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CHAP. LXXXII. 


He perſuades Cadwallader 20 4 fume the character 3Y 
of a magician, in *euhich he acquires a great 
hare of reputation, by his a to three fe- 
mates of dijtinetion, who ſeverally conſult the 
reſearches of his art. 
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IS heart beirg thus, as it were, ſuſpended 
between two "objes ts that leſſened the torce 
of each other's attraction, he took this opportu- 


. Nity of enjoying ſome reſpite, and for the prefent 
detached his ſentiments from both ; re ſolving to 


intulge himſclt in the exerciſe of that practical 
fatire, which was ſo agreeable and peculiar to his 1 
diſpoſition. In this laudable determination he IT 
was confirmed by the repeated ſuggeſtions of his = 
friend Cadwallader, who taxed him with letti ing 

his talents ruſt in indolence, and ſtimulated his 

natural vivacity, with a ſucceſſion of freſh diſco. 

veries in the world of ſcandal. 

Peregrine was now {eized with a ſtrange whim, 
and when he communicated the conceit to Cad- 
wallader, it in a moment acquired his app:oba- 
tion, This notion he imparted in a propoſal, to 
ſubject the town to their ridicule, by giving re- 
ſponſes in the character of a profeſſed conjurer, 
to be perſonated by the old milanthrope, whot? 
aſpect was extremely well calculated for the pur- 
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4 THE ADVENTURES OF 


poſe. The plan was immediately adjuſted in all 
its parts; an apartment hired in a houſe accom- 
modated with a public ſtair, fo that people might 
have free ingreſs or egreſs, without being expoſed 
to obſervation ; and this tenement being furniſh- 
ed with the apparatus of a magician, ſuch as 
globes, teleſcopes, a magic lanthorn, a ſkeleton, 
a dried monkey, together with the ſkins of an al- 
ligator, otter, and ſnake, the conjurer himſelf 
took poſſeihon of his cattle, after having diſtri. 
buted printed advertiſements, containing the par- 
ticulars of his undertaking, 

Theſe bills ſoon operated according to the wiſh 
of the projectors. As the price of the oracle was 
fixed at halt-a-guinea, the public naturally con. 
cluded that the author was no common fortune-tel. 
ler; and, the very next day, Peregrine found ſome 
ladies of his quality acquaintance, infected with the 
defire of making an experiment upon the ſxill of 
this new conjurer, who pretended to be juſt arrived 
from the Mogul's empire, where he had learned 
the art from a Brachman philoſopher. Our young 


gentleman affected to talk of the pretenſions of 


this ſage with ridicule and contempt, and, with 
ſeeming reluctance, undertook to attend them to 
his apartment, obſerving that it would be a very 
eaſy matter to detect the fellow's ignorance, and 
no more than common juſtice to chaſtiſe him for 
his preſumption. Though he could eaſily per- 


ceive a great fund of credulity in the company, 


they affected to eſpouſe his opinion, and, under 
the notion of a frolick, agreed, that one parti- 
cular lady ſhould endeavour to baffle his art, by 
appearing before him in the dreſs of her woman, 
who ſhould at the ſame time perſonate her miſ- 
treſs, and be treated as ſuch by our adventurer, 
who promiled to ſquire them to the place. Theſe 
meaſures being concerted, and the appointment 
fixed for the next audience-day, Peregrine fur - 
niſhed his friend with the neceflary information; 


— 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 5. 


and when the hour of aſſignation arrived, con- 
ducted his charge to this or aculous ſcer. 

They were admitted by our hero's valet de 
chambre, whole viſage being naturally meagre 
and ſwarthy, was adorned with artificial eee, 
ſo that he became the Perfian dreſs which hewor 
and ſremed a very proper matter of the ae 
nies to an oriental necromancer, Having croſſed 
his arms upon his breaſt, with an inclination of 
the head, he ſtalked in n hence before them 
into the penetralia of the temple, where the 
found the conjurer ſlitting, at a table, provided 
with pen, ink, and paper, divers books, and ma- 
thematical inlir uments, and a long white wand 


lying acroſs the whole. He was habited in a 


black gown and fur-cap: his countenarce, over 


and above a args proportion of philoſophie gra- 


vity, which he had aſſumed for the can, was 
improved by a thick beard, White as ſnow, that 
reached to his middle, and upon each ſhoulder 
lat a prodigious large black cat which had been 
tutored for the purpoſe, 

Such a figure, which would have ſtartled Pe- 
regrine himſelf, had not he been concerned in the 
myſtery, could not fail to make an impreſſion 
upon thole whom he accompanied, The ficti- 
tious chambermaid, in ſpite of all her natural 
pertneſs and vivacity, changed colour when the 
er tered the room, wollile the pretended lady, whoſe 
intellects were not quite ſo enlightened, be gan to 
tremble in cvery joint, and cjaculate petitions to 


| heaven for ber ſafety. Their conductor advan- 


cing to the table, preſented his offering, and 
pointing to the maicl, told him, that lady deſired 
to know what would be her deſtiny in E of 
marriage. The philoſopher, without lifting up 
his eyes to view the perſon in whole behalf he 
was conſulted, turned his ear to one of the ſable 
familiars that purred upon his ſhoulder, and, 
taking up the pen, wrote upon 2 detached flip of 
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6 THE ADVENTURES OF 


paper theſe words, which Peregrine, at the .\cfire of 
the ladies, repeated aloud: Her deſtiny will, in 


a great meaſure, depend Upon what happened to 


her about nine o'clock in the morning, on the 
third day of lait December,”” 

T his ſentence was no ſooner pronounced, than 
the counterfeit lady ſcreamed, and ran out into 
the antichamber, exclaiming, 6 Chriſt have 
mercy upon us! Sure he is the devil incarnate!“' 
Her miſtreſs, who followed her with great con- 
ſternation, inſiſted upon knowing the tranſaction 
to which the reſponſe alluded ; and Mrs. Abigail, 
after ſome recollection, gave her to underſtand 
that ſhe had an admirer, who, on that very hour 
and day mentioned by the cunning man, had ad- 
dreſſed himfelf to her in a ſerious propoſal of 
marriage, This explanation, however, was more 
ingenious than candid; for the admirer was no 
other than the identical Mr. Pickle himſelf, who 
was a mere dragon among the chambermaids, and 
in his previous information communicated to his 
allociate, had given an account of this aſſigna— 
tion, with which he had been favoured by the 
damſel in queſtion, 

Our hero ſceing his company very much af- 
fected with this circumftance of the wizard's art, 
which had almott frighted both mittreſs and 
maid into hyſteric fits, pretended to laugh them 
out of their fears, by obſerving, that there was 
nothing extraordinary in this inſtance of his 
knowledge, which might have been acquired by 
ſome of thoſe ſecret emiffaries whom ſuch im- 
poſtors are obliged to employ for intelligence, or 


imparted by the lover him! elt, who had, pernaps, | 


come to cenfult him about the ſucceſs of his 
amour. Encouraged by this obſervation, or ra- 
ther prompted by an inſatiable curioſity, which 
was proof againſt all forts of apprehenſion, the 
diſguiſed lady returned to the magician's own 
apartment, and aſſuming the air of a pert cham- 
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bermaid, Mr. Conjurer (ſaid ſhe) now you 


have ſatisfied my miſtreſs, will you be ſo good as 
to tell me, if ever I ſhall be married?“ The ſage, 
without the leaſt heſitation, favoured her with an 
anſwer, in the following words: “ You cannot be 
married before you are a widow ; and whether or 
not that will ever be the caſe, is a queſtion which 
my art cannot reſolve, becauſe my foreknowledge 
exceeds not the term of thirty years.“ 

This reply, which at once cut her off {rom the 
pleaſing proſpect of ſeeing herſelf independent in 


the enjoyment of youth and fortune, in a moment 


clouded her aſpect; all her good-humour was 
overcaſt, and ſhe went away, without further in- 
quiry, muttering in the rancour of her cha 
erin, that he was a filly impertinent fellow, and a 
mere quack in his profeſſion, Notwithſtanding 
the prejudice of this reſentment, her conviction 
ſoon recurred; and when the report of his an- 
ſwers was made to thoſe confederates by whom 


ſhe had been deputed to make trial of his ſkil], 


they were univerſally perſuaded that his art was 
altogether ſupernatural, though each affected to 
treat it with contempt, reſolving in her own 
breaſt to have recourſe to him in private, 

In the mean time, the maid, tho? laid under the 
molt peremptory injunctions of ſecrecy, was to 
full of the circumſtance which related to her dun 
conduct, that ſhe extolled his preſcience, in hit 
pers to all her acquaintance, afſuring them, that 
he had told her ali the particulars of her lite; o 
that his fame was almoſt inſtantaneoufly conver - 
ed, thro' a thouſand different channels, to ail 
parts of the town; and the very next time he at- 


ſumed the chair, his doors were beſieged by cu- 


11003 people of all ſets and denominations, 
Being an old practitioner in this art, Cadwal- 
lader knew it would be impoſſible for him to up- 
port his reputation in the promiſcuous exerci lc 
of tortune-telling, becaule every perſon that 
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t THE ADVENTURES OF 


ſhould come to conſult him would expect a ſample 
of his ſkill, relating to things paſt ; and it could 
not be ſuppoſed that he was acquainted with the 
private concerns of every individual who might 
apply to him for that purpoſe : he therefore or- 


dered his miniſter, whom he diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of Hadgi Rourk, to ſignify to all thoſe who 


demanded entrance that his price was half-a- 
guinea ; and that all ſuch as were not diſpoſed to 


gratify him with that conſideration, would do 


well to leave the paſſage free for the reſt, 

This declaration ſucceeded to his wiſh ; for 
this congregation conliſted chiefly of footmen, 
chambermaids, *prentices, and the lower claſs of 
tradeſmen, who could not afford to purchaſe 
preſcience at ſuch a price; ſo that, after fruit- 
leſs offers of ſhillings and half-crowns, they 
dropped off one by one, and left the field open 
for cuſtomers of an higher rank. 

The firſt perſon of this ſpecies who appeared 
was dreſſed like the wife of a ſubſtantial tradeſ- 
man; but this diſguiſe could not ſcreen her from 
the penetration of the conjurer, who at firſt fight 


knew her to be one of the ladies of whoſe coming 


he had been apprized by Peregrine, on the ſup- 
poſition that their curioſity was rather inflamed 


than allayed by the intelligence they had received 


from his fuſt client. This lady approached the 
philoſopher with that intrepidity of countenance 
ſo conſpicuous in matrons of her dignified ſphere, 


and, in a ſoft voice, aſked with a ſimper, of what 


complexion her next child would be? The ne- 
cromancer, who was perfectly well acquainted 
with her private hiſtory, forthwith delivered his 
reſponſe in the following queſtion, written in the 
uſual form: How long has Pompey the black 
been diſmiſſed from your ladyſhip's ſervice?“ 
Endued as ſhe was with a great ſhare of that 
fortitude which is diſtinguiſhed by the appella- 


tion of effrontery, her face exhibited ſome figns 
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of ſhame and contuſion at the receipt of this ora- 


cular interrogation, by which ſhe was convinced 


of his extraordinary intelligence; and accoſting 
him in a very ſerious tone, „Doctor (laid ſhe), 
I perceive you are a per fon of great abilities in the 
art you profels > and therefore, without pretend - 
ing to diſſemble, I will own you have touched the- 
true ſtring of my apprehenſions. | am perſuaded ! 
need not be more particular in my inquiries. 
Here is a purſe of money; take it, and deliver. 
me from a moſt alarming and wunealy ſuſpence.“ 
So ſaying, ſhe depoſited her offering upon the 
table, and waited for his anſwer with a face of 
fearful expectation, while he was employed 1 in, 
writing this ſentence for her peruſal:“ Though 
I ſee into the womb of time, the proſpect is not 
perfectly diſtinèt; the ſeeds of future events je 
mingled and contuled ; ſo that I am under the 
necetlity of aſſiſting my divination in ſome cales,. 
by analogy and human intelligence; and cannot 
poſſibly fatisfy your preſent doubt, unleſs you: 
will condetcend to make me privy v to all thoſe oc- 
currences which you think might have interfered! 
with the cauſe of vour apprehention.”” 

The lady having read the declagetion, affected 
a ſmall emotion of hynefs and repugiance, and: 


* 


ſeating herſelf upon a lettee, after having Cal - 


tioully intormed herteit of the privacy of the. 


apartment, gave ſuch a detail oi the ſucceſſion og 
her lovers, as amazed while it entertained the ne- 
cromancer, as well as his friend Pickle, who 
from a clolet, in which he had concealed himſelt, 
overh:ard every [y}lable of her contetiion, Cad- 
willader hftened to her ſtory with 2 look of inti- 
nite importance and ſagacity, and, after a ſhort 
paule, told her, that he would not pretend to 
give a categorical aniwer, until he ſheuld have 


deliberated maturely upon the various circum- 


ſtances of the affair; but if ſhe would take the 
trouble of honouring him with another viſit on 


has. 
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10 THE ADVENTURES OF 

his next public day, he hoped he ſhouid be able 
to give her full fatisfaction, Conſcious of the 
importance of her doubts, ſhe could not help 
commending his caution, and took her leave, 


with a promiſe of returning at the appointed 


time: then the conjurer being joined by his aſ- 
fociaie, they gave a looſe to their mirth, which 
having indulged, they began to concert meaſures 
for inflicting ſome diſgraceful] puniſhment on the 
ſhameleſs and inſatiate termagant who had fo 
1mpudently avowed her own proftitution, 

They were interrupted, however, in their con- 
ference, by the.arrival of a new gueſt, who being 
announced by Hadgi, our hero retreated to his 
lurking-place, and Cadwallader reſumed his 
myſterious appearance. This new client, tho? 
ſhe hid her face in a maſk, could not conceal her- 
ſelf from the knowledge of the conjurer, who by 
Her voice recognized her to be an unmarried lady 
of his own acquaintance. She had, within a 


ſmall compaſs of time, made herſelf remarkable 


for two adventures which had not at all ſucceeded 
to her expectation: being very much addicted to 
play, ſhe had, at a certain rout, indulged that 
paſſion to ſuch exceſs, as not only got the better 
of her juſtice, but alſo of her circumſpection ; ſo 
that ſhe was unfortunately detected in her endea- 
vours to appropriate to herſelf what was not law. 
fully her due. This ſmall flip was attended with 
another indiſcretion, which had likewiſe an un- 
lucky effect upon her repufation. She had been 
favoured with the addreſſes of one of thoſe hope- 
ful heirs who ſwarm and ſwagger about town, 
under the denomination of Bucks; and in the 
confidence of his honour conſented to be one of a 
party that made an excurſion as far as Windſor, 
thinking herſelf ſecured from ſcandal by the com- 
pany of another young lady, who had alſo con- 
deſcended to truſt her perſon to the protection of 
her admirer, The two gallants, in the courſe of 
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this expedition, were ſaid to uſe the moſt per fich - 
ous means to intoxicate the paſſions of their mit- 
treſſes, by mixing drugs with their wine, Which 
inflamed their conſtitutions to ſuch a degree, that 
they fell an eaſy ſacrifice to the appetites of their 
conductors, who, upon their return to town, were 


fo baſe and inhuman as to boaſt among their 
companions of the exploit they had atchieved, 


Thus the ſtor5 was circulated, with a thouſand 


additional circumſtances to the prejudice of the 


{ufferers, one of whom had thought proper 10 
withdraw into the country, until the tcandai raif- 
ed at her expence ſhould ſubſide; winile the other, 
who was not ſo eaſily put out of countenance, re-- 
ſolved to outface the report, as a treacherous 
alperſion, invented by her lover as an ex<ule tor 
his own inconſtancy; and actually appeared in 
public, as utual, till ſhe found herielt neglected 
by the greateit part of her acquaintance. 


In conſequence of this diſgrace, which ſhe Knew 


not whether to impute to the card affair, or to 
the laſt Fara pas ſhe had committed, ſho now came 
to conſult the conjurer, and fionifie.l her errand, 
by alking whether the cauſe of her preſent dif. 
quiet was of the town or the country? Cauwal- 
lader at once perceiving her allufion, anſwered 
her queſtion in thele terms: This honeſt wor 1.4 
will forgive a young gamelter for indilicretivin ut. 
play; but a favour granted to a babbling cx - 
comb is an unpardonable offence.” I his le- 
iponle the received with equal aſtoniſtunent and 
chagrin; and, fully convinced of the neo - 
mancer's omniſcience, implored his advice tauch- 
ing the retrieval of her reputation: upon which 
he counſelled her to wed with the firſt opnortuni- 
ty. She ſeemed fo well pleaſed with this admo- 


nition, that ſhe gratified him with a double fee, 


and dropping a low curtſey, retired, | 

Our. undertakers now thought it high time to 

filence. the. oracle, for. the day, and Hadgi was ac- 
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2 THE ADVENTURES OF 


-cordingly ordered to exclude all comeis, whi'e 
Peregrine and his friend renewed the deliberations 
which had been interrupted, and ſettled a plan of 
operations for the next occaſion : meanwhile it 
was reſolved, that Hadgi ſhould not only exerciſe 
is own talents, but alſo employ inferior agents, 
in procuring general intelligence for the ſupport 
of their ſcheme; that the ex pence of this miniſtry 
mould be defrayed from the profits of their p: 0- 
Fefſions; and the remainder be diſtributed to poor 
families in diſtreſs, 


CHAP, LXXXIII. 


Peregrine a his friend Cadwallader proceed in 
the exerciſe of the myſtery of fortune-telling, in 
the courſe off auhich they atchieve various acd- 
"Dentures. | 


. SE preliminaries being adjuſted, our 

hero forthwith repaired to a card aſſembly, 
which was frequented by {ome of che moſt notable 
goſſips in town, and having arttully turned the 
converſation upon the ſubje& of the fortune-te]- 
ler, whoſe talents he pretended to ridicule, incenſ- 
ed their itch of knowing ſecrets to ſuch a degree 
of impatience, that their eurioſity became flagrant, 
and he took it for granted, that all or ſome of 
them would viſit Albumazar on his very firſt vi- 
ſiting day. While Peregrine was thus engaged, 
this aſſociate made his appearance in another con- 
vocation of faſhionable people, where he ſcon had 
the pleature of hearing the conjurer brought upon 
the carpet by an elderly gentlewoman, remarkable 
for her inquiſitive diſpoſition, who, addreſſing 
herſelf to Cadwallader, aſked, by the help of the 
finger-alphabet, if he knew any thing of the ma- 
gician that made ſuch a noiſe in town ? The Mi— 
ſanthrope anſwered as uſual, in a ſurly tone, “By 


your queſtion you mult either take me for a pimp 


er an ideot. What, in the name of nonſentr, 
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ſhould I know of ſuch a raſcal, unleſs I were to 


court his acquaintance with a view to teaſt my 
own ſpleen, in ſeeing him fool the whole nation 
out of their money? though, I ſuppote, his 
chief profits ariſe from his practice in quality of 
pandar, All fortune tellers are bawds, and for 


that reaſon are ſo much followed by people of 


faſhion. This fellow (I warrant) has got ſun- 
dry convenient apartments for the benefit of pro- 
creation; for it is not to be ſuppoſed that thoſe 
who viſit him on the pretence of conſulting his 


ſupernatural art, can be ſuch fools, ſuch drivellers, 


as to believe that he can aQually prognoſticate 
future events.“ 

The company, according to his expectation, 
imputed his remarks to the rancour of his diſpo- 
ſition, which could not bear to think that any 


perſon upon earth was wiſer than hnnſelf ; and 


his cars were regaled with a thouſand inſtances 
of the conjurer's wonderful preſcience, for which 
he was altogether indebted to fiction. Some of 
theſe ſpecimens being communicated to him by 
way of appeal to his opinion, © They are (id 
he) mere phantoms of ignorance and credulity, 
{welled up in the repetition, like thoſe unſubſtan- 
tia} bubbles which the boys blow up in ſoap-ſuds 
with a tobacco-pipe, And this will ever be the 
caſe in the propagation of all extraordinary intel- 
ligence: the imagination naturally magnifies 
every object that falls under its cognizance, eſ- 
pecially thoſe that concern the paſſions of fear 
and admiration ; and when the occurrence comes 
to be rehearſed, the vanity of the relater exagge⸗ 


rates every neee in order to enhance the 


importance of the communication. Thus an in- 


cident which is but barely uncommon, often 


gains ſuch acceſſion in its progreſs through the 
fancies and mouths of thoſe who repreſent 1 it, that 
the original ſact cannot poſſibly be diſtinguiſhed. 

This obſervation might be proved and illuſtrated 


%g Ki 


Li * 2 F 

- 6 3 = 
nr 1 
nn 
ene 
n = 


14 THE ADVENTURES OP 


by a thouſand undeniable examples, out of which 
I ſhall only ſelect one inſtance, for the entertain- 
ment and edification of the company: A very 
honeſt gentleman, remarkable for the gravity of 
his deportment, was one diy, in a certain coffee- 


houſe, accoſted by one of his particular friends, 


who, taking him by the hand, expreſſed uncom— 


moi fatisiaction in ſeeing him abroad, and in 


good health, after the dangerous and portentous 
malady he had undergone, Surpriſed at this fa- 
lutation, the gentleman replied, <6 Tt is true, he 


had hag a little out of order over night, but there 


was nothing at all extraordinary in his ind; po- 
ſition.“ © Jeſu! not extraordinary (cried the 
other) when you vomited three black crows,” 


This ſtrange exclamation the grave gentleman 


at firſt miſtook for raillery, though his Friend was 
no joker; but perceiving in him all the marks 
of ſincerity and aſtoniſhment, he ſuddenly chang. 
ed his opinion, and, after a ſhort reverie, taxing 
him aſi: de, expreti fled himſelf in theſe words ; 
„Sir, it is rot unknown to you, that I am at 
preſent engaged in a treaty of marriage, which 
would have been ſettled long ago, had it not been 
retarded by the repeated merkinations of a cer- 
tain perſon who profeſſed himſelf my rival. Now 
Jam fully pertuaded that this atfair of the three 
crows is a ſtory of his invention, calculated to 
prejudice me in the opinion of the lady, who, to 
be ſure, would not chooſe to marry a man who 
has a rookery in his bowels; and therefore I 
muſt inſiſt upon knowing your author of this 
ſcandalous report, that { may be able to vindicate 
my character from the malicious aſperſion.“ IIis 
friend, who thought the demand was very rea - 
fable. told him, without heſitation, that he 
was made acquainted with the circumſtance of 
his diſtemper by Mr. Such-a-one, their common 
acquaintance, Upon which the perſon who cons 
ceived himſelf injured went immediately in queſt 
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of his ſuppoſed defamer, and having found him, 


« Pray, Sir (ſaid he with a peremptory tone), 


who told you that I vomited three black crows ?”? 
& Three! (anſwered the gentleman) 1 mention- 
ed two only.“ Zounds! Sir (cried the other, 
incenſed at his indifference), you will find the 
two too many, if you refuſe to diſcover the vil- 
lainous ſource of ſuch cajumny.” The gentle. 
man, ſurpriſed at his heat, ſaid, he was ſorry to 


find he had been the accidental inſtrument of 


giving him offence, but tranſlated the blame (if 
any there was) from himtelf to a third perſon, to 


whoſe information he owed his knowledge of the 


report. The plaintiff, according to the direction 
he received, repaired to the houſe of the accuſed ; 
and his indignation being inflamed at finding the 
ſtory had already circulated among his acquaint- 
ance, he told him, with evident marks of difplea- 
ſure, that he was come to pluck that ſame brace 
of crows which he ſaid he had diſgorged. The 
defcndant ſeeing him very much irritated, poſi- 
tively denied that he had mentioned a brace; 
«© One, indeed (ſaid he), I own I took notice of, 
upen the authority of your own phytician, who 
gave me an account of it this morning.“ By 
the Lord! (cried the ſufferer in a rage which he 
could no Jonger contain) that raſcal has heen 
ſuborned by my rival to flander my character in 
this manner; but I'll be revenged, if there be 
either law or equity in England.“ He had ſcarce 
pronounced theſe words, when the doctor hap- 
pened to enter the room; when his exaſperated 
patient lifting up his cane, “ Sirrah (aid he), 
if I live, P11 make that black crow the blackeſt 
circumſtance of thy whole life and converſation.?? 
The phyſician, confounded at this addrefs, aſ- 


, fwred him that he was utterly ignorant of his 


meaning, and when the other gentleman explain— 
ed it, abſolutely denied the charge, affirming he 
had ſaid no more than that he had vomited a 
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quantity of ſomething as black as a crow. The 
landlord of the houſe acknowledged that he might 
have been miſtaken 3 and thus the whole my 
ſtery was explained. 

The company ſeemed to reliſh the ſtory of the 
three black crows, which they conſidered as an 
impromptu of Cadwallader's own invention; but, 
granting it to be true, they unanimouily declared 
that it could have no weight in invalidating the 
teſtimony of divers perſons of honour, who had 
been witneſſes of the magician's ſupernatural] 
(kill, On the next day of "conſult ation, the ne- 
cromancer being in the chair, and his friend be— 
hind the curtain, the outward door was ſcarce 
opened, when a female viſitant flounced in, and 
diſcovered to the magician the features of one 
of thoſe inquiſitive ladies, whoſe cuioſity he 
knew his contederate had ad” in the manner 
above deſcribed, She addreſſed herſelf to him 
with a familiar air, oblerving, that ſhe had heard 
much ot his great knowledge, and was come to 
be a witneſs of his art, which ſhe defired him to 
ditplay, in declaring what ne Knew to be her 
ruling paſhion. . 

Cadwa llader, who was no ſtranger to her diſ- 
poſition, aſſumed the pen without hefitation, and 
turniſhed her with an anſwer, 1mporting, that the 
love of money predominated, and ſcandal poſſeſ- 
ſed the next place in her heart. Far from being 
offended at his freedom, ſhe commended his 
frankneſs with a (mile, and, ſatisfied of his un- 
common talents, expreſſed a defire of being bet- 
ter acquainted with his perſon : nay, ſhe began 
to catechiſe him upon the private hiſtory of di- 
vers great families, in which he happened to be 
well verſed ; and he, in a myſterious manner, 
dropt ſuch artful hints of his knowledge, that ſhe 
was amazed at his capacity, and actually aſked 
if his art was communicable, The conjurer re- 
plied in the affirmative; but, at the ſame time, 
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13 gave her to underſtand, that it was attainable by 


thoſe only who were pure and undefiled in point 
of chaſtity and honour; or ſuch as, by a long 
courſe of penitence, had weaned themſelves from 


ali attachments to the fleſh, She not only diſap- 


proved, but ſeemed to doubt the truth of this aſ- 
ſertion; telling him, with a look of diſdain, that 
his art was not werth having, if one could not uſe 
it for the benefit of one's pleaſure ; ſhe had even 


penetration enough to take notice, of an incon— 
> tiftency in what he had advanced; and alked, 
2 why he himſelf exerciſed his knowledge for hire, 
if he was fo much detached from all world] 
concerns. Come, come, doctor (added fhe), 
you are in the right to be cauticus againſt imper- 
tinent cnriofity z but, perhaps, I may make it 
# worth your while to be communicative,” 


Theſe overtures were interrupted by a rap at 


the door, fignilying the approach of another client; 
7 upon which the lady enquire for his private paſ- 


lage, through which ſhe might retire, without the 
riſque of being ſeen; When ſhe underſtood he 
was deficient in that convenience, ſhe withd: ew 
into an empty room, adjoining to the audience— 
chamber, in order to conceal herielt t:om the ob- 
ſervation of the new comer, This was no other 
than the inamorata, who came by appointment to 
receive the ſolution of her doubts ; and the Mi— 
ſanthrope, glad of an opportunity to expoſe her 
to the cenſure of ſuch an indefatigable miniſter 
of fame as the per ſon who (he knew) would liſten 
from the next apartment, laid her under the ne- 
ceſſity of refreſhing his remembrance with a re- 
capitulation of her former confeſſion, which was 
almoſt finiſhed, when ſhe was alarmed by a noiſe 
at the door, occafioned by two gentlemen, who 
attempted to enter by force, | 

Terrified at this uproar, which diſconcerted the 
magician himſelf, ſhe ran for thelter into the place 
which was pre- occupied by the other lady, who, 
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hearing this diſturbance, had cloſed the window- 


ſhutters, that ſhe might have the better chance of 


remaining unknown, Here they eſconced them- 
ſelves, in the utmoſt confternation, while the ne- 
cromancer, after ſome recollection, ordered Hadgi 
to open the door, and admit the rioters, who, he 
hoped, would be over-awed by the authority of 
his appearance. The janitor had no ſooner obey - 
ed his inſtructions, than in ruthed a young liber- 
tine, who had been for ſome time upon the town, 
together with his tutor, who was a worn-out de. 
bauchee, well known to the magician. They 
were both in that degree of intoxication neceſſary 
to prepare ſuch diſpoſitions for what they com- 
monly call frolics, and the ſober part of mankind 
feel to be extravagant outrages againſt the laws of 
their country, and the peace of their fellow- ſub- 
jects. Having ſtaggered up to the table, the ſe- 
nior, who undertook to be ſpokeſman, ſaluted 
Cadwallader with, „How do'ſt do, old Capri- 
corn? Thou ſeem'ſt to be a moſt venerable pimp, 
and, I doubt not, haſt abundance of diſcretion. 
Here 1s this young whoremaſter (a true chip of 
the old venereal block his father) and myſelf 
come for a comfortable caſt of thy function. I 
don't mean that ſtale preteuce of conjuring : damn 
ſuturity ; let us live for the preſent, old Haly. 
Conjure me up a couple of hale wenches, and, I 
warrant, we fhall get into the magic circle in a 


twinkling. What ſays Galileo? What ſays the. 


reverend Brahe? Tlere is a purſe, you pimp: 
hark how it chinks! This is Iweeter than the 
muſic of the ſpheres,” 

Our necromancer, perplexed at this rencoun— 
ter, made no reply; but taking up his wand, 
waved it around his head in a very myſterious 
motion, with a view of intimidating theſe forward 
viſitants, who, far from being awed by this fort 
of evolution, became more and more obſtreperous, 
and even threatened to pull him by the beard, it 
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Phe would not immediately comply with their de- 


fire. Had he called his aflociate, or even Hadgi, 


Ito his aid, he knew he could have ſoon calmed 
Feheir turbulence; but, being unwilling to run 
the riſque of a diſcovery, or even of a riot, he 


I bethought himſelf of chaſtiſing their infolence 1 in 


L another manner that would be leſs hazardous 


and rather more effectual. In conſequence of this 
ſuggeſtion, he pointed his wand towards the door 
of the apartment in which the ladies had taken 


ſanctuary; and the two rakes, underſtanding the 
| hint, ruſhed in without hefitation, 


The females finding their place of retr eat taken 


by aſſault, ran about the room in great conſter— 
nation, and were immediately taken priſoners by 
the ailailants, who pulling them towards the win— 
dos, opened the ſhutters at the ſame inſtant of 
time, when (itrange to tell !) one of the heroes 


ditcovered in the prize he had made, the very wife 
of his boſom; and his companion perceived that 
he had ftambled in the dark upon his own mo- 
ther. Their mutual aſtoniſhment was unſpeak- 
able at this eclairciſſement, which produced an 
univerſal filence for the ſpace of ſeveral minutes. 
During this pauſe the ladies having recollefted 
themlc]ves, an expoſtulation was be gun by the 
elder of the two, who roundly took her ſen to tatk 
tor his diforderly life, which laid her under the 
diſagreeable neceſſity of watching his motions, 
and detecting him in ſuch an infamous place. 


While the. careful mother thus exerciied her 


talent for reprehenſion, the hopeful young gentle 
man, with an hand in each fob, ſtood whiſtling 
an opera-tune, without ſeeming to pay the molt 
profound regard to his parent's Teproof : and the 
other lady, in imitation of ſuch a conſummate 
pattern, began to open upon her huſband, whom 
ſhe bitterly reproached with his looſeneſs and 1in- 
temperance, demanding to know what he had to 
alledge in alleviation of his preſent miſconduct, 
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therefore, with a grave cr rather grim aſpect; and 


committed) a miſtake, in con! equence of which we 
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The ſurprize occaſioned by ſuch an unexpected 
meeting had already in a great meaſure deſtroyed 
the effects of the wine he had ſo plentitully drank, 
and the firſt uſe he made of his recovered fobiicry, 
was to revolve within himſelf the motives that 
could poſſibly induce his wife to give him the 
rendezvous in this manner. As he had good 
reaſon to believe ſhe was utterly void of jealouſy, 
he naturally placed this rencontre to the account 
of another paſſion ; and his chagrin was not at 
all impaired by the effrontery with which ſhe now 
preſumed to reprimand him, He liſtened to her, 


to the queſtion with which the concluded her re- 
buke, anſwered with great compoſure, “All that 
I have to alledpe, madam, is, that the bawd hag 


were both d.{appointed:; and fo, ladies, your 
humble ſervant,” So ſaying, he retire with 
manifeſt confuſion in his looks ; and as he paſ- 
ſed through the audience-chamber, eyeing the 
conjurer atkance, pronounced the epithet of pres 
cious raſcal, with great emphaſis. Alcan while, 
the junior, like a dutiful ch: Id, handed his wame 
ma to her chair; and the other client, after hav- t 
ing reviled the necromancer, becaule he could not 


\ 
foreſee this event, went away in a ſtate of mor- vy 
tification. x 

The conſt being clear, Peregrine came forth þ x 
from his den, and congratulated his friend upon } 0 


the peaceable iſſue af the adventure Which he 
had overheard: but, that he might not be ex- +} 
poſed to fuch ein er for the future, they 
reſolved that a grate ſhuuld be fixed in the middle 
of the outward door, through which the conjurer 
himſelf might reconnoitre all the viſitants, before 
their admiſſion ; ſo that, to thoſe whoſe appear- 
ance he might not like, Hadsi ſhould, without 

opening, give notice that his maſter was engaged, 
By this expedient, too, they provided againſt 
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thoſe difficulties which Cadwallader muſt have 
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encountered, in giving ſatisfaction to ſtrangers, 
whom he did not knew; for the original inten = 
tion of the founders was to confine the practice of 
their art to people of faſhion only, moſt of whom 
were perſonally known to the counterfeit magi- 
cian and his coadjutors, 

Indeed, theſe aſſociates, Cadwallader in parti- 


' cular, notwithſtanding his boaſted inſight into 
the characters of life, never imagined that his 
| pretended ſkill would be conſulted by any but the 
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weaker-minded of the female ſex, incited by that 
ſpirit of curioſity which he knew was implanted 


in their nature: but, in the courſe of his practice, 


he found himſelf cultivated in his preternatural 
capacity by people of all ſexes, complexions, and 
degrees of reputation, and had occaſion to ob- 
ſerve, that when the paſſions are concerned, how- 
ſoever cool, cautious, and deliberate the diſpoſi- 
tion may otherwiſe be, there 1s nothing ſo 1dle, 


' frivolous, or abſurd, to which they will not ap- 


ply for encouragement and gratification. The 
laſt occurrence, according to the. hopes and ex- 


pectation of the confcderates, was whiſpered 


about by the ladies concerned, in ſuch a manner, 


that the whole affair was, in a few days, the uni- 


with numberleſs embelliſhments, invented by the 


verſal topic of diſcourſe, in which it was retailed 


parties themſelves, who had long indulged a 


n 


4 


pique at each other, and took this opportunity of 
enjoying their revenge. 


Theſe incidents, while they regaled the ſpleen, 
at the ſame time augmented the renown of the 
conjurer, who was deſcribed on both fides as a 


very extraordinary perſon in his way; and the 


alteration in his door was no ſooner performed, 
than he had occaſion to avail himſelf of it, againit 
the intruſion of a great many, with whom he 
would have found it very difficult to ſupport the 


' fame he had acquired, 
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Among thoſe who appeared at his grate, he 


perceized a certain clergyman, whom he had long 
known an humble attendant on the great, and 


with ſome the reputed miniſter of their pleaſures, 


This Levite had diſguiſed himſelf ip a great coat, 


boots, and dreſs quite foreign to the habit worn 
by thoſe of his function; and being admitted, 


attempted to impoſe himſelf as a country ſquire 0 


upon the conjurer, who calling him by his name, 


deſired him to fit down, This reception corre— 
ſponding with the report he had heard, touching 
our magician's art, the doctor laid he would lay 
aſide all diſſimulation. After having profefled 
an implicit belief, that his ſupernatural know- 
ledge did not proceed from any communication 
with evil ſpirits, but was the immediate gift of 
heaven, he declared the intention of his coming 
was to enquire into the health of a good friend 


and brother of his, who poſſeſſed a certain living 


in the country, which he named; and, as he was 
old and infirm, to know what ſpace of time was 
alloited to him in this frail {tate of mortality, 
that he might have the melancholy ſatisfaction 
of attending him in his laſt moments, and afſiit- 
ing him in his preparations for eternity. 

The conjurer, who at once perceived the pur— 
port of this queſtion, after a ſolemn paule, dur- 
ing which he ſeemed abſorpt in contemplation, 


delivered this reſponſe to his conſulter: “ Tho? | 


J foreſee ſome occurrences, I do not pretend te be 
omniſcient. I know not to what age that clergy- 


man's life will extend, but ſo far I can penetrate _ 


into the womb of time, as to dilcern, that the in- 
cumbent will ſurvive his intended ſucceſſor.“ 
This dreadful ſentence in a moment baniſhed the 
blood from the face ef the appalled conlulter, 
who hcaring his own doom pronounced, began to 
tremble in every joint: he lifted up his eyes-1n the 
agony of fear, and ſaying, ** The will of God be 
done!“ withdrew in ſilent deſpondence, his teeth 
chattering with terror and dilmay, 


une tx — Veg EE Er nn "RR RIF wee mg” ww © 


„ A www mal wo. ww; a 


. 
4 * F «as 


—_ 


p 


long 


„ and A 
ures, 7 
coat, 
worn? 
tted, | 
quire 0 
ame, 


Orre- 


hing | 


d lay 


feſſfed 


OW - 
ation 
tt of 
ning 
1end 
ving | 
was 
was 
lity, 
ion 


ſliſt- 


pur— 
dur-— 
ion, 
ho? 
9 be 


gy- 


rate 7 


in- 
* Si 
the 
lter, 
n to 
the 
d be 
ecth 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 23 


This client was ſucceeded by an old man about 
the age of ſeventy-five, who being reſolved to 
purchaſe a leaſe, delired to be de.ermined in the 
term of years by the necromancer's advice, ob- 
lerving, that as he had no children of his own 
body, and had no regard for his heirs at Jaw, the 
purchaſe would be mace with a view to his own 
convenience only; and therefore, conſidering his 
age, he himſelf heſitated in the period of the leaſe, 
between thirty and threeſcore years. 

The conjurer, upon due deliberation, adviſed 
him to double the laſt ſpecified term, becauſe he 
diſtinguiſhed in his features ſomething portending 
extreme old age and ſecond childhood, and he 
ought to provide for that ſtate of incapacity, 
which otherwiſe would be attended with infinite 
miſery and affliction. The ſuperannuated wretch, 
thunder-ſtruck with this prediction, held up his 
hands, and in the firſt tranſports of his apprehen- 
ſton, exclaimed, * Lord have mercy upon me! J 
havenot wherewithal to purchaſe ſuch a Jong leaſe, 
and J have long outlived all my friends; what 
then muſt become of me, ſinner that I am, one 
hundred and twenty years hence!“ Cadwallader 


(ho enjoyed his ter10”), under pretence of alle- 


viating his concern, told him that what he had 
prognoſticated did not deprive him of the means 
which he and every perſon had in their power, to 
curtail a life of misfortune; and the old gentle. 
man went away, ſecmingly comforted with the 
aſſurance, that jt would always be in his power 
to employ an halter for his own deliverance, 
Soon after the retreat of this elder, the magician 


was viſited by one of thoſe worthies known among 


the Romans by the appellation of Heredipetes, 


who had amaſſed a large fortune by a cloſe atten- 


tion to the immediate wants and weaknetis of raw 
unexperienced heirs. This honourable uſurer 
had ſold an annuity upon the life of a young 
ſpendthrift, being thereto induced by the affir- 
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mation of his phyſician, who had aſſured him his 
patient's conſtitution was ſo rotten, that he could 
not live one year to an end: he had, nevertheleſs, 
made ſhift to weather eighteen months, and now 
ſeemed more vigorous and healthy than he had 
ever been known; for he was ſuppoſed to have 
nouriſhed an hereditary pox from his cradle, 
Alarmed at this alteration, the ſeller came ta 
conſult Cadw-llader not only about the life of 
the annuitant, but alſo concerning the ſtate of his 
health at the time of his purchaſing the annuity, 
propoling to ſue the phyſician for falſe intelli— 
gence, fhould the conjurer declare that the young 
man was ſound, when the doctor pronounced him 
diſeaſed, But this was a piece of ſatisfaction he 
did not obtain from the Miſanthrope, who, in 


order to puniſh his ſordid diſpoſition, gave him to 


underſtand, that the phyſician had told him the 


truth, and nothing but the truth; and that the 


voung gentleman was in a fair way of attaining 


a comfortable old age. That is to ſay (cried the 


client, in the impatience of his mortification at 
this anſwer), bating accidents ; for, thank God, 
the annuitant does not lead the moſt regular lite : 
beſides, I am credibly informed he is choleric 
and raſh ; ſo that he may be concerned in a duel : 
then there are ſuch things as riots in the ſtreet, 
in which a rake's ſkull may be caſually cracked ; 
he may be overturned in a coach, overſet in the 
river, thrown from a vicious horſe, overtaken 
with a cold, endangered by a ſurfeit; but what 
I place my chief confidence in, is an hearty pox, 
a diſtemper which hath been fatal to his whole fa- 
mily, Not hut that the iſſue of all theſe things 
is uncertain ; and expedients might be found, 
which would more effectually anſwer the purpoſe. 
I know they have arts in India, by which a man 
can ſecure his own intereſt, in the ſalutation of a 


friendly ſhake by the hand; and I don't doubr 


that you who have lived in that country, are 


PEREGRINE PICELE, 2 


| raſter of the ſecret. To be ſure, if you was in— 


clined to communicate ſuch a noftrum, there are 
| abundance of people wi.o would purchale it, at à 
| very high price. 


73 


{ Cadwallader underſtood this inſinuation, and 
was tempted to amule him in ſuch a manner as 


ee tend to his diſgrace and confuſion ; but, 


conſidering that the caſe was of too criminal a 
nature to be tampered with, he withſtood his de- 
ſire of puniſhing this rapacious cormorant any 
other way than by telling him, be would not im— 
part the "ſecret for his whole fortune ten time 
doubled; ſo that the uſurer retired, very a 
/diffatisfied with the iflue of his conſultation, 

The next perſon who preſented hiniſelf at this 
altar of intelligence, was an author, who recom- 
"mended himſelf to a gratis advice, by obſerving, 
'that a prophet and poet were known by the fame 
'appellation among the ancients; and that, at this 
4 day, both the one and the other {poke b 'y boch 
tion, The conjurer refuſed to own. this ahoi) 
which, he faid, formerly ſubſiſtecd, bees both 
ſptcies of the Fates were the EY of fiction; 
but as he himſelf did not fall under that predica- 
ment, he begged leave to difown all connexion 
with the family of the poets ; and the pour author 
would have been diſmiſſe without his err and, 
though he offered to leave an ode as . :curity to 
the magician's fee, to bit) paid from the profit. 


4 
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His fi | third night, had not Cadwallader's curio- 
lity prompted him to know the ſuhert of this 
gentleman's s enquiry, He therefore toll! { him, that 
in conſideration of his genius, he would tor wn, 
ſatisfy him, without a 3 and do! el him to 
| ſpecify the doubts in which he wiſned to be re- 
! ſolved. ; 

The fon of Parnaſſus, glad of this condeſcen- 
ſion, for which he thanked the nec wan 


gave him to underſta nd, that he ha 4; ſome time be- 
tore preſented a play in manuſcript to a certain 
| Vor. III. C 
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great man, at the head of taſte, who had not 5 


only read and approved the performance, but 
allo undertaken to introduce and ſupport it on 
the ſtage; that he (the author) was aſſured by 
this patron, that the play was already (in conſe- 
quence of his recommendation) accepted by one 
of the managers, who had faithfully promiſed 
to bring it to light; but that when he waited on 
this ſame manager, to know when he intended to 
put his production in rehearſal, the man declared 
he had never ſeen or heard of the piece: © Now, 


Mr. Conjurer (ſaid he), 1 want to know whe. | 
ther or not my play has been preſented, and if I | 


have any fort of chance of ſeeing it acted this 
winter.“ 


Cadwallader, who had, in bis younger days, 


ſported among the theatrical muſes, began to loſe 
his temper at this queſtion, which recalled the 
remembrance of his own diſappointments ; and 


diſpatched the author with an abrupt anſwer, im 


porting, that the affairs of the ſtage were altoge- 


ther without the ſphere of his divination, being 


entirely regulated by the damons of diſſimula— 
tion, ignorance, and caprice, 

It would he an endleſs taſk to recount every 
individual reſponſe, which our magician deliver- 
ed, in the courſe of his cumuration, He was 
conſulted in all caſes of law, phyſic, and trade, 
over and above the ordinary fiubjedts of mar- 
riage and fornication z3 his advice and aflit-f 


ance were folicited by ſharpers who defredf 


5 


to poſſeſs an infallible methed of cheating, 
unperceived; by tortune-hunters who wanted} 
to make prize of widows and heireſſes; by} 
debauchees who were diſpoſed to lie with other 


men's wives ; by coxcombs who longed for the 


deach of their fathers 3 by wenches with child, 
who wiſhed themſelves rid of their burthens; by 
merchants who had inſured above value, and 


chirſted after the news of a wreck; by under- 
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FEKEORINE FIECEKLE:; 2” 
writers who prayed for the gift of preſcience, that 
they might venture money upon fach ſhips only 
as mould perform the voyage in {utety ; ” fews 
who wanted to foreſee the fluctuations of it: ck; 


by uturers who advance money upon undecided 


cauſes ; by clients who were dubious of the ho- 
neity of their counſel: in thoit, all matters of un- 
certain iſſue were appealed to this tribunal ; and, 
in point of calculation, De Moire was utterly 
neglected, | 


CH AF. LAEAXXEV. 
The conjurer and hrs aſſociate execute a plan of 
cengeance againſt certain imfidels awho pretend 
to dleſpiſe their art ; and Peregrine atchiowes an 
adventure with a young noblemas:. 


Y theſe means, the whole va ety of charac- 
ters, undiſguiſed, paſſed as it were in review 
before the confederates, who, by divers ingenious 
contrivances, punithed the mott flagrant ott-nders 
with as much leverity as 87 nature e f their plan 
would allow. At length, th: * projected a ſcheme 
for chaſtiſing a number of their own acquginta ce, 
who had all along profeſſed the ak contempt 
for the talent of rhis conjurer, which they endea- 
voured to ridicule in all companies, where his 
{urprifing art was the fubject of diſcourſe ; not 
that they had ſenſe and diſcernment enough to 
perceive the abſurdity of his prctenfions, but at- 
tected a ſingularity of opinion, with a view of in- 
ſulting the inferior underſtandings of thoſe who 
were deceived by ſuch an idle impoſtor. 
Peregrine, indeed, for obvious reaſons, had 
always eſpouſed their judgemen t in this caſe, and 
j ined them in reviling the public character of his 
fiend: but he knew how far the capacities of 
t1ole virtuoſi extended, and had frequently caught 
tiem in the fact of recounting heir exploits 
azamit the conjurer, which were the productions 
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of their own invention only, On theſe conſidera- 
tions, his wrath was kindled againit them, and 
he accordingly concerted mesſures with his coad- 
jutor, for overwhelming them with confuſion and 
diſmay, | 


In the firſt place, a report was ſpread by his: 


emiſſaries, that the magician had undertaken to 
entertain their view witn the 1 of any 
perſon whom his cultomers ſnauld defire to fee, 
whether dead, or at the diffance of a. thouſand 
leagues, This extraordinary propoſal chancing 
to be the ſubject of converſation, in a place 
where moſt of thoſe infidels were aſſembled, they 
talked of it in the uſual ſtile, and ſome of them 


{wore the fellow ought to be pillory'd for his 


preſumption. 

ur hero ſeizing this favourable opportunity, 
acquieſced in their remarks, and oblerved with 
preat vehemence, that it would be 2 Ni ITOTIOUS 
action to put the raſcal to the proof, and then 
tols him in a blanket for non-periormance, They 
were wor. der fuily pleaſed with this ſug geſtion, 
and forthwith determined to try che EX P "riment 2 
though, as they underſtood che-. pparition would 
be produced to one only at a time, they could 
not imme _—_ agree in the choice of the perſon 
who ſhould ita 2 fr brunt of the magician's 
(kill, W Re pg of them ſeveraliy excuſed him. 
ſelf from this preference on various pietences, 
Peregrine readily undertook the poſt, expreting 
great confidence” of the conjurer's incapac ity to 
give him the leaſt cauſe of ee 

This point being ſettled, they diſpatched one 

of their number to Crabtree, in order to beſpeak 
and adjuſt the hour and terms of the operation, 
which he inſiſted upon performing at his own 


apartment, where every thing was prepared for. 


the occaſion. At the appointed time, they went 
thither in a body, to the number of ſeven, in 


full expectation of detecting the inpoſtor, and 


. — — . 3 
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were received with ſuch gloomy formality, as 


ſeemed to have an effect upon ihe countenances 
of ſome among them; though they were encou- 
raged by the vivacity of Pickle, who affected a 
double thare of petulance, for the more effectual 
accompliſhment of his purpoſe. 

Cadwallader made no reply to the interroga- 
tions they uttered in the levity of their inſo— 
lence, at the firſt entrance, but ordered Hadgi 
to conduct thein through the next room, that 
they might ſce there was no previous apparatus 
to attright their deputy with objects foreign to 
his undertaking, They found nothing but a 
couple of wax-tapers burning en a table that 


ſtood with a chair by it, in the middle of the 


apartment, and returned to the audience-chame 
ber, leaving Peregrine by himfelt, to encounter 
the phantorn of that perfon hom they ſhould 
(without his knowledge) delire the magician to 
conjure up to his view. 

All the doors being ſhut, and the company 
ſeated, a profound filence enfued, together with 
a face of dreadful expectation, encouraged by 
the blue flame ef the candles, which were tipt 
with ſulphur for that purpoſe, and heightened by 


the diſinal found of a large bell, which Haꝗgi 


tolle in the anti-chamber, Cadwallader having 
thus praftiied upon their ignorance and tear, de- 
tired them to name the perſon to be produced. 
After ſome whiivers among themlelves,. one of 
them took, the pen, and writing the name of com- 
modore Trunnion upon a flip of paper, put it 
into the hands of the magician, who roſe from 
his teat, and opening the door of his cloſet, diſ- 
played to their view a ikull, with thigh bones 
crofled upon a table covered with black cloth. 
This melancholy ſpeStacle made a remarkable 
impreition upon the imaginations of the com— 
pany, already prepoſſeſſed by the previous cere- 
mony; and they began to iuryvey one another 
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with looks of conſternation, 5 Cadwallader 
ſhutting himſelf in the cloſet, that was contiguous 
to the chamber in which his friend Peregrine 
was ſtationed, thruſt the label with his uncle's 
name through a ſmall chink in the partition, ac- 
cording to agreement, muttering all the time a 
ſort of "gibberiſh, that increaſed The panic of his 
audience; then returning to his chair, the 
knell was knolled again, and Pickle called 
alond, „ Damn your mummery, why don't you 
diipatch ?*? 

This was a fignal to Crabtree, who thus cer- 
tified of his having received the paper, ſtood up 
and waved his wand in the figure of an S. The 
motion being thrice performed, their ears Were 
all of a ſudden invaded by a terrible noiſe in the 
next room, accompanied with the voice of Pe- 
regrine, who exclaimed in a tone of horror and 
amnazement, “Guard me, heaven! my uncle 
Trunnien!“ This qacutation had ſuch an effect 

that two of them ſwooned with 
fear, a third fell upon his knees and prayed 
alcud, while the other three, in a tran {port ct 
difmay and didraſtion, burſt open the door and 
ruſhed into the haunted chamber, where 
found the table and chair overturned, and Pere- 
grine extended {in all appearance) without ſenſe 
or motion upon the floor. 
They immediately began to chafe his temples, 
and the firſt ſymptom of his recovery, which 
they perceived, was an hollow groan ; after which, 
h- pronounced theſe words : &« Merciful powers ! 
if J live, I ſaw the commodore with his black 
patch, in the very cloaths he wore at my ſiſter's 
wedding,” This declaration complcted their 
aftonithreent and terror; they oblerved a wild- 
nels in his Jocks, which he ſeemed to bend on 
ſomething concealed from their view; and were 
infected by his appearance to ſuch a pitch of ſu. 
peritition, chat it would have been an ealy mat- 


they 
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ter to per ſuade them, that the chair and table were 
apparitions of their forefathers, However, they 
conducted Peregrine into the council-chamber, 
where the conjurer and Hadgi were employed in 
minittring to thoſe who had fainted, The patients 
having retrieved the uſe of their faculties, Cad- 


wallader aſſuming a double portion ot [ſeverity 


in his alpcct, aſked, if they were not openers, Th 
their former incredulity ; : declaring „that he w 
ready to give them more convincing proofs of 115 
art upon the ſpot, and would immediately iec 
three generations of their progenitors from the 
dead, if they were diſpoſed to reliſh tuch com - 


pany, Then turning to one of them, Whole 


great- grandfather nad been hanged, „Are you 
(Haid he) ambitious of ſeeing the fir it remarxabic 
perſonage of your family ? Say the word, and he 
tall appear.” 

This youth, who had been the molt infolent 
and obſtreperous of the whole loCicty, and was 
now depreſſed with the ſame proportion of fear, 
alarmed at the propoſal, aſſured the magician, he 
had no curiotity of that ſort remaining; and that 
what he had already ſeen, would (he hoped} have 
a good effect upon his future life and conver- 
ſation. Every one of theſe heroes made an ac- 
knowledgement and profeſſion of. the tame kind, 
ſome of which were attended with tears ; and 
Hadgi having provided chairs for the whole com. 
pany, they " departed exceedingly creſt-fallen. 
Two of the number actually ſickened with the 

agitation they had undergone, while our hero and 
his aſſociate made themſelves merry with the ſuc- 
ceſs of their enterprize, 

But this ſcheme of fortune telling did not en- 
groſs his whole attention; he il] continued to 
maintain his appearance in the beau-monde z and 
as his expence far exceeded his income, ſtrove to 
contract intimacies with people of tered and 
power; he ſhewed himſelf regularly at court, 
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paid his reſpects to them in all places of public 
diverſion, and frequently entered into their par— 
ties, either of pleaſure or cards. In the courſe of 


certain chocolate-houſe, to overivok a match at 
piquet, in which he perceived a couple of ſharpers 
making a prey of a young nobleman, who had 
neither temper nor {kill ſufficient to cope with 
ſuch antagoniſts. g 
Our hero being a profeſſed enemy to all knights 
of induſtry, could not bear to ſee them cheat in 
public with ſuch inſolent audacity, Under pre- 
tence of communicating ſome buſineſs of im- 
portance, he begged the favour of ſpeaking to 
the young gentleman in another corner of the 
room, and in a friendly manner cautioned him 
againſt the arts of his opponents, This hot- 
headed reprefentative, far from thinking or own- 
ing himſelf obliged to Pickle for his good countel, 
looked upon his advice as an infult upon his un- 
derſtanding; and replied with an air of ferocious 
diſpleaſure, that he knew how to take care of his 
own concerns, and would not ſuffer either him cr 
them to bubble him out of one ſhilling. 
Peregrine, offended at the aftociation, as well 
as at the ingratitude and folly of this conccited 
coxcomb, expreſſed his reientment, by telling 
him, that he expected at lealt an acknowledge- 
ment for his candid intention 3 but he found his 
intelle&ts too much warped by his vanity, to per- 
ceive his own want of capacity and experience, 
Inflamed hy this reproof, the young nobleman 
challenged him to play for five hundred pounds, 
with many opprobrious, or at leaſt contemptuous 
terms of defiance, which provoked our hero to 
accept the propoſal. After the other had dit- 
engaged himſelf from the old reoks, who were 
extremely mort:fied at the interruption, the two 
young champions fat down, and fortune acting 
with uncommon impartiality, Pickle, by the tus 


this cultivation, he happened one evening, at a 
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next day ſent Pipes to his {ather's houſe with the 


been ſo impertineat as to {end a mill 
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periority of his talents, in two hours won to the 
amount of as many thouſand pounds, for which 
he was obliged to take his antagoniſt's note, the 
ſharpers h. avins previouſiy! [ecured his ready money, 

Frantic with his loſs, the raſh young man 
wonld hive continued the game, and doubled 
ſtakes every time; fo that Peregrine might have 
increaſed his acquiſition to ten times the "ſom he 
had gained; but he thought he had end ſuf- 
ficiently chaſtiſ the preſumption of the clial- 
lenger, and was unwiiling to empower fortune 
to raviſ} from him the fruits of his ſucceſs; he 
therefore declined my lord's propoſal, unleſs he 
would play tor ready money; and his lordſhip 
having in vain tried his credit among the com- 
pany, our adventurer withdrew, leaving aim in 
An oy acy of rage and ditappoimtment. 

Ss the infolence of his behaviour had increa! fed 
with his ill luck, and he had given vent to divers 
exprefiions nich Pereg rr3ne took amiſs, our 
young gentleman retoly ed to augment his puniſh - 
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ment, by teizing him with dem inds which could 
not, he knee, . im no liatcly ſatisfied; and 


note, which was drawn payable upon demand. 
The debtor, who had gone to bed half diſtracted 
viti his misfortune, finding himſeif waked with 
ſich a difacrecable dun, loſt all patience, curſed 
Pickle, threatened hi 5 meſſenger, blaſphemed 
with horrible execrations, and made ſuch a noiſe 
as reached the ears of his father, who ordering 
his lon to be called into his preſence, examined 
him about the cauſe of that uproar, which had 
diſturbed the whole family, The young gentle. 

nan, after having eſſayed to amuſe him with 
118 dry equivocations, Which ſerved only to in- 
creaſe his ſuſpicion, and defire of knowing t 
truth, acknowledged that he had loſt fomc 
ney over night at caids, to a gameſter whe 3 
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manding it that morning, though he had told the 
fellow, that it would not ſuit him to pay it imme- 
diately. The father, who was a man of honour, 


reproached him with great ſeverity for his profli.. 


gate behaviour in general, and this ſcandalous 
debt in particular, which he believed to be ſome 


trifle ; then giving him a bank note for five hun- 


dred pounds, commanded him to go and dit- 


charge it without loſs of time. This well-prin- 
cipled heir took the money, but inſtead of waiting 


upon his creditor, he forthwith repaired to the 


gaming-houſe in hopes of retrieving his Jols ;. 


and before he roſe from the table, ſaw his note 
mortgaged for ſeven-eighths of its value. 


Meanwhile, Pickle, incenſed at the treatment 


which his ſervant had received, and informed of 


his lordſhip's ſecond loſs, which aggravated his 
reſentment, determined to preſerve no medium; 


and taking out a writ the ſame day, put it imme-. 
diately in execution upon the body of his debtor, 
Juſt as he ſtept into his chair at the door of White's 
Chocolate -houſe. The priſoner being naturally 
fierce and haughty, attempted to draw upon the 
bailiffs, who diſarmed him in a. twinkling ; and 
this effort ſerved only to heighten his diſgrace, 
which was witneſſed by a thouſand people, moſt of 
whom laughed very heartily at the adventure of. 
a lord's being arreſted. 

Such a public tranſaction could not long eſcape 


the knowledge of his father, who (that very day) 


had the ſatisfaction to hear that his ſon was in a 


ſpunging-houſe. In conſequence of this informa... 


tion, he ſent his ſteward to learn the particulars of 


the arreſt, and was equally offended, ſurpriſed, 


and concerned, when he underſtood the nature 


of the debt, which he imagined his fon had al- 
ready diſcharged, Unwilling to pay ſuch a con- 


Hderable ſum for a ſpendthrift, whom he had but 
too much indulged, and who in leſs than one 


| week might involve himſelf in ſuch another dif- 


| 
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ficulty, the old gentleman wrote a letter to Pe- 
regrine, repreſenting; what a hardſhip it would'be 
upon him to forfeit tuch ſums by the indiſcretion 
of a ſon, whoſe engagements he was not bound 
to fulfil, and defiring ſome mitigation in his de- 
mand, as it was not a debt contracted for value 
received, but incurred without ſubjecting him 
to the leaſt damage or inconvenience. | 
Our adventurer no ſooner received this letter, 
than he went in perſon to wait upon the author, 
to whom he, in a candid manner, related the 


particular circumſtances of the match, together 


with the ingratitude and audacity of his fon, which 
he ownet had ſtimulated him to ſuch meaſures as 
he, otherwiſe, would have ſcorned to take. The 
nobleman acknowledged, that the revenge was 
hardly adequate to the provocation, and con- 
demned the conduct of his ſon with ſuch juſtice 
and integrity, as diſarmed Peregrine of his re- 
ſentment, and ditpoſed hin to give an undoubted 
proof of his own diſintereſtedneſs, which he im- 
medliataly exhibited, by producing the note, and 
tearing it to pieces, after having aftured his lord- 
ſhip, that the writ ſhould be withdrawn, and the 
priſoner diſcharged before night. 

The earl, who perfectly well underſtood the 
value of money, and was no ſtranger to the cha- 
racters of mankind, ſtond amazed at this ſacrifice, 
which Pickle proteſted was offered by his eſteem 
for his lordthip: and after having complimented 
him upon his generoſity, in a very uncommon 
train of encomium, begg'd the favour of his 
acquaintance, and infilted upon his dining with 


him next day. The youth, proutl of having met 


with ſuch an opportunity to diftinguiſh anale!t, 
in lefs than an hour performed every article of 


his promite z and in the morning was viſited by 
the debtor, who came by the exprets order of his 
father, to thank him for the obligation under 
which he was laid, and to aſk parton tor the 
offence he had gen. C6 
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This condeſcenſion was very glorious for our 

hero, who graciouſly received his ſubmiſſion, 
and accompanied him to dinner, where he was 
careſſed by the old earl with ma;ks of particular 
affection and efteem. Nor was his gratitude 
confined to exterior civility; he offered him the 
uſe of his intereſt at court, which. was very 
powerful, and repeated his deſire of ſerving him 
ſo preſſingly, that Peregrine thought he could 
not diſpenſe with the opportunity of aſſiſting his 
abſent friend Godfrey, in whole behalf he begg d 
the influence of his lordſhip. 
The earl, pleated with this requeſt, which was 
another proof of the young 8 benevo- 
lence, ſaid, he would not fail to pay the utmolit 
regard to his recommendation; and in fix weeks 
a captain's commiſſion was actually ſigned fer the 
brother of Emilia, who was very agreeably ſur— 
priſed at the intimation he received from the War 
Office, though he was utterly ignorant of the canal 
through which he obtained that promotion. 


. 

Peregrine ig celebrated a5 a wit and patron, and 
proceeds to entertain Himel, at the experice of 
UD02 1t dit CONCEFR« 

N the mean time, Peregrine flouriſhed in the 
gay ſcenes of life, and (as I hase already ob. 
ſerved) had divers opportunities of profiiitg In 
the way of marriage, had not jus ambition been 


a little too inordinate, and his heart ft] biafled 


by a paſſion, which all the Jevity of youth could 
not balance, nor all the pride of vanity overcome. 
Nor was cur hero unmarked in the world of 
letters and taſte; he had fignalized Limielt in ſe- 
veral poetica] productions, by which he had ac- 
quired a good ſhare of reputation : not that the 
picces were {och as ought to have done much ho- 


nour to his genins 3 but any tolerable pertorm- 
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37 
ance from a perſon of his figure, and tuppoſed 


tortune, will always be rankdemnd: by the bulk of 


readers, as an inſtance cf aſtoniſhing capacity; 
though the very fame produ Tron, uſhered into ihe 
world with the name of an author in leſs effluent 
circumſtances, would be juftle eg. N and 
detpiſed 3 fo much is the opinion of moſt people 
influenced and overawed by relic ulous conſider- 
ations, 

Be this as it will, our young gentleman was no 
ſooner di ſtinguiſhed as an author, than he was 
maiked out as a patron, by all the ſtarving rt 
tainers to poetty ; he was ſolemnized in odes, 
celebrated in epigrams, and fed with the mi:k af 
{oft dedication, His vanity even rel:ſhed this 
incenſe 3 and though his reaſon could not help 
deſpiſing thoſe that offered it, not one of them 
was ſent away unowned by his munificence. 
He began to think himſelf, in gocd earneſt, that 
ſuperior genius which their flattery had defcrib. 

he cultivated acquaintance with the wits 
of fafhion, and even cempoſed in fecret a num— 
ber of bons mots, which he uttered in con pany 
as the impromptus of his imagination. Jn this 
practice, indeed, he imitated tome of the mot 
renowned geniuſes of the age, who (if the truth 
were known) have labowed in {.cret, with the 
ſweat of their brows, for many a repartee winch 


they have vended as the i immediate production of 


fancy and ex preſſion. He was ſo ſucceſsful in 
this exerciſe of his talents, that his ſame attually 
came in.ccmpetition with that great man, who 
had long fat at the helm of wit: and tn a dialogue 
that once happened between them, on the ſul- 
ject of a cork-ſcrew, wherein the altercation was 
diſcharged (according to Bayes) ſlap for flap, 
daſh for daih, our hero was judged to have the 
better of his lordſhip, by fome of the minor 
ſatellites, that commonly ſurround and 1rcfict 
*he rays of ſuch mighty luminaries. 
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In a word, he dipped himſelf ſo far in theſe li- 


terary amuſements, that he took the manage- 
ment of the pit into his direction, putting him 
ſelf at the head of thoſe critics who call them. 
ſelves the Town ; and in that capicity chaſtiſed 
ſeveral players, wo had been rendered inſolent 
and refractory by unmerited ſucceſs, oe for the 
new broductions of the ſtage, thoug! really 
un picited and inſipid, they always e on the 

benefit of his influence and protection - becauſe 


he never difliked the performance fo much as he 


ſympathized with the poor author, who ſtood 
behind the ſcenes in che moſt dreadful luſpenſe, 
trembling, as it were, on the very brink of dam. 
nation: yet, though he extended his generolity 
and compaſhon to the humble and mms? c. he ne- 
ver jet flip one opportunity of mertifying vil- 
lany and arrogance. Had the executive power 
of the le gillature been veſted in him, he would 
have doubrleſy deviſed range ſpecies of punith- 
ment for all offenders a againſt humanity and de- 
corum ; but, reſtricted as he was, he employed 
his invention in ſubjecting them to the ridicule 
and contempt of their fellow. {ub;ects, 

It was with this view he (et on foot the ſcheme 
of conjuration, which was {till happily carried 
on, and made ule of the intelligence of his friend 
Cadwalls ler; ; tho' he ſometimes converted this 
—_—— to the purpoſes of gallantry, being (as 
the reader may have perceived) of a very amorous 
complexion, He not only acted the reformer, or 
rather the caſtigator, in the faſhionable world, hut 
ally exerciled his talents among the inferior clals 
of people, who chanced to incur his eee eee 

One miſchievous plan that entered our hero' 

im agination, was ſuggeſted by two Cog 
publiſhed in the ſame paper, by perlons who 
wanted to borrow certain fums of money, for 
which they promiſed to give undeniable lecurity. 
Peregriue, from the (tile and manner of both, 
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concluded they were written by attornies, a ſpe- 


cies of people for whom he entertained his une 

averhon. In order to amuſe himſelf, and feme 
of his friends, with thcir. e eee en, he 
wrote a letter ſigned A. B. each advertiſer, 


according to the addre(s ecified. in the news. 


paper, importing, that if he would come with his 
writings, to a certain coffee-houſe near the Tem- 
ple, preciſely at ix. o'clock in the evening, he 
would find a perfon fitting in the right-band box 
next to the window, who would be glad to treat 
with him about the ſubject of his advertiſement, 


and, ſhould his ſecurity be liked, would accom -. 


e ee him with the ſum which he wanted to 


raiſe. Before the hour of this double appoint- 
ment, Pickle, with bis friend Cadwallader, and 


2 few more 


fre-houſe, and ſeated themſelves near the place 
that was deſtined for their meeting. 


The 8 of l money had ſuch on evi- 


dent effect upon their punctuslity, that one of 


them arrived a conſiderable time before the hour; 


and having reconneitred the room, took his fta- 
tion according to the direction he had received, 
fixing h's eye upon a clock that ſtood before him, 
and aſking of the bar-xeeper if it was not too 
flow, He had not remained in this poſture many 
minutes, when he was joined hy a ſtrange figure, 
that wacdled into the room, with a bundle of pa- 
pers in ls boſom, and the [/weat running et ver his 
noſe, Seeing a man in the box to which he had 
been direQed, he took it for granted he was the 
lender; and as ſoon. as he could 
breath, which was almoit exhauſted by the diſ- 
patch he had made, Sir (ſaid he), 


that loan. — Here he was interrupted by the 
other, who eagerly replied, “ A. B. Sir, 1 _ 
poſe. The ſame (cried the laſt comer) ; 


gentlemen, to whom he had thought: 
proper to con, municate the plan, went to the cof- 


recover his- 


I preſume 
you are the gentleman I was to meet, about 
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was afraid I ſhould be too late; for I was de- 


tamed beyond my expeCtation, by a nobleman at 
the other end of the town that wants to mortgage 


a {mall trifle of his eſtate, ahout a thouſand a 


year; and my watch happens to be in the hands 
of the maker, having met with an accident a 
few nights. ago, which ſet it aſleep, But how- 
ſomever, there's no time Joſt, and J hope this af- 
fair will be tranſacted to the ſatisfaction of us 
both, For my own part, I love to do good of- 
fices myttlt, and therefore I expect nothing but 
what is fir and honuit of other people.“ 

lis new friend was exceedingly comforted by 
this declaration, which he confidered as a happy 
omen of lus ſuccefs; and the hope of fingering 
the caſh operated viſibly in his countenance, 
while he expreſſed his ſatisfaction at meeting 
vith a pert: Mm of ſuch canlour and humanity. 
N he plcalure (aid he) of deal! ing with an © aly 
CGNic vientious man, is, in my opinion, ſuperior to 
that of touching all the money upon earth; for 
what joy can be compared with hat a generous 


mind feels in befriending its fellow-creatures ? - 


9 
I was never to happy in my life, as at one time, 


in lending five hundred pounds to a worthy gen- 
tleman in diitreſs, without inſiſting upon rigid 
[-curity, Sir, one may eaſily diſtinguiſh an up— 
right man by his countenance: for example now, 
I think 1 covid take your word "ip ten thou! N 
pounds.“ The other with great joy proteſtec 

that he was right in his conjecture, and er- ted 
the compliment a thouſmd fold; by which 
means, the expectation of both was wound up 
to a very intereſting pitch; and both, at the fame 
inſtant, began to produce their papers, in the 


untying of 9 their hands ſhook with tranl. + 


ports of eagerneſs and impatience z white their 
eyes were ſo intent upon their work, that they did 
no. Perecive the occupation of cach other. 

At length, one of them, having got the ſtart 
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of the other, and unrolled ſeveral ſkins of muſty 
parchment, directed his view to the employment 
of his friend; and ſceing him fumbling at his 
bundle, aſked if that was a blank bond and con- 
veyance which he had brought along with him, 
The other, without lifting up his eyes, or de— 


ſiting from his endeavours to looſe the knot, - 


which by this time he had applied to his teeth, 
anſwered this queſtion in the negative, oblervinz, 


that the papers in his hand were the ſecurity 


which he propoſe! to give for the money. 

This reply converted the looks of the inquirer 
into a ſtare of infinite ſtolidity, accompanied with 
the word, Auhan ! which he pronounced in a tone 
of fear and aſtoniſhment, The other, alarmed 
at this note, caſt his eyes towards the ſuppoſed 
lender, and was in a moment infected by his aſ- 
pet. All the exultation of hope that ipaikled 
in their eyes, was now jucceeded by diſappoint. 
ment and diſmay ; and while they gazed ruefully 
at each other, their features were gradually elon- 
gated, like the tranſient curls of a Midgle-row 


| perriwig. 


This emphatic ſilence was, however, broke by 
the laſt comer, who, in a faultering accent, de- 
fired the other to recolle&t the contents of his let- 
ter, © Of your letter !'* cried the fiiſt, putting 
into his hand the advertiſement he had received 
from Pickle z which he had no ſooner pcruted, 
than he produced his own for the ſatisfaction of 


the other party: ſo that another gloomy paule | 


enſued, at the end of which, each uttered a pro- 
found ſigh, or rather groan, and riling up, 
ſneak' d off, without farther communication; he 
who ſeemed to be the moſt afflicted of the two, 
taking his departure with an exclamation of 
«© Humbugged, egad!“ 

Such were the amuſements of our hero, tho? 
they did not engroſs his whole time, ſome part of 
which was dedicated to nocturnal riots and re- 
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vels, among a fet of young noblemen, who had de- 
nounced war againſt temperance, ceconomy, and 
common ſenſe, and were indeed the devoted ſons 
of tumult, walte, and prodigality. Not that Pere- 
grine reliſhed thoſe ſcenes, which were a ſuccel- 
ſion of abſurd extravagance, devoid of al} true 
ſpirit, taſte, or enjoyment : but his vanity prompt— 
ed him to mingle with thoſe who were entitled 
the choice ſpirits of the age; and his difpofition 
was to pliable, as to adapt itſelf eaſily to the mea- 
ſures of his company, where he had not influence 
enough to act in the capacity of director, Their 
rendezvous was at a certain tavern, which might 
be properly (tiled the temple of exceſs, where 
they left the choice of their fare to the diſcretion 
of the landlord, that they might ſave themſelves 
the pains of exerciſing their own reafon ; and in 
order ro avoid the trouble of adjuſting the hill, 
ordered the waiter to declare how much every in— 
dividual muſt pay, without ſpecifying the arti- 
cles of the charge. This proportion generally 
amounted to two guineas per head for each din— 
ner and ſupper, and frequently exceeded that 
ſum; of which the landlord durit not abate with- 
out running the riſque of having h's noſe {lit for 
his moderation, 

But this was a puny expence, compared with 


done to the turniture and ſervants, in the mad- 
neſs of their intoxication, as well as the Joſs they 
ſuſtained at hazard, an amuſement to which all 
of them had r-courle, in the progreſs of their de- 
hanckes, This elegant diverſion was introduced, 
encouraged, and promoted by a crew of rapacious 
ſarpers, who had made themſelves neceſſary 
companions to this hopeful generation, by the 
talents of pimping and huffoonery. Though 
they were univerſally known, even by thoſe they 
preyed upon, to have no other means of earning 
their livelihood, than the moſt infamous and 


that which they often incurred, by the damage 
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fraudulent practices, they were care 


courted by theſe infatuated dupcs, w he 


of honour who would not join in their 
would have been treated with the utmo 


nity and contempt. 
Though Peregrine, in his heart, deteſted thoſe 
ahandoned couries, and was a profeſſed enemy to 


tie whole fociety of gameſters, whom 
lered and always treated a as the foes of 


kind, he was inteniibly accuitomed to lice 1tious 


riot, and even led imnerceptih ly into 


thoſe cormorants, who are no leſs dangerous in 


43 
Ted and 
na man 
exceſles 
N 1 indig- 


re con- 
humane 


play by 


the art of cheating, than by t their coniummate 


fill in working upon the paſſi ons of 


Una ry 


youth. They are, for the moſt part, naturally 


cool, phlegmatic, and crafty, and, by a 
bit of diſſimulation, have gained an abi 


minion over the haſty paſſions of the heart; 


long ha- 


Olute do- 


10 


that they engage with manifeſt advantage over 


11 impatience and impetuol ity of a war 
ſignit g te mper, like that of cur voung 


m unde. 
2 gentle- 


man, Who when he was heated wit U wine, miſled 


Y 


by example, invited on one hand, and 
the other, forgot all his maxims of ca 
ſobriety, and plunging into the reignin 
the place, had frequent occaiions to 


dt 1 55 1 Cn 
tion and 


g folly of 


moralize 


in the morning upon the Joſs of the preceding 


night. 
D _ 2 0 . ' hb 
'Dheſe penitential reflections were 


with many laudable reſolutions of profitin 


experience which he had o deurly Merchant : 


but he was one of thole philoſophers, 


attended 
— b the 


1. 
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ways * off, till another as the COMmENnCce- 
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Peregrine receives a letter from Hatchway, in 
conſ:gience of WHICH he repairs to the garriſon, \ 


an performs the lat t offices to his aunt, Heis 


210 TW by Mr. Gaunt tlet, auh invites him to 


his NAYTIAGE» 

N this circle of amuſements our her o's time 

was parcelled out, and few young gentlemen 
of the ave Enjoy ed life with greater reiiſh, not- 
withſtanding thote intervening checks of reaton, 
which ſerved only to het his appetite for a re- 
petition of the pleaſures ſhe {o prudently con- 
demned ; when he received the tollowing letter, 
by which he was determined to viſit his eſtate in 
the country, 

Cousin Pick LE, 

I HOPE you are in a better trim par your 
aunt, who hach been fait moored to ker bed theſe 
ſeven weeks by icveral fect of under-water logging 
in her hold wand bollop, whereby 1 doubt her 
planks are rotted, fo as the cannot chuſe but fall 
to pieces in a ſhort time. | have done all in my 
pewer to keep her tight and eaſy, and free from 


tudden ſqualls that might overſtrain her. And 
here have been the doctors, who have ikuttled. 


her lower deck, and let cut fix gallons of wa- 
ter. For my own part, I wonder how the devil 
it came there; for you know as how jt was a li- 
quor ſhe never took in. But as for thote fellows 
the doctors, they are like urikilful Carpenters, 
that in mending one leak make a couple; and 


ſo ſhe fills again apace, But the wortt fign of ail 


is this here, ſhe won't let a arop of Naniz go be- 
twixt the combings of her teeth, and "Mg quite 
loſt the rudder of her und: eſtanding, whereby 
ſhe yaws woundily in her ſpeech, palavering 
about ſome forcign part called the New Geereu- 
ſalem, and wiſhing herſelf in a ſafe birth in the 


river Gcoidun. Ihe parton, 1 mult lay, Rrives 


TIN de be 
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Ito keep her ſtea adys concerning the navigation of 


her foul, and talks very ſenſibly of charity and the 
poor, where of ſhe hath left a ſe: zacy of two hun- 
dred pounds in her will, And here has been 
Mr. Gamaliel and your brother my lord, demand. 
ing entrance at the gate, in order to ſce her; but 
| would not ſuffer them to come aboard, and 
pointed my patereroes, which made them ſheer 
off. Your ſiſter, Mrs. Clover, keeps cloſe watch 
upon her kinfſwoman, without ever turning in, 


| and a kind hearted young woman it is. I fhowlsd 


be glad to fee you at the carrifon, if the wind of 
| your inclination fits that way ; and mayhap it 
may be a comfort to your aunt, to behold yOu 
aiong fide of her, when her eben 15 apeak. 
So no more at preſent, but feſts 
Your ſ friend 
And humble ſervant to command, 
JoiiN HATCHWAY, 
Next morning, after the receipt of this epiſtle, 
| Peregrine, in order to manifeſt his regard 10 his 
aunt, as well as his friendſhip for honeſt Tack, 
et out on herſeback for their habi itation, attende d 


1 by P; ip 88, Who longed tO tee h 1g Old meſs: mate; 7 


but before he reach. ied the garriſon, Mrs. Hatch. 
way had given up the ghoſt, in the three- 
ſcor: and fifth year of her age, The wicower 
ſeemed to bear his loſs with reſign? tion, and be- 
haved very dec cently upon the occatton, though he 
did not undzrgo thoſe dangerous tr anſport s of 
ſorrow, which, ſome tencer- he arted huſbands have 
felt at the departure of their wives. The lieu- 
tenant was naturally a philo ſopher, and fo well. 


b 


diſpoſcd to acquieſce in the Git Henſations of Pro. 
vidence, that in this, as well as in evcry other 
emergency of his life, he firmly believed, that 
every thing which happened was for the beſt, 
Peregrine's taſk, thercfore, was not ſo great in 
comforting | him, as in conſoling his own ſiſter, 


who with great poignancy and ſincerity of grief, 
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lamented the death of the only relation with 1 


whom the had maintained any intimacy of cor- 
reſpondence; for her mother was as implacable as 
ever, in her enmity againſt her and Peregrine, 
and rather more determined in her rancour ; that 


FA r 


which was originally a ſudden tranſport of indig— ; 
nation, being by this time ſettled into a con- 
firmed inveteracy of hate. As for Gam, who |! 
was now dignified by the country people with the | 


appeliation of the young. Squire, he ſtill acted in 
the capacity of miniſter to the caprice and venge- 
ace of his mother, taking all opportunities of 
difturbing Julia's peace, fl. indering her reputa- 


tion, and committing outrages againſt the te- 
nants and dometitics of her huſband, who was a 


man of a quit and timotous diſpoſition. 

But the chief amuſement of young Pickle, in 
his later years, was the chace, in which he ac- 
quIrea lome renown by his intrepidity and re- 
markaHle fi figure, which improved every day in 
detormity 3 infomuck as to {uggelt a ludicrous 
ſcheme of revenge to a gentleman in the neigh- 
bourhood. Having been atfrop ted by the inſo- 
lence of Crookback, he cloathed a large baboon 
that was in his poſſeſſion, in a dreſs that reſem- 
ble] the hunting equipage of Gam ; and order— 


back of his keeneſt hunter, turned them out one 
day after the hounds, The horſe in a little time 
outſtripping al! the reft in the field, the rider was 


miſtaken tor Gam by the whole company, who | 


ſaluted him as he paſſed with a halloo, obſerv— 
ing, that the ſquire had his uſual good luck, 
in being better mounted than nis neighbours, 


Pickle afterwards appearing in his own perſon, 


created great aſtoniſhment in the {pc&tators, 
one of whom aſked if he had ſplit himſelf in 
twain, and pointed out his repreſentative, who 
was by this time almoſt up with the hounds ; 


. * * _ . 5 
upon which, the identical Gam went in purſuit 
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of the impoſtor. When he overtook him he was 
ſo much enraged at the counterfeit, that he at- 
tacked the baboon whip in hand, ant. in all pro— 
bability, would have ſacrificed him to his reſent— 
ment, had not he been prevented by the other 
fox-hunters. They interpoled in order to make 
up the difference betwixt two brothers of the 
ſport, and were equilly ſurpriſed and diverted, 

vhen they diſtinguiſhed the quality of Cracks 
hack's antagoniſt, wirlich they reſcued from his 
rage, and re-conveyed to its malter, 

Peregrine, at the requeſt of his friend Jack, 


took charge of his aunt's funeral, to which his 


parents were invited, though they did not think 
proper to appear, or pay the leatt regard to his 
lolicitations, when he defired — on to wait 
upon them in perſon. Neverthelels, old Gaina- 
liel, at the inftigation of his wife, afterwards ob- 
tained an order from Doctor's Commons, oblig 


ing Hatchway to produce the will of his wite, on 


the luppofition that ſhe had begqueath<«d to him 
ſome part of the money which (he k nc) was at 
her own diſpoſal. But from this ſtæp he reaped 
no other ſatis faction than that of finding himſelf 
altogether neglected by the teſtatrix, who had 
left all her effects to her huſband, except one 
thouſand pounds with her jewels to Julia's 
d aughter; the bene faction mentioned in the heu- 
tenant's letter, and ſome inconſiderable legacies 
to her favourite domeſtics. 

A few days after the interment of this good 
la- 17 our hero was agree? bly ſurpriſed with a 
viſit from his friend Godfrey, who had come to 
England in conſequence of that promotion which 
he owed to his intereſt, though the ſoldier him 
ſelf placed it to the credit of a certain courtier who 
had formerly promiſed to befriend him, and now 
finding his advancement unowned, very modeſt- 
ly arrogated the merit of it to bimſelf. He com- 
municated his good fortune to Pickle, who come 
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plimented him upon it as an event of which he 
had no precognition; and at the fame time told 
him, that, in conſequence of his preferment, his 


ready fixed; and that nothing would be wanting 
to his happineſs, if Peregrine would honour the 
nuptials with his preſence. 

Our hero accepted the invitation with great 
eagerneſs, when be learned that Emilia would be 
there in quality of bride*'s-maid 3 and now re- 
peated what he had formerly written to his friend, 
namely, that he was not only willing, but ex- 
tremely impatient to atone for his mad behaviour 
to that young lady, by laying himſelf and his 
whole fortune at her feet. Godfrey t! iankea him 
for his honourable intention, and promiſed to uſe 
his influence, and that of Sophy, in his behalf, 
tough he ſeemed dubious of their fuccels, on ac- 


pardon the leaſt ſhadow of diſreſpect. He owned, 
indeed, he was not certain that ſhe would appear 
in the ſame company with Pickle ; but as ſhe had 
made no ſtipulations on that fore; he would in- 
terpret her lence in the moſt favourable man- 
ner, and keep her in ignorance of his dehgn, un- 
til ſhe ſhould find it too late to retract with any 
decency, The hope of ſeeing and converſing 
with Emilia, and perhaps of being reconciled: to 
ker, after having ſuffered ſo much and ſo long 
from her diſpleaſure, raiſed a tumult of ideas in 
his breaſt, and produced a ſtrange inquietude of 
joy and perturbation, Gauntlet having ſtayed 
with him a few days, and ſignified the time ap- 
pointed for his {poul als, took his leave, in order 
to prepare for the occaſion ; while Peregrine, 
vith his friend Hatchway, made a tour among 
his acquaintance in the country, with a view of 
founding their inclinations touching a project 


couſin at Windfor had conſented to his being 
immediately united in the hands of wedlock with 
his lovely Sophy ; that the wedding-day was al- 
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which he had lately conceived , of offering hin 
felf as a candidate for a certain borough in t! 
neigh bourhood, at the eniuii 8 Clectlon tor 101 
bers of parliament, 

This ſcheme, which was ſaggcſted to him by 
one of his q: lality p datrops, would have ſuccteched 
according to his art kad the election taken 
place immediately; but before that happened, his 
intereſt was over-balanced by ſome tma!l zccrdents 
that will be-recorded in the fcquel. In the mean 
time he repaired to Winelfor on the eve of his 
friend's marriage, and underſtood from Godtrey, 
th: at it was with the utmoſt Cifliculty he and So- 
phy coul prevail upon his üſter to be preſent at 
the wedding, when ſhe was intormed that her 
lover was invited; and that her conſent had not 
been obtained until they bad promited, on the 
part of Peregrine, that he ſhould not renew the 
old topic, nor even fpeak to her in the tile of 
former acquaintance, 

Our young gentieman was nettled at this pre- 
liminary, to which, however, he taid he would 
adhere; and ſo we 1] did he think himtelf fortifled 
with pride and reſentment, that be reſolved to 
behave towards her with ſuch indifference, as 
would, he h. oped, mortity her vanity, and there. 
by puniſh her for the implacabillty of her diſpo- 
fition, Armed 3 theſe ſentiments, he wes 
next day introduced by Godfrey to the bride, 
who received him with her uſual fweeineſs of 
temper and affability; and E:nila h eing prelent 
he ſaluted ner with a chſtant how, which me ac: 
krowledger with a cold curtiey, and an alpect 
of ice. Tho' this deportment conhrmed his dil: 
pleaſure, her beauty undermined his reſolution ; 
he thought her chu ms Were infinite! unpt cred 
ſince their latt parting, and a thovuiand fond wan, 
ges recurring; to his imagi mation; he felt l 
whole ſou] difiolying into tendernels and eve. 

In order to baniſh thoſe dangerous ideas, ne 
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ze THE ADVENTURES OF | 
endeavoured to enter into a gay converſation 
with Sophy, on the ſubject of the approaching 
ceremony; but his tongue performed its office 
aukwardly, his eyes were attracted towards Emi- 
lia, as if they had been ſubje& to the power of 
faſcination ; in ſpite of all his efforts, a deep 
ſigh eſcaped from his boſom, and his Whole ap- 
pearance indicated anxiety and confuſion. 

The bridegroom perceiving his condition, | 
abridged the viſit, and having conducted his 
companion to his own lodgings, expreſſed his 
concern at having been the innocent occaſion of 
his uneaſineſs, by expoſing him to the ſight of 
Emilia, which he perceived had given him pain, 
Peregrine, who had by this time recollected the 
diftates of his pride, aſſured him, that he was 
wery much miſtaken in the cauſe of his diſorder, 
which was no other. than a ſudden. qualm, to 
which he had been for ſome time ſubject; and to 
thew him how philoſophically he could bear the 
diſdain of Emilia, which, with all deference to 
her conduct, he could not help thinking a little 
too ſevere, he deſired, as the bridegreom had 
made preparation for a private ball in the even- 
ing, that he would provide him with an agree-/ 
able partner; in which caſe he would exhibit un- 
doubted proofs of the tranquillity of his heart, 
J was in hopes (anſwered Godfrey) of being 
able, with the aſſiſtance of Sophy, to make up 
matters between yeu and my filter, and for that 
reaſon kept her unengaged to any other gentle-f 
man for the night; but ſince the was ſo pœeviſh. 
ly obſtinate, I ſhall take care to accommodate you 
with a very handſome young lady, whole part- 
ner will not be ſorry to exchange her for Emilia. 

The thoughts of having an opportunity to 
coguet with another woman, under the eye of this“ 
implacable miſtreſs, ſupported his ſpirits during 
the ceremony which put Gauntlet in poſſeſſion ot 
his heart's deſire ; and, by means of this cordial, 
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he found himſelf fo undiſturbed at dinner, tho? 
he ſat oppoſite to his fair enemy, that he was able 
to paſs ſome occaſional jokes upon the new- 
married couple, with ſome appearance of mirth 
and good humour, Nor did Emily any other- 


wile ſeem affected by his preſence, than by ex- 


cepting him from the participation of thoſe ge- 


nial regards which ſhe diftributed to the reſt of - 


the company. This eaſineſs of behaviour on her 
fide reinforced his reſolution, by giving him 
pretence to call her ſenſibility in queſtion ; for he 
could not conceive how any woman of acute 
feelings could fit unmoved, in preſence of a man 
with whom ſhe had ſuch recent and intimate con- 
nexion ; not conſidering that ſhe had much more 
reaſon to condemn his affectation of unconcern, 
and that her external deportment might, like his 
own, be an effort of pride and reſentment. 
This conteſt, in point of diſhmulation, con. 


tinued till night, when the company was paired 


for dancing, and Peregrine began the ball by 
walking a minuet with the bride ; then he took 
out the young lady to whom he was recommend- 
ed by Gauntlet, being very well pleaſed to ſee 
that her perſon was ſuch as might have inſpired 
even Emily herſelf with jealouſy, tho' at the 
ſame time he perceived his miſtreſs coupled 
with a gay young officer, whom (with all que 
deference to his own qualifications) he conſidered 
as no deſpicable rival. However, he himſelf firſt 
began hoſtilities, by becoming all of a ſudden 
particular with his partner, whom he forthwith 
aſſailed with flattering compliments, that ſoon 
introduced the ſubject of love, upon which he 
expatiated with great art and elocution, uſing 
not only the faculty of ſpeech, but alſo the lan- 
guage of the eyes, in which he was a perfect 
connoiffeur, 

This behaviour ſoon manifeſted itſelf to the 
whole aflembly, the greateſt part of whom be- 
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lieved that he was in good earneſt captivated by 
the charms of his par tner, while Emilia penetra- 
ting into his deſign, turned his own artillery upon 
himſelf, by ſeeming to liſten with pleaſure to the 
addrefſes of his rival, who was no novice in the 
art of making love: ſhe even affected uncommon 
vivacity, and giggled aloud at every whiſper 
which he conveyed into her ear, inſomuch that 
ſhe, in her turn, afforded ſpeculation to the com- 
pany, who imagined the young feldier had made 
a conqueſt of the bridegroom's ſiſter, 

Pickle himſelf began to cheriſh the ſame opi- 
nion, which gradually invaded his good humour, 
and, at length, filled his boſom with rage. He 
ſtrove to ſupprets his indignation, and called 
every cor ſideration cf vanity and revenge to his 
aid: he endeavoured to wean his eyes from the 
fatal object that diſturbed him, but they would 
ot obey his direction and command; he wiſhed 
himſelf deprived of all ſenſation, when he heard 
her laugh and ſaw her ſmile upon the officer; 
and, in the courſe of country-dancing, when he 
was r to join hands with her, the touch 
thrilled thro” all his nerves, and kindled a flame 
within him which he could not contain, In a 
word, his endeavours to conceal the fituation of 
his thoughts were ſo violent, that his conſtitu- 


tion could not endure the ſhock ; the ſweat ran 


down his forchead in a ſtream, the colour va- 
nitked from his cheeks, his knees began to totter, 
and his eyeſight to fail : ſo that he muſt have 
fallen at his full length upon the floor, had not 
he retired very abruptly into another room, where 
he threw himſelf upon a couch and fainted, 

In this candifion he was found by his friend, 
who ſeeing him withdraw with ſuch ſymptoms bf 
diſorder, followed him thither; and when he re- 
covered the uſe of his facuities, preſſed him to 
make uſe of a bed in that houſe, rather than ex- 
poſe kimſelf in the night air, by going home to 
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PEREGRINE PICE LE. 53 
his own lodgings ; but not being able to prevail 
upon him to accept the offer, he wrapped him 
up in a cloak, and conducting him to the inn 
where he lodged, helped him to undreis and go 
to bed, where he was immediately ſeized with a 
violent fit of the ague, Godfrey behaved with 
great tenderneſs, and would have actually bore 
him company all night, notwithſtanding the cir- 


 cumftances of his own ſituation, had not his 


friend inſiſted upon his returning to the compa— 
ny, and making his apology to his partner for 
his ſudden departure, 

This was a ſtep abſolutely neceſſary towards 
maintaining the quiet of the aſſembly, which he 
found in great conſternation, occaſioned by his 
abſence; for ſome of the ladies ſecing the bride- 


groom follow the ſtranger in his retreat, the 


meaning of which they did not comprehend, 
began to be afraid of a quarrel. Emilia, upon 
pretence of that ſuppoſition, was ſo much alarm- 
ed, that ſhe could not ſtand, and was fain to 
have recourſe to a fmelling-bottle, 

The bride, who underſtood the whole myſtery, 
was the only perſon that acted with deliberation 
and compoſure; ſhe imputed Emilia's diforder 
to the right cauſe, which was no other than con- 
cern for the condition of her lover, and aſſured 
the ladies there was nothing extraordinary in 
Mr. Pickle's going off, he being ſubject to faint- 
ing fits, by which he was often overtaken without 
any previous notice, The arrival of Gauntlet 
confirmed the truth of this declaration: he made 
an apology to the company in tne name of his 
friend, who, he told them, was fuddenly taken 
il; and they returned to their diverſion of dan- 
cing, with this variation: Emilia was fo diforder- 
ed and fatigued, that ſhe begged to be exculed 
from continuing: the exerciſe; and Peregrine's 
partner being diſengaged, was paired with the 


young officer, for whom the was originally de- 
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Mean while, the bride withdrew into another 
apartment, with her ſiſter, and expoſtulated with 
her upon her cruelty to Mr, Pickle, aſſuring her, 
from Godfrey's information, that he had under. 


gone a ſevere fit on her account, which, in all 


likelihood, would have a dangerous effect upon 
his conſtitution, The' Emily was inflexible in 
her anſwers to the kind remonſtrances of the 


gentle Sophy, her heart was melting with the 


impreſhons of pity and love; and finding herſelf 
unable to perform the duty of her function, in 
putting the bride to bed, ſhe retired to her own 
chamber, and, in ſecret, ſympathized with the 
diſtemper of her lover. 

In the morning, as early as decency would 
permit him to leave the arms of his dear wife, 
Captain Gauntlet made a viſit to Peregrine, who 


had paſſed a very tedious and uneaſy night, hav- 


ing been ſubject to ſhort intervals of delirium, 
during which Pipes had found it very difficult 


to keep him faſt belayed. He owned indeed to 


Godfrey, that his imagination had been haunted 
by the ideas of Emilia and her officer, which tor- 
mented him to an unſpeakable degree of anguiſh 
and diſtraction ; and that he would rather ſuffer 
death than a repetition of ſuch excruciating re- 
flections. He was, however, comforted by his 
friend, who aſſured him, that his ſiſter's inclina- 
tions would in time prevail over all the endea- 
vours of reſentment and pride; illuſtrating this 
aſſeveration by an account of the manner in 
which ſhe was affected by the knowledge of his 
diſorder, and adviſing him to implore the medi- 
ation of Sophy, in a letter which ſhe ſhould 
communicate to Emilia, 

This was an opportunity which our hero 
thought too favourable to be neglected ; _—_ 
for paper, he ſat up in his bed, and, in the fir 
tranſports of his emotion, wrote the following 
petition to Godfrey's amiable wife: 


no 
PPP ˙ A Ar em) om noone 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. «x 


DEAR MADAM, 

THE affliction of a contrite heart can never 
appeal to your benevolence in vain, and there- 
fore I preſume to approach you, in this ſeaſon of 
delight, with the language of ſorrow, requeſting 
that you will eſpouſe the cauſe of an unhappy 
lover, who mourns with unvtterable anguiſh. 
over his ruined hope, and intercede for my par- 
don with that divine creature, whom, in the in-- 
temperance and excels of paſſion, I have ſo mor- 
tally offended, Good heaven ! is my guilt in- 
expiable? Am I excluded from all hope of re- 
miſſion ? Am I devoted to miſery and deſpair ? . 
have offered all the atonement which the moſt: 
perfect and ſincere penitence could ſuggeſt, and 
ſhe rejets my humility and repentance, If her 
reſentment would purſue me to the grave, let her 
ſignify her pleaſure; and may I be branded with, 
the name of . villain, and remembered with in-- 


| famy and deteſtation to all poſterity, if I heſitate 


one moment in ſacrificing a life which is odious: 
to Emilia! Ah! madam, while I thus pour forth: 
the effuſions of my grief and diſtrattion, I look. 
around the apartment in which I lie, and every 
well-known object that ſalutes my view recals 


to my remembrance that fond, that happy day, 


on which the fair, the good, the tender-hearted 
Sophy became my advocate, thou-h I was a 


ſtranger to her acquaintance, and effected a tranſ-- 


porting reconciliation between me and that ſainc 
inchanting beauty, that is now ſo implacably in- 


cenſed. If ſhe is not ſatisfied with the pangs of 


remorſe and diſappointment, the tranſports of 
madneſs I have undergone; let her preſcribe what 
farther penance ſhe thinks I ought to endure ; and 
when J decline her ſentence, let me be the object 
of her eternal diſdain. 

] commit myſelf, dear madam! dear Sophy ! 
dear partner of my friend! to your kind inter- 
poſition, I know you will manage my cauſe, as 
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pends; and I hope every thing from your com- 
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a concern on which my happineſs entirely de- 


paſſion and beneficence, while I fear every thing 
trom her rigeur and barbarity, Yes! I call it 


barbarity, a ſavageneſs of delicacy altogether in- 


* 


conſiſtent with the tenderneſe of human nature; . 


and may the moſt abject contempt be my portion, 


it I live under its fcourge ! but J begin to rave. 
1 conjure you by your own humanity and ſweet— 


neis of diſpoſition, I conjure you by your love for 


+ the man whom heaven hath decreed your pro- 


* 


— 


—_ 


tector, to employ your influence with that angel 
of wrath, in behalf of 
Your obliged and 
Obedient ſervant, 
” PiCkLE. 

This epiſtle was newly tranſmitted by 
Godfrey to his wife, who pervied it with marks 
of tie moſt humane ſympathy; and carrying it 
into her ſiſter's chamber, „Here is ſom<thing 
(ſaid the, preſenting the paper) which I mult re- 
commend to your ſerious attention,” Emilia, 
who immediately gueſſed the meaning of this ad- 
drets, abſolutely refuted to look upon it, or even 
to hear it read, till her brother entering her apart. 
ment, reprimanded her ſharply for her obſtinacy 
and pride, accuſed her of folly and diſſimulation, 


and entered fo warmly into the inter:fts of his 


friend, that ſhe thought him unkird in his 1e- 


monſtrances, and, burſting into a flood of tears, 


reproached him with partiality and want of af. 
fection. Godfrey, who entertained the molt per- 
fe love and veneration for his fiitet, aiked par- 
don for having given offence, and kiſſing the drops 
from her fair eyes, begged ſhe would, for his 
fike, liſten to the declaration of his friend. 

Thus iolicited, ſhe could not refuſe to hear 
the letter ; which when he had repeated, the 1a. 
mented her own fate in being the occaſion of ſo 


much uneaſineſs, deſired her brother to aſſure Mr, 
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Pickle that ſhe was not a voluntary enemy to his 


peace; on the contrary, ſhe wiſhed him all happi- 


neſs, tho' ſhe hoped he would not blame her for 
conſulting her own, in avoiding any future ex- 
planation or connexion with a perſon whoſe cor- 


reſpondence ſhe found herſelf under a neceſſity to 


renounce. . | 
In vain did the new married couple exhauſt 
their eloquence in attempting to prove, that the 
reparation which our hero had offered was ade- 
quate to the injury the had ſuſtained ; that in re- 
conciling herſelf to a penitent lover, who 1ub- 
{ſcribed to her own terms of ſubmiſſion, her he- 
nour would be acquitted by the moſt ſcrupulous 
and ſevere judges of decorum ; and that her in- 
fexibility would be juſtly aſcribed to the pride 
and inſenſibility of her heart. She turned a deaf 
ear to all their arguments, exhortations, and in- 
treaties, and threatened to leave the houſe imme- 


diately, if they would not promite to drop that 


tubject of diſcourſe, 

Godfrey, very much chagrined at the bad ſuc- 
ceſs of his endeavours, returned to his friend, and 
made as favourable a report of the affair as the 


nature of his converſation with Emilia would 


permit; but as he could not avoid mentiouing 
her retolution in the cloſe, Peregrine was obliged 
to drink again the bitter draught of diſappoint- 
ment, which put his paſſions into ſuch a ſtate of 
agitation, as produced a ſhort extacy of deſpair, 
in which he acted a thouſand extravagancies. 
This paroxyſin, however, ſoon ſubſided into a 
tettled reſerve of gloomy reſentment, which he in 
tecret indulged, detaching himſelf as ſoon as 
potible from the company of the ſoldier, on pre- 
tence of retiring to reſt, | 

While he lay ruminating upon the circum- 
ſtances of his prefent fituation, his friend Pipes, 
who knew the cauſe of his anxiety, and firmly 


believed that Emilia loved his maſter in her heart, 
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howſoever ſhe might attempt to diſguiſe her ſen- 


timents ; I ſay, Thomas was taken with a con- 


ceit which he thought would ſet every thing to 
rights, and therefore put it in execution, without 
farther delay. Laying aſide his hat, he ran di- 
rectiy to the houſe of Sophy's father, and affect- 


ing an air of ſurprize and conſternation, to which 


he had never before been ſubje&t, thundered at 
the door with ſuch an alarming knock, as in a 
moment brought the whole family into the hall. 
When he was admitted, he began to gape, ſtare 
and pant at the ſame time, and made no reply, 
when Godfrey aſked what was the matter, till 
Mrs. Gauntlet expreſſed her apprehenſions about 
his maſter, When Pickle's name was mentioned, 
he ſeemed to make an effort to ſpeak, and in a 
bellowipg tone pronounced, „ Brought himſelf 
up, ſplit my top-ſails!' So ſaying he pointed to 
his own neck, and roſe upon his tiptoes, by way 
of explaining the meaning of his words. 
Godfrey, without ſtaying to aſk another que- 
ſtion, ruſhed out, and flew towards the inn, with 
the utmoſt horror and concern; while Sophy, 
who did not rightly underſtand the language of 
the meſſenger, addreſſing herſelf to him a ſecond 
time, ſaid with great carneſtneſs, „I hope no 
accident has happened to Mr. Pickle!““ „“ No 
accident at all (replied Tom); he has only hanged 
Þimlelf for love.“ Theſe words had ſcarce pro- 
ceeded from his mouth, when Emilia, who ſtcod 
liſtening at the parlour-door, ſhrieked aloud, 
and dropped down ſenſeleſs upon the floor; while 
her ſiſter, who was almoſt equally ſhocked at the 
intelligence, had recourſe to the afliſtance of her 
maid, by whom ſhe was ſupported from falling, 
Pipes hearing Emily's voice, ccngratulated 
himſelf upon the ſucceſs of his ſtratagem. He 
fprung to her aſſiſtance, and, lifting her up into 
an eaſy chair, ſtood by her until he faw her reco- 
ver from her ſwoon, and heard her call upon 
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his maſter's name, with all the phrenzy of deſpair- 
ing love. Then he bent his courſe back to the 
inn, overjoyed at the opportunity of telling Pe. 
regrine what a confeſhon he had extorted from 
his miſtreſs, and extremely vain of this proof of 
his own ſagacity. 

In the mean time Godfrey arriving at the 
hoate in which he ſuppoſed this fatal cataſtrophe 
had happened, ran up ſtairs to Peregrine's cham. 
ber, without ſtaying to make any enquiry below; 
and finding the door locked, burſt it open with 
one ſtroke of his foot, But what was his amaze- 
ment, when, upon entrance, our hero ſtarting 
up from the bed, ſaluted gu with a boi ſterous 
exclamation of Zounds! who's there; He 


was ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſhment, which alto“ 


rivetted him to the place where he ſtood, {carce 
crediting. the teſtimony of his own lenſes, til! 
Peregrine, with an air of diſcontent which de- 
noted him diſpleaſed with his intruſion, diſpelled 
his apprehenſion by a ſecond addreſs, taying, — 
lee you conſider me as a friend, by your ufing me 
without ceremony. 

The ſoldier thus convinced of the falſchood of 
the information he had received, began to ima- 
gine that Pickle had projected the plan which 
was executed by his ſervant ; and looking upon 
It as a piece of unjuſtifiable Bolle, Which might 
be attended with very melancholy coniequences to 
his ſiſter or wife, he anſwered in a ſupercilious 
tone, that Mr. Pickle muſt blame himſelf tor the 
interruption of his repole, which was entirely 

owing to the ſorry jeſt he had tet on feot. 

Pickle, who was the child of patlion, and 
more than half mad with unpatience before this 
viſit, hearing himſelf treated in ſuch a cavalier 
manner, advanced cloſe up to Godtrey's breait, 
and afluming a ſtern, or rather frantic counte- 
nance, “ Hark ye, Sir (ſaid he), you are mit- 
taken if you think I jeſt; I am in downrighe 
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earneſt, I aſſure you.” Gauntlet, who was not a 
man to be brow-beaten, ſeeing himſelf thus 
bearded by a perſon of whoſe conduct he had, he 
thought, reaſon to complain, put on his military 
look of defiance, and erecting his cheſt, replied 
with an exalted voice, „Mr. Pickle, whether 
= was in jeſt or earneſt, you muſt give me 
eave to tell you, that the ſcheme was childiſh, 
wnſeaſonable, and unkind, not to give it an 
harſher term.“ Death, Sir, (cried our adven- 
turer) you trifle with my diſquiet: if there is 
any meaning in your inſinuation, explain your- 
felf, and then I ſhall know what anſwer it will 
defit me to give. I came with very different 
ſentiments (reſumed the ſoldier) ; but ſince you 
urge me to expoſtulation, and behave with ſuch 
unprovoked loftineſs of diſpleaſure, I will, with- 
out circumlocution, tax you with having com. 
mitted an outrage upon the peace of my family, 
in ſending your fellow to alarm us with ſuch an 
abrupt account of your having done violence upon 
yourſelf.“ Peregrine, confounded at this impu- 
tation, ſtood filent, with a moſt ſavage aſpect of 
furprize, eager to know the circumſtance to which 
nis accuſer alluded, and incenſed to find it beyond 
the ſphere of his comprehenſion, 

While theſe two irritated friends ſtood fronting 
each other with mutual indignation in their eyes 
and attitudes, they were joined by Pipes, who, 
without taking the leaſt notice of the fituation 
in which he found them, told his maſter, that he 
might up with the top-gallant maits ot his heart, 
and out with his rejoicing pendants ; for as to 
miſtreſs Emily, he had clapt her helm a-weather, 
the veſſel wore, and now ſhe was upon the other 
tack, ſtanding right into the harbour of his goode 


will. 


Peregrine, who was not yet a connoiſſeur in 
the terms of his lacquey, commanded him upon 


pain of his diſpleaſure to be more explicit in his 
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intelligence; and by dint of divers queſtions, ob- 
tained a perfect knowledge of the ſcheme which 
he had put in execution for his ſervice. This in- 
formation perplexed him not a little: he would 
have chaſtiſed his ſervant upon the ſpot, for his 
temerity, had he not plainly perceived, that the 
fellow's intention was to promote his eaſe and ſa- 
tis faction; and on the other hand he knew not 
how to acquit himſelt of the ſuſpicion which he 
faw Godfrey entertain of his being the projector 
of the plan, without condeſcending to an explana- 
tion, which his preſent diſpoſition could not brock. 
After ſome pauſe, however, turning to Pipes w.th 
a ſevere frown, ** Raſcal ! (ſaid he) this is the ſe- 
cond time I have ſuffered in the opinion of that 
lady, by your ignorance and preſumption ; if ever 
you intermeddle in my affairs for the future, 
without expreſs order and direction, by all that's 
ſacred ! Iwill put you to death without mercy. 
Away, and let my hotle be ſaddled this inftant.”” 

Pipes having withdrawn, in order to perform 


this piece of duty, our young gentleman, ad- 


dreſſing himſelf again to the ſoldier, and laying 
his hand upon his breaſt, ſaid wich a ſolemnity 
of regard, Captain Gauntlet, upon my honour, 
Jam altogether innocent of that ſhallow device 
which you impute to my invention; and I don't 
think you do juſtice either to my intellects or ho- 
nour, in ſuppoſing me capable of ſuch infolent 
abſurdity, As for your filter, I have once in my 
life affronted her in the madneſs and impetuoſity 
of deſire; but I have made ſuch acknowledge- 
ments, and offered ſuch atonement, as few wo- 
men of her ſphere would have refuſed z and be- 
fore God! I am determined to endure every tor- 
ment of diſappointment and deſpair, rather than 

roſtrate myſelf again to the cruelty of her un- 
juſtifiable pride.” So ſaying, he ſtalked ſuddenly 
down ſtairs, and took horie immediately, his ſpi- 
rits being ſupported by reſentment, which prompt- 
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ed him to vow within himſelf, that he would ſeek 
conſolation for the diſdain of Emilia, in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the firſt willing wench he ſhould meet 
upon the road, | 

While he ſet out for the garriſon with theſe ſen- 
timents, Gauntlet in a ſuſpence between anger, 
ſhame and concern, returned to the houſe of his 
father-in-law, where he found his fifter ſtill vio- 
lently agitated from the news of Peregrine's death, 
the myſtery of which he forthwith unravelled, re- 
counting at the ſame time the particulars of the 
converſation which had happened at the inn, and 
deſcribing the demeanour of Pickle with ſome 
expreſſions of aſperity, which were neither agree- 
able to Emilia, nor approved by the gentle So. 
phy, who tenderly chid him, for allowing Pere- 
grine to depart in terms of miſunderſtanding, 


C-H-A-P. EXAXVIL 


Peregrine /zts out for the garriſon, and meets with 
a nymph of the road, whom be takes 11:9. keep = 
ing, and metamorphoſes into a fine lady. 


N the mean time, our hero jogged along in a 
profound reverie, winch was diſturbed by a 
beggar-woman and her daughter, who folicited 
him for alms, as he paſſed them on the road. The 
girl was about the age of ſixteen, and notwith- 
ſtanding the wretched equipage in which fhe ap- 
peared, exhibited to his view a ſet of agreeable 
features, enlivened with the complexion of health 
and cheerfulneſs. The reſolution I have already 
mentioned was ſtill warm in his imagination; and 
he looked upon this young mendicant as a very 
proper object for the performance of his vow, 
He therefore entered into a conference with the 
mother, and for a ſmall ſum of money purchaſed 


her property in the wench, who did not require 


much courtſhip and intreaty, before ſhe conſented 


| 
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to accompany him to any place that he ſhould 
appoint for her habitation, 

This contract being ſettled to his ſatisfaction, 
he ordered Pipes to ſeat his acquiſition behind 
him upon the crupper, and alighting at the firit 
public-houſe which they found upon the road, 
he wrote a letter to Hatchway, deſiring him to 
receive this hedge inamorata, and direct her to be 
cleaned and cloathed in a decent manner, with all 
expedition, ſo that ſhe ſhould he touchable upon 
his arrival, which (on that account) he would 
defer for the ſpace of one day. This hillet, to- 
gether with the girl, he committed to the charge 
of Pipes, after having laid ſtrong injunctions up— 
on him to abſtain from all attempts upon her 
chaſtity, and ordered him to make the beſt of 
his way to the garriſon, while he himſelf croſſed 
the country to a market-town, where he propoled 
to ſpend the night. 

Tom thus cautioned, proceeded with his 
charge, and being naturally taciturn, opened not 
his lips, until he had performed the belt half of 
his journey. But Thomas, notwithitanding his 


irony appearance, was in reality compoled of 


fleſh and blood. His deſire being titillated by 
the contact of a buxom wench, whoſe right 
arm embraced his middle as he rode, his thoughts 
began to mutiny againſt his maſter, and he found 

it almoſt impoſſible to withſtand the temptation of 
making love. 

Nevertheleſs, he wreſtled with theſe rebellious 
ſuggeſtions with all the reaſon that Heaven had 
enabled him to exert; and that being totally 
overcome, his victorious paſſion ſuddenly broke 
out in this addreſs : * Sblood! a believe maiter 
think I have no more ſtuff in my. body than a 
dried haddock, to turn me adritt in the dark 
with ſuch a ſpanker. D'ye think he don't, my 
dear? To this queſtion his fellow traveller re- 
plied, “ Swanker, anan!” Aud the lover re- 
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ſumed his ſuit, ſaying, © Oons ! how you tickle 
my timber! Something ſhoots from your arm, 
through my ſtowage, to the very keel-ſtene. 
Han't you got quick-filver in your hand ?"* | 
% Quickſilver ! (ſaid the lady) D—n the ſilver 
that has croſſed my hand this month. D'ye think, 
if I had filver, I ſhouldn't buy me a ſmock ?”* “ 
% Adzooks! you baggage, (cried the lover) you 
ſhouldn't want a ſmock nor a petticoat neither, 
if you could have a kindneſs for a true-hearted 
ſailor, as ſound and ſtrong as a nine-inch cable, 
that would keep all clear above board, and every 
thing ſnug under the hatches.** * Curſe your 
gum (ſaid the charmer), what's your gay balls and 
your hatchets to me? Do but let us bring 
to a little (anſwered the wooer, whoſe appetite was 
by this time whetted to a molt ravenous degree), 
and Il] teach you to box the compaſs, my dear, 
Ah! you ſtrapper, what a jolly bitch you are!“ 
« Bitch ! (exclaimed this modern Dulcinea, in- 
cenſed at the opprobrious term) ſuch a bitch as 
your mother, you dog. D—n vou, I've a good 
mind to box your jaws inſtead of your compaſs, 
I'll let you know as how I am meat for your 
maſter, you ſaucy blackguard. You are worie 
than a dog, you old flinty-taced, flea-bitten 
ſcrub: a dog wears his own coat, but you 
wear your maſter's. 

Such a torrent of diſgraceful epithets from a 
perſon who had no cloaths at all, converted the 
gallant's love into choler, and he threatened to 
diſmount and ſeize her to a tree, when the ſhould 
have a taſte of his cat and nine tails athwart hc: 
quarters; but inſtead of being intimidated by 


forth with ſuch a flow of eloquence, as would 
have entitled her to a conſiderable mare of repu- 
tation, even among the nymphs of Billinglgate ; 
for this young lady, over and above a natural ge- 
nius for altercation, had her talents cultivated 


his menaces, ſhe ſet him at defiance, and held 
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among the venerable ſociety of weeders, podders, 


and hoppers, with whom ſhe had atiociated trom 
her tender years. 
ſoon obtained a compleat victory over Pipes, 
who (as the reader may have oblerved) was very 


little addicted to the exerciſe of ſpeech : indeed 


he was utterly diſconcerted by her volubility of 


tongue; and being altogether uniurniſhed with 


anſwers te the diſtinct periods of her diſcourſe, 
very wiſcly choſe to fave himſelf the expence of 
breath and argument, by giving her a full (wing 
of cable, fo that ſhe might bring herſelf up; 
while he rode onwards, in filent compoſure, 
without taking any more notice of his fair fel- 
low-traveller than if the had been his maſter's 
cloak-bag. 8 

In ſpite of all the diſpatch he could make, it 
was late before he arrived at the garriſon, where 
he delivered the letter and the lady to the lieu- 
tenant, who no ſooner underſtood the intention of 
his friend, than he ordered all the tubs in the 
houſe to be carried into the hall, and filled with 
water. Tom having provided himſelf with 
ſwabs and bruſhes, diveſted the fair ſtranger of 
her variegated drapery, which was immediately 
committed to the flames, and performed upon her 
ſoft and ſleek perſon the ceremony of ſcrubbing 
as it is practiſed on board of the king's ſhips of 
war. Yet the nymph herſelf did not ſubmit to 
this purification without repining : ſhe curſed the 
director, who was upon the ſpot, with many 
abuſive alluſions to his wooden leg ; and as for 
Pipes the operator, ſhe employed her talons fo 
effeCtually upon his face, that the blood ran over 
his noſe in ſundry ſtreams; and next morning, 
when thoſe rivulets were dry, his countenance re- 
ſembled the rough bark of a plum-tree, plaſtered 
with gum. Nevertheleſs, he did his duty with 
great perſeverance, cut off her hair cloſe to the 
icalp, handled his bruſhes with dexterity, ap- 


No wonder, then, that ſhe 
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plied his ſwabs of different magnitude and tex- hi 


ture, as the caſe required, and Jaftly rinſed the 
whole body with a dozen pails of cold water, 
diſcharged upon her head. | 

Theſe ablutions being executed, he dried her 
with towels, accommodated her with a clean 
ſhitt, and acting the part of a valet de chambre 
clothed her, from heal to foot, in clean and de- 


cent apparel which had helonged to Mrs, Hatch- 


way; by which means her appearance was al- 
tered ſo much for the better, that when Peregrine 
arrived next day, he could ſcarce believe his own 


eyes, He was, for that reaſon, extremely well 
pleaſed with his purchaſe, and now reſolved to 


indulge a whim which ſeized him at the very in- 
ſtant of his arrival. 

He had (as I believe the reader will readily al- 
low) made conſiderable progrels in the ſtudy of 
character, from the higheſt rank to the moſt 
humble ation in life, and found it diverſified in 
the ſame manner, thro? every degree of ſubordi- 
nation and precedency : nay, he moreover ob- 
ſerved, that the converſation of thoſe who are 
dignified with the appellation of polite company, 
is neither more edifying nor entertaining than 


that which is met with among the lower claſſes of 


mankind ; and that the only effential difference 
in point of demeanonr, is the form of an educa- 
tion, which the meaneſt capacity can acquire, 


without much ſtudy or application. Poſſeſſed of 


this notion, he determined to take the young 
mendicant under his own tutorage and inſtruction; 
in conſequence of which he hoped he ſhould, in 
a few weeks, be able to produce her in company, 
as an accompliſhed young lady of uncommon 
wit, and an excellent underſtanding. 
This extravagant plan he forthwith began to 


execute with great eagerneſs and induſtry ; and 


his endeavours ſucceeded even beyond his ex- 


pectation. The obſtacle, in ſurmounting of 
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which he found the greateſt difficulty, was an in- 


veterate habit of ſwearing, which had been in- 


dulged from her infancy, and confirmed by the 


example of thoſe araong whom ſhe had lived. 
However, ſhe had the rudiments of good ſenſe 
from nature, which taught her to liſten to whole- 
lome advice, and was ſo docile as to comprehend 
Fand retain the leſſons which her governor recom - 
Z mended to her attention; inſomuch that he ven- 
F tured in a few days to preſent her at table, 
among a ſet of country ſquires, to whom ſhe was 


introduced as niece to the lieutenant. 


In that 


capacity ſhe ſat with becoming eaſineſs of mien 


T3 id 


| 


(for the was as void of the 92aumaiſe honte as any 
ducheis in the land), bowed very graciouſly to 
the compliments of the gentlemen ; and tho? ſhe 


ſaid little or nothing, becauſe ſhe was previouſly 
cautioned on that ſcore, ſhe more than once gave 


way to laughter, and her mirth happened to be 
pretty well- timed. In a word, the attracted the 
appiauſe and admiration of the gueſts, who, 
after ſhe was withdrawn, complimented Mr, 
Hatchway upon the beauty, breeding, and good 
humour of his kintwoman, 


But what contributed more than any other cir- 


cumſtance to her ſpeedy improvement, was ſome 
ſmall inſight into the primer, which ſhe had ac- 
quired at a day-ſchool, during the life of her fa- 
ther, who was a day-labourer in the country. 
Upon this foundation did Peregrine build a moſt 
e]&ant ſuperſtructure; he culled out choice ſen- 
tences from Shakeſpeare, Otway, and Pope, and 
taught her to repeat them with an emphaſis and 
theatrical cadence ;. he then inſtructed her in the 
names and epithets of the moſt celebrated players, 
which he directed her to pronounce occaſionally, 
witlran air of careleſs familiarity z and perceiv- 
ing that her voice was naturally clear, he en- 
riched it with remnants of opera tunes, to be 
hummed during a pauſe in converſation, which 
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68 THE ADVENTURES OF | 
is generally ſupplied with the circulation of à % dane 
pinch of inuff, By means of this cultivation, g.q 
the became a wonderful proficient in the polite air e 
graces of the age; ſhe, with great facility, com-] gor, 
prehended the icheme of whiſt, though cribbage „ile 
was her favourite game, with which ſhe had} mor 
amuſed herſelf in her vacant hours, from her g mal 
firſt entrance into the profeſſion of hopping 3 pat. 
and brag ſoon grew familiar to her practice and mit 
conception. ö nue 

Thus prepared, ſhe was expoſed to the com- it 
pary of her own ſex, being firit of all viſited by ing 
the parſon's daughter, who could not avoid thew- J in 
ing that civility to Mr. Hatchway's niece, after hey 
ſhe had made her public appearance at church. hex 
Mrs, Clover, who had a great ſhare of penetra- pot 
tion, could not help entertaining ſome doubts | the 
about this ſame relation, whote name ſhe had to 
never heard the uncle mention during the whole „e- 
term of her reſidence at the garriſon: but as the 


me 
young lady was treated in that character, ſhe tei 
would not refuſe her acquaintance, and, after af! 
having ſeen her at the caitle, actually invited |! w 
Miſs Hatchway to her houſe, In ſhort, ſhe made he 
a progreſs through almoſt all the families in the q. 
neighbourhocd, and, by dint of her quotations | w 


(which, by the bye, were not always judiciouſly 
uſed), the paSied for a {prightly young lady, of 
uncommon learning and taſte, 

Peregrine having, in this manner, initiated her 
in the beau monde of the country, conducted her 
to London, where ſhe was provided with private 
lodgings and a female atiendant; and put her 
immediately under the tuition of his valet de 
chambre, who hid orders to inſtruct her in dan- 
cing and the French language, He attended her 
to plays and concerts three or four tiiv:s a 
week ; and when our hero thought her ſufficiently 
accuſtomed to the ſight of great company, he 
ſquired her in perſon to a public allembly, and 
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ö danced with her among all the gay ladies - 


not but that there was ſtill an eviden 


faſhion : 


air of ruſticity and aukwardneſs in her demea- 
nor, which was interpreted into an agrecable 
! wildneſs of ſpirit, ſuperior to the forms of com- 
mon beeeding. 
make her acquainted with ſome diſtinguiſhed: 


1 


He afterwards found means to 


patterns of her own ſex, by whom ſhe was ad- 


mitted into the moſt elegant parties, and conti- 


nued to make good her pretenſions to gentility, 
with great circumſpeRion, But one evening, be⸗ 
ing at cards with a certain lady whom ſhe detestec 


in the very fact of unfair conveyance, ſhe taxed 


her roundly with the fraud, and brought upon 


herſelf ſuch a torrent of ſarcaſtic reproof, as over- 


bore all her maxims of cautton, and burſt open 
the floodgates of her own natural repartee, 
twanged off with the appel!ation of b—- and 
v „ winch ſhe repeated with great vehe— 
mence, in an attitude of manual defiance, to the 
terror of her antagoniſt, and the aſtoniſhment of 
all preſent: nay, to ſuch an unguarded pirch 
was ſhe provoked, that ſtarting up, the ſnapt 
her fingers, in Emony of diſdain, and, as ſhe 
quitted the room, applied her hand to that part 


which was the laſt of her that diſappeared, in- 


viting the compauy to kiſs it, by one of its 
coarfeſt denominations, 

Peregrine was a little difconcerted at this over- 
fight in her behaviour, which, by the demon of 
intelligence, was in a moment conveyed to all 
the private companies in town : ſo that ſhe was 
abſolutely excluded from all polite communica. 
tion, and Peregrine, for the preſent, diſgraced 
among the modeſt part of his female acquaint- 


ance, many of whom not only forbade him their 


houſes, on account of the impudent inſult he had 
committed upon their honour as well as under— 
ſtanding, an palming a common trull open them, 
as a young lady of birth and education; but ailo 


TRI dig alt et Is 


"8 > AN r 32 "4 
„ 


OT) 
EL a. —— — 
"ag 


( 


Ro 


Pal 


8 N 5 


8 
La?) 1 


=, 
oh 


4 rr 22 
8 Ln 3 be 
8 Li n 


| 
f 
Þ 
y oy 
0 
= a 
A 
"$6 
: 1 
y Do 
RS 
"IS 
224 
3 
2 I 
FAY 
Hu 
ENS 
7 
by 
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aſperſed his family, by affirming that ſhe was ac.) 
tually his own coufin-german, whom he had 
precipitately raiſed from the moſt abject ſtate of 
humility and contempt. In revenge for this ca _ 
lumny, our young gentleman explained the 
whole myſtery of her promotion, together with! 


the motives that induced him to bring her into the 11 


faſhionable world; and repeated among his com. 
panions, the extravagant encomiums which had 
been beſtowed upon her by the moſt mg 
matrons of the age, | 
Mean while, the infanta herſelf being rebuked! 
by her benefactor, for this inſtance of miſbeha- 
viour, promiſed faithfully to keep a ſtricter guard 
for the future over her conduct, and applied her 
ſelf with great aſſiduity to the ſtudies, in which 
ſhe was ailiſted by the Swiſs, who gradually loſt 
the freedom of his heart, while ſhe was profiting 
by his inſtruction. In other words, ſhe made a 
conqueſt of her preceptor, who yielding to the 
inſtigations of the fleſh, choſe a proper opportu- | | 
nity to declare his paſſion, which was powerfully 
recommended by his perſonal qualifications; and 
his intentions being honourable, ſhe liſtened to 
his propoſals of eſpouſing her in private. In 
conſequence of this agreement, they made an 
elopement together ; and being buckled at the 
Fleet, conſummated their nuptials in private lodg- 
ings, by the Seven Dials, from which the Hul- | 
band next morning ſent a letter to our hero, beg. 
ging forgiveneſs for the clandeſtine ſtep he had 
taken, which he ſolemnly proteſted was not owing. 
to any abatement in his inviolable regard for h. 8 


maſter, whom he ſhould always honour and 


eſteem to his lateſi breath, but intirely to the ir- 
reſiſtible charms of the young lady, to whom ht 


was now ſo happy as to be joined in the filken } 


bonds of marriage, 
Peregrine, tho' at firſt offended at his valet J 
preſumption, was, upon ſecond thoughts, recor- 
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ciled to the event, by which he was delivered 
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from an encumbrance; for by this time he had 
performed his frolic, and begun to be tired of 
his acquiſition. He reflected on the former fide- 
lity of the Swiſs, which had been manifeſted in a 
long courle of ſervice and attachment; and think - 
ing it would be cruclly ſevere to abandon him to 
poverty and diſtreſs for one venial treſpaſs, he 
reſolved to pardon what he had done, and enable 
him in ſome ſhape to provide for the family which 
he had entailed upon himſelf. 

With theſe ſentiments, he ſent a favourable 
anſwer to the delinquent, deſiring to ſee him as 
ſoon as his paſſion ſhould permit him to leave the 
arms of his ſpouſe for an hour or two; and 
Hadgi, in obedience to this intimation, repaired 
immediately to the lodgings of his maſter, before 
whom he appeared with a moſt penitential aſpect. 
Peregrine, tho' he could ſcarce help laughing at 
his rueful length of face, reprimanded him ſharp- 
ly for his diſreſpe& and ingratitude, in taking that 
by ſtealth which he might have had for aſking. 
The culprit aſſured him, that next to the venge- 
ance of God, his maſter's diſpleaſure was that 
which, of all evils, he dreaded to incur ; but 
that love had diſtracted his brain in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to baniſh every other conſideration but 
that of gratifying his deſire; and he owned, that 


he ſhould not have been able to preſerve his fide- 


lity and duty to his own father, had they inter- 
fered with the intereſt of his paſſion. He then 
appealed to his maſter's on heart for the re- 
miſſion of his guilt, alluding to certain circum- 
ſtances of our hero's conduct, which evinced the 
deſperate effects of love. In ſhort, he made ſuch 
an apology as extorted a ſmile from bis offended 
judge, who not only forgave his tranſgreſſion, 
but alſo promiſed to put him in ſome fair way of 


earning a comfortable ſubſiſtence. 


The Swils was ſo much affected with this in- 
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ſtance of generoſity, that he fell upon his knees, | 
and kiſted his hand, praying to heaven, with! 
great fervour, to make him worthy of ſuch good- 


neſs and condeſcenfion; His ſcheme, he laid, was 
to open a coffee-houſe and tavern in ſome credit. 
able part of the town, in hopes of being favour— 


2 e 


ed with the cuſtom of a numerous acquaintance * 


he had made among npper fervants and reputable 


tradeſmen, not doubting that his wife would be 
an ornament to his bar, and a careful manager 


as. 


of his affairs. Peregrine approved of the plan, to- 
wards the execution of which he made him and 
his wife a preſent of five hundred pounds, toge- 
ther with a promiſe of erecting a weekly club 


among his friends, for the reputation and advan- 4 


tage of the houſe. 


Hadgi was fo tranſported with his. good fortune, | 
that he ran to Pipes, who was in the room, and 


having hugged him with great cordiality, and 


made his obedience to his maſter, hied him home 


to his bride, to communicate his happineſs, cut- | 


ting capers, and talking to himſelf aii the way. 


C4 A P-+ LXXXYIIq. 


1 n 


He is viſited by Pallet; contracts an intimacy awith | 


a New-Tarket nobleman ; and is by the knows 
ing-ones taken in. 


HIS affair being ſettled, and our adventu- 
rer, for the preſent, free of all female con- 


nexions, he returned to his former courſe of faſt 


living, among the bucks of the town, and per- 


formed innumerable expjoits among whores, bul. 
lies, rooks, conſtables and juſtices of the peace, 


In the midſt of theſe-occupations, he was one | 


morning viſited by his old fellow-traveller Pallet, 


whoſe appearance gave him equal furprize and 
concern, Tho? the weather was ſevere, he was 


clothed in the thin fummer- drefs which he had 
wore at Paris, and was now not only threadbare, 


| 
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2S, but in ſome parts actually patched ; his ſtockings, 
th by a repetition of that practice known among 
d- cconomiſts by the term of coaxing, hung like 
as pudding-bags about his ankles ; his ſhirt, tho? 
it. N new waſh'd, was of the ſaffron hue, and in di- 
vers places appeared through the crannies of his 
ce breeches; he had exchanged his own hair for a 
le Y ſmoke-dry'd tye-periwig, which all the flour in 
be F his dredging-box had not been able to whiten , 
zer his eyes were ſunk, his jaws lengthened beyond 
o- their uſual extenſion 3 and he ſeemed twenty 
nde years older than he looked when he and our hero 
ge- parted at Rotterdam. 
ub In ſpite of all theſe evidences of decay, he ac. 
n- coſted him with a meagre affectation of content 
and good humour, ſtruggled piteouſly to appear 
ne, gay and unconcerned, profeſſed his joy at ſeeing 
nd J him in England, excuſed himſelf for having de- 
nd } layed fo long to come and preſent his reſpects; 
me alledging, that fince his return he had been a 
at- mere flave to the ſatisfaction of ſome perſons of 
. quality and tafte, who had inſiſted upon his 
} finiſhing ſome pieces with the utmoſt expedi- 
z tion, : 
27 | Peregrine received him with that compaſſion 
and complziſance which was natural to his dif- 
3 poſition ; inquired about the health of Mrs. Pal- 
let and his family, and aſked if his friend the 
doctor was in town. The painter {cemed to have 
Zrelumed his reſentment againſt that gentleman, 
alt Jof whom he {poke in contemptuous terms. The 
doctor (ſaid he) is fo much overſhadowed with 


ul- J preſumption and ſelf-conceit, that his merit has 
no relief. It does not riſe, There is no keeping in 
dne the picture, my dear Sir. All the fame as if I were 
let, to repreſent the moon under a cloud; there will 


be nothing but a deep mals of ſhade, with a lit- 
vas tle tiny ſpeck of light in the middle, which 
114 would only ſerve to make, as it were, the dark - 
ure, neſs viſidle: You underſtand me. Had he taken 
Vor. III. E 


— — 
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my advice, it might have been better for him ; 
but he's bigotted to his own opinion, You mult | 
know, Mr. Pickle, upon our return to England, i 
I counſelled him to compoſe alittle, ſmart, clever | 
ode upon my Cleopatra. As Gad ſhall judge me, 
I thought it would have been of ſome ſervice, in 
helping him out of obſcurity ; for you know, as 


Sir Richard obſerves, V 
Soon quill that die, auhich adds thy fame to mine: 4 
Let me then live, join d to a work of tbine. 


By the bye, there is a moſt pictureſque cen - 
traſt in theſe lines, of thy and me, liwing and h-. 
ing, and thine and mine. Ah! a pize upon it !Þ 
| Dick, after all, was the man. Fcod ! hef 
[| rounded it off, But, to return to this unhappyÞ 
| oung man, would you believe it, he toſſed up 
bis noſe at my friendly propoſal, and gabbled 
fomething in Greek, which is not worth re. 
ting, The caſe was this, my dear Sir—he 
was out of humour at the negle& of the world, 
He thought the poets of the age were jealous off 
his genius, and ſtrove to cruſh it accordingly, 
while the reſt of mankind wanted taſte ſufficient 
to diſcern it. For my own part, I profeis my- 
ſelf one of theſe; and as the Clown in Billy 
Shakeſpeare ſays of the courtier's oath, had 1 
ſworn by the doctor's genius, that the pancakes 
were naught, they might have been for all that 
very good, yet ſhouldn't I have been forſworn. hy 
Let that be as it will, he retired from town in 
| great dudgeon, and ſet up his reſt near a hill in 
| Derbyſhire, with two tops, reſembling Parnaſſus, 
| and à well at the bottom, which he had chriſtened 
Hyp o-the-Green, Egad ! if he ſtays in that ha. 
ditation, *tis my opinion he'll ſoon grow green, 
with the hip indeed. He'll be glad of an oppor- 
tuni:y to return to the fleſh- pots of Egypt, and 
pay his court to the ſlighted queen Cleopatra. 
Ha! well remembered, by this light You ſhall 
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know, my good Sir, that this fame Egyptian 
rinceſs has been courted hy fo many gallants of 
taſte, that, as I hope to live, I found myſeif in 
ſome ſort of dilemma, becauſe in parting with 
her to one, I ſhould have diſobliged all his rivals, 
Now a man would not chuſe to give offence io 
his friends, at leaſt I lay it down as a maxim, to 
avoid the ſmalleſt appearance of ingratitude, 
Perhaps I may he in the wrong. But every man 
has his way. For this reaſon, I propoled to all 
the candidates, that a lottery or rattle ſhould be 
ſet on foot, by which every individual would 
have an equal chance for her good graces, and 
the prize be left to the deciſion of fortune. 
The icheme was mightily relithed, and the terms 2 
being ſuch a triffe as half a guinea, the whole 
town crouded into my houle, in order to ſub. by 
ſcribe, But there I was their humble ſervant. 
Gentlemen, you mult have a little patience till 
my own particular friends are ſerved. Among 
that number, I do myſelf the honour to confider 
Mr. Pickle, Here is a copy of the propoſals ; 
and if the liſt (ſhould be adorned with his name, 
J hope, notwithſtanding his merited ſucceſs 
among the young ladies, he will for once be 
ſhunned by that little vixen called Miſs For- 
tune; he, he, he!“ | 
So laying, he bowed with a thouſand apiſh 
congees, and preſented his paper to Peregrine, 
who ſeeing the number of ſubſcribers was li— 
mited to one hundred, ſaid he thought him too 
moderate in his expectations, as he did not doubt 
that his picture would be a cheap purchaſe at five 
hundred, inſtead of fifty pounds, at which the 
price was fixed, To this unexpected remark 
Pallet anſwered, that among the connoifſeurs he 
would not pretend to appraiſe his pifture ; but 
that, in valuing his works, he was obliged to 
have an eye to the Gothic ignorance of the age 
in which he lived, A 
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Our adventurer ſaw at once into the nature of 
this raffle, which was no other than a begging 
ſhift to diſpoſe of a paltry piece, that he could 
not otherwiſe have ſol for twenty ſhillings, 


However, far from ſhocking the poor man in 


diſtreſs, by dropping the leaſt hint of his con- 
jecture, he delired to be favoured with fix 
chances, if the circumſtances of his plan would 
indulge him lo far; and the painter, after ſome 
heſitation, condeſcended to comply with his re. 
queſt, out of pure friendſhip and veneration 
tho' he obſerved, that in fo doing he muſt cx- 
clude ſome of his moſt intimate companions, 
Having received the money, he gave Pickle his 
addreſs, deſiring he would, with his convenience, 
viſit the. princeſs, who, he was ſure, would dif— 
play her moſt engaging attractions, in order to 
captivate his fancy; and took his leave extreme- 
ly well pleaſed with the ſucceſs of his. applica». 
tion. | 

Tho' Peregrine was tempted with the curioſity 
of ſeeing this portrait, which he imagined mult 


contain tome analogy to the ridiculous oddity of 


the painter, he would not expoſe bimſelf to the 
diſagreeable alternative of applauding the per- 
formance, contrary to the dictates of conſcience 


and common ſenſe, or of condemning it, to the 


unſpeakable mortification of the miſerable au- 
thor ; and therefore never dreamt of returning 
the painter's viſit ; nor did he ever hear of the 
lottery's being drawn. | 4 2 

About this time he was invited to ſpend a few 
weeks at the country ſeat of a certain nobleman, 
with whom he had contracted an acquaintance, 
in the courſe of his debauches, which we have 


already deſcribed. His Jord{hip being remark 


able for his {kill and ſucceſs in horſe-racing, his 
houſe was continually filled with the connoiſſeurs 
and admirers of that ſport, upon which the 
whole converſation turned, inſomuch that Pcre- 
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grine gradually imbibed ſome knowledge in horſe- 
fleſh, and the diverſions of the courle ; tor the 
whole occupation of the day, excluſive of eat- 
ing and drinking, conſiſted in viewing, mana- 
ging, and exerciting his lordſhip's ſtud, 

Our hero looked upon theſe amuſements with 
an eye of taſte, as well as curioſity; he contem- 
plated the animal as a beauriful and elegant part 
of the creation, and relithed the ſurpriſing exer- 
tion of its ſpeed with a refined and claſhcal de- 


light. In a little time he became perionally ac- 


quainted with every horſe in the ſtable, and in- 
tereſted bimſelf in the reputation of each; while 
he alſo gratified his appetite for knowledge, in 
ovlerving the methods of preparing their bodies, 
and training them to the race. His landlord f:w 
and encouraged his eagerneſs, from which he 
promiſed himſelf ſome advantage; he formed ſe— 
veral private matches for his entertainment, and 
flattered his diicernment, by permitting him to 
he ſucceſsful in the firſt betts he made. Thus 
was he artfully decoyed into a ſpirit of keenneſs 
and adventure, and diſpoſed to depend upon his 
own judgement,-in oppoſition to that of people 
who had made horſe-racing the ſole ſtudy of their 
lives. He accompanied my lord to Newmarket, 
and entering at once into the genius of the place, 
was marked as fair game, by all the knowing 
ones there aſſembled, many of whom found 
means to rale him in, in ſpite of all the cautions 
and admonitions of his lordſhip, who wanted 10 
reſerve him for his own uſe. | 

It is almoſt impoſſible for any man, let him 
be never ſo fearful or phlegmatic, to be an un- 
concerned ſpectator in this buſy ſcene, The 
demon of play hovers in the air, like a peſti- 
lential vapour, tainting the minds of all preſent 
with infallible infection, which communicates 
from one perſon to another, like the circulation 
of a general panic, Peregrine was ſeized with 
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this epidemic diſtemper to a violent degree; and to 
after having loſt a few looſe hundreds, in his ce 

= progreſs through the various rookeries of the re 
f place, entered into partnerſhip with his noble co 
friend in a grand match, upon the iſſue of which de 

he ventured no leſs than three thouſand pounds. m 
Indeed he would not have riſqued ſuch a con- ne 
ſiderable ſum, had not his own confidence been * he 
reinforced by the opinion and concurrence of his to 
lordſhip, who hazarded an equal bett upon the cl 
fame event, Theſe two aſſociates engaged them- g he 
ſelves in the penalty of fix thouſand pounds, to Þ ta 
run one chaiſe and four againſt another, three g: 


times round the courſe; and our adventurer had fr 
the ſatisfaCtion of ſeeing his antagoniſt diſtanced 4 m 
in the firſt and ſecond heat; but all of a ſudden | 
one of the hoi ſes of his machine was knocked 18 
up, by which accident the victory was raviſhed 
almoſt from his very graſp, and he was obliged | x 
to endure the damage and the ſcorn. 3 
He was deeply affected with this mis fortune, 
4 which he imputed to his own extravagance and 
{ temerity, but diſcovered no external ſigns of af- 
fliction, becauſe his illuſtrious partner bore his 
1 loſs with the moſt philoſophic reſignation, con- 
| ſoling himſelf, as well as Pickle, with the hope 
of making it up, on ſome other occaſion, Ne- 
| vertheleſs, our young gentleman could not help | 
I admiring and even envying his equanimity, - not 
knowing that his lordſhip had managed matters ö 
ſo as to be gainer by the misfortune ; which to 
{ retrieve, Peregrine purchaſed ſeveral horſes, at 
the recommendation of his friend; and inſtead 
| of returning to London, made a tour with him 
to all the celebrated races in England, at which, 
| after ſeveral viciſſitudes of fortune, he made 
. ſhift, before the end of the ſeaſon, to treble his 
Þ loſs, | 4 
Blut his hopes ſeemed to increaſe with his ill- | 
luck. In the beginning of winter he came | 
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to town, fully perſuaded that fortune muſt ne. 
ceſſarily change, and that next ſeaſon he ſhould 
reap the happy fruits of his experience. In this 
confidence, he ſeemed to drown all ideas of pru- 
dence and ceconomy, His former expence was 
mere parſimony, compared with that which he 
now incurred : he ſubſcribed to the opera, and 
half a dozen concerts at different parts of the 
town; was a benefactor to ſeveral hoſpitals, pur- 
chaſed a collection of valuable pictures, took an 
houſe, and furniſned it in a moſt magnificent 


taſte; laid in a large ſtock of French wines, and 


gave extravagant entertainments to his quality- 
friends, who in return loaded him with compli- 
ment, and inſiſted upon his making uſe of their 
intereſt and good will. | 


CHAP. LXXXIxX. 

He is taken into the protection of a great man: 
ſets up for member of parliament ; is diſappoint- 
ed in his expectation, and finds himjelf egregi- 
oufly outwwitted. 


MON theſe profeſſed patrons, the great- 

eſt part of whom Peregrine ſaw through, 
there was one great perſonage, who ſeemed to 
ſupport with dignity the ſphere in which fortune 
had placed him- His behaviour to Pickle was 
not a ſeries of grinning complaiſance in a flat 
repetition of general expreſſions of friendſhip and 
regard, He demeaned himſelf with a ſeemingly 
honelt reſerve, in point of profeſſion; his ad- 
vances to Peregrine appeared to be the reſult of 
deliberation and experiment ; he chid the young 
gentleman for his extravagance with the autho- 
rity of a parent, and the fincerity of a faſt 
friend ; and having by gradual inquiries made 
himſelf acquainted with the ſtate of his private 
affairs, condemned his conduct with an air of 
candour and concern, He repreſented to him 
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the folly and dangerous conſequences of the pro- 
fligate life in which he had plunged himiclf, 
counſelled him with great warmth to fel] off his 
race-horſes, which would otherwiſe inſenſibly eat 


him up; to retrench all ſuperfluous expence, 
which would only ſerve to expole him to the ri- 


dicule and ingratitude of thoſe who were benc- 
fited by it ; to lay out his money upon ſecure 
mortgages, at good intereſt ; and carry into exe- 
cution his former deſign of ſtanding candidate 
for a borough, at the enſuing election for a new 
parliament ; in which caſe this nobleman pro- 
miſed to aſſiſt him with his influence and advice; 
aſſuring him, that if he could once procure a ſeat 
in the houſe, he might look upon his fortune as 
already made. | 

Our adventurer perceived the wiſdom and ſa- 
nity of this advice, for which he made his ac- 
knowledgments to his generous monitor, pro- 
teſting that he would adhere to it in every parti- 


_ cular, and immediately tet about a reformation, 


He accordingly took cognizance of his moſt mi- 
nute affairs, and, after an exact ſcrutiny, gave 
his. patron to underſtand, that, excluſwe of his 
furniture, his fortune was reduced to fourteen 
thouſand three hundred and thirty pounds, in 
Bank and South-Sea annuities, over and above 
the garriſon and its appendages, which herecxon- 
ed at ſixty pounds a year, He therefore deſiced, 
that as his lordihip had been ſo kind as to favour 


him with his friendſhip and advice, he would 


extend his generoſity ll tarther, by putting him 
in a way of making the moſt advantage of his 
money. My lord ſaid, that for his own part he 
did not chuſe to meddle in money matters; that 
Mr. Pickle would find abundance of people rea- 
dy to borrow it upon land ſecurity; but that he 


ought to be extremely cautious in a tranſaction 


of ſuch coniequence ; promiſing at the ſame 
time to employ his own ſteward, in ſceking 
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out a mortgager to whom it might be ſafely 
lent, | 

'This agent was accordingly ſet at work, and 
for a few days made a fruitleſs inquiry; to that 
the young gentleman was obliged to have re- 
courſe to his own intelligence, by which he got 
notice of ſeveral people of reputed credit, who 
offered him mortgages for the whole ſum ; but 
when he made a report of the particulars to hrs 
noble friend, his lordihip ſtarted ſuch doubts.ang 
objettions relating to each, that he was deterred 
from entering into any engagements with the pro- 
poſers; congratulating himſelf, in the mean time, 
on his good fortune, in being javoured with the 
advice and direction of ſuch a ſage counſellor.— 
Nevertheleſs, he began to be impatient, after 
having unſucceſsfully conſulted all the money- 
brokers and conveyancers about town, and re- 
{utved to try the expedient of a public advertife- 
ment. But he was perfuaded by my lord to poſt- 
pone that experiment, until every other method 


ſhould have failed, becauſe it would attract the 


attention of all the pertifoggers in London, who 
(though they might not be able to over- reach) 
would intallibly haraſs and teaze him out of all 
tranquillity. | 

It was on the back of this converfation that 
Peregrine, chancing to meet the ſteward near his 
lord's houſe, ſtopped him in the ſtreet, to give 


him an account of his bad luck; at which the 


other expreſled ſome concern, and rubbing hes 
chin with his hand in a muſing poſture, told 
Pickle, there was a thought juſt come into his 
head, pointing out one way of doing his buſtnefs 
effectually. The youth, upon this intimation, 
begg'd he would accompany him to the next cur- 
tee-houſe, in which having choſen a private ſitu 
tion, this grave manager gave him to underſtand, 


that a part of my lord's eſtate was mortgaged, im 


conſequence oi a debt contracted by his grand- 
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father, tor proviſion tv the younger children of 
the family ; and that the equity of redemption 
would be forecloſed in a few months, unleſs the 


burthen could be diſcharged. My lord (ſaid 


he) has always lived in a ſplendid manner, and 
notwithſtanding his ample fortune, together wich 
the profits accruing from the poſts he enjoys, he 
Javes ſo little money, that, upon this occation, I 
know he will be obliged to borrow ten thoutand 
pounds to make up the ſum that is requiſre to 
redeem the mortgage. Now, certain J am, that 
when his deſign comes to be known, he will be 
ſolicited on ali hands, by people deſirous of lend- 
ing money upon ſuch undoubted ſecurity ; and 
*tis odds but he has already promiſed the prefe- 
rence to ſome particular acquaintance. How- 
ever, as I know he has your intereſt very much at 
heart, Iwill (if you pleaſe) ſound his lordſhip 
upon the ſubject, and in a day or two give you 
notice of my ſucceſs,” 

Peregrine, ravithed with the proſpect of ſettling 
this affair ſo much to his ſatisfaction, thanked 
the ſteward for his friendly hint and undertaking, 
which he aſſured him ſhould be acknowledged by 
a more ſolid proot of his gratitude, provided the 
buſineſs could be brought to bear; and next day, 
he was viſited by this kind manager, with the 
happy news of his lordſhip's having conſented to 
borrow ten thouſand pounds of his ſtock, upon 
mortgage, at the intereſt of five per cent. This 
information he received as an inſtance of the fin- 


gular eſtezm of his noble patron ; and the papers 


being immediately drawn and executed, the mo- 
ney was depoſited in the hands of the mortgager, 
who, in the hearing of the lender, laid ſtrong in- 


junctions on his ſteward to pay the intereſt punc- 


tually at quarter-day, 

The beſt part of our hero's fortune being thus 
happily depoiited, and the agent gratified with a 
preſent of fifty pieces, he began to put his re- 
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trenching ſcheme in execution ; all his ſervants 
(Pipes excepted) were diſcharged, his chariot and 
running-horſes diſpoſed of, his houle-keeping 


broke up, and his furniture fold by auction: nay, 


the heat of his diſpoſition was as remarkable in 
this, as any other tranſaction of his life; fer 
every ſtep of his ſaving project was taken with 
ſuch eagerneſs, and even precipitation, that moit 
of his companions thought he was either ruined 
or mad, But he anſwered all their expoſtulations 
with a ſtring of prudent apophthegms, ſuch as 
«© The ſhorteſt follies are the beſt; ** Better 
to retrench upon - conviction than compulſion 
and divers other wiſe maxims, ſremingly the re- 
ſult of experience and philoſophic reflectton. Fo 
ſuch a degree of enthuſiaſm did his preſent ceco- 
nomy prevail, that he was actually ſeized with 
the deſire of amaſſing; and as he every: day re- 
ceived propoſals, from thoſe brokers whom. he 
had employed, about the diſpotal of his caſh, he 
at length ventured fifteen hundred pounds upon 
bott- nry, being tempted by the exceſſive pre- 
mium, | 

But it muſt be obſerved, for the honour of our 
adventurer, that this reformation did not at all in- 
terfere with the good qualities of his heart: Fe 


was ſtill as friendly and benevolent as ever, tho? 


his liberality was more {ubje& to the feſtraint 
of reaſon ; and he might have juſtly pleaded, in 
vindication of his generoſity, that he retrenched 
the ſuperfluities in his own way of living, in order 
to preſerve the power of aſſiſting his fellow 
creatures in diſtreſs, Numberleſs were the ob. 
jets to which he extended his charity in private. 
Indeed, he exerted this virtue in ſecret, not only 
on account of avoiding the charge ot oſtenta- 
tion, but alſo becauſe he was aſhamed of being 
detected in ſuch an aukward unfaſhionable prac. 
tice, by the cenſorious obſervers of this humane 


generation. In this particular, he ſeemed to 
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confound the ideas of virtue and vice; for he did 
good as other people do evil, by ſtealth ; and was 
ſo capricious in point of behaviour, that fre- 
quently, in public, he wagged his tongue in ſati- 
rica] animadverſions upon that poverty, which 


his hand had, in private, relieved. Yet, far 


from ſhunning the acquaintance, or diſcouraging 
the ſolicitation of thoſe who, he thought, wanted 
his aſſiſtance, he was always acceilible, open, and 
complacent to them, even when the haughtiinets 
of his temper kept his ſuperiors at a diſtance ; 
and often ſaved a modeſt man the angvuith and 
confuſion of declaring himſelf, by penetrating 
into his neceſſity, and anticipating his requeſt, in 
a frank offer of his purſe and friendſhip. 

Not that he practiſed this beneficence to all the 


| needy of his acquaintance, without diſtinction; 


there is always a ſet of idle profligate fellows, 
who having ſquandered away their own fortunes, 
and conquered all ſenſe of honour and ſhame, 
maintain themſelves by borrowing from thoſe who 
have not yet finiſhed the ſame career, and want 
reſolution to reſiſt their importunate demands,— 
To theſe he was always inflexible ; though he 


could not abſolutely detach himſelf from their 


company, becauſe, by dint of effrontery, and 
ſuch of their original connections as they have 
been able to retain, they find admiſſion to all 
places of faſhionable reſort. 

Several unſucceſsful attacks had heen made up- 
on his pocket, by beggars of this claſs. One of 
the moſt artful of them, having one day joined 
him in the Mall, and made the uſual obſervation 
on the weather, damned all the fogs of London, 
and began a diſſertation on the difference of air, 
preferring that of the country in which he was 
born, to any climate under the ſun, © Was you 
ever in Glouceſterſhire ?“ (ſaid he to Peregrine) 
who replying in the negative, he thus went on : 
© 1 have got a houſe there, where I ſhould be 
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glad to ſee you, Let us yo down together, du- 
ring the Eaſter holidays; I can promiſe you good 
country tare and wholeſome exerciſe : for I have 
every thing within myſelf, and as good a pack of 
fox-hounds as any in the three kingdoms, I 
ſha'n't pretend to expatia'e upon the elegance of 
the houſe, which to be ſure is an old building; 
and theſe, you know, are generally cold, and 
not very convenient, But, curſe the houſe; the 
dirty acres about it are the thing ; and a damn'd 
fire parcel they are, to be ſure. If my old 
grandmother was dead—ſhe can't live another 
leaſon, for ſhe's turned of fourſcore, and quite 
wore out: nay, as for that matter, I believe I 
have got a letter in my pocket, giving an account 
of her being deſpaired of by the doors, Let me 
ſee— No, d—n 1t, I left it at home, in the pocket 
of another coat. 

Pickle, who from the beginning of this ha- 
rangue ſaw its tendency, ſeemed to yield the 
moſt ſerious attention to what he ſaid ; breaking 
in upon it every now and then, with the inter- 


jections, Hum! Ha! The Deuce! and ſeveral 


civil queſtions, from which the other conceived 
happy omens of ſucceſs ; till perceiving they had 
advanced as far as the paſſage into St. James's, 
the miſchievous youth interrupted him all at 
once, ſaying, „I ſee you are for the end of 
the walk; this is my way.“ With theſe words 
he took his leave of the ſaunterer, who would 
have delayed his retreat, by calling to him aloud, 
that he had not yet deſcribed the ſituation of 
his caſtle. But Peregrine, without ſtopping, an- 
ſwered in the ſame tone, Another time will do 
as well z** and in a moment diſappeared, leaving 
the projector very much mortified with his diſap- 
pointment ; for his intention was to clole the de- 
icription, with a demand of twenty pieces, to be 
repaid out of the firſt remittance he ſhould 1ecerve 
from his eſtate. 
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It would have been well for our hero, had he 
always acted with the ſame circumſpeCttion : but 
he had his unguarded moments, in which he fell 
a prey to the unſuſpecting integrity of his own 
heart. There was a perſon among the number 
of his acquaintances, whoſe converſation he par- 
ticularly reliſhed, becauſe it was frank, agreeable, 
and fraught with many ſenſible obſervations upon 
the craft and treachery of mankind, This gentle- 
man had made a ſhift to diſcuts a very genteel 
fortune, though it was ſpent with taſte and repu- 
tation, and now he was reduced to his ſhifts for the 
maintenance of his family, which conſiſted of a 
wife and child. Not that he was deſtitute of the 
neceſſaries of life, being comfortably ſupplied by 
tire bounty of his friends ; but this was a provi- 
ſion not at all ſvited to his inclination ; and he had 
endeavoured, by divers unſucceſsful ſchemes, to 
retrieve his former independency. 

Peregrine happened one evening to be ſitting 
alone in a coffee-houſe, where he overheard a 
converiation between this ſchemer and another 
gentleman, touching an affair that engaged his 
attention. The ſtranger had been left truitze for 
fifteen hundred pounds begueathed to the other's 
daughter by an aunt, and was ſtrongly ſolicited 
to pay the money to the child's father, who aſ- 
ſured him, he had then an opportunity to lay it 
out in {ſuch a manner, as would greatly conduce 
to the advantage of his family. The truſtee re- 
minded him of the nature of his charge, which 
made him accountable for tne money, until the 
child ſhould have attained the age of eighteen ; 
but at the ſame time gave him to underitand, 
that if he could procure ſuch ſecurity as would 
indemnify him from the conſequences, he would 
forthwith pay the legacy into his hands. To this 
propoſal the father replied, that it was not to be 
ſuppoſed he would rifque the fortune of his only 
child upon any idle ſcheme or precarious iſſue: 
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and therefore he thought it reaſonable, that he 
ſhould have the uſe of it in the mean time; and 
that, as to ſecurity, he was loth to trouble any 
of his friends ahout an affair which might be 


compromiſed without their interpoſition; ob- 


ſerving, that he would not look upon his conde- 
ſcenſion as a favour, if obtained by a ſecurity, on 
which he could borrow the ſame ſum from any 
uſurer in town, 

After much importunity on one ſide, and eva» 
ſion on the other, the monied gentleman told 
him, that though he would not jurrender the 
ſum depoſited in his hands, for the ule of his 
daughter, he would lend him what he ſhould 
have occaſion for, in the mean time; and if upon 
her being of age, he ſhould be able to obtain 
her concurrence, the money ſhould be placed to 
her account, provided he could find any perſon 
of credit, who would join with him in a bond, 


for the aſſurance of the lender. This proviio 


was an obſtruction which the other would not 
have been able to ſurmount, without great dith- 
culty, had not his cauſe been eſpouſed by our 
hero, who thought it was a pity a man of honour 
and underſtanding ſhould tuffer in his principal 
concerns, on ſuch a pavitry conſideration. He 
therefore, preſuming on his acquaintance, inter- 
poſed in the converſation as a friend who intereit- 
ed himſelf in the affair ; and being fully informed 
of the particulars, offered himſelf as a ſecurity for 
the lender. 

This gentleman being a ſtranger to Peregrine, 
was next day made acquainted with his funds; 
and, without farther ſcruple, accommodated his 
friend with one thouſand pounds, for which he 
took their bond, payable in fix months, though 
he proteſted that the money ſhould never be de- 
marded, until the infant ſhould be of age, unleſs 
ſome accident ſhould happen which he could 


not then foreſee, Pickle believed this declaration 
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88 THE ADVENTURES OF 
ſincere, becauſe he could have no intereſt in diſ- 


ſembling : but what he chiefly depended upon, 


for his own ſecurity, was the integrity and con- 
fidence of the borrower, who aſlured him, that 
happen what would, he ſhould be able to ſtand 
between him and all danger ; the nature of his 
plan being ſuch, as would intallibly treble the 
lum ina very few months. 

In a little time after this tranſaction, writs being 
iſſued out for electing a new parliament, our 
adventurer, by the advice of his patron, went 
into the country, in order to canvas for a bo- 
rough, and lined his pockets with a competent 
ſhare of bank-notes for the occaſion. But, in 
this project, he unfortunately happened to inter- 
tere with the intereſt of a great family in the op- 
poſition, who, for a long ſeries of years, had made 


members tor that place; and were now fo much 


offended at the intruſion of our young gentle. 
man, that they threatened to ſpend ten thouſand 
pounds in fruſtrating his deſign. This menace 
was no other than an incitement to Peregrine, 
who confided ſo much in his own influence and 
addreſs, that he verily believed he ſhould be able 
to baffle his grace, even in his own territo- 
ries, By that victory he hoped to eſtabliſn his 
reputation and intereſt with the miniſter, who, 
through the recommendation of his noble friend, 
countenanced his cauſe, and would have been 
very well pleaſed to ſee one of his greateſt enemies 
ſuffer ſuch a diſgraceful overthrow, which would 
have, moreover, in a great meaſure ſhaken his 
credit with his faction. | 

Our hero, intoxicated with the ideas of pride 
and ambition, put all his talents to the teſt, in 
the execution of this project. He ſpared no ex- 
pence in treating the electors; but finding him- 
telf rivalled, in this reſpect, by his competitor, 
who was powerfully ſupported, he had recourte 


to thoſe qualifications in which he thought bim- 


[ 


— 
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felf ſuperior. He made balls for the ladies, viſited 
the matrens of the corporation, adapted himſelf to 
their various humours with ſurprifing facility, 
drank with thoſe who loved a cheriſhing cup in 
private, made love to the amorous, prayed with 
the religious, goſſipped with thoſe who delighted 
in ſcandal, and with great fagacity contrived 
agreeable preſents to them ali, This was the 
moit effectual method of engaging ſuch electors 
as were under the influence of their wives. 
As for the reſt, he aſſailed them in their own 
way, ſetting whole hooſheads of beer and wine 
abroach, for the benefit of all comers ; and into 
thole ſordid hearts that liquor would not open, he 
tound means to convey himlelt by the help of a 
golden Key, | 

While he thus exerted himſelf, his antagoniſt 
was not idle; his age and infirmities would not 
permit him to enter perſonally into their parties 
but his ſtewards and adherents beſtirred them- 
{elves with great induſtry and perſeverance. The 
market for votes ran lo high, that Pick!e's ready 
money was exhauſted before the day of election; 
arid he was obliged to write to his patron an ac- 
count of the dilemma to which he was reduced ; 
intreating him to take ſuch ſpeedy meaſures as 
would enable him to finith the buſineſs which he 
tad fo happily begun. Fe | 

This nobleman communicated the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe to the miniſter, and in a day 
or two our candidate found credit with the re. 
ceiver-general of the county, who Jent him 
twelve hundred pounds on his perſonal note, 
payable on demand. By means of this new ſup- 
ply, he managed matters fo ſucceſsfully, that an 
evident majority of votes was ſecured in his in- 
tcreit, and nothing could have obſtructed his 
el:&tion, had not the noble peer who ſet up his 
competitor, in order to avoid the ſhame and mor- 
tification cf being foiled in his own borough, 
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go THE ADVENTURES OF 
offered to compromiſe the affair with his honour, 
by giving up two members in another place, 
provided the oppolition ſhould ceaſe in his own 
corporation, This propoſal was greedily em- 
braced. On the eve of election, Peregrine re- 
ceived an intimation from his patron, deſiring 
him to quit his pretenſions, on pain of his and the 
miniſter's diſpleaſure; and promiſing that he 
ſhould be elected for another place. 
No other diſappointment in life could have 
given him ſuch chagrin as he felt at the receipt of 
this tantalizing order, by which the cup of ſucceſs 
was ſnatched from his lip, and all the vanity of 
his ambitious hope humbled in the duſt. He 
curſed the whole chain of his court connex1ons, 
inveighed with great animoſity againit the raſcal- 
ly ſcheme of politicks, to which he was ſacri- 


ticed z and in concluſion ſwore he would not give 


up the fruits of his own addreſs for the pleature 
of any miniſter upon earth. This laudable reſo- 
lution, however, was rendered ineffectual by his 
triend the receiver-general, who was bearer of 
the meſſage, and (after having, in vain, endea- 
vourzd to perſuade him to ſubmiſſion) fairly ar- 
reſted him upen the ſpot for the money he had ad- 
vanced ; this expedient being performed by virtue 
of a writ which he had been adviſed to take out 
in caſe the young man ſhould prove refractory. 
The reader, who, by this time, muſt be pretty 
well acquainted with the diſpoſition of our ad- 
venturer, may eaſily conceive how he reliſhed 
this adventure. At firſt, all the faculties of 
his ſoul were ſwallowed up in aſtgniſhment and 
indignation ; and ſome minutes elapſed before 
his nerves would obey the impulſe of his rage, 
which manifeſted itſelf in ſuch an application to 
the temples of the plaintiff, as laid him ſprawling 
on the floor. This aſſault, which was commit. 
ted in a tavern whither he had been purpoſely de- 
coyed, attracted the regard of the bailiff and his 
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followers, who, to the number of four, ruſhed 


upon him at once, in order to overpower him; 


but his wrath inſpired him with ſuch additional 
ſtrength and agility, that he diſengaged himſelf 
from them in a trice, and ſeizing a poker, which 
was the firſt weapon that preſented itſelf to his 
hand, exerciſed it upon their ſkulls with incre- 
dible dexterity and execution, The officer him- 


? ſelf, who had been the firſt that preſumed to lay 


violent hands upon him, felt the firit effects of 


his fury, in a blow upon the jaws, in coniequence 


of which he loſt three of his teeth, and fell 


athwart the body of the receiver, with which he 


Py 


formed the figure of a St, Andrew's croſs : one of 


his myrmidons ſeeing the fate of his chief, would 


not venture to attack the victor in front, but 
wheeling to one fide made an attempt upon him 
in flank, and was received obliquely by our he- 
ro's left hand and foot, fo maſterly diſpcled to the 
right fide of his leg, and the left fide of his neck, 
that he bolted head foremoit into the chimney, 
where his chin was encountered by the grate, 
which, in a moment, feared him to the bone. 
The reſt of the detachment did not think proper 


to maintain the diſpute, but evacuating the room 


with great expedition, locked the door on the 
outiide, and bellowed aloud to the receiver's ſer- 
vants, beſeeching them to come to the aſſiſtance 
of their maſter, who was in danger of his life, 
Mean while, this gentleman having recolle&. 


ed himſelf, demanded a parley; which having 


with difficulty obtained of our incenſed candi- 
date, m conſequence of the moſt ſubmiſſive ap- 
plication, he complained grievouſly of the young 
gentleman's intemperance and heat of diſpoſition, 


and very calmly repreſented th: danger of his 


raſnneſs and indifcretion, He told him, that 
nothing could be more outrageous or idle, than 
the reſiſtance he had made againſt the laws of his 


country, becauſe he would find it impracticable 
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to withſtand the whole executive power of the! 


county, which he could eaſily raiſe to apprehend 


and fecure him; that over and above the dif- | 


grace that would accrue to him from this impru— 
dent conduct, he would knock his own intereſt 
on the head, by dilobliging his friends in the 
adminiſtration, who were, to his knowledge, at 
preſent very wel] diſpoſed to do him ſervice ; that, 


for his own part, what he had done was by the | 


expreſs order of his ſuperiors, and not out of any 
deſire of diſtreſſing him; and that, far from be- 
ing his enemy, notwithitanding the ſhockirg 
intult he had ſuſtained, he was ready to withdraw 


the writ, provided he would liſten to any reaſon- 


able terms of accommodation. 

Peregrine, who was not more prone to anger 
than open to conviction, being appeaſed by his 
condeſcenſion, moved by his arguments, and 
chid by his own reflection for what he had done 
in the precipitation of his wrath, began to give 
ear to his remonſtrances; and the bailiffs being 


ordered to withdraw, they entered into a conſe. 


rence, the refult of which was our adventurer's 
immediate departure for London: fo that next 
day his competitor was unanimouſly choſen, be. 
cauſe nobody appeared to oppole his election. 
The diſcontented Pickle, on his arrival in 
town, went directly to the houſe of his patron, 
to whom, in the anguiſh of his diſappointment, 
he bitterly complained of the treatment he had 
received, by which, beſides the diſgrace of his 
ee ne was no leſs than two thouſand 
pounds out of pocket, excluſive of the debt for 
which he ſtood engaged to the receiver. His 
lordſhip, who was prepared for this expoſtula- 
tion, on his knowledge of the young man's im- 
petuous temper, anſwered al] the articles of his 
charge with great deliberation, giving him to un- 
derſtand the motives that induced the miniſter to 
quit his intereſt in that borough ; and ſoothing 
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him with aſſurances that his loſs would be amply 
rewarded by his honour, to whom he was next 
day introduced by this nobleman, in the warmeſt 
ſtile of recommendation. The miniiter, who was 
a pattern of complaiſance, received him with the 
molt engaging affability ; thanked him very kind. 
ly for his endeavours to ſupport and ſtrengthen 
the intereſt of the adminiitration ; and faithfully 
promiſed to lay hold on the firſt opportunity to 


7 expreſs the ſenſe he had of his zcal and attachment; 
deſiring to ter him often at his levee, that in the 


multiplicity of bulineſs he might not be in dan- 
ger of forgetting his ſervices and delert, 


EUA . 


Peregrine commences miniſters deperdent ; meets 


by actident abith Mrs. Gauntlet ; aud deſcends 
gradually, iu the condition of life. 


f HIS reception, favourable as it was, did 

not pleaſe Peregrine, who had too much 
diſcernment to be cajoled with general promiſes, 
at a time when he thought himielf intitled to 
the moit particular aſſurance. He accordingly 
ſignified his diſguſt te his introductor, giving him 


to underſtand, that he had laid his account with 
being choten reprelentative of one of thoſe bo— 
roughs for which he had. been ſacrificed, 


His 


lordſhip agreed to the reaſonablenels of his ex- 


pectation, vbterving, however, that he could not 
ſuppole the miniſter would enter upon bulinets 


with him, on his firſt viſit; and that it would be 
time enough at his next audience, to communi- 


cate his demand, | 

Notwithſtanding this remonſtrance, our hero 
continued to indulge his {ſuſpicion and chagrin, 
and even made a point of it with his patron, that 
his lordſhip thonld next day make application in 
his behalf, leſt the two ſeats ſhould be filled up, 
on pretence of his inclinatious being unknown. 
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94 THE ADVENTURES OF 


Thus importuned, my lord went to his principal, 
and returned with an anſwer, importing that his 
honour was extremely ſorry that Mr. Pickle had 
not ſignified his requeſt before the boroughs in 
queſtion were promiled to two gentlemen whom 
he could not now diſappoint, with any regard td: 
his own credit or intereſt ; but as ſeveral perſons 
who would be choſen wore; to his certain know | 


ledge, very aged and infirm, he did not doubſ 


that there would be plenty of vacant ſeats in a| 
very ſhort time, and then the young gentlemau 
might depend upon his friendſhip. 


Peregrine was ſo much irritated at this intima-| 


tion, that in the firſt tranſports of his anger he: 
forgot the reſpect he owed to his friend, and in| 
his preſence inveighed againſt the miniſter, as a. 


perlon devoid of gratitude and candour, proteſt- | 
ing, that if ever an opportunity ſhould offer it-“ 


ſelf, he would ſpend the whole remains of bis“ 


fortune in oppoling his meaſures. The noble-| 
man having given him time to exhauſt the impe- 


tuotity of his paſſion, rebuked him very calmly! 


for his diſteipectful expreftions, which were 
cqually injurious and indiſereet; aſſured him that 
this project of revenge, it ever put in execution, 
would redound to his own prejudice and confu- 
fion 3 and adviſed him to cultivate and improve, 
with patience and aitiduity, the footing he had 


already obtained in the miniſter's good graces. 
Our hero convinced of the truth, tho' not ſa- 


tisfied with the occaſien of his admonitions, took 
his leave in a fit of ſullen diſcontent, and began 
to ruminate upon the ſhattered poſture of his af. 
fairs. All that now remained of the ample for- 
tune he had inherited, was the ſum he had depo- 
ſited in his lordſhip” 8 hands, together with fiftcen} 
hundred pounds he had ventured on bottomry, | 
and the garriſon, which he had left for the ule and 
accommodation of the lieutenant; and on the; 
per contra fide of his account he was debtor for 
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the ſupply he had received from the receiver-ge- 
neral, and the money for which he was bound 
in behalf of his friend: fo that he found himſelf, 
for the firſt time in his life, very much embar- 
raſſed in his circumſtances : for, of the firſt half 
year's intereſt of his ten thouſand, which was 
punctually paid, he had but fourſcore pcunds in 
bank, without any proſpect of a farther ſupply, 
till the other term, which was at the diſtance of 
four long months, He ſeriouſly reflected upon 
the uncertainty of human affairs; the ſhip with 
his fifteen hundred pounds might be loſt, the gen- 
tleman for whom he was ſecurity might miſcarry 
in this, as well as in his former projects, and the 
miniſter might one day, through policy or dif- 
pleaſure, expoſe him to the mercy of his depen- 
dant, who was in polieſiion of his notes. 

Theſe ſuggeſtions did not at all contribute to 
the eaſe of our adventurer's mind, already 1utfled 
by his diſappointment, He curſed his own folly 
and extravagance, by which he was reduced to 
ſuch an uncomfortable ſituation, He compared 
his own conduct with that of ſome young gen- 
tlemen of his acquaintance, who, while he was 
ſquandering away the beſt part of his inheri— 
tance, had improved their fortunes, ſtrengthened 
their intereſt, and increaſed their reputation. He 
was abandoned by his gaiety and good humour, 
his countenance gradually contracted itſelf into 
a repreſentation of ſeverity and care, he dropped 
all his amuſements and the companions of his 
pleaſure, and turned his whole attention to the 
miniſter, at whole levee he never failed to ap- 

ear, 

: While he thus laboured in the wheel of de- 
pendance, with all that mortification which a 
youth of his pride and ſenſibility may be ſuppoſed 
to feel from ſuch a diſagreeable neceſſity, he one 
day heard himſelf called by name, as he croſſed 
the park; and turning, perceived the wife of 
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96 THE ADVENTURES OF 
captain Gauntlet, with another lady. He no) 
ſooner recognized the Kind Sophy, than he ac- ? 
coſted her with his wonted civility of friendſhip ; * 
but bis former ſprightly air was metamorphote ! 
into ſuch auſterity, or rather dejection of fea- | 
ture, that ſhe could ſcarce believe her own eyes; 
and in her aſtoniſhment, „is it poſſible (ſaid ſhe) | 
that the gay Mr. Pickle ſhould be ſo much alter- 
ei in ſuch a ſhort ſpace of time!“ He made no 
other reply to this exclamation, but by a languid 
ſmile; and aſked how long ſhe had been in town; | 
obtercing, that he would have paid his compli— 
ments to her at her own lodgings, had he been 
tavoured with the leaſt intimation of her arrival. 
Atter having thanked him for his pulitenets, ſhe 
told him, it was not owing to any abatement af 
her friendſhip and eſteem for bim, that the had 
omitted to give him that notice: but his abrupt | 
departure from Windfor, and the manner in 
which he quitted Mr. Gauntlet, had given her 
juſt grounds to believe, that they had incurred | 
nis diſpleaſure; which ſuſpicion was reinforced {| 
by his long filence and neglect from that period, | 
to the preſent. time. She obſerved it was ſtill 
firther confirmed, by his forhearing to enquire 
for Emilia and her brother: “ Judge then, 
(laid. the) if ] had any reaſon to believe that you 
would be pleaſed to hear that I was in town. 
However, I will not detain you at preſent, be- 
caule you ſeem to be engaged about ſome parti- 
cular buſineſs; but, if you will favour me with 
your company at breakfaſt to-morrow, I ſhall be 
much pleaſed, and honoured to boot, by the 
viſit.“ So faying, ſhe gave him a directien to 
her lodgings; and he took his leave, with a 
faithful promiſe of ſeeing her at the appointed 
time. 1 
He was very much affected with this advance 
of Sophy, which he conſidered as an inſtance of 
her uncommon ſweetneſs of temper 3 he felt 
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ſtrange longings of returning friendſhip towards 
Godfrey; and the remembrance of Emilia melted 
his heart, already ſoftened with grief and morti- 
fication, Next day, he did not neglect his en- 
gagement, and had the pleaſure of enjoying a long 
converſation with this ſenſible young lady, who 
gave him to underſtand, that her huſband was 
with his regiment; and preſented to him a fine 
boy, the firti-frnits of their love, whom they had 
chriſtened by the name of Peregrine, in memory 


of the friendſhip which had ſubſiſted between 


Godfrey and our youth, 
This proof of their regard, notwithſtanding 


the interruption in their correſpondence, mace a 


deep impreiſion upon the mind of our adventurer, 
who having made the warmeſt ackrowledgments 
for this undeſerved mark of reſpect, took the 
child in his arms, and almoſt devou:ed him with 
kifles, proteſting before God, that he ſhould al- 


ways conſider him with the tenderneſs of a pa- 


rent. This was the higheſt compliment he could 
pay to the gentle Sophy, who again kindly chid 
him for bis diſdainful and precipitate retreat, im- 
mediately after her marriage; and expreſſed an 
earneſt deſire of ſeeing him and the captain re- 
conciled, He aſſured her, nothing could give 
him greater ſ:tisfa&tion than ſuch an event, to 
which he would contribute all that Jay in his 
power, though he could not help looking upon 
himſelf as injured by captain Gauntiet's beha- 
viour, which denoted a ſuſpicion of his honour, 
as well as contempt for his underſtanding, The 
lady undertook for the conceſſion of her huſband, 
who (the told him) had been extremely ſorry for 


his own hear, after Mr. Pickle's departure, and 


would have followed him to the garriſon, in or- 


1 . 


der to ſolicit his forgiveneſs, had he not been re- 
ſtrained by certain punctilios, occaſioned by tome 
acrimonious expretiions that dropt from Peregrine 
at the inn. | 


Vo. III. F 


— _— Or CO IT TI lc er a 2 ů — 


—— Y — —u— — — — — 


98 THE ADVENTURES O ; 
After having cleared up this miſunderſtanding, 
the proceeded to give an account of Emilia, 
whoſe behaviour, at that junQure, plainly indi- 
Cated a continuance of affettion for her firſt lo- 
ver; and defired, that he would give her full 
powers to bring that matter alſo to an accommo. 
dation: “ For L am not more certain of my own 
exiſtence (ſaid the) than that you are fill in 
poſſeilion of my ſiſter's heart.“ At this declara- © 
tion, the tear ſtarted in his eye: But he ſhook his 
head, and declined her good offices, wiſhing that 
the young lady might be much more happy than 
ever he ſhould be able to make her. 4 
Mrs. Gauntlet, confounded at theſe expre{- |? 
fions, and moved by the deſponding manner in | 
which they were delivered, begg'd to know it 
any new obſtacle was raiſed, by ſome late change 
in his ſentiments or ſituation: and he, in order 
to avoid a painful explanation, told her, that he 
Had long deſpaired of being able to vanquith Emi. 
lia's reſentment, and for that reaſon quitted the 
purſuit, which he would never renew, howſo. 
ever his heart might ſuffer by that reſolution; 
though he took heaven to witneſs, that his love, 
ettcem, and admiration of her were pot in the 
leaſt impaired : but the true motive of his laying 
alide his deſign, was the conſciouinets of his de- 
cayed fortune, which, by adding to the ſenſibi- MF 
lity of his pride, increaſed the horror of another 
repulſe. She expreſſed her concern for this de. 
termination, both on his own account, and ing 
behalf of Fmilia, whole happinets (in her op:- Þ 
nion) depended upon his confiancy and aff.&tion; 3 
an | ſhe would have queitioned him more minutely F 
about the ſtate of his affairs, had not he diſcou- } 
xaged the enquiry, by ſecking to introduce anc. W 
ther ſubject of converſation, 
After mutual] proteſtations of friendſhip and re- 
gard, he promised to viſit her often, during her 
rcadence in town ; and took his leave in a tr ang 


— 5 


88 8 
* 2 5 I 
8 8 


— ——— 
o 


123 _ 1 
— — — at, . 


2 ——B 4 ——— 
n 8 — 4 


RNS 
* 


r 5 
n 
_ ö 

* D AYE 


1 
3 


| 
: 
| 


he, Tus. — 4 . 
— * 2 2 0 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 5 


perplexity of mind, occaſioned by the images of 
love intruding upon the remon firances of carking 
care, Heh ad . time ago fortaken thole ex- 
travagant compar ions with whom he had rioted 
in the heytay of his fortune, and begun to con- 
fort with a graver and more tober ſpecies of- ac- 
quaintance : but he now found himſelf diabled 
trom cultivatins the ſociety of theſe alſo, who 
were men of am}; le eſtates and liberal diſpoſitions; 
in conf. quence of which, their parties were too 
expentive for the conſumptive ftite of his finan- 
ces; lo that he was obliged to detcend to anos 
ther degree, and mingle with a fet of old bache- 
lors, and younger brothers, who ſubliſted on fhene 
cer annuities, or what is called a bare compe— 
tency in the public funds. This, aſſociation was 
compotea of ſecond hand politiciaus and minor 
critics, who in the forenoon ſaunter in the Mall, 
lounge at ſhows of pictures, appear, m the 
Urawing-room once or twice a week, dine at an 
ordinary, decide diſputes in a coffee houſe with 
an air of ſuperior intelligence, frequent the pit of 
the play-houſe, and once in a month fpend an 
evening with icme noted actor, whoſe remarks 
able ſayings they repeat for the entertainment of 
their ordinary friends, 

After all, he found ſomething comfortable 
enough in the company of thele gentlemen, who 
e intereſted his paſſions to any violence of 

raniport, nor teazed him with impertinent cu” 
eh about his private affairs: for though many 
of them had maintained a very long, cloſe and 
friendly correſpondence with each other, they 
never dreamt of enquiring into particular con- 
cerns; and it one of the two who were moſt 
intimately connected, had been aſked how the 
other made a ſhift to live, he would have an- 
ſwered, with great truth, “ Really, that is more 
than I Know. 3 Notwichſtanding this phlegma- 
tic inditterence, which is of che true Engliſh pro- 
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duction, they were all inoſfenſive, good -natured 
people, who loved a joke and a ſong, delighted in 
telling a merry ſtory, and prided themſelves in 
the art of catering, eſpecially in the articles of 
fiſh, veniſon, and wild fowl, | 

Our young gentleman was not received among 
them on the footing of a common member, who 
makes intereſt tor his admiſſion ; he was courted 
as a perſon of ſuperior genius and importance, 
and his compliance looked upon as an honour to 
their ſociety. This their idea of his prehemi- 
nence was ſupported by his converſation, which, 
while it was more liberal and learned than that 
to which they had been accuſtomed, was tinc- 
tured with an aſſuming air, ſo agreeably diftuſed, 
that, inſtead of producing averſion, it commanded 
reſpet. They not only appealed to him, in all 
doubts relating to foreign parts, to which one 
and all of them were ftrangers, but alſo conſulted 
his knowledge in hiſtory and divinity, which 
were frequently the topics of their debates ; and 
in poetry of all kinds he decided with ſuch ma- 


giſterial authority, as even weighed againſt the 


opinions of the players themſelves, The variety 
of characters he had feen and obſerved, and the 
high ſpheres of life in which he had ſo lately 


moved, furniſhed him with a thouſand en tertain- 
ing anecdotes, When he became a little famili- 


arized to his diſappointments, ſo that his natural 
vivacity began to revive, he flaſhed among them 
in fuch a number of bright allies, as ſtruck them 
with admiration, and conſtituted himſelf a claſlic 


in wit; inſomuch that they began to retail his 


remnants, and even invited ſome particular friends 
to come and hear him hold forth, One of the 


Players, who had for many years ſtrutted about 


the taverns in the neighbourhood of Covent-gar- 
den as the Grand Turk of wit and humour, be- 
gan to find his admirers melt away; and a certain 
petulant phyſician, who had ſhone at almoſt all 


the Port-clubs in that end of the town, was ac- 
tually obliged to import his talents into the city, 
where he has now happily taken root. 

Nor was this accels to be wondered at, if we 
conſider that, over and above his natural genius 


and educatian, our adventurer ftil] had the op- 


portunity of knowing every thing which hap- 
pened among the great, by means of his friend 


Cadwallader, with whom he ſtill maintained his. 


former intimacy, though it was now chequered 
with many occafional tifts, owing to the ſarcaſtic 
remonſtrances of the Miſanthrope, who diſap- 
proved of thoſe ſchemes which miſcarried with 
Peregrine, and now took unſeaſonable methods 
of valuing himſelf upon his own foreſight: nay, 
he was between whiles like a raven croaking 
preſages of more ill luck from the deceit of the 
miniſter, the diſſimulation of his patron, the folly 
of the projector, for whom he was bound, the 


uncertainty of the (eas, and the villainv of thoſe 


with hom he had entruſted his caſh, for Crab- 
tree faw and conſidered every thing through a 
per ſpective of ſpleen, that always reflected the 
worſt ſide of human nature. | 
For theſe reaſons, our young gentleman hegan 
to be diſguſted, at certain intervals, with the 
character of this old man, whom he now thought 


a moroſe cynic, not fo much incenied agaioſt the 


follies and vices of mankind, as delighted with 
the diſtreſs of his fellow-creatures. Thus he put 
the moſt unfavourable conitruction on the prin- 
ciples of his friend, becauſe he found himſelf 
juitly fallen under the lafh of his animadverhon, 
This ſelf- accuſation very often diſſolves the cloſeſt 
triendſhip : a man, conſcious of his own indiſ- 
cretion, is implacably offended at the rectitude of 
his companion's conduct, which he conſiders as 


an inſult upon his failings, never to be forgiven, 


even though he has not taſted the bitterneſs of 
reproof, which no finner can commodiouſly di- 
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geſt, The friendſhip, therefore, ſubſiſting be. 


tween Crabtree and Pickle, had of late ſuffered 
ſeveral ſymptomatic ſhocks that ſeemed to prog- 
noſticate a total diſſolution; a great deal of 
ſmart dialogue had paſſed in their private conver— 
ſations, and the ſenior began to repent of having 
placed his confidence in ſuch an imprudent, head - 
ſtrong, ungovernable youth, 

It was in tuch paroxyſms of diſpleaſure that 
he prophetied. misfortune to Peregrine, and even 
told him one morning, that he had dreamed of 
the ſhipwreck of the two Eaſt-Indiamen on 
board of which he had hazarded his money. But 
this was no other than a falle vition; for in a 


few werks, one of them arrived at her moorings 


in the et, and he received a thoutand in lieu 
of eight hundred pounds which he had lent upon 


bond to one of the mates. At the ſame time he 


was informed, that the other ip, in which he 
was concerned, had, in all probability, lojt her 
paſſage for the aſon, vy being unable to weather 
the Cape. He was not at all concerned at that 
iece of news, EDSINEs that the longer he ſhould 
lie out of his money, he would have the more in- 
tereſt to receive and finding his preſ:nt difficul- 
ties removed by-this ſupply, his heart began to 
dilate, aud his countenance to re{ume its former 
alacrity. 
This ſtate of exultation, however, was ſoon 
interrupted by a ſmall accident, which he could 
not foreſee: he was viſited one morning by the 
perſon who had Jent his friend a t] u land pounds 
on his ſecurity, and given to unde ſtand, that the 
borr.wer had abſconded, in confequence of a diſ- 
appointment, by which he had loft the whole 
ſum, and all hopes of rctiieving it; ſo that our 
hero was now liable for the debt, which he be- 
ſought him to diſcharge according to the bond, 
that he (the lender) might nat ſuffer 1 y his hu- 
manity. It may be eaſily conceived that Pero- 
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grine did not receive this intelligence in cold 
blood. He curſed his own imprudence in con- 
tracting ſuch engagements with an adventurer, 
whom he did not ſufficiently know. He ex- 
claimed againſt the treachery of the projector ; 
and having for ſome time indulged his reſentment 
in threus and 1mprecations, enquired into the na- 
ture of the ſcheme which had milcarried, 

The lender, who had informed himſelf of the 
„hole affair, Sratified his curioffity in this partie 
cular, by telling him that the fugiuve had been 
C2 joled 5 y a certain Knight of the poſt, who un- 
dertook to manage the thouſand ; pounds in ſuch 
a manver, as would, in a very little time; make 
him perf-&ly independent; and thus he deli. 
neated the plan: „One half of the ſum (ſaid 
he) ſhall be laid out in jewels, which I will 
pawn to certain perſons of credit and fortune, 
who lend money upon ſuch piedges at an exor- 
ditant intereſt, The other mall be kept for re. 
heving them, ſo that they may be again — 
with a ſecond ſ-t of thoſe honourable uſurers; 
and when they ſhall have been circulated in this 
manner through a variety of hands, we will ex- 
tort money from each of the pawn-brokers, by 

threatening them with a public proſecution, for 


ex ne Sing illeg al intereſt; and J know that they ; 


will bleed fr eely, rather "thai be ex;-ofed to the 
infamy attending ſuch an accufarion,? The 
ſcheme was feaſible, and though not very ho- 
nourable, made ſuch an impreffion upon the 
needy borrower, that he afſentcd to the propoſal ; 

and, by our hero's credit, the money was raiſed, 
The jewels were accordingly purchaſed , pawned, 
relieved, and re-piet2ed by the agent, who un- 
dertook to manage the whole affair; and fo ju- 


d cioully was the project executed, that he coul 


have eaſily proved cach Jender guiity of the 
Charge, Having thus far iucceſsfuliy trantiéted 
the buſine , this faithful agen «ifited them leve- 
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rally on his own account, to give them intima- 
tion, that his employer intended to ſue them on 


the ſtatute of uſury; upon which, every one, 


for himſelf, bribed the informer to withdraw his 
evidence, by which alone he could be convicted; 
and having received theſe gratifications, he had 
thought proper to retreat into France with the 
whole booty, including the original thonſand that 
put them in motion, In conſequence of this de- 
campment, the borrower had withdrawn himſelf ; 
ſo that the lender was obliged to have recourſe 
to his ſecurity. 

This was a very mortifying account to our 
young 4 who in vain reminded the nar- 
rator of his promiſe, importing, that he would 
not demand the money, until he ſhould be called 
to an account by his ward; and obſerved, that 
long before that period, the fugitive might ap- 
pear and diſcharge the debt. But the other was 
deaf to theſe remonſtrances; alledging, that his 
promiſe was proviſional, on the ſuppoſition that 
the borrower would deal candidly and fairly; 
that he had forfcited all title to his friendſhip and 
truſt, by the ſcandalous ſcheme in which he had 
embarked ; and that his treacherous flight from 
his ſecurity was no proof of his honeſty and in- 
tended return; but, on the contrary, a warning, 


by which he (the lender) was taught to take care 


of himſelf, He therefore inſiſted upon his being 


I indemnified immediately, on pain of letting the 


law take its courſe ; and Peregrine was actually 
obliged to part with the whole ſum he had to 
lately receiyed. But this payment was not made 
without extreme reluctance, indignation, and de- 


nunciation of eternal war againſt the abſconder, 


and the rigid creditor, betwixt whom he ſuſpetted 
tome colluſion. 
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ns Cadwallader ads the part of a n rter to ts 
i; | friend; and in his turn is conſole by Peregrine, 
ad | «vho begins to fend himſelfa moſt egregious dupe 


[ 
he "EL; HIS new misfortune, which he juitly |} 
| 


lat charged to the account of his own folly, re- 
e- |F called his chagrin ; and though he endeavoured 
x [ with all his might to conceal the affair from the 
rſe knowledge of Sa der, that prying ohſerrer 

3 perceived his countenance overcaſt. The pro- 
ur |3 jector's ſudden diſappearance alarming his ſaſpt- 
r- |\7 cion, he managed his enquiries with fo much art, 
Id % that in a few days he made himſelf acquainted | 
ed |} with every particular of the tranſaction, and re- 
at |} foived to gratify his ſpleen at the expence of the 
p- | impatient dupe, With this view, he tock an 
as 4 opportunity to accoſt him with a very lerious air fl 
is i layipg, a friend of his had in mediate occufion © | 
at for a thouſan 4 pounds; and as Peregrine had the 
exact ſum lying by him, he would take it as a 
1d |7 . great favour, it he would part with it for a few ; 
id |} months on undoubted ſecurity. Had Pickle |} 
m |} known the true motive of this demand, hes 
- would in all likelihood have made a very di- 
7, [73 agreeable anſwer ; but Crabtiee had wrapt "Hines | 
re |3 feif up ſo ſecurely in the diſſimulation of his fea 
E tures, that the youth could not poſſibly penetrate 
ie into his intention; and in the 3 galling ſul. 
y pence replied, that the money wa otherwiſe en- 
o gaged, The Miſanthrope, not e with 
le this irritation, aſſumed the prerogative of a friend, 
2 and queſtioned him fo miautely about the dif- 
7 poſal of the caſh, that after nuinberlets vans 


d # which coſt him a worid bf torture to 1 
Z he could contain his vexation no longer, ben 
exclaimed in a rage, Danm your imperti- 
nence ! 'tis gone the devil, and that's ewiugh Py: 
«*Thereatter as it may be «(laid this tormenter, 
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with a-moſt provoking indifference of aſpect) J 
ſhould be glad to know upon what footing ; tor 
I tuppoſe you have ſome expeRation of advan- 
tage from that quarter.“ „ Sdeath ! Sir (cried 
the impatient youth), if I had any expectation 
from hell, I would make intereſt with you, for 1 
believe from my foul you are one of its molt fa- 
voured miniſters upon earth.” With theſe words 
he flung out of the room, leaving Cadwallader 
very well ſatisfied with the chaſtiſement he had 
beſtowed. 

Peregrine having cooled himſelf with a.ſolitary 
walk in the Park, during which the violence of 
his choler gradually evaporated,. and his reflec- 
tion was called to a ſerious deliberation upon the 
poſture of his affairs; he reſolved to redouble his 
diligence and importunity with his patron and 


the miniſter, in order to obtain ſome ſinecure, 


which would indemnify him for the damage he 
had ſuſtained on their account. He accordingly 
went to his lordfhip and ſignified his demand, 
after having told him that he had ſuffered ſeveral 
freſh loſſes, which rendered an immediate pro- 
viſion of that ſort neceſſary to his credit and ſub- 
ſiſtence. 

His noble friend commended him for the re— 


gard he manifeſted for his own intereſt, Which he. 
cConſrdered as a proof of his m_ at tait detached 


from the carelets inadvertency of youth, He ap- 
proved of his demand, which he aflured him 
ſhould be faithfully tranſmitted to the miniſter, 


and backed with all his influence; and encou- 


raged his hope, by obſerving, that ſome profitable 
places were at that time vacant, and, ſo far as he 
knew, unengaged. 

This converſation helped to reſtore the tran- 
quillity of Pic! le's breaſt, tho' he ſtill harboured 
reſentment againſt Cadwallader, on account of 
the laſt inſult 5 and on the inſtant he formed a 
plan of revenge. Fiz knew the Milanthrope's 
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remittances from his eſtate in the country had 
been of late very ſcanty, in conſequence of repairs 
and bankruptcies among his tenants : fo that, in 
ſpite of all his frugality, he had been but barely 
able to maintain his credit, and even that was 
engaged on the ſtrength of his running rent- 


Being therefore intimately acquainted with the: 
particulars of his fortune, he wrote a letter to- 


Crahtree, ſubſcribed with the name of his prin- 
cipal farmer's wife, importing that her huſband 
being lately dead, and the greateſt. part of her 
cattle deftroyed by the infectious diſtemper, ſhe 
found herſelf utterly incapable of paying the 
rent which was due, or even of keeping the 
farm, unleſs he would, out of his great goodnels, 


. be pleaſed to give her ſome aſſiſtance, and al'ow 
her to fit free for a twelvemonth to come. This 
intimation he found means to convey by pol 
from a market-town adjoining to the farm, di- 
rected in the uſual ſtyle to the cynic, who leeing” 


it ſtamped with the known marks, could not poſ-- 
fibly ſuſpect any impoſition, 


Hackneyed as he was in the ways of life, and' 


ſteeled with his boaſted ſtoiciſm, this epiſtle threw 
him into ſuch an agony of vexation, that a double 


proportion of ſowering was viſible in his aſpect, 


when he was viſited by the author, who having 


obſerved and followed the poſtman at a proper 


diftance, introduced a converſation upon his own 


diſappointments, in which, among other cir— 


cumſtances of his own ill luck, he told him, that 
his patron's ſteward had deſired to he excuſed 
from paying the laſt quarter of his intereſt pre- 


ciſely at the appointed term; for which reaſon, 


he thould be utterly void of caſh; and therefore 

requeſted that Crabtree would accommodate him 

with an hundred pieces out of his next remittance 

trom the country. | | 

This demand galled and perplexed the old man 

to ſuch à degree, that the muſcles of his face al- 
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ſumed a contraction peculiarly virulent, and ex- 
hibited the character of Diogenes with a moſt 
lively expreſſion: he knew that a confeſſion of 
his true ſituation would furniſh Pickle with an 
opportunity to make repriſals upon him, with 
intolerable triumph; and that, by a downright 
refuſal to ſupply his wants, he would for ever 
forfeit his friendſhip and eſteem, and might pro— 
voke him to take ample vengeance for his ſordid 
behaviour, by expoſing him, in his native colou-s, 


to the reſentment of thoſe whom he had ſo long 


deceived. Theſe conſiderations Kept him ſome 
time in a moſt rancorous ſtate of ſuſpence, which 
Peregrine affected to miſinterpret, by bidding him 
treely declare his ſuſpicion, if he did not think 
it ſafe to comply with his requeſt, and he would 
make ſhift elſewhere, | 

This ſeeming miſconſtruction increaſed the 
torture of the Miſanthrope, who with the ut- 
meſt irritation of feature, ** Oons ! (cried he) 
what villainy have you noted in my conduct, 
that you treat me like a raſcally uſurer ? Pere- 
grine very gravely replied, that the queſtion need - 
ed no anſwer; “ for (ſaid he) had I conſidered yc u 
as an uſurer, I would have come with a ſecurity 


under my arm; but, all evaſion apart, will you 


ſtead me ? will you pleaſure me? ſhall T have the 


money? „Would it were in your belly, with 


a barrel of gunpowder ! (exclaimed the enraged 
cynic) ſince I muſt be excruciated, read that 
plaguy paper !—'Sblood ! why didn't nature clap 
a pair of long ears and a tail upon me, that J 
might be a real aſs, and champ thiſtles on ſome 
common, independent of my fellow-creatures ? 
Would I were a worm, that I might creep into 
the earth, and thatch my habitation with a ſingle 


ſtraw; or rather a waſp or a viper, that I might 


make the raſcaily world feel my reſentment! But 
why do I talk of raſcality? folly, folly is the 
courge of life! Give me a {coundrel (ſo he be a 
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ſenſible one) and I will put him in my heart of 
hearts! but a fool is more miſchievous than fa- 


mine, pettilence, and war, The idiotical hag 
that writes, or cauſes to be writ, this fame letter, 
has ruined her family, and broke her huſband's 
heart, by ignorance and miſmanagement; and 
ſhe imputes her calamity to providence with a 
vengeance; and ſo I am defrauded cf three hun- 
dred pounds, the preatelt part of which I ewe to 
tradelmen whom I have promiſed to pay this very 
quarter, Pox upon her! I Would ſhe were an 
horned beaſt, that the diſtemper might Jay hold 
on her. The beldame has the impudence too 
(after ſhe has brought me into this dilemma) to 
ſolicit my aſſiſtance to ſtock the farm anew!— 
Before God, I have a good mind to ſend her an 
halter; and periiaps I might purcha!e another fur 
myſelf, but that I would nut furmſh food for 
e to knaves and coxcombs. | 
Peregrine having peruſed the billet, and liſten= 
ed to this ejaculatic n, replied with great compo. 
ſure, that he was men to ſee à man of his 
years aud peatenions to philoſcphy, fo ruled by 
a trif]-, V hat ſignify all the boatted hardſhips 
you have overcome (aid h e) and the ſhrewd ob- 
ſervations you pretend to have made on hun an 
nature? Where is that ſtoical ind 


is the loſs of three hundred pounds, compared 
veith the misfortunes which I myſelf have under- 
gone within theſe two years? Vet you will take 
upon you to act the cenſor, and inveigh againſt 
the impatience and impetuoſity of youth, as if you 
yourſelt had gained an abſolute conqueſt over all 
the patſions of the heart, You was ſo kind as to 
inſult me other day in my affliction, by reproach- 
ing me with indiſcretion and miſcenduRd; ſuppoſe 
were now to retort the imputation, and aſk 
how a man cf your profound ſagacity could leave 


& 


fference you 
arm you have attained, if ſuch a paultry dil: ap- 
pointment can diſturb you in this manner ? What 
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your fortune at the diſcretion of ignorant peas. 


{ants ? How could you be ſo blind as not to fore- 
ſee the neceſſity of repairs, together with the 
danger of bankruptcy, murrain, or thin crop? 
Why did not you convert your land into ready 
money, and (as you have no connexions in life) 
ee pag. an annuity, on which you might have 
ived at your eaſe, without any fear of the con- 
ſequence ? Can't you, from the whole budget of 
your philoſophy, cull one apophthegm to conſole 
you for this trivial miſchance ?”* 
© Rot your rapidity ! (ſaid the cynic, halt. 
choked with gall) if the cancer or the pox. were 
in your throat, I ſhould not be thus tormented 
with your tongue :. and yet a magpye ſhall ſpeak. 
infinitely more to the purpoſe. Don't you know, 
Mr, Wiſeacre, that my caſe does not fall within 
the province of philoſophy ? Had I been curtailed. 
of all my members, racked by the gout and gra- 
vel, deprived of liberty, robbed of an only child, 
or viſited with the death of a dear friend like you, 
philoſophy might have contributed to my conlo- 
lation; but will philoſophy pay my debts, or 
free me from the burthen of obligation to a fet of 
fellows whom I deſpiſe? Speak—pronounce—- 
demonſtrate—or may heaven cloſe your mouth 
for ever! | 
© Theſe are the comfortable fruits of your 
miſanthropy (anſwered the youth), your laudable 
ſcheme of detaching yourſelt from the bonds of 
ſociety, and of moving in a ſuperior ſphere of 
your own. Had not you been fo peculiarly ſage, 
and intent upon laughing at mankind, you could 
never have been diſconcerted by fuch a pitiful 
inconvenience : any friend would have accom - 
modated you with the ſum in queſtion. But now 
the world may retort the laugh ; for you ſtand 
upon ſuch an agreeable footing with your ac- 
quaintance, that nothing could pleaſe them bet- 
ter than an account of your having given diſap- 
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pointment the ſlip, by the help of a nooſe pro- 
perly applied. This I mention by way of hint, 
upon which I would have you chew the cud of 
reflection; and ſhould it come to that iſſue, 1 will 
ale my whole intereſt with the ccroner, to bring 
in his verdict Zunacy, that your carcale may have 


chriſtian burial.” 


So ſaying, he withdrew, very well ſatisfied 
with the revenge he had taken, which operated 


ſo violently upon Crabtree, that if it had ot 


been for the ſol2 conſideration mentioned above, 
he would, in all probability, have had recourſe to 


the remedy propoſed, But his unwillingneſs to 


oblige and entertain his fellow-creatures hindered 
him from practiſing that expedient, till, by courſe 
of poſt, he was happily undeceived with regard 
to the fituation of his affairs; and that informa. 
tion had ſuch an effect upon him, that he not 
only forgave our hero for the ſtratagem, which 
he immediately aſcribed to the right author, but 
alſo made him a tender of his purſe; fo that 
matters, for the preſent, were brought to an ami- 
cable accommodation, 

Mean while, Peregrine never flacked in his at. 
tendance upon the great; he never omitted to 
appear upon every levee-day, employed his in- 
duſtry and penetration in getting intelligence of 


poſts that were unfilled, and every day recom- 


mended himlelf to the good offices of his patron, 
who ſeemed to eſpouſe his intereſt with great cor- 
diality : nevertheleſs, he was always too late in 
his application, or the place he demanded chanced 
to be out of the miniſter's gift. | 

Theſe intimations, tho* communicated in the 
moſt warm profeſſions of friendſhip and regard, 
gave great umbrage to the young gentleman, who 
conſidered them as the evaſions of an inſincere 
courtier, and loudly complained of them as ſuch 
to his lordſhip, ſignifying, at the fame time, an 


intention to fell his mortgage for ready money, 
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which he would expend to the laſt farthing in 


thwarting his honour, in the very firſt ejection | 
he ſhould patronize. His lordſhip never wanted 


a-proper exhortation upon theſe occaſions: he 
did not now endeavour to pacity him with at- 
ſurances of the miniſter's farvur, becauſe he per- 
ceived that theſe medicines had, by repeated uſe, 
Joſt their effect upon our adventurer, whoſe me- 


naces he now combated, by repreſenting that the 


miniſter's purſe was heavier than that of Mr, 
Pickle; that therefore, ſhou!d he make a point 
of oppoling his intereſt, the youth mutt intalli- 
bly fail in the conteſt: in which caſe he would 


find himſelf utterly deſtitute of the means of ſub— 


ſiſtence, and conſequently precluded from all 
hope of proviſion. | 
This was an obſervation, the truth of which 
eur young gentleman could not pretend to doubt, 
tho? it did not at all tend to the vindication of his 
honour's conduct. indeed Pickle began to ſuſpect 


the ſincerity of his own patron, who, in his opt- 


nion, hid trifled with his impatience, and even 
eluded, by forry excuſes, his deſire of having 


another private audience of the firſt mover. His 


lordſhip alſo began to be leſs acceſſible than 
uſual; and Peregrine had been obliged to dun the 
ſteward with repeated demands, before he could 


finger the laſt quarter of his intereſt. 


Alarmed by theſe conſiderations, he went and 
conſulted the nobleman, whom he had obliged in 
the affair of his fon; and had the mortification 
to hear but a very indifferent character of the 
perſon in whom he had ſo long confided. This 
new adviſer, who (though a courtier) was a rival 
of the other, gave our adventurer to underſtand, 


that he had been leaning upon a broken reed; 
that his profeſſed patron was a man of a ſhat- 


tered fortune and decayed intereſt, which ex- 
tended no farther than a ſmile and a whiſper ;. 
that for his own part, he ſhould have been proud 
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of an opportunity to uſe his influence with the 
miniſter in behalf of Mr. Pickle :. ** But, ſince 
jeu have put yourſelf under the protection of 
another pecr (ſaid he) whole connexions interfere 
with mine, I cannot now eſpouſe your caule, 
without incurring the imputation of ſeducing 
that noblemzn's adherents; a charge which, of 
all others, I would moſt carefully avoid, How- 
ever, I ſhajl always be ready to aſſiſt you with 
my private advice, as a ſpecimen of which, I now 
counſel you to inſiſt upon having another inter- 
view with Sir Steady Steerwell himſelf, that you 
may in perſon explain your pretenſions, without 
any riſque of being milrepreſented ; and endea- 


vour, it poſſible, to draw him into ſome particu- 


lar promiſe, from which he cannot retract, with 
any regard to his reputation: for general profeſ- 
ſion is a neceſſary armour worn by all miniſters in 
their own defence, againſt the importunity of 
thoſe whom they will not befriend, and would 
not diſoblige.“ = DE 

This advice was ſo conformable to his own ſen- 
timents, that our adventurer ſeized the firſt op- 
portunity to demand an hearing ; and plainly 
told his patron, that if he could not be indulged 
with that favour, he ſhould look upon his lora- 
ſhip's influence to be very ſmall, and his own 
hopes to be altogether deſperate; in which caſe, 
he was reſol ved to diſpoſ2 of the mortgage, pur- 
chaſe an annuity, and live independent. 


CHAP, x0. 

He is indulged with a ſerond audience by the mi- 
nifter, of whoſe fincerity he is convinced, II 
pride and ambition reui ve, and again are mor- 
tified. | 
F the young gentleman's money had been in 


other hands, perhaps the pcer would have 
been at very little pains, either in gratifying his 
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demand, or oppoling his revenge ; but he knew 
that the ſale of the mortgage could not be eff-&- 
ed without an inquiry, to which he did not wiſh 
to be expoſed, He therefore employed all his 
intereſt in procuring the ſolicited audience. This 
being granted, Peres rine, with great warmth 
and elocution expatiated upon the injury his 
fortune had fulfered in the aifair of the borough, 1 
for which he had ftood candidate; he took notice 
of the diſappointment he had ſuſtained in the 
other elect'on, reminded him of the promiſes with 
which he had been amuled, and in concluſion de- 
fired io know what he had to expect from his favour. 
The miniſter having patiently heard him to 
an end, replied with a moſt gracious aſpect, that 
he was very well informed of his merit and at- 
tachment, and very much diſpoſed to convince 
him of the regard which he paid to both; that 
till of late, he did not know the nature of his 


er neither had he the power of creating 


poſts for thoſe whom he was inclined to ſerve; 


but if Mr. Pickle would chalk out any feaſible 


method, by which he-could manileſt his {enti- 


Wend of friendſhip, he ſnduld not be back ward 
in executing the plan, 

Peregrine laying hold on this declaration, 
mentioned ſeveral places which he knew to be 
vacant; but the old evaſion was ſtill uſed : one 
of them was not in his department of bulineis ; 
another had been promiſed to the third ſon of a 
certain earl, before the death of the laſt poſſeſſor; 3 
es a third was incumbered with a penſion that 

2 up a good half of the appointments. In ſhort, 
fach obſtrucuons were ſtarted to all his props - 
ſals, as he could not potfibly ſurmount; tho' he 
plainly perceived they were no other than ſpe- 
cious pretexts to cover the mortifying ſide of a 
refuſal, Exalperated, therefore, at this lack of 
fincerity and gratitude, „ I can eaſily foreſee, 
(ſaid be) that ſuch diffculties will never be 
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wanting, when I have any thing to aſk; and 


for that reaſon will ſave myſelf the trouble of 


any farther application.“ So ſaying, he withdrew 
ina very abrupt manner, breathing defiance and 
revenge. But his patron, who did not think 
proper to drive him to extremities, found means 
to perſuade his honour to do ſomething for the 
pacification of the young man's choler; and 
that fame evening our adventurer received a 
meſſage from his tordthip, deſiring to fee him 
im nediataly. 

In conſequence of this intimation, Pickle went 
ro his houſe, and appeared before him with = 


very cloudy afpe&t, which fignified to whom it 


might concern, that his temper was at preſent 
too much galled to endure reproof; and there- 
fore the ſagaclous peer forbore taking him to 


taſk for his behaviour during the audience he had 
obtained; but gave him to underſtand, that the 


minitt-r, in confideration of his ſervices, had 
jent him a_bank-note of three hundred pounds, 
with a promiſe of the like ſum yearly, until he 
could be otherwiſe provided for, This declara- 
tion in fome meaſure appeaicd the youth, who 
conde{cenued to accept the preſent z and next 
I:vee day, made his acknowledgment to the do- 
nor, who favoured him with a ſmile of infinite 
complacency, which entirely dijlipated ail the 
remains of his reſentment ; for, as he could not 
poſſibly divine the true cauſe of his being tem- 
porized with, he looked upon this condefcer ft -n 
as an undoubted proof of Sir Steady's ſincerity, 
and firm'y believed, that he would fettle him 
in {ome place with the firſt opportunity, rather 
tlian continne to pay this penſion out of his 
own pocket, In all probability his prediction 
would have been verified, had not an unforeſeen 
accident in a moment overwhelmed the bark of 
his intereſt at court, 

Meun while, this ſhort gleam of good fortune 
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recalled the ideas of pride aud ambition which 
he had formerly cheriſhed. His countenance | 
was again lifted up, his good humour retrieved, 
and his mien re-exalted. Indeed, he began to 
be conſidered as a riſing man by his fellow-depen- 
_ dents, who ſaw the particular notice with which 
he was favonred at the public levee; and ſome 
of them, for that reaſun, were at pains to court 
his good graces. He no longer ſhunned his for- 
mer intimates, with whom a pocd part of his 
fortune had been ſpent, but made up to them in 
all places of public reſort, with the ſame eaſe and 
familiarity as he had been uſed to expreſs, and 
: even reimbarked in ſome of their exceſſes, upon 
' the ſtrength of his ſanguine expectation, Cad- 
wallader and he renewed their conſultations in 
the court of ridicule; and divers exploits were 
atchieved, to the confuſion of thoſe who had 
failed into the North of their diſpleaſure. 
But thele enjoyments were 1loon interrupted by 
a misfortune equally fatal and unexpected: his 
noble patron was ſeized with an apoplectic fit, 
from which he was recovered by the phyſicians, 
that they might diſpatch him according to rule; 
and, in two months after they were called, he 
went the way of all fleſh. Peregrine was very 
much afflicted at this event, not only on account 
of his friendſhip for the deceaſed, to whom he 
thought himſelf under many and great obliga— 
tions, but alſo, hecauſe he feared that his own 
intereſt would ſuffer a ſevere ſhack, by the re- 
moval of this nobleman, whom he conſidered as 
its chief ſupport. He put himſelf therefore in 
' mourning, out of regard to the memory of his 
departed friend, and exhibited genume marks of 
forrow and concern; though he had, in reality, 
more cauſe to grieve than he as yet imagined, 
When quarter day came about, he applied to 
the ſteward of his lordſhip's heir for the intereſt 
of his money, as uſual ; and the reader will rea- 
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dily own he had ſome reaſon to be ſurpriſed, 


when he was told he had no claim either to prin- 


cipal or intereſt. True it is, the manager talked 
very civilly as well as ſenſibly upon the ſubject, 


| « Your appearance, Sir, (ſaid he to Pickle) 


ſcreens you from all fulpicion of an intended 
fraud; but the mortgage upon thote lands you 
mention, was granted to another perſon many 
years before you pretend to have lent that ſum ; 
and ] have, this very moraing, paid one quar- 
ter's intereſt, as appears from this receipt, which 
you may peruſe for your ſatis faction.“ 

Peregrine was ſv thunder- ſtruck at this infor- 
mation, which ſtripped him of his all, that he 
could not utter one word; a circumſtance that 
did no great honour to his character, in the opi. 
nion of the ſteward, who, in good earnelt, be- 
gan to entertain ſome doubts of his integrity: 
for, among the papers of the deceaſed, which he 
had examined, there was no writing, memoran- 
dum, or receipt, relating to this incumbrance, 
After a long paute of ſtupefaction, Peregrine re- 
collected himſelf fo far as to obſerve, that either 
he was egregioufly miſtaken, or the predeceſſor 
of his lord the greateſt villain upon earth. But, 


J Mr. Whatdyecallum, (ſaid he) yon mult give me 


leave to tell you, that your bare aſſertion, in this 
affair, will by no means induce me to put up 
quietly with the loſs of ten thouſand pounds.“ 
Having thus expreſſed himſelf, he retired from 
the houſe ſo diſcontented at this demur, that he 
ſcarce knew whether he moved upon his head or 
heels; and the park chancing to lie in his way, 
he ſauntered about, giving vent to a ſoliloquy in 
praiſe of his departed friend, the burthen of which 


was a ſtring of incoherent curſes imprecated up- 


on himſelf; till his tranſperts, by degrees, giv- 
ing way to his reflection, he deliberated ſeri- 
ouſly and ſorrowfully upon his misfortune, and 
reſolved to conſult lawyers without loſs of time, 
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But, firſt of all, he propoſed to make perſonal 
application to the heir, who, by a candid . 
ſentation of the caſe, might be inclined to do 
him joſtice. 

In conſequence of this determination, he next 
morning put his writings in his pocket, and went 
in a chair to the houſe of the young nobleman ; 
to whom being admitted by virtue of his appear. 
ance, and a {mail gratification to the porter, he 
explained tne whole affair, 
ſertions with the papers which he produced, 
and deſcribing the diſgrace that would be entail- 
ed upon the memory of the deceaſed, ſhould 


he be obliged to ſeek redreſs in a public court of 


juſtice, 
The executor, who was a perſon of good 


breeding, conduled him upon his lots with great 
good-nature, though he did not fem much fur» | 
priſed at his account of the matter; bur withed, | 


that ſince the fraud muſt have been committed, 


the damage had fallen upon the firit mortgager, 5 


who (he ſaid) was a thieviſh ufurer, grown ric 
by the diftrefles of his fellow creatures. In an- 
to our hero's remonltrances, 


4 


l 


corroborating his aſ- 


he obſerved, | 


that he did not lock upon himſelf as obliged to 
F 


pay the leaſt regard to the character of his pre- 
deceſſor, who had uſed him with great barbarity | 


and injuſtice, not only in excludi ng him from | 


his countenance and aſſiſtance, but allo in preju- 
dicing his inheritance, as much as lay in his 
power; ſo that it could not be reaſonably ex 

pecbed, that he would pay ten thouſand 3 
of his debt, for whick he had received no value. 
Peregrine, in {pite.of his chagrin, could not help 
owning within himſelf, that there was a good 
deal of reaſon in this refuſal. After having 
given looſe to his indignation, in the moſt vio- 
ſent invectives againſt the defunct, he took his 
leave of the comp/ailant heir, and had immediate 
recourle to the advice of counſel, who aſſured him 
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that he had an excellent plea, and was accordingly 
retained in the cauſe. 

All theſe meaſures were taken in the firſt vi- 
gour of his exertion, during which his ſpirits were 
10 fluſtered with the diverſit y of paſſions produced 
by his miſchance, that he miſtock for equanimity 
that which was no other than intoxication 3 and 
two whole days elapſed before he attained a 
due ſenſe cf his misfortuue. Then indeed he 
underwent a woetul felf-cxamination : every Cir- 
cumſtance of the enquiry added freſh pangs to his 
reflection; and the reſult of the whole was a 
diſcovery, that his fortune was totally conſumed, 
and himſelf reduced to a ſtate of the moſt de- 
PR le ne Th:s ſuggeftion alone 
might (in the anguifh of his defpondency) have 
driven him to ſome deſperate courſe, had not it 
been in ſome meaſure qualified by the confidence 
of his law yers, and the aſſurance of the miniſter, 
which (Gen der as the world hath generally {cund 
them) were the only bulwarks between miſery 
and him. 

The mind is naturally pliable, and, provided 
it has the leaſt hope to lean upon, adapts itſelf 
wonderfully to the emergencies of fortune, eſpe- 
cially when the imagination is gay and juxuriant. 
This was the caſe with our adventurer: inftcad 
of indulging the melancholy ideas which his loſs 
inſpired, he had recourſe to the flattering delu- 


tons of hope, ſoothing himſelf with unſubſtan- 


tial plans cf future greatneſs, and endeavouring 
to cover what was palt with the veil of oblivion... 

After ſome e he reſolved to make 
Crabtree acquainted with his misfortane, that 
ence for all he might paſs the ordeal of his 
ſatire, wiithout ſubjeQing himſelf to a long 
ſeries of ſarcaſtic hints and doubtful allufions, 
wiich he could not endure, He accordingly 
took the firſt opportunity of telling him, that he 
was abſolutely ruined by the perfidy of his pa- 
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tron, and deſired that he would not ax gravate his } 
affliction, by thoſe cynical remarks which were 


peculiar to men of his miſanthropical diſpoſition. 


Cadwallader liſtened to this declaration with in- | 


r 2 


— 


ternal ſurprize, which, however, produced no | 
alteration in his countenance ; and after ſome | 
pou obſerved, that our hero had no reaſon to 


ook for any new obſervation from him upon 


this event, which he had long foreſeen, and daily 


expected; and exhorted him, with an nronical | 


ineer, to conſole himſelf with the promiſe of the 


miniſter, who would doubtleſs diſcharge the debts 


of his deceaſed boſom-friend, 


reit. 


Pregrine commits himſelf to the publick, and is 


admitted member of a college of authors. 


HE bitterneſs of this explanation being 
paſſed, our young gentleman began to re- 


volve within himſelf ſchemes for making up the 
deficiencies of his yearly income, which was now 
ſo grievoully reduced, and determined to profit, 
in fome ſhape or other, by thoſe talents which he 


Owed to nature and education, He had, in his þ 
afluence, heard of ſeveral authors, who, with- 
out any pretenſions to genius or human litera- | 


ture, earned a very gentee] ſubſiſtence, by un- 
dertaking work for bookſellers, in which repu- 
tation was not at all concerned. One (for ex- 
ample) profeſſed all manner of tranſlation, at fo 
much per ſheet, and actually kept five or fix 


amanuenſes continually employed, like ſo many » 


clerks in a compting houſe; by which means 
he was enabled to live at his eaſe, aud enjoy his 


friend and his bottle, ambitious of no other cha- 


racter than that of an honeſt man, and a good 
neighbour. Another projected a variety of plans 
for new dictionaries, which were executed under 


his eye by day-labourers; and the province of a ; 
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third was hiſtory and voyages, collected or abridg- 
ed by under ſtrappers of the ſame claſs. 

Mr. Pickle, in his compariſons, paid ſuch de- 
ference to his own capacity, as baniſhed all 
doubts of his being able to excel any of thoſe un- 
dertakers, in their different branches of profeſ- 
fon, if ever he ſhould be driven to that experi- 
ment: but his ambition prompted him to make 
his intereſt and glory coincide, by attempting 
ſome performance which ſhould do him honour 
with the public, and at the fame time eſtabliſh 
his importance among the copy-purchaſers in 
town, W'ith this view he worſhipped the mule; 
and, conſcious of the little regard which is, in 
this age, paid to every ſpecies of poetic compo- 
f1110n, in which neither ſatire nor obſcenity oc- 
curs, he produced an imitation of Juvenal, and 
laſhed ſome conſpicuous characters, with equal 
truth, ſpirit, and ſeverity. "Though his name 
did not appear in the title-page of this production, 
he managed matters ſo, as that the work was uni— 
verially imputed to the true author, who was not 
altogether dilappointed in his expectations of ſuc- 
cels; for the impreſſion was immediately fold 
off, and the piece became the ſubject of converſa- 
tion in alh aſſemblies of taſte. 

This happy cxordium not only attracted the 


* addreſſes of the bookſellers, who made intereſt 


tor his acquaintance, but alto rouſed the notice 


of a ſociciy of authors, who ſtiled themſelves 


4 


{he College, from which he was honoured with a 


deputation, offering to enroll him a member, by 
un mnimous conſent, The perſon employed for 
this purpoſe being a bard who had formerly taſted 
of our hero's bounty, uſed all his eloquence to 
2 perſuade him to comply with the advances of their 
; fraternity, which he deſcribed in ſuch a manner, 
Jas inflamed the curioſity of Pickle, who ditmiſſed 
the embaſſador, with an acknowledgment of the 
great honour they conferred upon him, and a 
* 


YOL, . 


S 2 


* 


1322 SF, 


worn; Wen 
21 5 ! 


o 
4 mb. 44 
RY 
3 
Wan 


a 


—ä—ͤ— — ͤ — 2 Tm _ 
— Ee Per" > "_ \ a — * 8 
— 3 88 1 — 
* — 


ä EI ET 
* 


=> 


3 ba 
- - 1 Em 


— S* 
« 0s 3 


oo ne —— 


— ATT ove Hoe tr 9" 


3 ——— j —— — * 


122 THE ADVENTURES OF 


faithful promiſe of endeavouring to merit the 


continuance of their approbation, 
He was afterwards, by the ſame miniſter, in- 
ſtructed in the ceremonies of the cottege ; and, 


in conſequence of his information, compoſed an 


ode, to be publicly recited on the evening of his 
introduction. He underſtood, that this conſti- 


tution was no other than a body of authors, in- 


corporated by mutual conſent, for their joint ad- F 


vantage and ſatis faction, oppoſed to another aſ- 
tembly of the ſame kind, their avowed enemies 


and detractors, No wonder, then, that they 
fought to ſtrengthen themſelves with ſuch a va. 


luable acquiſition as our hero was like to prove, 


e 


The college conſiſted of authors only, and theſe 2 
of all degrees in point of reputation, from the, 


fabricator of a ſong ſet to muſic, and ſung at 
Mary bone, to the dramatic bard who had appear- 
ed in buſkins upon the ſtage : nay, one of the | 


K 


members had actually finiſhed eight books of an 


epic poem, for the publication of which he was, 


at that time, ſoliciting ſubſcriptions. 
It cannot be ſuppoſed that ſuch a congregation 
of the ſons of Apollo would fit a whole evening 


with order and decorum unleſs they were under 
the check of ſome eſtabliſhed authority: and this 


inconvenience having been foreſeen, they had 
elected a preſident, veited with full power to ſi- 
tence any member or members that ſhould at- 
tempt to Gifturb the harmony and ſubordination 
of the whole, The {age who at this time poſ- 
ſeſſed the chair was a perſon in years, whole 
countenance was a lively portraiture of that ran- 


corous diſcontent which follows repeated dam 


nation. He had been extremely unfortunate in 


His theatrical productions, and was (to uſe the 


words of à profane wag, Who aſſiſted at the con- 


deinnation of his laſt play) by this time damn'd 
beyond redemption. Neverthelets, he ſtill tarried 
about the fxirts of Parnaſſus, trau lating ſome oi 


| 
| 
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the claiſics, and writing miſcellanies ; and, by 
dint of an invincible aſſurance, ſupercilious in- 
ſolence, the moſt undaunted virulence of tongue, 
and ſome knowledge of life, he made ſhift to ac- 
quire and maintain the character of a man of 
learning and wit, in the opinion of people who 
had neither ; that i is, thirty- nine in forty of thoſe 
with whom he aſſociated himſelf, He was even 
looked upon in this light by fome few of the col- 
lege; though the major part of thoſe who favour- 
ed his election were fuch as dreaded his malice, 
reſpected his experience and ſeniority, or hated 
his competitor, who was the epic poet. 

The chief end of this ſociety (as I have already 
hinted) was to affſiſt and fupport each other in 
their productions, which they mutuaily recom- 
mended to tale, with ail their art and influence, 
not only in private converſation, but alſo in oc- 
caſional epigrams, criticiſms, and advertiſements, 
inſerted in the public papers. This ſcience, 
which is known by the vulgar appellation of 

priffing, they carried to ſuch a pitch of fineſſe, 
Un, an author very often wrote an abuſive an- 
ſwer to his own performance, in order to inflame 
the curioſity of the town, by which it had bee: 
overlooked. Notwithitanding this general une 


nimity in the college, a private animoſity had 


long ſubſiſted between the two rivals I have men- 
tioned, on account of precedence, to which both 
laid claim, though, by a majority of votes, it 
had been decided in favour of the preſent chair- 
man. The grudge indeed never proceeded to 
any degree of outrage or defiance, but manifeſted 
itſelf at every meeting, in attempts to eclipſe each 
other in {mart ſayings and pregnant repartee ; ſo 
that there was always a delicate meſs of this 
kind of wit ſerved up in the front of the evening, 
for the entertainment and example of the junior 
members, who never failed ro divide upon this 
occaſion, declaring themſelves for one or other 
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of the combatants, whom they encouraged by their 
looks, geltures, and applauſe, according to the 
circumſtances of the diſpute. 

This honourable confiſtory was held m the 
beſt room of an ale-howule, which afforded wine, 
punch, or beer, ſuitable to the purſe or inclina- 
tion of every individual, who ſeparately paid for 


his own choice: and here was our hero intro. 
duced, in the midſt of twenty ſtrangers, who, by 
their looks and equipage, formed a very pictu— 
reſque variety. He was received with a moſt 


gracicus ſlolemnity, and placed upon the right 
hand of the preſident, who having commanded 
ſilence, recited aloud his introduttory ode, which 
met with univerſal approbation. Then was 
tendered to him the cuſtomary oath, obliging 
him to conſult the honour and advantage of 


the ſociety as far as it ſhould he in his power, 
in every ſtation of life: and this being taken, 


his tempies were bound with a wreath of 
laurel, which was kept ſacred for ſuch inaugu- 
ration. 

When theſe rites were performed with all due 
ceremony, the new member caſt his eyes around 
the place, and took a more accurate ſurvey of his 
Yrethren 3 among whom he obſerved a ſtrange 
collection of periwigs, with regard to the co- 


Jour, faſhions, and dimenſions, which were ſuch 


as he had never ſeen before. Thoſe who ſat on 
each ſide, neareſt the preſident, were generally 
diſtinguiſhed by vencrable tyes, the foretops of 
which exhibited a furprifing diverſity ; ſome of 
them roſe ſlanting backwards, like the glacis of 
a fortification ; ſome were elevated in two di- 
ſtinct eminences, like the hills Helicon and Par- 
naſſus; and others were curled and reflected, as 
the horns of Jupiter Ammon, Next to theſe, 
the majors took place, many of which were mere 
fuccedanea, made by the application of an occa- 
ſional roſe to the tail of a lank bob; and in the 
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lower form appeared maſſes of hair, which would 
admit of no deſcription. 

Their cloaths were tolerably well ſuited to the 
furniture of their heads, the apparel of the np- 
per bench being decent and clean, while tha 
of the ſecond claſs was threadbare and foiled 
and at the lower end of the room, he perceived 
divers efforts made to conceal their rent breeche: 
and dirty linen: nay, he could diftinguiſh by thei: 
countenances the different kinds of poetry in 
which they exerciſed the mule : he ſaw Tragedy 
conſpicuous in a grave ſolemnity of regard, Satire 
louring in a frown of envy and diſcontent, Elegy 
whining in a funeral aſpect, Paſtoral dozing in 
a meſt inſipid languor of fice, Ode-writing deli— 
neated in a diſtracted ſtare, and Epigram ſquinting 
with a pert ſneer. Perhaps our hero refined too 
much in his penetration, when he affirmed, that 
over and above theſe diſcoveries, he could plainly 
perceive the ſtate of every one's finances, and 
would have undertaken to have gueſſed each par- 


ticular ſum, without varying three farthings from 


the truth, | | 
The converſation, inſtead of becoming general, 
began to fall into parties; and the epic poet 
had actually attractéd the attention of a private 
committee, when the chairman interpoſed, calling 
aloud, „No cabals, no confpiracies, gentle. 
men.” His rival thinking it incumbent upon 
him to make ſome reply to this rebuke, anſwered, 
„We have no ſecrets ; he that hath ears, let 
him here,” This was ſpoke as an intimation 
to the company, whoſe looks were inſtantly whet- 
ted with the expectation of their ordinary meal : 
but the preſident ſeemed to decline the conteſt ; 
for, without putting on his fighting face, he 
calmly replied, that he had feen Mr. Metaphor 
tip the wink, and whiſper to one of his confede- 
rates, and thence judged, that there was ſomething 

myiterious on the carpet, 
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The epic poet, believing his antagoniſt creſt- 
fallen, reſolved to take the advantage of his de- 
jection, that he might enhance his own character 
in the opinion of the ſtranger ; and with that 
bew aſked, with an air of exultation, if a man 

ight not be allowed to have a convulſion in his 
je, without being ſuſpected of a conſpiracy, 
h be prefident perceiving his drift, and piqued 
c his preſumption, “ To be ſure (faid he) a 
qzan of a weak head may be very well ſuppoled 
O have convulſions in his eyes,” This repartee 
woduced a laugh of triumph among the chair- 
man's adherents; one of whom obierved, that 
his rival had got a ſmart rap on the pate. Yes, 
(replied the bard) in that re{pc&t Mr. Chairman 
has the advantage of me. Had my head been 
fortified with a horn-work, I ſhould not have 
been ſo ſenſible of the ſtroke,” This retort, 
which carried a ſevere alluſion to the preſident's 
wife, lighted up the countenances of the aggrel- 
ſor's friends, which had begun to be a little ob- 
umbrated ; and had a contrary effect upon the 
other faction, till their chief, collecting all his 
capacity, returned the ſalute, by obſerving, that 
there was no occaſion for an horn-work, when 
the covered way was not worth defending, | 

Such a reprifal upon Mr. Metavhor's yoke» 
fellow, who was by no means 1emarkable for her 
beauty, could not fail to operate upon the hearers 
and as for the hard himſelf, he was evidently 
ruffled by the reflection; ro which, however, he, 
without heſitation, replied, „ Egad! 'tis my 
opinion, that if your covered way was laid open, 
few people would venture to give the aſſault.““ 
% Not unleſs their batteries were more effectual 
than the fire of your wit, (ſaid the preſident.) 
As for that matter, (cried the other with pre- 
cipitation) they would have nv o-cafion to batter 
in breach; they would find the angle of the Ja- 
pucelle baſtion demoliſhed to their hands: he, he!“ 
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„ But I believe it would ſurpaſs your under- 


ſtanding (reſumed the chairman) to fill up the 
Me.” „„ That, I own, is impracticable (re- 
plied the bard); there 1 ſhould meet with an hiatus 
maxime d:flendis !* 

The preſi.lent, exaſperated at this inſinuation 
in preſence of the new member, exclaimed, with 
indignation in his looks, © And yet, if a body 
of pioneers were ſet at work upon your ſkull, 
they would find rubbiſh encugh to choak up all 
the common ſewers in town,” Here a groan was 
uttered by the admirers of the epic poet, who, 
taking a pinch of ſnuff with great compoſure, 


„When 4 man grows ſcurrilous (ſaid he) J take 


it for an undoubted proof of his overthrow,” 
If chat be the caſe (cried the other) you your- 
elf mutt be the vanquiſhed party; for you was 

the firſt that was driven to perſonal abuſe.“ © 

appeal (anſwered the bard} to thoſe wio can diſ. 

tinguith. Gentlemen, vour judgment?“ 

This reference produced an univerſal clamour, 
and the whole college was involred in confuſion. 
Every man entered into diipute with bis neigh- 
bour, on the merits of this cauſe, The chair. 
man interpoſed his authority in vain ; the noiſe 
grew louder and louder ; the diſputants waxed 
warm ; the epithets of Hach head, fool, and ſeoun- 
drel were band:ed about. Peregrine eniuyed the 
uproar, and, leaping upon the table, founded the 
charge to battle, which was immediately com- 
menced in ten different duels. The liphts were 
extinguiſhed ; the combatants threihed one ano- 
ther without diſtin&ion; the miſchievous Pickle 
diſtributed ſundry random blows in the dark ; 
and the people below, being alarmed with the 
ſound of application, the overturning of chairs, 
and the outcries of thoſe who were engaged, came 
up ſtairs in a body with lights to reconnoitre, and, 
it poſſible, quell this hidzous tumult. | 

Objects were no ſooner rendered viſible, than 
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the field of battle exhibited. ſtrange groupes of 
the ſtanding and the fallen. Each of Mr. Me- 
taphor's eyes was ſurrounded with a circle of a 
livid hue; and the prefident's noſe diſtilled a 
quantity of clotted blood. One of the tragic 
authors, finding himſelf aſſaulted in the dark, 
had, by way of a poignard, employed upon his 
adverſary” s throat a knife which lay upon the ta— 
ble for the convenience of cutting cheele ; but, 
by the bleſſing of God, the edge. of jt was not 
keen enough to enter the ſkin, which it had only 
{cratched in divers places. A ſatiriſt had almott 
bit off the ear of a lyric bard. Shirts and neck. 
cloths were torn to rags; and there was ſuch a 


wocful wieck of periwigs on the floor, that no 


examination could adjuſt the property of the own- 
ers, the greateſt part of whom weie oblis ged to uſe 
handkerchiefs by way ot nigbt-cap. 

The fray, however, ceaſed at the approach of 
thoſe who interpoſed ; part of the combatants 
being tired of an exerciſe in which they had re- 

ceived nothing but hard blows ; part of them be- 
ing intimidated by the remonitrances of the land- 
lord and his company, who threatened to call the 
vatchz and a very few being aſhamed of the 
jcandalous diſpute in which they were detected. 
But though the battle was ended, it was impol- 
livle, for that evening, to reſtore harmony and 
good order to the ſociety, which broke up, after 
the preſident had pro te a ſhort and confuſed 
apology to our adventurer, for the indecent up— 
roar which had unfortunately happened on the 
tirit night of his admithon. 

In.leed, Peregrine deliberated with himſelf, 
whether er not his reputation would allow him 
to appear again among this veneravle fraternity : 
but, as he knew ſome of them to be men ef real 
An how ridiculouſly ſoever their carriage 
nn b JE modified, and was of that laughing diſ- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 129 
poſition, which is always ſceking food for muta, 
as Horace obſerves of Philippus, 


Riſus undique querit ; 


he reſolved to frequent the college, notwithſtand- 
ing this accident which happened at his inau- 
guration ; being thereto moreover induced by his 
deſire of knowing the private hiſtory of the Stage, 
with which he ſuppoſed ſome of the members per- 
ſectly well acquainted, He was alſo viited, be- 
fore the next meeting, by his mtrodkiwtor, whe 
allured him, that ſuch a tumult had ncver hap- 
pened ſince the firſt inſtitution of the aſſembly, 
till that very night; and promiſed, that for the 
future he ſhould have no caule to be fcandaiized 
at their behaviour. 

Perſuaded by theſe motives and afurances, he 
truſted himſelf once more in the midſt of their 
community, and every thing proceeded with great 
decorum ; all diſpute and altercation was avoid- 
ed, and the college applied itſelf ferioufly to the 
purpoſes of its meeting, namely, to hear the 
grievances of individuals, and affiſt them with 
falutary advice. The firlt perſon that craved re. 
dreſs was a noiſy North Briton, who complain. 
ed (in a ſtrange diale&) that he nad, in the be- 
ginning of the ſ:afon, preſented a comedy to the 
manager of a certain theatre, who, after it had 
lain fix weeks in his hands, returned it to the aye 
thor, athrming there was neither ſenſe nor Eng lily 
in the performance. 

The prefident (who, by the bye, had reviſed 
the piece) thinking his own reputation concerned, 
declared, in preſence of the whole fociety, that 
with regard to ſenſe, he would not unveytiake to- 
vindicate the production; but, in point'of lan- 
guage, no fault could be juſtly laid to its charge. 
„The caſe, however, is very plain (aid he); the 
manager never gave” himſelf the trouble to pe- 
rule the play, but fo;med a judgment of 1t from 

2 192 1 


ED Rr * 
rr Dr 2 
— Coe. . ** . 88 


— — 


— — —. 6- = 


— 
. 


DDr ” 


— 2 8 4 — 
— — —— 
— 2 


— & 


— IEG — 


— —— ˙— — 


2 has and... * — _ a 206 , _ ”% >> q 

_ n 5 As — CO — — — 
CPP A VWs we 3 IO» Dn ons 
1 — — 


— - — 
— DS oo et 


n= 


— - — 
— — — tw eee ere es 


130% IHE: ADVENTURES OF 


the converſation of the author, never dreaming 

that it had undergone the reviſal of an Engliſh 
writer, Be that as it will, you are infinitely 
obliged to him for having diſpatched you ſo ſoon, 
and I ſhall have the better opinion of him for it 
ſo long as I livez for I have known otherguiſe 
authors than you (that is, in point of intercit 
and fame) kept in continual attendance and de- 
pendence during the beſt part of their lives, and 
after all diſappointed in the expectation of ſeeing 4 
their performances exhibited on the ſtage.“ E 


III. 
Further proceedings of the college. 


"HIS affair was no ſooner diſcuſſed, than 
another gentleman exhibited a complaint, 7 
ſignifping, that he had undertaken to tranſlate |? 
into Engliſh a certain celebrated author, who | 


had been cruelly mangled by former attempts ; | 


and that, as ſoon as his deſign took air, the propri- 
etors of thoſe miſerable tranſlations had endea- 
voured to prejudice his work, by induſtrious inf1- 
nuations, contrary to truth and fair- dealing, im- 
porting, that he did not underſtand one word of 
the language which he pretended to tranflate. 
This heing a cafe that nearly concerned the great- 
eſt part of the audicnce, it was taken into ſcrious 
deliberation : ſome obſerved, that it was not only 
a malicious effort againſt the plaintiff, but alſo a 
ſpiteful advertiſement to the public, tending to 


promote an enquiry into the abilities of all other 


tranſlators, few of whom (it was well known) 
were ſo qualified, as to ſtand the teit of ſuch ex- 
amination. Others ſaid, that over and above 
this conſideration, which ought to have its due 
weight with the college, there was a neceſſity 
for concerting meaſures to humble the preſump- 
tion of bookſellers, who had, from lime imme- 


 moizal, taken all opportunities to oppreſs and en- 
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ſlave their authors ; not only by limiting men of 
genius to the wages of journeymen taylors, 
without even allowing them one {abbath in the 
week; but alſo in taking ſuch advantages of their 
neceſlities, as were inconſiſtent with jultice an | 
humanity, “ For example (ad one of the 
members) after I myſelf had acquired a little re- 
putation with the town, I was careiled by one of 
thoſe tyrants, who profeſl-d a friendſhip for me, 
and even ſupplied me with money, accor:ling 1 
the exigencies of my fituati>n; lo that I Jocketdt 
upon him as the mirrour of difiateretted benevo- 
lence; and had he known my ditpoſtition, ani 
treated me accordingly, I ſhould have writ foy 
him upon his own terms. After I had uſed his 
friendſhip in this manner for tome time, I hap- 
pened to have occaſion for a fmall ſem of money, 
and with great confidence made another applica- 


tion to my good friend; when all of a ſudden he 


put a {top to his generoſity, refuſed to accom 
motlate mie in the molt abrupt and mortifying 
ſtyle; and though I was at that time pretty far 
a lvanced in a work for his benefit, which was 
a ſufficient se for what | owel him, he 
roundly aſ{ke.l, how ] propoſed to pay the money 
winch I had already borrowed ? Thus was | 
uied like a voung where jult come upon the 
town, whom the bhawd allows to run into her 
debt, that ſhe may have it in her power to op- 
preſs her at pleaſure z and if the ſufferer com- 
plains, ſhe is treated like the moſt ungrateful 
wretch upon earth; and that too with ſuch a ap- 
pearance of reaſon, as may eaſily miſlead an un- 
concerned ſpedctator. © You unthankful drab ! 
(the will fay) did'n't I take you into my hou? 
when you hadn't a ſhift to your back, a pete 
coat to your tail, nor a morſel of bread to 5 in- 
to your belly? Hen't I cloathed you from ben 
to toot like a gentle. oman, fup; ried YOu with 


board, Iovd x ging, and all neceſfarics, till your een 
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extravagance hath brought you into diſtreſs ? and 
now you have the impudence, you naſty, ſtinking 
brimſtone bungaway ! to ſay you are hardly dealt 
with, when I demand no more than my own.“ 
Thus the whore and the author are equally op- 
preſſed, and even left without the melancholy 
privilege of complaining ; ſo that they are fain to 
ſubſcribe to ſuch terms as their creditors ſhall 
pieaſe to impoſe. 

This illuſtration operated ſo powerfully upon 
the conviction and reſentment of the whole col- 
lege, that revenge was univerſally denounced 
againſt thoſe who had aggrieved the plaintiff; and 
atier ſome debate it was agreed, that he ſhould 
make a new tranſlation of ſome other ſaleable 
book, in oppoſition to a former verſion belonging 
to the delinquents, and print it in ſuch a {mall 
{ize, as would enable him to underſel] their pro— 
perty; and that this new tranſlation ſhould be 
recommended and introduced into the world, with 
the whole art and influence of the ſociety, 

This affair being ſettled to the ſatisfaction of 
all preſent, an author of ſome character ſtood 
up, and craved the advice and aſſiſtance of his 
fellows, in puniſhing a certain nobleman of great 
pretenſions to taſte, who, in conſequence of a pro- 
duction which this gentleman had uſhered into 
the world with univerſal applauſe, not only de- 
fired but even eagerly courted his acquaintance, 
6 Hle iuwi d me to his houle (ſaid he), where [ 
wa- overwhelmed with civility and profeſſions of 
friendſhip. He inſiſted upon my treating him 
as an intimate, and calling upon him at all hours, 
without ceremony; he made me promiſe to break - 
falt with him at leaſt three times a week: In 
ſhort, 1 looked upon myſelf as very fortunate, in 
meeting with ſuch advances from a man of his 
intereſt and reputation; who had it in his power 
to befriend me effectually in my paſlage through 
life; and, that I might not give him any caule 
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to think I neglected his friendſhip, I went to his 


houſe in two days, with a view of drinking cho— 
colate, according to appointment : . but he had 
been fo much fatigued with dancing at an aſſem— 
bly over night, that his valet de chambre would 
not venture to wake him lo early ; and I left my 
compliments to his lordſhip, with a periormance 
in manuſcript which he had expieſied a moſt 
eager deſire to peruſe, J repeated my viſit next 
morning, that his impatience to fee me might 
not have ſome violent effe& upon his conſtitu— 
tion; and received a metlage from his miniſter, 
ſignifying, that he had been highly entertained 
with the manuſcript 1 had left, a great part of 
which he had read, hut was at preſent ſo buſy in 
contiiving a proper dreſs for a private maſque- 
rade, which would be given that ſame evening, 
that he could not have the pleaſure of my com- 
pany at breakfaſt, This was a feaſible excuſe, 
which JI admitted accoruingly, and in a day or 


two appeared again, when his lordſhip was par- 


ticularly engaged. This might poſſibly be the caſe; 


and therefore I returned the fourth time, in hopes 
of finding him more at leiſure; but he had gone 
out about half an hour betore my arrival, and left 
my performance with his valet de chambre, who 
aſſured me, that his lord had peruſed it with infi- 
nite pleaſure. Perhaps I might have retired very 


well ſatisfied with this declaration, had not I, in 


my paſſage thro' the hall, heard one of the foot. 
men, upon the top of the ſtair-caſe, pronounce 
with an audible voice, Will your lordſhip 
pleaſe to be at home when he calls?“ lt is not 
to be ſuppoſed that I was pleaſed at this diſcove- 
ry, which I no ſooner made, than turning to my 
conductor, *I find (ſaid I) his lordſhip is dit- 
poſed to be abroad to more people than me this 
morning,” The fellow (tho' a valet de cham- 


bre) bluſhed at this obſervation ; and I with 


drew, not a little irritated at the peer's diſinge- 
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nuity, and fully reſolved to ſpare him my viſits 
tor the future, It was not long after this occa- 
ſion, that I happened to meet him in the Park, 
and being naturally civil, I could not pals him 
without a ſalutation of che hat, which he re- 
turned in the moſt diſtant manner, tho* we were 
both ſolitary, and not a foul within view; and 
when that very performance, which he had ap- 
piauded ſo warmly, was lately publiſhed by ſub- 
{cription, he did not beſpeak ſo much as one 


copy. I have often reflected with wonder upon 


this inconſiſtency in his conduct, I never court- 
ed his patronaye, nor indeed thought of his 
name, until he made intereſt for my acquaint- 
ance ; and if he was difappointed in my conver— 
ſation, why did he preſs me lo much to further 
connexion?!“ 

6% The caſe is very clear (cried the chair- 
man interrnpting him); he 1s one of thole con- 
no.{leurs who ſet up for taſte, and value them- 
ſelves upon knowing all men of genius, whom 
they would be thought to aſſiſt in their produc. 
tions. I will Jay an even bet with any man, 
that his lordſhip, on the ſtrength of that leader 
interview, together with the opportunity ot hav- 
ing ſcen your performance in manutcript, has al- 
ready hinted to every company in which he is 
converſant, that you lolicited his atſiſtunce in e- 
touching the piece, which you have now offere 
to the public, and that he was pleaſed to favour 
you with his advice, but found you obſtinately 
bigotied to your own opinion, in ſome points re— 
lating to thoſe very patſages which have not met 
with the approbation of the town, As for his 
careſſes, there was nothing at all extraeramary 
in his behaviour, By that time you have lived 
to my age, you will not be ſurpriſed to fee a 
courtier's promiſe and performance of a different 
complexion z not but that I would willingly act 
as an auxiliary in your reſentment,” | © 
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'The opinion of the preſident was ſtriengthened 
by the concurrence of all the members; and all 
other complaints and memerials being. deferred 
till another fitting, the college proceeded to an 
excrciie of wit, which was generally perfermed 
once every fortnight, with a view to promote the 
expectoration of genius. The ſubject was occa- 
tiunally choſen by the chairman, who opened 
the game with ſome ſhrewd remark naturally 
ariſing from the cor.veriation ; and then the ball 
was toſſed about from one corner of the room to 
the other, according to the motions of the ſpitit, 

That the reader may have a juſt idea of this 
ſport, and of the abilities of thole who carried 
it on, I ſhall repeat the ſallies of this evening, 
according to the order and ſucceſſion in which 
they eſcaped, One of the members obſerving 
that Mr. Metaphor was ahſent, was told by the 
perſon who ſat next to him, that the poet had 
toul weather at home, and could not ſtir abroad. 
„ What! (ſaid the preſident interpoſing, with 
the Hgnal upon his countenance) is he wind- 
bound in pert?” © Wine-bound, 1 ſuppole,” 
(cricd another.) © Hooped with wine! a ſtrange 
metaphor!” (ſaid the third.) ““ Not if he has got 
into a hogſliead, (aniwered the fourth.) “ The 
hogſhead will tooner get into him, (replied a 
fifth) it muſt be a tun or an eccan.”” © No 
wonder then, if he ſhould be overwhelmed,” 
(laid the ſixth.) If he thould, (cried a ſeventh) 
he will caſt up when his gall breaks.“ „ That 
muſt be very toon (roared an eighth), for it has 


been long ready to burſt.” * No, no, (ob- 


ſerved a ninth) he'!] ſtick faſt at the bottom, 
take my word for it; he has a natural alacrity 
in ſinking.” ** And yet (remarked a tenth) I 
have ſeen him in the clouds,” “ Then was he 
cloudy, I ſuppoſe, (cricd the eleventh.) © So 
dark, (replied the other) that his meaning could 
not be perceived.“ “ For all that (ſaid the 
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twelfth), he is eaſily fezn through.“ © You 
talk (anſwered the thirteenth) as if his head was tert 
made of glaſs.” No, no, (cried a fourtcenth) tere 
his head is made of more durable (tuff; it will fro. 
bend before it breaks. Yet I have ſeen it we. 
broken, (reſumed the preſident.) „ Did you IF ke2 
perceive any wit come out at the hole?“ (faid rec. 
another.) His wit (replied the chairman) is Wot 


too ſubtle to be perceived.” efc 
A third mouth was juit opened, when the ex- vai 
erciſe was ſuddenly interrupted by the dreadful for 
cry of fire, which iſſued from the kitchen, and RE ' 
involved the whole college in confulion, Every the 
man endeavouring to be the firſt in making his 0 
exit, the door and paſſage were blocked up: 0 
each individual was pummelle4 by the perſon an, 
that happened to be behind him. This commu— N int 
nication produced noiſe and exclamation; clouds Fry 
of ſmoke rolled upwards into the apartment, the 
and terror ſat on every brow; when Peregrine, an 
ſeeing no proſpe&t of retreating by the door, wi 
opened one of the windows, and fairly leaped his 
into the ſtreet, where he found a croud of peo— ca 
ple aſſembled to contribute their aſſiſtance in ex- ne 
tinguiſhing the flames, Several members of the MF a 
college followed his example, and happily ac- op 
compliſhed their eſcape: the chairman himſelf vo. 
being unwilling to ule the ſame expedient, ſtood ni 
trembling on the brink of deſcent, dubious of i 
his own agility, and dreading the conſequence of fo 
ſuch a leap, when a chair happening to paſs, he pe 
laid hold on the oppportunity, and hy an exertion 
of his mulcles pitched upon the top of the car. be 
riage, which was immediately overturned in the ot 
kennel, ta the grievous annoyance of the fare, a 
which happened to be a certain effeminate beau, 00 


in full dreſs, on his way to a private aſſembly, 
This phantom hearing the noiſe overhead, 

and feeling the ſhock of being overthrown at- 

the ſame time, thought that ſome whole tene 


o 
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ment had fallen upon the chair, and, in the 


terror of being cruſhed to pieces, uttered a 


{cream which the populace ſuppoſed to proceed 
from the mouth of a woman; and therefore 
went to his aiſiſtance, while the chairmen, in- 
ſtead of miniſtering to his cccaſtons, no ſooner 
recolleRed themſelves, than they ran in purſuit 


Jof their overthrower, who being accuſtomed to 


2 


efcapes from bailiffs, dived in'o a dark alley, and: 


vaniſhing in a trice, was not viſible to any living 
jou!, until he appeared next day on Tower- hill. 
The humane part of the mob, who beſtirred 


themſelves for the relief of the ſuppotrd lady, no 


{;orer perceived their miſtake in the appearance 
oi the beau, who ſtared around him with horror 
anch affright, than their compailion was changed 


into mirth, and they began to paſs a great ma- 


ry enſavoury jokes upon his misfortune, which 
they now diſcovered no inclination to alcvane] 
and he found himſelf very uncomfortably betet, 
when Pickle pitying his ſituation, interpoſed in 
his behalf, and prevailed upon the chairmen to 
carry him into the houſe of an apothecary in the 
neighbourhood, to whom his miſchance prove 
a very advantageous accident; for the fright 


operated to violently upon his nerve s, that he 


was ſeized with a delirium, and lay a whole fort- 
night deprived 1 teh tenſes ; during which pe- 
riod he was not neglected in point of medicines, 
food, and attendance, but royally regaled, as ap- 
peared by the contents of his landlord's bill. 

Our adventurer having ſeen this unfortunate 
beau ſafely houſed, ret: arned to the ſcene of the 
other calamity, which, as it was no other than 
a foul chimney, ſoon yielded to the endeavours 
of the family, and was happily overcome, with = 
out any other bad conſequence than that of alarm- 
ing the neighhours, diiturbing the college, and 
ſiſordering the brain ot a beau. 

Kager to be acquainted with the particular 
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conſtitutions of a ſociety which ſeemed to open 
upon him by degrees, Mr. Pickle did not fail to 
appear at the next mzeting, when ſeveral peti- 


tions were laid before the board, in behalf of i 


thoſe members who were confined in the priſons 
of the Fleet, Marſhalſea, and King's Bench. As 
thoſe unhappy authors expected nothing from 
their brethren but advice and good offices, which 
did not concern the purſe, the memorials were 
conſidered with great care and humanity ; and, 
upon this occaſion, Peregrine had it in his power 
to manifeit his importance to the community 
for he happened to be acquainted with the credi- 
tor of one of the priſoners, and knew that ger. | 
tleman's ſeverity was owing to his reſentment at |} 
the behaviour of the debtor, who had lampooned 
him in print, becauſe he refuſed to comply with 
a freſh demand, after he had lent him money to 
the amount of a conſi-lerable ſum. Our young 
gentleman therefore underftanding that the au— 
thor was penitent, and diſpoſed to make a rea- 
ſonable ſubmiſhon, promiſed to employ his in- 
fluence with the creditor, towards an accommo- 
da- ion; and in a few days actually obtained his 
releaſe. 

The focial duties being diſcharged, the con. 
verſation took a general turn, and ſeveral new 
productions were freely criticiſed ; thoſe eſpe— 
cially which belonged to authors who were either 
unconreted with, or unknown to, the college. 
Nor did the profeſſion of ſtage-playing eſcape the 
cognizance of the aſſembly: a deputation of the 
moſt judicious members being ſent weekly to 
each theatre, with a view of making remarks 
upon the performance of the actors. The cen- 
ſors for the preceding week were accordingly 
called upon to give in their report; and the play 
which they had reviewed was the Rewenge. 

Mr. Q— (ſaid the ſecond cenſor) (take him 
all in all) is certainly the moſt compleat and un- 


open 
1] to 


an expr eſs deſign to criticiſe his action: 
admiration and applauſe. 


Imitation. 
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Plemiſhed performer that ever appeared on our 
age, notwithitanding the blind adoration which 
$ paid to his rival, I went two nights ago, with 
I could 
nd no room for cenſure, but infinite ſubje& for 
In Pierre he is great, 
n Othello excellent, but in Zanga beyond all 
Over and above the diſtinctneſs of 
Yronunciation, the dignity of attitude, and ex- 
reiſſion of face, his geſtures are ſo juſt and ſig- 
nificant that a man, tho? utterly berett of the ſenſe 
f hearing, might, by ſeeing him only, under- 
* the meaning of every word he ſpeaks! 
Sure nothing can be more exquiſite than his 
manner of telling Iiabella how Alonzo behaved 
when he found the incendiary letter which ſhe 
had dropt hy the Moor's direction; and when, 
to crown his vengeance, he diſcovers himſelf to 
be the contriver of ail the mitchiet that had hap- 
pened, he manifeſts a perfect maſter-piece of 
action in pronouncing theſe four little Wonen 
lables, Knoxw then, -e I. 

Peregrine having eyed the critic ſome mi— 
nutes, “ I fancy (taid he) your praiſe mult be 
wonical, becauſe, in the very two ſituations you 
mention, I think I have ſeen that player out- 
herod Herod, or, in other words, exceed all his 
other extravagances. The intention of the au— 
thor is, that the Moor ſhould communicate to 
his confidante a piece of information contained 
in a few lines, which, doubtle! he ought to be re- 
peated with an air of eagerne's and ſatisfaction, 
not with the ridiculous grimace 2 of a monkey, to 
which methought his action bore an intimate 
relemblance, i in n this plain ſentence: 


He took it ub; 
But ſcarce æuas it unfolded 10 his fight, 
IWhen he, as if an arrow pierc'd his eye, 
Star te d, and trembling dropt it an the ground, 
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In pronouncing the firſt two words, this egre- 


gious actor ſtoops down, and ſeems to take up 
tomething from the tage, then proceeding to rc. 


peat what follows, mimicks the manner of un. kk 
tolding a letter; when he mentions the ſimile of Þ 


an arrow piercing the eye, he darts his fore- finger 
towards that organ, then recoils with great vi- 
olence when the word farted is expretied ; and 
when he comes to 7rembling dropt it on the ground, 
he throws all his limbs into a tremulous motion, 
and ſhakes the imoginery paper from his hand. 
The latter part of the deſcription 1s carried cn 
with the ſame minute geſticulation while he lays, 


Pale and aghaft a while my vidlim ſtood, 
Disguise afigh or t u, and puff” d them from hin; 
Then rubb'd his brow, and 190k it up again. 


The player's countenance aſſumes a wild ſtare, 
he ſtghs twice moſt piteoulty, as if he were on 
the point of ſuffocation, ſeruhs his forehead, 
and, bending his body, apes the action of ſnatch- 
ing an object from the floor, Nor is this dexte- 
rity of dumb ſhew omitted, when he concludes 
his intimatton im theſe thive lines: 


At jirft, he look'd as if be meant to read i 3 
But check'd by r., E JFars, he cru d it thus, 
And thrrvft it like an adder in his boſom. 


Here the judicions performer imitates the con- 
fuſion and concern ot Alonzo, ſeems to calt his 
eyes upon ſomething, from which they are imme— 
diately withdrawn with horror and precipitation; 
then ſhutting his ſiſt with a violent ſqueeze, as 
if he intended to make immediate application to 
Iſabella's noſe, he rams it in his own boſom, with 
all the horror and agitation of a thief taken in the 
manner, Were the player debarred the uſe of 
ſpeech, and obliged to act to the eyes only of the 
audience, this mimickry might be a neceſſary 
conveyance of his meaning ; but when he 1s at 
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can be more 
tic, than this ſuperfluous mummery, 
I would exclude from the repreſentation the graces 
of action, without which the choiceſt ſentiments, 
cloathed in the moſt exquiſite expretflion, would 
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liberty to ſignify his ideas by language, nothing 
trivial, forced, unnatural, and an- 
Not that 


appear unanimated and inſipid; but theſe are as 
different from this ridiculous burleſque, as is the 
demeanor of a Tully in the roſtrum, trom the 
tricks of a Jack pudding on a mountebank's 


ſtage : and for the truth of what I alledge, I appeal. 


to the obſervation of any perion who has conſi— 
dered the elegance of attitude and propriety of 
geſture, as they are univerially acknowledged in 
the real characters of life, Indeed I have known 
a Gaicon, whoſe limbs were as eloquent as his 
tongue: he never mentioned the word fleep with: 
out reclining his head upon his hand; when he 
had occaſion to talk of a horte, he always ſtart- 
ed up and troited acroſs the room, except when 
he was ſo ſituated that he could not ſtir without 
incommoding the company, and in that caſe he 
contented himſelf with neighing aloud : if a dog 
happened to be the ſubje& of his converſation, 
he wagged his tail, and grinned in a ſigni— 
ficant manner : and one oy he exprelied his de- 
fire of going backwards with ſuch natural imita— 
tion of his purpoſe, that every body in the room 
firmly believed he had actually over ſhot himſelf, 
and fortified their noſtrils accordingly. Yet no 

man ever looked upon this virtuoſo. to be the 


ſtandard of propriety in point of ſpeaking and 
* deportment, 


For my own pait, I confets on 
player in queſtion would, by dint of theſe quali 
fications, make a very good figure in the et 
ter of Pantaloon's lacquey, in the entertainment 
of Perſeus and Andromeda, and perhaps might 


acquire ſome reputation, by turaing the Revenge 
into a pantomime; in which caſe, I would adviſe 


him to come upon the tage, provided with an 
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handful] of flour, in order to beſmear his face, 


when he pronounces pale and agb, &c. and me- 

thinks he ought to illuſtrate the adder with an, 
hideous hiſs, But let us now come to the oth 
ſituation, in which this modern ZEfopus is ſup. 
poſed to diſtinguiſh himſeit ſo much, I mean thats 
ſame eclaircifſement comprehended in K702v then 
? {ves -. His manner, I own, may be altered 
ſince J was preſent at the repreſentation of that 


performance ; but certain I am, when I beheld 
him in that critical conjuncture, his behaviour ap. 
peared to me fo uncouth, that I really imagined 
he was viſited by ſome epileptic diſtemper; for 
he ſtood tottering and gaſping for the ſpace cf 
two minutes, lik: a man tuddenly ſtruck with the) 
palſy ;z and after various diſtortions and fide ſha. 
kings, as if he had got fleas in his doublet, heay- 
ed up from his lungs the letter J, like a huge an- 
chor from foul ground. 

This criticiſm was acceptable to the majority 
of the college, who had no great veneration for 


85 
* 


the player in queſtion ; and his admirer, without, 
making any reply, aſked in a whiſper, of the, 
gentleman who ſat next to him, it Pickle had, 


not oftered ſome production to the ſtage, and] 
met with a repulie, 
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The young gentleman is introduced to a wirtuoſo if 


the firſt order, and commences Telper. 


Ttherto Peregrine had profeſſed himſelf an“ 


oy 


author, without reaping the fruits of that 
oc&upation, except the little fame he had acquired 
by his late ſatire; but now he thought it high 


time to weigh /olid pudding againſt empty pr aiſe 


and therefore engaged with ſome bookteilers in a 
certain tranflation, which he obliged himſelf to 
perform for the conſideration of two hundred 
pounds. The articles of agreement being drawn, 


face, 
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moderation, and wean himſelf from his former 
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Friſe immediately after his firſt fleep, and exerciſe 
Yo oy 
table, the doctor promiſed to attend him in theſe 


If an early excurſions, and even to introduce him to 


that 4 
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4 betook himſelf to reſt, that he might be able to 
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he began his taſk with great eagerneſs, roſe early 
in the morning to his work, at which he laboured 
all day-long, went abroad. with the bats in the 
evening, and appeared in the coffee-houte, where 
he amuſed himſelf with the news-papers and 
convertation till nine o'clock ; then he retired to 
his own apartment, and after a flight repaſt 


unrooſt with the cock. This ſudden change 
from his former way of life az reed ſo ill with his 
diſpoſitiop, that, for the fult time, he was trou- 
bled with flatulencies and indigeſti. n, which pro- 
duced znxiety and dejection of ſpirits, and the 
nature of his ſituation began in ſome meaſure to 
diſcompoſe his brain; a diſcovery. which he no 
ſooner made, than he had recourie to the advice 


of a young phyſician, who was a member of the 


college of authors, at this time one of our hero's 
moſt intimate acquaintance, | 

The fon of Æſculapius having conſidered his 
caſe, imputed his diſorder to the right cauſe, 
namely, want of excerciſe z diſſuaded him from 
ſuch cloſe application to ſtudy, until he ſhould 
be graudually familiarized to a ſedentary life; ad- 
viled him to enjoy his friend and his bottle in 


cuſtoms by degrees; and, above all things, to 


himſelf in a morning's walk. In erder to render 
this laſt part of the preſcription the more pala- 


a certain perſonage of note, who gave a fort of 
public breakfaſting to the minor virtuoh of the 
age, and often employed his intereſt in behalf 
of thoſe who properiy cultivated his countenance 
and approbation, | 

This propoſal was extremely acceptable to 
our young gentleman, who, beſides the advan- 
tage which might accrue to him from fuck a vas 
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luable connection, foreſaw much entertainment! 
and ſatisfaction in the diſcomſfe of fo many 
learned gueſts. The occaſions of his health an# 
intereſt, moreover, coincided in another circum.! 
ſtance, the miniſter's levee being kept by times“ 
in the morning; ſo that he could perform his | 
walk, yield his attendance, and breakfaſt at thi; 


philoſophical board, without encroaching a great 
deal upon his. other; avocations. 


Meaſures being thus preconcerted, the phy. R 
cian conducted our adventurer to the houle of | 
this celebrated ſage, to whom he recommended | 
him as a gentleman of genius and taſte, who 
craved the honour of his acquaintance; but he 
had previouſly ſmoothed the way to his intro. | 


auction, by repreſenting Peregrine as a young 


fellow of great ambition, ſpirit, and addreſs, who | 


could not fail to makes a figure in the world ; 
that therefore he would be à creditable addition 
to the ſubordinates of ſuch a patron, and by tis 


qualifications, intrepidity, and warmth of tem- 


per, turn out a conſummate herald of his fame, 


Upon thele conſiderations, he met with a maſt! 
engaging reception from the entertainer, who | 
was 4 well bred man, of ſome learning, genero- | 
ſity, and taſte ; but his foible was the deſire of be- 


ing thought the inimitable pattern of all three. 


It was with a view to acquire and ſupport this | 
character, that his houſe was open to all thoſe 


who had any pretenſions to liteyature; conle- 


quently he was ſurrounded by a ſtrange variety | 
of pretenders; but none wers diſcouraged, be- 
cauſe he knew that even the moſt inſignificant ! 
might, in ſome ſhape, conduce to the propaga- | 
tion of his praiſe, A babbler, tho' he cannot run 
upon the ſcent, may ſpring the game, and by his 
yelping help to fill up the cry : no wonder then, | 
that a youth of Pickle's accompliſhments was ad- 
mitted and even invited into the pack. After 
having enjoyed a very ſhort private audience in 
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the cloſet, our young gentleman was ſhewn into 
another room, where half a dozen of his fellow. 
adh-rents waited for their Mwzcenas, who in a 
few minutes appeared with a moſt gracious af. 
pe, received the compliments of the morning, 
and ſit down to breakfaſt, in the midſt of them, 
without any further ceremony. 

The converſation at firſt turned upon the wea- 


ther, which was inveſtigated in a very philoſo- 


phical manner by one of the company, who 
ſeemed to have conſulted all the barometers and 


thermometers that ever were invented, before 


he would venture to affirm that it was a chill 
morning. This ſubject being accurately diſcuſſed, 
the chief enquired about the news of the learned 
world; and his inclination was no ſooner ex- 
preſſed than every gueſt opened his mouth, in or- 
der to gratify his curioſity : but he that firſt cap- 
tivated his attention, was a meagre, ſhrivelled an- 
tiquary, who looked like an animated mummy, 
which had been fcorched among the ſands of the 
deſert. He told the patron, that he had by ac- 
cident met with a medal, which though it was de- 
faced by time, he would venture to pronounce 4 
genuine antique, from the ringing and taſte of 
the metal, as well as from the colour and compo— 
ſition of the ruſt : fo ſaying, he produced a piece 
ct copper coin, ſo conſumed and diſguiſed by age, 
that ſcarce a veſtige of the impréſſion was to be 
perceived, Nevertheleſs this connoiſſeur pre- 
tended to diſtinguiſh a face in profile, from which 
he concluded that the piece was of the Upper Em- 
pire, and on the reverſe he endeavoured to point 
out the bulb of the fpear, and part of the parazo- 
nium, which were the in{ignia of the Roman Vir- 
tus, together with the fragment of one fold of 
the multicium in which ſhe was cloathed. He 
likewiſe had diſcovered an angle of the letter N, 
anc, at ſome diſtance, an entire I; from theſe 


circumſtances conjecturing, and indeed conclud- 
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ing, that the medal was ſtruck by Severus, in ho-! 


nour of the victory he obtained over his rival 
Niger, after he had forced the paſſes of mount 
Taurus, This criticiſm ſeemed very ſatis factory 
to the entertainer, who having examined the coin 
by the help of his ſpectacles, plainly diſcerned the 
particulars which the owner had mentioned, and 
was pleaſed to term his account of the matter a 
very ingenious explanation. 


The curioſity was circulated thro' the hands 
of all preſent, and every virtuoſo, in his turn, 
licked the copper, and rung it upon the hearth, 2 
declaring his aſſent to the judgment which had 
been pronounced. At length it fell under the“ 
inſpection of our young gentleman, who, though 7 


no antiquarian, was very well acquainted with 


the current coin of his own country, and nv # 


ſooner caſt his eyes upon the valuable. antique, 


than he affirmed, without hefitition, that it was 


no other than the ruins of an Engliſh farthing, 
and that ſame ſpear, parazonium, and multicium, 
the remains of the emblems and drapery with 
which the figure of Britannia is delineated on our 


copper money. 


This hardy aſſeveration feemed to diſconcert 
the patrov, while it incenſed the medaliſt, who i 
grinning like an enraged baboon, “ What d'ye 
tell me of a brats farthing ? (faid he) Did you | 
ever know modern braſs of ſuch a reliſh ? Do bu: 
taſte it, young gentleman ;z and ſure I am, if you 
have ever been converſant with ſubj<&s of this 
kind, you will find as wide a difference in the fi- 
your between this and an Engliſh farthing, as can 2 
poſſibly be perceived betwixt an onion and a tur- q 
Nip: beſides, this medal has the true Corinthian Þ 
ring; then the attitude is upright, whereas that 
of Britannia is reclining ; and huw 1s it poiſtbi2 


to miſtake a branch of palm for a parazonium?“ 


All the reſt of the ampany efpoutcd the vi- 
tuoſo's fide of the queſtion, becauls the reputa- ; 
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tion of each was concerned. The patron finding 
himſelf in the lame circumſtance, aſſumed a ſo— 
lemnity of feature, daſhed with a ſmall mixture 
of diſpleaſure, and told Peregrine, that as he had 
not made that branch of literature his particular 
ſtudy, he was not ſurpriſed to fee him miſtaken in 
his opinion. Pickle immediately underſtood the 
reproof. Though he was ſhocked at the vanity or 
infatuation of his entertainer and fellow-guelts, 
he aſked pardon for his preſumption, which was 
accordingly exculed, in conſideration of his inex- 
perience ; and the Engliſh farthing dignified 
with the title of a true antique, 

The next perſon that addreffed himſelf to the 


chief was a gentleman of a very mathematical 


turn, who valued himlelf upon the improvements 


be had male in ſeveral domeſtic machines, and 


now preſented the plan of a new contrivance for 
cutting cabbages, in ſuch manner as would ſe— 


cure the ſtock againſt the rotting rain, and enable 


it to produce a plenteous after crop of delicious 
ſprouts. In this important machine he had united 
the whole mechanic powers, with ſuch maſſy 


zZ complication of iron and wood, that it could not 
have been moved without the aſſiſtance of an 


horſe, and a road made for the convenience of the 


EZ draupht. Theſe objections were ſo obvious, that 
they occurred at firlt fight to the infpector-general, 
who greatly commended the invention, which, he 


obſerved, might be applied to ſeveral other uſeful 
purpoſes, could it once be rendered a little more 


portable and commodious. 


The inventor, who had not foreſeen theſe dif- 
hculties, was not prepared to ſurmount them; 
but he took the hint in good part, and promiſed 
to taſk his abilities anew, in altering the conftruc- 


tion of his deſign, Not but that he underwent 


5 ſome ſevere irony from the reſt of the virtuoſi, 


who complimented him upon the momentous 


improvement he had made, by which a family 


By 
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might ſave a dith of greens in a quarter, for ſo j # 


trifling an expence as that of purchaſing, wo1 k. 
ing, and maintaining ſuch a ſtupendous machine: 
but no man was ever more ſarcaſtic in his remarks 
upon this piece of mechaniſm than the naturaliſt, 
who next appealed to the patron's approbation 
for a curious diſquiſition he had made touching 
the procreation of muck flies, in which he had 
laid down a curious method of collecting, pre- 
ſerving, and hatching the eggs of thele inſects, 
even in the winter, by certain modifications of 
artificial heat, The nature of this diſcovery was 
no ſooner communicated, than Peregrine, unable 
to contain himſelf, was ſeized with a fit of Jaugh. 
ter, which infected every perſon at the table, the 
landlord himſelf not excepted, who found it im- 
poſſible to preſerve his wonted gravity of face. 
Such unmannerly mirth did not fail to mortify 
the philoſopher, who, after ſume pauſe, during 
which indignation and diſdain were painted in 


his countenance, reprehended our young gentle- 


man for his ur philoſophical behaviour, and un- 
dertook to prove, that the ſubject of his enquiry 
was of infinite conſequence to the progreſs and 
increaſe of natural knowledge : but he found no 
quarter from the vengeful engineer, who now re- 
torted his ironical compliments, with great em- 
phaſis, upon this hot-bed for the generation of 
vermin, and adviſed him to lay the whole proceſs 
before the Royal Society, which would, doubt- 


leſs, preſent him with a medal, and give him a 


place among their memoirs, as a diſtinguiſhed 


promoter of the uſeful arts. If (ſaid he) you 3 


had employed your ſtudies in finding out tome 
effectual method to deſtroy thoſe inle&ts which 
prejudice and annoy mankind, in all probability 


you mult have been contented with the contem- 4 
plation of the good you had done; but this cu- |? 


ricus expedient for multiplying maggots, will 


ſurely entitle you to an honomable rank in the _ 
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fliſt of learned philoſophers.” I don't wonder 
® (replied the naturaliſt) that you ſhould be fo 
much averie to the propagation of infects, be- 
® caule, in all likelihood, you are afraid that they 
ill not leave you a cabbage to cut down with 
the lame miraculous machine.“ * Sir (anſwered 
the mechanic, with great bitterneſs of voice and 
alpect), if the cabhage be as light. headed as ſome 
muck-worm philoſophers, it will not be worth 
cutting down.“ 1 never diſpute upon cabbage 
Z with the ſon of a cucumber,” laid the fly-breeder, 
Z alluding io the pedrgree of his antagoniſt ; who, 
# impatient of the affront, ſtarted up with fury in 
his looks, exclaiming, “ Sdeath! meaning me, 
dir?“ . 

Here the patron, perceiving things drawing to- 
wards a rupture, interpoſed his authority, re— 
buking them for their intemperance, and recom - 
mendling to them amity and concord againſt the 
SGoths and Vandals of the age, who took all 
opportunities of ridiculing and diſcouraging the 
& adherents of knowledge and philoſophy, After 
this exhortation, they had no pretence for carry. 
ing on the difpute, which was dropt in all ap- 
= peirance, tho' the mechanic ſtill retained his 
reſentment; and after breakfaſt, when the com- 
> pany broke up, accoſted his adverſary in the 
» ſtreet, defiring to know how he durſt be ſo in- 
+ ſolent as to make that ſcurrilous reflection upon 
his family, The fly-fancier, thus queſtioned, ac- 
cuſed the mathematician of having been the ag- 
greſſor, in likening his head to a light cabbage ; 
and here the altercation being renewed, the 
engineer proceeded to the illuſtration of his me- 
4 chanics, tilting up his hand like a halance, 
7 thruſting it forward by way of lever, embracing 
the naturaliſt's noſe like a wedge betwixt two of 
his fingers, and turning it round with the mo- 
mentum of a ſcrew or peritrochium, Had they 
7 bcen obliged to decide the diſpute with equal 
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arins, the aſlailant would have had great advan- 
tage over the other, who was very much his in- 
terior in muſcular ftrength ; but the philoſopher 
being Juckily provided with a cane, no ſooner 
diſengaged himſelt from this op probrious appli- 
cation, than he handled his weapon with great 
dexterity about the head and ſlioulders of his 
antagoniſt, who finding this ſhower of blows 
very diſagreeab!e, was fain to betake himſelf to 
his heels for ſhelter, and was purſued by the 
angry victor, who chaſed him from one end «of 
the ſtreet o the other, affording unſpeakable ſa- 
tis action to the mu! Riecke, as well as to our hero KF 
and to his introductor, who were ſpectators of the 
whole ſcene. F 
Thus was our adventurer nl in the ſh— F 
ciety of Velpers, though he did not as yet fully F* 
underſtand the nature of his office, which was 
explained by. the young hy ſician, who chid him 
for his blunt behaviour in the caſe of the med. l; W! 
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and gave him to underſtand, that their patron' s 8 
favour was neither to be gained nor pieſerved by Y 
any man that would pretend to convict him ct 2 
a miflake: he therefore counſelled him to reipcet MF *. 
this toible, and cultivate the old gentleman with I 
all the zeal and veneratiun which a regard to 1 t. 
his own character would permit him to pay.“ 15 
This taſk was the caſier to one of cur young In 
gentleman's pliant diſpoſition, becauſe the vir- # | 
tuoſo's behaviour was abſolutely free from that! 5 i 
inſolent ſelf-conceit, which he could not bear . 
without diſgult : the ſenior was, on the contrary,  !; 
mild and hate ficent; and Pickle was rather f 
pleaſed than ſhocked at his weakneſs, becauſe it ? 
flattered his vanity with the ſuppoſition of his“ 5 
own ſuperior ſenſe. | 
Cautioned in this manner, Peregrine profited “ a 
ſo much by his inſinuating qualifications, that, . 
in a very little time, he was looked upon as one Þ * 


of the chief favourites of the patron, to „hom, 
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Ire dedicated a ſmall occaſional poem; and every 
body believed he would reap the fruits of his at- 


2 We mnt, among the firſt of the old gentleman's 
1 dependants. 


venturcd feven hundred pounds, 


the uncertainty of the 
| maintained for the recovery of his ten thouſand 


tisky 
ther than lay the mifanthrove 


CHAT. 3%). 
pereg rine Snding himſelf negleded by Sir Steady 
Steerw l, exhOHE,ꝭç s 3 Hhimiu a letter; in 
conſequence of hie be 1s forbiil his houſe, 
los H penſton, and incurs the cha ge of laa- 
NAG « 
72 HIS proſpect of ſucceſs, together with his 
exnectitions from the minitter, whom he 


did not neglect, helped.to con:fort him under the 


rorerte of fortune which he had un.iergone, and 
law-ſuit which he ſtill 


pounds, The lawyers, indeed, continued to 
drain his pocket of money, while t. hey filled his 
brain with un{ubſtantial hope; and he was actu— 
ally obliged to borrow money 7 his bookſeller, 
on the ſtrength of the tranflation, in order to fa- 
the demands of t ole 1ayenous harpies, ra- 
und r any difficul- 
ties, or have recourſe to his friend Hatchway, 
who lived. at the garriſon tres ignorant of 
his diſtreſs. This was not at all' alleviated by 
the arrival of the Indiaman, in which he had 
as we have al- 


0 ready obſerved; for he was given to underſtand, 


9 has the 5 er was left dangeroutly ill at 3 


bay when the ſhip failed, a that his chance for 


Z retrieving his money was extreme :ly flender. 


Ja lif2 of tranquillity, though he 


So ſituated, it is not to be 


ſuppoſe; that he led 
made a ſhift to 


ſtreuggle with the remo: aſtrances of misfortune : 
et uch a gnfh of af] ftion would ſometimes ruth 


won his thought, as overwhelmed all the ideas 
ot his hope, and funk him to the very bottom 
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of deſpondence. Every equipage that paſſed him 
in the ſtreet, every perfon ct rank and fortune 
that occurred to his view, recalled the gay images 
of his former life, with ſuch mortifying reflection 
as ſtabbed him to the very foul. He lived therc- 
fore inceſſantly expoſed to all the pangs of envy 
and diſquiet. When 1 ſay envy, I do not mean 


that ſordid paſſion in conſequence of which a 


man repines at his neighbour's ſucceſs, howſoever 
deſerved ; but that ſelf-tormenting indignation 
which is inſpired by the proſperity of folly, igno- 
rance, and vice. Without the intervening gleanis 
of enjoyment, which he felt in the converſation 
of a few friends, he could not have ſupported his 
exiſtence ; or, at leaſt, he muſt have ſuffered ſeme 
violent diſcompoſure of the brain: but one is iti!! 
finding ſome circumſtances of alleviation, even in 
the worſt of conjunctures; and Pickle was fo inge- 
nious in theſe reſearches, that he maintained a 
good battle with diſappointment, till the revoly. 
tion of the term at which he had received his pen- 
ſion of three hundred pounds. 

However, ſeeing the day elapſe, without touch- 
ing his allowance, e eng his ſig nificant 
method of preſenting bimſelf at the miniſter's le- 
ver, when the year was expired he wrote a letter 
to Sir Steady, reminding him of his ſituation and 
promiſe, and giving him to underſtand, that his 
occaſions were ſuch as compelled him to demand 
his falary for the enſuing year, 

In the morning after this letter was conveyed, 
the author went to his honour's houſe, in expe: 
tation of being admitted by particular oider; but 
was miſtzken in his hope, the miniſter not being 
vilible. He then made his appearance at the le- 
vee, in hopes of being cloſetted ; but though he 
tock all cpportunites of watching Sir Steady's 
eves, he cculd not cbtain one glance, and had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing him retire, without being 
farvured with the leaſt notice, Theſe circum- 
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ſtances of wilful negle& were not over and above 


| agrecable to our young hero, who, in the agonies 
of vexation and reſentment, went home, and 


compoſed a moſt acrimonious remonſtrance to his 


| honour ; in conſequence of which he was not only 
7 deprived of all pretenſions to a private audience, 
but expreſsly denied admittance on a public day, 
4 by Sir Steady's own order. 


This prohibition, which annonnced his total 


ruin, filled him with rage, horror, and delpair : 


he infulted the porter who ſignified the miniſter's 


command, threatening to chattiie him upon the 
ipot for his preſumption, and vented the moit 
; virulent imprecations upon his maſter, to the alto. 
| niſhment of thoſe who chanced to enter during 
this conference, Having exhauſted himſelf in 
| theſe vain exclamations, he returned to his lodge 
ings in a molt frantic condition, biting his lips 


{ that the blood ran from his mouth, daſhing 


bis head and fiſts againſt the ſides of his chimney, 
and weeping with the molt bitter expreitons of 


woe, 
Pipes, whoſe perception had been juſt ſufficient 


to let him ſee that there was ſome difference he- 
& tween the preſent and former ſituation of his 
maſter, overhearing his tranſports, eſlayed to en- 
ter his apartment, with a view of adminiftering 
conſolation; and finding the door locked on the 
# ide, defired admittance, proteſting that other- 
wile he would down with the bulk-head in the 
turning of an hand-ſpike. Peregrine ordered him 
to retire, on pain of his diſpleaſure, and ſwore, 


that it he ſhould offer to break open the door, he 


would inſtantly ſh-ot him through the head, — 
Tom, without paying the leaſt regard to this 


injunction, ſet himſelf at work immediately. is 


maſter, exaſperated at his want of reverence and 


7 reſpect, which in his preſent pai oxylm appeared 


with the moſt provoking aggravition, flew into 


his cloſet, and lnatching up one of his piſtols al- 
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| defpair? What ſignifies one or two broken voy- 
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ready loaded, no ſconer ſaw his valet enter the 
apartment, in conſequence of having forced the 
lock, than he preſented full at his face, and drew 
the trigger. Happily the priming flaſhed in the 
pan, without communicating with the charge; 
{o that his furious purpoſe did not take effect up- 
on the countenance of haneſt Pipes, who, dii- 
regardful of the attempt, tho' he knew the con- 
tenis of the piece, aſked, without the Jeatt alte- 
ration of feature, if it mult be fou] weather through 
the whole voyage. | 

Peregrine, mad as he was, repented of his 
milchievous intent againſt ſuch a faithful adhe- 
rent, in the very moment of execution; and had 
it proved fatal according to the deſign, in all 
probability he would have applied aro: her to his 
own head. There are certain conſiderations that 
ſtrike upen the mind with irreſiſtible force, even 
in the midſt of its diſtraction; the momentary 
recollection of ſome particular ſcene, occalioned 
by the features of the devoted victim, hath often 
ſtruck the dagger from the aſſaſſin's hand. By 
ſuch an impulſe was Pipes protected from any 
repeated effort of his maſter's rage; the friendly 
cauſe of his preſent diſobedience flaſhed upon 
the conviction of Peregrine, when he beheld the 
rugged front of his valet, in which allo ſtood 
ditcſoſed his long and faithful fervice, together 
with the recommendation of the deceaſed commo- 
dore. | 

Tho' his wrath was immediately ſuppreſſed, 
and his heart torn with remorſe for what he had 
done, his brows remained ſtill contracted ; and 
darting a moſt ferocious regard at the intruder, 
« Villain! (ſaid he) how dare you treat me with 
ſuch diſreſpect? © Why ſhouldn't I lend a 
and for the preſervation of the ſhip {anſwered the 
unrufled Pipes), when there is more ſail than 
ballait aboard, and the pilot quits the helm in 
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aces, ſo long as our timbers are ſtrong, and our 
yeſfel in good trim? If the loſes upon one tack, 
mayhap ſhe may gain upon t'other : and 1'l] be 
damn'd, if one day or other we don't fetch up our 
lee. way. As for the matter of proviſion, you have 
ſtarted a pretty good ſtock of money into my hold, 
and you are welcome to hoiſt it up again when 
you woo].”” 

Here Tom was interrupted by the arrival of 
Mr. Crabtree, who ſeeing Peregrine with a piſtol 
in his hand, and ſuch wild diſorder in his looks; 
his head, hands, and mouth beſmear'd with blood; 
and moreover, ſmelling the gunpowder whick 
had been burnt, actually believed he had either 
committed, or was bent upon murder, and ac- 
cordingly retreated down ſtairs with infinite 
diſpatch, All his ſpeed could not convey him 
without the reach of Pipes, who overtaking him 
in his paſſage, carried him back into his maſter's 
apartment, obſerving by the way, that this was 
no time to ſheer off, when his conſort ſtood in 
need of his aſſiſtance. | 

There was ſomething fo ruefully ſevere in the 
countenance of Cadwallader, thus compelled, that 
at any other time our hero would have laughed at 
his concern; but at preſent, there was nothing 
riſible in his diſpoſition : he had, however, laid 
aſide his piſtol, and endeavoured, tho' in vain, 


to compoſe his internal diſturbance; for he could 


not utter one ſyllable to the Miſanthrope, but 
ſtood ſtaring at him in ſilence, with a moſt deli- 
rious aſpet. This did not tend to diſpel the 
diſmay of his friend, who, after ſome recollec- 
tion, “ I wonder (ſaid he) that you have never 
killed your man before. Pray how may you have 
diſpoſed of the body?“ Pickle having recovered 
the faculty of ſpeech, ordered his lacquey out 
of the room, and in a moſt incoherent detail, 
made Crabtree acquainted with the perfidious 
conduct of the minilter, 
| H 6 
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The corfidant was very glad to find his fears 
diſappointed ; for he had really concluded, that 
ſome life was loſt. Perceiving the youth too 
much agitated to be treated by him in his uſual 
ſtile, he owned that Sir Steady was a ralcal; en- 
couraged Pickle with the hope of being one day 
able to make repriſals upon him; in the mean 
time offered him money for his immediate occat- 
ons; exhorted him to exert his own qualitications 
in rendering himſelf independent of ſuch mil- 
creants, and finally counſelled him to repreſent his 
wrongs to the nobleman whom he had formerly 
obliged, with a view of intercſting that peer in his 
behalf, or at leaſt of obtaining a e ex- 
planation from the miniſter, that he might tak 
no premature meaſures of revenge, 

Theſe admonitions were ſo much milder and 
more agreeable than our hero expected from the 
Mifanthrope, that they had a very faveurable 
etfect upon his tranſports, which gradually ſub- 
lided, until he became lo tractable as to promile 
that he would conform to his advice; in conle- 
quence of which, he next morning waited upon 
his lordſhip, who received him very politely, as 
uſual, and with great patience heard his com— 
plaint, which, by the bye, he could not repeat 
without ſome haſty ebullitions of paſſionate re- 
ſentment, This peer, after having gently diſap- 
proved of the letter of expoſtulation, which had 


produced ſuch untortunate effects, kindly under- 


took to recommend his caſe to the miniſter, and 
actually performed his promiſe that ſame day, 
when Sir Steady informed him, to his utter aito- 
niſhment, that the poor young gentleman was 
ditordered in his brain, ſo that he could not pol- 
ibly be provided for in a place of importance, 
with any regard to the ſervice; and it could not 
he expected that he (Sir Steady) would ſupport 
his extravagance from his own private purſe : 
that he had, indecd, at the ſolicitation of a no- 
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 PEREO RENE FICEKELE rey 
bleman decealed, made him a preſent of three 
hundred pounds, in conſideration of fome Jots 
that he pretended to have ſuſtained in an elec- 
tion; but, fince that time, had perceived in 
him ſuch indiſputable marks of lunacy, both by 
his diſtracted letters and perſonal behaviour, as 
obliged him to give order, that he ſaould not 
be admitted into the houje. To corroborate this 
aſſertion, the miniſter actually called in the evi- 
dence of his own porter, and one of the gentle— 
men of his houſchold, who had heard the exe- 
crations that eſcaped our youth when he fiſt 
found himſelf excluded. In ſhort, the noble. 
man was convinced, that Peregrine was certain= 
ly and bona fide a as a Maich hare; and, by 
the help of this intimation, began to recullect 
ſome ſymptoms of dittra Rion which appeared in 
his laſt viſit; he remembered a certain incohe- 
rence in his ſpeech, a violence of geſture and 
wildnels of look, that now evidently denoted a 
diſturbed Inden dig and he determined, for 
his own credit and ſecurity, to diſentangle him- 
ſelf from ſuch a dangerous acquaintance, 
With this view, he, in imitation of Sir Steady, 
commanded his gate to be ſhut againſt our ads 
venturer; ſo that when he went to know the 
reſult of his lordſhip's conference with the mi— 
niſter, the door was flung in his face, and the. 
janitor told him through an iron grate, that he 
needed not to give h imfelf the trouble of calling 
again, for his lord deſired to be excuſed from 
ſceing him. He ſpoke not a word in anſwer to 
this declaration, which he immediately imputed 
to the ill offices of the miniſter, againſt whom he 
breathed defiance and jevenge, in his way to the 
lodgings of Cadwallader : who being made ac- 
quainted with the manner of his reception, beg— 
ged he would deſiſt from all ſchemes of ven- 
geance, until he (Crabtree) ſhould be able to 
unriddle the myſtery of the whole, which he did 
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not doubt of unveiling by means of his acquaint- 
ance with a family in which his lordſhip often 
ſpent the evening at whiſt. 

It was not long before he had the defired op- 
portunityz the nobleman heing under no in. 
junctions or obligation to keep the affair ſecret, 
diſcovered the young gentleman's misfortune, by 
way of news, to the firſt company in which he 
happened to bez and Peregrine's name was not fo 
obicure in the faſhionable world, but that his dif. 
order became the general topic of converſation 
for a day; fo that his friend ſoon partook of the 
intelligence, and found means to learn the parti- 
culars of the miniſter's information, as above re- 
Jated, Nay, he was in danger of becoming a pro- 
ſelyte to Sir Steady's opinion, when he recalled 
and compared every circumſtance which he knew 
of Pickle's impatience and impetuoſity, 

Indeed nothing more eaſily gains credit than 
an imputation of madneſs fixed upon any perſon 
whatſoever ;z for when the ſuſpicion of the world 
is rouſed, and its obſervation once ſet at work, 
the wiſeſt, the cooleſt man upon earth will, by 
fome particulars in his behaviour, convict himſelf 
of the charge: every ſingularity in his dreſs and 
manner (and ſuch are obſervable in every perſon) 

that before paſſed unheeded, now rifes up in 
judgment againſt him, with all the exaggeration 
of the obſerver's fancy; and the ſagacious ex- t 
aminer perceives diſtraction in every glance of 0 
the eye, turn of the finger, and motion of the 
head : when he ſpeaks, there is a ſtrange pecu - n 
liarity in his argument and expreſſion ; when he h 
holds his tongue, his imagination teems with h 
ſome extravagant reverie ; his ſobriety of demea- 1 
nor is no other than a lucid interval, and his t. 
paſſion mere delirium. a 

If people of the moſt ſedate and inſipid life and V 
conyerſation are ſubje&t to ſuch criticiſms, na 10 
wonder that they ſhould take place upon a youth n 
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of Peregrine's fiery diſpoſition, which, on ſome 
occalions, would have actually juſtified any re- 
marks of this kind which his greateit enemies 
could make. He was accordingly repreſented as 
one of thoſe enterpriſing bucks, who, after hay. 
ing ſpent their fortunes in riot and exceſs, are 
happily bereft of their underſtanding, and con- 
ſcquently inſenſible of the want and dilzrace 
wiich they have intailed upon themſelves. 
Cadwallader himſelf was ſo much affected with 
the report, that for ſome time he heſitated in his 
deliberations upon our hero, before he could pre- 
vail upon himſelf to communicate to him the in- 
formation he had received, or to treat him in 
other reſpects as a man of ſound intellecks. At 
length, however, he ventured to make Pickle 
acquainted with the particulars he had learned, 
imparting them with juch caution and circumlo- 
cution, as he thought neceſiary to prevent the 
young gentleman from tranſgreſſing all bounds 
of temper and moderation : bur, for once, he was 
agrecabl y deceived in his. pro ognoſtic. Incenſed 
as our hero was at the conduét of the miniſter, 
he could not help laughing at the ridiculous at- 
perſion, which he told his friend he would 
ſoon 1cfute in a manner that mould not be very 
agreeable to his calumniator; obſerving, that it 
was a common practice with the {tate pilot, thus 
to flander thoſe people to whom ne lay under 
obligations which he had no mind to diicharge. 
% True it is (laid Peregrine), he has ſucceeded 
more than vnce in contrivances of this kind, 
having aQually reduced divers people of weak 
heads to ſuch extremity of deſpair, as hath iſſued 
in downright. diſtraction, . whereby he was 11d of 
their importunities, and his judgment confirmed 
at the ſame time: but I have now (thank hea- 
ven) attained to ſuch a pitch of philoſophical re- 
lolution, as will ſupport me againſt all his machi- 
nations; and I will forthwith exhibit the mon- 
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ſer to the public in his true lineaments of craft, 
per fi dy, and ingratitude.”” 

This indecd was the plan with which Mr. 
Pickle had amuſed himſelf during the reſearches 
of Crabtree ; and by this time it to effectually 
flattered his imagination, that he believed he 
ſhould be able to bring his adverſary (in ſpite of 
all his power) to his own terms of {ubmitlton, 
by diſtinguiſhing himſelf in the liſt of thoſe who, 
at that p-riod, wrote againſt the adminiſtration, 
Nor was this ſcheme 1o extravagant as it may 
ſeem to be, had not he overlooked one material 
circumſtance, which Cadwallader himſelf did not 
recolle& when he approved of this project. 

While he thus meditated vengeance, the fame 
of his diſorder, in due courſe of crculation, 
reached the ears of that lady of quality whoſe 


memoirs have appeared in the third volume of 


theſe adventures. The correſyondence with 
which the had honoured our hero had been long 
broke off, for the reaſon already advanced, name- 
Iy, his drea-l of being expoſed to her infatuating 
charms, He had been candid enough to mz ke 
her acquainted with the cauſe of exiling him- 
ſelf from her preſence; and ſhe admitted the 
prudence of ſelf-reſtraint, although ſhe would 
have been very well ſatisfied with the continu. 
ance of his intimacy and converſation, which 
were not at all. beneath the deſire of any lady 
in the kingdom, Notwithſtanding this inter. 
ruption, ſhe ({til] retained a friendſhip and regard 
for his character, and felt all the affliction of a 
humane heart at the news of his misfortunes 
and deplorable diftemper. She had ſeen him 
courted and cultivated in the ſun-ſhine of his pro- 
ſperity ; but ſhe knew from ſad experience, how 
all thoſe inſect followers ſhrink away in the win- 


ter of diſtreſs, Her compaſſion repreſented him 


as a poor unhappy lunatic, deſtitute of all the 
neceſſaries of life, dragging about the ruins of 
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his tellow-creatures. Aching with theſe charita- 
ble conſidcrations, ſhe fund means to learn in 


2 what part cf the town he lodged 3 and laying 


afide all fuperfluous ceremony, went in a hack. 
ney chair this door, which was opened by the 
ever faithful Pipes. | 

Her ladyſhip immediately recollected the fea- 
tures of his truſty follower, whom the could not 
help loving in her heart, for his attachment and 
fidelity, which after ſhe had applauded with a 
molt gracious comment ition, ſhe kindly enquired 
after the ſtate of his maiter's health, and atked it 
he was in a condition to be ſeen. 

Tom, who could not ſuppoſe that the viſit of 


a fine lady would be unacceptable to a youth of 


Peregrine's complexion, made no verbal reply to 
the queſtion ; but beckoning her ladyſhip with 
an arch ſignificance cf feature, at which ſhe could 
yot forbear ſmiling, walked ſoftly up ſtairs; 
and ſhe, in obedience to the ſignal, followed her 
guide into the apartment of our hero, whom ſhe 
tound at a writing table, in the very act ct com. 
pohng an eulogium upon his good friend Sir 
Steady. The nature of his work had animated 
his countenance with an uncomnion degree of 


vivacity; and being dreſted in a neat diſhabille, 


his figure could not have appeared to more ad- 
vantage in the eye of a perſon who deſpiſed the 
tinlel of unnecefſary ornament, She was ex- 
tremely well pleaſed, to ſee her expectations ſo 
agreeably diſappointed ; for, inſtead of the ſqua- 


lid circumſtances and wretched looks attending 


indigence and diſtraction, every thing was de— 
cent and gentee] ; and the patient's aſpect ſuch, 
as betokened internal latisfaftion, Hearing the 


J ruſtling of ſilk in his room, he lifted up his eycs 
Ffrow the paper, and feeing her Jadyſhip, was 
Firuck with aſoniſhment and awe, as at the 


human nature, and exhibiting the ſpeacle of 
blaſted youth, to the ſccin and abhorrence of 
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162 THE ADVENTURES OF 
unexpected apparition of ſome ſupernatural 
being, | 

Before he could recolle& himſelf from his con- 
futon, which called the blobd into his checks, 
ſhe told him, that, on the ſtrength of old ac- 
quaintance, ſhe was come to viſit him, though it 
was a long time ſinee he hu given her good rea- 
ſon to believe he had abſolut tely forgot that there 
was ſuch a perlon as ſhe in being. After havi: ag 
made the muſt warm acknowledgements for this 
unforeſeen honour, he aſſured her I1iyfſhip, that 
the ſubject of her reproach was not his fault, but 
rather his very great misfortune 3 and that if it 
had been in his power to forget her fo caſily as 
ſhe ſeemed to imagine, he ſhould never hae 
given her caule to tax him with want of duty 
and reſpect. 

Still e of his ſituation, ſhe began to con- 
verſe with him on different ſubjects; and he ac- 
quitted himſelf fo well in every particular, that 
jh2 no longer doubted his having been milrepre- 
ſented by the malice of his enemies; and can- 
didly told him the cauſe and intent of her com- 
ing. He was not deficient in expreſſions of grati— 
tude for this inſtance of her generoſity and friend- 
ſhip, which even drew tears from his eyes. As 
to the imputation of madneſs, he explained it 
ſo much to her ladyſhip's fatisfaRion, that ſhe 
evidently perceived he had been barbaroutly dealt 
with, and that the charge was no other than a 
molt villainous aſperſion. 

Notwithſtanding all his endeavours to conceal 
the true ſtate of his finances, it was impoſlible 
for him to give this detail, without dilcloſing 
ſome of the diffigulties under which he laboured : 


an her ladyihip's ſagacity divining the reſt, the 


ot only made him a tender of aſſiſtance, but 
veſenting a bank- note for a conſiderable Yam, 
inſiſted upon his acceptance of it, as a triſling 
mark of her eſteem, and a ſpecimen of what ſhe 
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was inclined to do in his behalt. But this mark 


of her henevolence he would by no means re- 
ceive; aſſuring her, that though his affairs were 


gat preſent a little perplexed, he had never felt 
the leaſt circumſtance of diſtreſs, and begging 
that ſhe would not ſubj2&t him to the burden of 


ſuch an unneceſlary obligation, 
Being obliged to put up with this refuſal, ſhe 


| proteite.i ſhe would never forgive him, ſhould 


ſhe ever hear that he rejected her offer when he 


ſtood in need of her aid; or if, in time to come, 
he ſhould not apply to her friendſhip, if ever he 


mould Bad himſelf incommoded in point of for— 
tune: *© An over-delicacy in this reſpect (taid 
ſhz) I hall look upon as a diſapprobation of my 
(n conduct; becauſe T myſelf have been ob- 
liged to have recuuric to my friends in ſuch 
emergencies.“ 

Theſe generous remonſtrances and ma ks of 
particular ſriendſhip could not fail to make a deep 
unprefiion upon the heart of our hero, which ſtill 
ſmarted from the former impulſe of her charms : 
he not only felt all thoſe tranſports which a man 
of honour and fſeniibilny may be luppoſed to teei 
upon ſuch an occaficn, but the ſentiments of a 
nore tender pation awaking in his breaſt, he 
could not help expreſiing himſelf in terms adapted 


1 
, 


to the emotions of his foui ; and at length plainiy 
told her, that were he diſpoſed to be a beggar, 
he would ask ſomething of infinitely more im— 
portance to his peace, than the charitable afſiit- 
ance ſhe had protferecl. 

Her ladyſnip had too much penetration to 
miitake his meaning; but as ſhe did not chuſe 
to encourage his advances, pretended to inter- 
pret his intimation into a general compliment of 
gallantry, and in a jocole manner deſired he 
would not give her any reaſon to believe his lucid 
interval was paſt, © In faith, my lady (ſaid he), 
I perceive the fit coming on; and 1 don't fee 
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why I may not uſe the priviiege of my diſ- 
temper, ſo far as to declare mylelf one of your 
moſt paſſionate admirers,'* If you do (re- 
plied her ladyſhip), I ſhall not be fool enough to 
believe a madman, unleſs I were aſſured that 
your diforder proceeded from your love: and 
that this was the caſe, I ſuppoſe you will find it 
difficult to prove.“ “ Nay, Madam (cried the 
youth), I have in this drawer what will con- 
vince you of my having been mad on that ſtrain; 
and ſince you doubt my pretenſion, you muti 
give me leave to produce my teſtimonials,” 80 


ſaying, he opened a ſcrutore, and taking out a 
paper, preſented her with the following ſong, 


which he had written in her praiſe immediately 
after he was made acquainted with the particu- 
lars of her ſtory. 


J. 

WHILE with fond rapture and amaze 

On thy tranſcendant charms I gaze, 

My cantious ſoul eſſays in vain 

Her peace and freedom to maintain: 

Yet let that blooming form divine, 
Where grace and har mony combine 

Thoſe eyes, like genial o1bs that move, 

Diſpenſing gladneſs, joy and love, 

In all their pomp aflail my view, 

Intent my boſom to ſubdue z 

My breaſt, by wary maxims, ſtee]l'd, 

Not all thoſe charms ſhall force to yield, 


II, 
But, when invok'd to beauty's N 
I ſee th' enlighten'd ſoul diſplay'd; 
That ſoul ſo "ſenſibly ſedate 
Amid the ſtorms of froward fate! 
Thy genius active, ſtrong and clear, 
Thy wit ſublime tho' not ſevere, 
The ſocial ardour void of art, 
That glows within thy candid heart; 
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a few days at her own houſe. 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
My ſpirits, ſenſe and ſtrength decay, 


1 wn . . 
My reſolution dies away, 
And, every faculty oppreſt, 
Almighty love invades my breaſt | 


Her. ladyſhip having peruſed this production, 
&« Were 1 inclined to be ſuſpicious (ſtid fh), 
] ſhould believe that I had no ſhare in producing 
this compclition, which ſeems to have been in— 
ſpired by a much more amiable object. Hows. 
ever, I wil take your word for your intention, 


and thank you fer the unmeried compliment, 


though I have met with it in ſuch an accidental 
manner, Nevertheleſs, I muſt be ſo free as to 
tell you, it is now high time for you to contract 
that unbounded ſpirit of gallantty, which you 
have indulged ſo long, into a fincere attachment 
for the fair Emilia, who, by all accounts, de- 
ſerves the whole of your attention and regard,” 
His nerves thrilled at mention of that name, 
which he never heard pronounced without agl- 
tation, Rather than undcrgo the conſcquence 
of a converſation upon this ſubjcct, he choſe to 
drop the theme of love altogether, and mduf- 
triouſly introduced ſome other topic of dif- 
courſe, 


£8 & F. XCVE 


He writes againſt the miuiſlar, by auhsſe infliga- 
tion he ts arreſted, ani moves himſelf by Habeas 
Corpus zto the Fleet. | | 


M* lady having prolonged her ſtay beyond 


the period cf a common viſit, and re- 
peated her proteſtations in the moſt frank and 
obliging manner, took her leave of our adven- 
turer, who promiſed to pay his reſpects to her in 
Man while, he 


reſumed his taſk ; and having finithed a moſt ſe— 
vere remonltrance againſt Sir Steady, not only 
with regard to his private ingratitude, but alio 
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10 his mal-adminiſtration of public affairs, he} 
ſentit to the author of a weekly paper who had! 
been long a profeſſed reformer in politics; and it, 
appeared in a very few days, with a note of thef 
publiſher, deſiring the favour of further corre-|| 


pondence with the author. 


The animadverſions contained in this ſmall 
eſſay were ſo ſpirited and judicious, and a greats 
many new lights thrown upon the fubjc& with! 


fuch perſpicuity, as attracted the notice of the 


public in an extraordinary manner, and helped : 
to raiſe the character of the paper in which itÞ 


was inſerted, The miniſter was not the laſt who! 


examined the performance, which, in ſpite off 


all his boaſted temper, provoked him to ſuch a 

degree, that he ſet his emiflaries at work, and 
by dint of corruption procured a fight of the 
manulcript in Peregrine's own hand- - writing, 

which he immediately recognized ; but for fur- 
ther confirmation of his opinion, be compareq it 
with the two letters which he had received from 
our adventurer, Had he known the young gen- 

tleman's talents for declamation were ſo acute, 
perhaps he would never have given him cauſe to 


complain, but employed him in the vindication 


of his own mealures; nay, he might ſtill have 


treated him like ſome other authors whom he had 


brought over from the oppoſition, had not the 


keenneſs of this firſt aflault incenſed him to a de-“ 
fire of revenge. He, therefore, no ſooner made | 


this dilcovery, than he conveyed his directions 
to his dependant the receiver general, who was 
poſſeſſed of Pickle's notes. Next day while our 
author ſtood within a circle of his acquaintance, 
at a certain coffee-houſe, holding forth with great 
eloquence upon the diſeaſes of the ſtate, he was 


accoſted by a bailiff, who entering the room with 
five or ſix followers, told him aloud, that he had 
a writ againſt him for twelve hundred pounds, | 


at the ſuit of Mr, Ravage Gleanum, 
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The whole company were aſtoniſhed at this 
addiets, which did not fail to diicompole the 
defendant himſelf, who (as it were inſtinctively) 
of the in the midſt of his confuſion, ſaluted the cihcer 
orre-P acrols the head with his cane; in conſequence of 
which application he was ſurrounded and dit- 
(mall armed in an inftant by the gang, Who carried 
him eff to the next tavern in the moſt opprobrious 
manner. Nor did one of the ſpectators inter— 


8, he 
) had Þ 
ind it} 


greats 
with] 

t the (BP. : , 

elped with the leaſt tender of advice or aſſiſtance; 
ped Þ 


ch it : ſuch 1s the zeal of a coff.e-houte friendſhip. 


Who! N | 
te of hero, as it was altogether unexpected: for he 


ach a bad utterly forgot the debt for which he was ar- 
and reſted. His preſent indignation was, however, 
the chiefly Kindled againſt the bailiff, who had done 


tine, his office in ſuch a diſreſpectful manner : and the 
S5 — . 898 - 5 yp" 
fur. fuſt uſe he made of his recollection in the houſe 
ed jt te which they conducted him, was to chaſtiſe 
Go. him for the infoletice and indecency of his beha- 
gen- viour. his taſk he performed with his bare 
cute, tilts, every other weapon being previouſly con- 
ſo to lreyed out of his reach; and the delinquent un— 
ation NCerwent his diſcipline with ſurpriſing patience 
have | ny relignation, aſking pardon with great hu- 
had Entity, and proteſting before God, that he had 
- the never willingly and wittingly uſea any gentle 
de- man with ill manners, but had been commanded 
nade to arreſt our adventurer according to the expre!s 
ions direction of the creditor, on pain of forfeiting 
was his place, 
our By this declaration Peregrine was appeaſed, 
nce, and out of a delirium of paſſion waked to all 
rear Ithe horrors of reflection. All the glory of his 
"was Fouth was now eclipted, all the bloſſoms of his 
with Nope were blaſted, and he ſaw himlelf doomed 
had to the mileries of a jail, without the leaſt pro- 
nds, Upeft of enlargement, except in the iſſue of his 


an-tuit, ot which he had, for lome time paſt, 


poſe in his behalf, or viſit him in his confinement. 


This ſtroke was tlie more ſeévere upon OUT. 
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grown leſs and leis confident every day, What 


would become of the unfortunate if the conſti.Þ 
tution of the mind did not permit them tof 


bring one paſſion into the field againſt another He 


paſſions that operate in the human breaſt, likef 
poiſons of a different nature, extinguiſhing eachÞ 


other's effect. Our hero's grief reigned in full 


deſpotiſm, until it was depoſed by revenge; 
during the predo.minancy of which, he conli-F 
dered every thing which had happened as a cir- 
cumſtance conducive to its gratification : ** [It I] 
muſt be priſoner for life (ſaid he to himſelf), if I] 


mult relinquiſh all my gay expectations, let me 


at leaſt have the ſatisfaction of clanking my chains 


ſo as to interrupt the repoſe of my adverſary; 


and let me ſearch in my own breaſt for thatf 


peace and contentment, which I have not been 
able to find in all the ſcenes of my ſucceſs, I» 
being detached from the world, I ſhall be deli— 
vered from folly and ingratitude, as well as ex- 
empted from an expence, which I ſhould have 


found it very difficult, if not impraCticab!e, to 
ſupport; I ſhall have little or no temptation to 
miſpend my time, and more undiſturbed oppor-| 


tunity to carn my ſubſiſtence, and proſecute my 
revenge. After all, a jail is the beſt tub to 
which a cynic philoſopher can rciare.”? 


In conlequence of theſe comfortable reflec-}| 
tions, he ſent a letter to Mr. Crabtres, with an! 
account of his misfortune, ſignifying his reſo- 
lution to move himſelf immediately into the Fleet, 


and deſiring that he would fend him ſome un- 
derſtanding attorney of his acquaintance, w' 0 


would direct him into the ſteps neceſſary to be 
taken for that purpoſe, The Mitanthrope, up- 
cn the receipt of this intimation, went in perton | 


to a lawyer, whom he accompanied to the ſpung- 


ing-houie whither the priſoner had by this time 
retired, Peregrine was, under the auſpices of 


this director, conducted to the judges chamber, 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 169 
where he was left in the cuſtody of a tipſtaff; and 
after having paid for a warrant of Habeas (or pus, 
by him conveyed to the Fleet, and delivered to the 
care of the warden, 

Here he was introduced to the lodge, in which 

| he was obliged to expoſe himſelf a full halt-hour 
to the eyes of all the turnkeys and door-keepers, 

who took an accurate ſurvey of his perton, that 

they might know him again at firſt Gyht 3 and 

then he was turned looſe into the place called the 

Malter's fide, having given a valuable confidera- 

tion for that privilege. This is a large range of 

building, containing ſome hundreds of lodging. 

rooms for the convenience of the priſoners, who 
pay ſo much per week for that accommedation, 
In ſhort, this community is like a city detached 
from all communication with the neighbouring 


parts, regulated by its own jaws, and furniſhed 


with peculiar conveniencies, fur the ule of the 
inhabitants, 
ſort of gentlemen, in which all ſorts of liquors 
are kept, and a public kitchen where any quan. 
tity of meat is fold at a very reaſonable rate, or 
any kind of proviſion boiled and roaſted grazs, 
for the poor priſoners : nay, there are certain 
ſervants of the public, who are obliged to go to 


market, at the pleaſure of 4nVividuals, without 
eflec-} 
th an 
reſo- 


ee or reward from thoſe who'employ them: nor 
are they cooped up, ſo as to be excluded from 
the benefit of "freſh air, there being an open area 
of a conſiderable extent, adjacent to the buiiding, 
on which they may exercile themſelves in waike 
ing, ſkittles, bowls, and variety of other diver— 
ſions, according to the inclination of each. 

Our adventurer being admitted a denizen of 
this community, found himſelf bewildered in the 
micſt of ſtrangers, who, by their appearance, 
dicl not at ail prepcfleſs him in their favour ; and 


after having ſtrolled about the place with his 


friend Cadwallader, he repaired to the coffee- 
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170 


houſe, in order to be further informed of the pe- 2 
culiar cuſtoms which it was neceſſary for him to 


know, 


There, while he endeavoured to pick up in. 
telligence frora the bar-keeper, he was accoſted 


by a perſon in canonicals, who very civilly aſked! 
Being antwered in the, 


if he was a newcomer. 
affirmative, he gave him the ſalutation of wel. 
come to the ſociety, and, with great hoſpitality, 
undertook to initiate him in the conſtitutions 
of the brotherhood. This humane clergyman 


to be that of ſecuring a lodging ; telling him 4 


* 
* 


gave him to underſtand, that his firſt care ought? 


RE eee very 


St 


there was a certain number of apartments in} 
the priſon let at the ſame price, though ſome 


were more commodjous than others; and that“ 


when the better ſort became vacant, by the re-“ 


moval of their poſſeſſors, thoſe who ſucceeded in 


8 


point of ſeniority, had the privilege of occupying 
the empty tenements preferable to the reſt of 


the inhabitants, howſoever reſpectable they might? 


otherwiſe be: that when the jail was very? 
much crouded, there was but one chamber al- 
lotted for two lodgers; but this was not con- 
ſidered as any great hardſhip on the priſoners, 
becauſe, in that caſe, there was always a ſufficient : 


number of males, 


who willingly admitted 
the females to a ſhare in their apartments and“ 


beds: not but the time had been, when this ex- 
pedient would not anſwer the occaſion, becauſe, 
after a couple had been quartered in every room, 
there was a conſiderable reſidue ſtill unprovided 
with lodging; fo that for the time being, the 
laſt comers were obliged to take up their habita- 


tion in Mount Scoundrel, an apartment moſt * 


REY 


miſerably furniſhed, in which they lay promil- y 
cuouſly amidſt filth and vermin, until they could 


be better accommodated in due courle of rota- 
tion. 


Peregrine hearing the deſcription of this place, 
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began to be very impatient about his night's 
lodging; and the parlon perceiving his anxiety, 
conducted him, withont lois of time, to the 
warden, who forthwith put him in pofleſſion of 
a paultry chamber, for which he agreed to pay 
hailf-a-crown a-week, This point being ſettled, 
his director gave him an account of the different 
methods of eating, either tingly, in a meſs, or at 
an ordinary, and adviſed him to chule the laſt, as 
the molt reputable, offering to introduce him next 
day to the beſt company iu the Fleet, who always 
diner together in public. 

Pickle having thanked this gentleman for his 
civilities, and prom-led to be governed by his ad- 
vice, invited him to pals the evening at his apart- 
ment; and, in the mean time, ſhut himſelf up 
with Crabtree, in order to deliberate upon the 
wreck of his affairs. Of all his ample fortune 
nothing now remained but his wardrobe, which 
was not very ſumptuous, about thirty guineas in 
caſh, and the garriſon, which the Miſanthrope 
counſelled him to convert into ready money, for 
his preſent ſubſiſtence. This advice, however, 
he abſolutely rejected, not only on account of 
his having aiready beſtowed it upon Hatchway, 
during the term of his natural life, but allo with 
a view of retaining ſume memorial of the com- 
modore's generolity. He propoſed, therefore, to 
finiſh in this retreat the tranjlation which he had 
undertaken, and carn his future ſubſiſtence by 


labour of the fame kind, He deſired Cadwalla. 


der to take charge of his moveables, and (end to 
him ſuch linen and cloaths as he ſhould have 
occaſion for in his confinement. But, among all 
his difficulties, nothing embarraſſed him ſo much 
as his faithful Pipes, whom he could no Jonger 
entertain in his ſervice, He knew Tom had 
made ſhift to pick up a competency in the courſe 
of his miniſtration ; but that reflection, though 
it ip ſome mea ſure alleviated, could not wholly 


— 
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prevent the mor!!! ication he ſhculd ſuffer in 


parting with an affectionate. adherent, who was 


dy this time become as neceflary to Him as one 


of his own members, and who was ſo accuſtomed 
to live under his command and protection, tirat he 


did not believe the fellow could reconcile himſelf 


to any other way of lite. 


Crabtrec, in order to make him eaſy on that 
ſcore, off-red to adopt him in the room of his 


own valet, whom he would diſmiſs ; thougli he 
obſerved, that Pipes had been quite ſpoile in cur 
hero's ſervice, But Peregrine did not chuſe to 
Jay his friend under that inconvenience, Know. 
ing that tis prefent lacquey underſtood and com- 
plicd with all the ating hue of his humour, 
which Pipes would never be able to ſtudy or re- 
gard ; he therefore determined to ſend him back 


to his ſhip-mate Hatchway, with whom he ha 4 


ſpent the * part of his life. 

Theſe points being adjuſted, the two friends 
adjourned to the cotice houle, with a view of en. 
quiring into the character of the clerg gyman, to 
whoſe bene ficence our adventurer was ſo much in- 
debted, They learned he was a perſon who had 
incurred the diſpleaſure of the biſhop in whoſe 
dioceſe he was ſettled, and, being uncqual in 
power to his antagoniit, had been driven to the 
Fleet, in conſequence of his obſtinate e ee ; 
though he ſtill i und means to enjoy a pretty co: 
fiderable income, by certain irregular pract Toca 
in the way of his function, w! nich income was 
chiefly conſumed in acts of humanity to his fel- 
low-creatures in diſtreſs, 

His enlogium was ſcarce finiſhed, when he en- 


Peregrine, who ordering wine and ſomethin, for 
ſupper to be ri to his apartment, the t1 um- 
virate went thither ; and Cadwallader taking nis 
leave for the night, the two feilow-priſoners ; ale 


ſed the evening very lociably, our hero being en- 
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7 tertained by his new companion with the pri- 


vate hiſtory of the place, forme. particulars of 
witch were extremely e HB We” toll him, 
that the  erfon who attended them at ſupper, 
b wing with the molt abject ſervi. my and wor- 
ſipping them, every time he opened his month, 
with the epithets of ygur Lord#/ip and your yy oubglr, 
had, a few years s before, been actually à captain 
in the guards; who, alter having run his career 
in the great world, had threade i ev ery Ration in 
their community, Fe thut of a buck of the fi: (f 
Wider, who {was gers about the Fleet in a laced 
coat, with a fohtman aud whore, to the degree 
of a tapiter, in ieh he was now happily ſettled, 
If you will take the trouble of going into 
the cook's kitchen (ſaid be), you will perceive 
a beau metamorphoſed into a turn— pit; and 
there are ſome hewers of wood and drawers of 
water in this microcoſhn, who have had foreits 
and fiſh. ponds of their oven : yet notwithſtanding 
inch a wiſcrable reverſe of foriime, they are net- 
ther objects of regard cr compuſſion, becauſe 
their misfortunes are the fruits of the molt vicious 
extravagance, and they are abſolutely inſenſible 
of the miſery which is their lot. Thoſe of 
our fellow. ſufferers who have been reduced by 
undelerved loſſes, or the precipitation of unex— 
perienced youth, never fail to meet with the malt 
brotherly ange provided they behave with 
G2:01um, and a due ſenſe of their unhappy cir- 
cumſtances. Nor are we deſtitute of power. 
chaſtiſe the licentious who refute to comply with 
the regulat! ons of the pi: ice, and difturn the 1EACE 
of the comm unity with riot and diſorder. Jute 
tice is here im} partially adminiſtered by a court 


Of equity, conſiſting of a ſeleck wing: er ef the 


yy 


OR reipe&tadle inhabita nts, WhO pug h all of. 
enters with equal judgment and rejfulution, after 
ney have been fa irly convicted of the crimes laid 

5 their char ge.“ 
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The clergyman having thus explained the“ 
economy of the place, as well as the cauſe of“ 
his own confinement, began to diſcover figns of““ 
curiohty touching our hero's ſituation 3 and 


» 
Pickle, thinking he could do no leſs for the (atil. 


faction of a man who had treated him in ſuch an 


hoſpitable manner, favoured him with a detail of 
the circumſtances which produced his impriſon— 5 


ment; at the ſame time gratifying his reſentment 
againlt the miniſter, which delighted in recapitu— 
lating the injuries he had received, The parſon, 
who had been prepoſſefled in favour of our youth 
at firſt fight, underſtanding what a conſiderable 
part he hed acted on the ſtage of life, felt Lis ve- 
eration increaſe; and, pleaſed with the oppor. 
tunity of introducing a ſtranger of his conte— 
quence to the club, left him to his repoſe, or ra- 


ther to ruminate on an event which he had not as 


yet ſeriouſly conſidered. 


I might here, in imitation of ſome celebrated 


writers, furniſn out a page or two with the re— 
flections he made upon the inſtability cf human 
affairs, the treachery of the world, and the teme- 
rity of youth; and endeavour to decoy the reader 
into a ſmile, by ſome quaint obſervation of my 
own touching the ſagacious moralizer : but, be- 
ſides that I look upon this practice as an imper- 
tinent anticipation of the peruſer's thoughts, I have 
too much matter of importance upon my hands, 
to give the reader the lenſt reaſon to believe that 


I am driven to ſuch paltry ſhifts, in order to eke 


out the volume. Suffice it then to ſay, our ad- 
venturer paſſed a very uncaſy night, not only from 
the thorny ſuggeltions of his mind, but jikewite 
from the anguiſh of his body, which ſuffered from 
the hardneis of his couch, as well as from the 
natural inhabitants thereof, that did not tamely 
ſuffer his intruh on, 

In the morning he was waked by Pipes, who 
brought upon his ſhoulder a portmantcau filled 
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with neceſſaries, according to the directions of 


Cadwallader; and toſſing it down upon the floor, 
regaled himſelf with a quid, without the leaſt 
manifeſtation of concern, After ſome paule, 
« You ſee, Pipes, (ſaid his maſter) to what J 
have brought myſelf.” “ Ey, ey, (ai.ilwered the 
valet) once the veſlel is aſhore, what ſignifies 
talking? We muſt bear a hand to tow her off, 
if we can : if ſhe won't budge for all the anchors 
and capſtans aboard, after we have lightened her, 
by cutting away her niaſts, and leaving our 
guns and cargo overboard, why then, mayhap 4 
briſk gale of wind, a tide, or current fettine: 
from ſhore, may float her again in the blaſt of 
a whiſtle. Here is two hundred and ten guineas 
by the tale, in this here canvaſs bag ; 
this ſcrap of paper—no, avalt—thati's my dif- 
charge from the pariſh for Mol! Trundle—ex, 
here it is—an order fot thirty pounds upon the 
what-d'ye call'-em in the city; and two tickets 
for twenty-five and eightcen, which J lent, d'ye 
ſee, to Sam Studding to huy a cargo of run, 
when he hoiſted the ſign of the Commodore at 
St. Catharine's.“ So ſaying, he fpread lis whole 
ſtock upon the table, for the acceptance of Pe- 
regrine; who, being very much affected with 
this freſh inſtance of his attachment, exprettcd 
his ſatisfaction at ſeeing he had been ſuch a good 
cconomiſt, and paid his wages up to that very 
day. He thanked him for his faithful ſervices, 
and, obſerving that he himſelf was no longer in 
a con:lition to maintain a domeſtic, adviſed 
him to retire to the garriſon, where he wong 
be kindly received by his friend Haickway, to 
whom he would recommend him zu the ſtrongeæ 
terms, 

Pipes looked blank at this unexpetted intima - 
tion, to which he replied, that he waste neithei 
pay nor proviſion, but only to be endes as fn 
tender; and that he world not ſter hs bert 


and upon 
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tor the garriſon, unleis his matter would firſt 
take his lumber aboard, Pickle, however, pe- 
remptorily refuſed to touch a farthing of the | 


monev, which he comman« led him to put 0 : 


and Pipcs was lo mortified at his refulal, that 


twiſting the notes together, he threw them into 
the fire without heſitation, crying, „% Damn tho 
money!” The canvaſs bag, with its contents, vould 
have ſhared the fame fate, had not Peregline 
ſtarted up, and ſnatching the paper from the 
flames, ordered his valet to forbear, on pain of 
being b. miſhed for ever from his fight. He told 
him, that, for the preſent, there was a neceſſity 
for his being diſmiſſed, and he diſcharged him 
110 :cordingly but if he weld go and live quiet. 
ly with the lieutenant, he promiſed, on the firit 
favourable turn of his fortune, to take him again 
mto his ſervice, In the mean time he gave him 
to underſtand, that he neither wanted, nor 
would make any uſe of his money, which he in— 
uſted upon his pocketing immediately, on pain 
of forfeiting all title to his favour. 

Pipes was very much chagrined at theſe injunc- 
tions, to which he made no reply ; but 8 
the money into his bag, ſtalked «ff, in ſilence, 
with a look of grief and morti fication which 
his countenance had never exhibited before. 
Nor was the proud heart of Pickle unmoved up- 
on this occaſion; he could ſcarce ſuppreſs his 
ſorrow in the preſence of Pipes, and as ſoon as he 
was gone it vented itfelf in tears. 

Having no great pleaſure in converſing with 
his own thoughts, he dreſſed himſelf with all con- 
venient diſpatch, being attended by one of the 
occaſional valets of the place, who had formerly 
been a rich mercer in the city; and this operation 
heing performed, he went to breakfaſt at“ the 
coffee-houſe, where he happened to meet with 


his friend the clergyman, and ſeveral perſons of 


gentecl appearance, to wherr the doctor intro- 
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7 duccd him as a new meſs-mate, By theſe gen- 
2 tlemen he was conducted to a place, where they 
'# ſpent the ſorenoon in playing at fives, an exer- 
| ciſe in which our hero took ſingular delight ; 
and about one c'clock a court was held, for the 


trial of two delinquents, who had tranſgreſſed 


the laws of honeſty and good order. 


The firſt who appeared at the bar was an at- 


torney accuſed of having picked a gentleman's 
pocket of his handkerchief ; and the fact being 
proved by inconteſtible evidence, he received 
| lentence 3 in conſequence of which he was im- 
7 mediately carried to the public pump, and ſub- 


jected to a ſevere caſcade of cold water, This 
cauſe being diſcuſſed, they proceeded to the trial 
of the other offender, who was a lieutenant of a 


man of war, indicted for a riot, which he had 


committed in company with a female, not yet 
taken, againſt the laws of the place, and the 
peace of his fellow-priſoners. The culprit had 
been very obſtreperous, and abſolutely refuſed to 
obey the ſummons, with many expreſhons of 
contempt and defiance againſt the authority of 
the court; upon which the conſtables were or- 
dered to bring him to the bar, v © armis;z and 


he was accordingly brought before the judge, 


after having made a moſt deſperate reſiſtance with 
a hanger, hy which one of the officers was dan- 


geroutly wounded, This outrage was ſuch an 


aggravation of his crime, that the court would 
not venture to decide upon it, but remitted him 
to the ſentence of the warden; who, by virtu* 
of his diftatorial power, ordered the rioter to 
loaded with irons, and confined in the ſtr +, 
room, which is a diſmal dungeon, ſituated upon 
the fide of the ditch, infeſted with toads and 
vermin, ſurcharged with noiſome damps, and 
impervious to the leaſt ray of light, 

Juſtice being done vpon theſe criminals, onr 
adyenturer and his company adjourned to th- 
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178 THE ADVENTURES OF 
ordinary, which was kept at the coffee-houſe; I? 
and he found, upon enquiry, that his meſs.-matcs mad 
conſiſted of one officer, two under-writets, thice FF whi 
projectors, an alchymiſt, an attorney, a parion, a f have 
brace of poets, a baronet, and a knight of the bath, com 
The dinner, tho' not ſumptucus, nor very ele. win 
gantly ſerved up, was nevertheleſs ſubſtantial, and Fratt 
pretty well dreſſed ; the wine was tolerable, and nns 
all the gueſts as chearful as if they had been utter ce. 


ſtrangers to calamity ;z. ſo that our adventurer 0 pit 
began to reliſh the company, and mix in the con- me: 
verſation, with that ſprightlineſs and eaſe which ae 
were peculiar to his Gdilpoſition, The repait Ne 


: - . ' . = ... 
being ended, the reckoning paid, and part of the Wii? 
gentlemen withdrawn to cards, or other avo- Wt" 
cations, thoſe who remained, among whom Pere. hen 


grine made one, agreed to ſpend the afternoon in Wet 
converſation over a bowl of punch; ani the li-“ bo! 
quor being produced, they paſſed the time very gan 
ſocially in various topics of diſcourſe, including ass 
many curious anecdotes relating to their own 2} 180 
affairs. No man ſcrupled to own the nature of s. 
the debt for which he was confined, unleſs it his 
happened to be ſome piddling affiir ; but, on the the 
contrary, boaſted of the importance of the ſum, s n 
a circumſtance that implied his having been a per. 2? ſel 


ſon of conſequence in life; and he who had made me 
the moſt remarkable eſcapes frem bailiffs, was F*< 
looked upon as a man of ſuperior genius and ad. RF ©- 
dreſs ! Aut 

Among other extraordinary adventures of this 'l: 
kind, none was more romantic than the laſt t 
Jopementt atchieved by the officer; who told qu 
em he had been arreſted for a debt of two JF" 
Fhi:.dred pounds, at a time when he could not 
command as many pence, and conveyed to the 
bailiff's houſe, in which he continued a whole © cl 
fortnight, moving his lodgings h'gher and higher, 
trom time to time, 'in-proportion to the decay |? 
vi is credit; until, from the parlour, he had 
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made à regular aſcent to the garret. There 
while he ruminated on his next ſtep, which would 


have been to the Marſhalſea, and faw the night 
come on, attended with hunger and cold, the 
wind began to blow, and the tiles of the houſe 
rattled with the ſtorm : his imagination was im- 
1 truck with the idea of eſcaping unper- 
ceived, amidſt the darkneſs and noiſe of the tem- 
by by creg ing out of the window of his apart. 


ment, and m: king his way over-the tops of the 


Ly adjoining houſes. - Glowing with this proſpect, 
be examined the paſtage, which, to his infinite 
mortification, he found grated with iron bars on 
the oniſi-le; but even this difficulty did not divert 


him from his purpoſe. Conſcious of his own 
{1engin, he believed himtelf able to make an 
bole thro? the roof, which ſeemed to be flender 
and crazy ; and on this ſuppoſition, he barrica- 
doed the door with the whole furniture of tne 
rom; the ſett ing himſelf to work with a PO 
ker, he in a few minutes effected a paſſage for 
his hand, FT which he gradually ſtripped off 
the boar'!'s and tiling, ſo as to open a ſally-port 
tor his hols body, thro' which he fairly fet him. 
telf free, groping Ks way towards the next tene. 
ment. Here, howeyer, he met with an unlucky 


accident: his hat being blown off his head, chan 


ceddto fall into the court juſt as one of the bat- 
31's followers was knocking at the door; and 
this myrmiden recognizing it immediately, gave 
the alarm to his chief, who, running up ſtairs to 
the garret, forced open the deor in a twinkling, 


n:twith ſtanding the precautions which the pri— 
toner had taken, and, with his attendant, purſued 
the fugitive thro? his own track, © After this 
chace had continued ſome time (ſaid the officer), 


to the imminent danger f all three, I found my 


1 ſud deny top! oo Ky- ligt t, through 
which I perceiveil feven tay lors fitting at wor k 


i} 
1 upon 3 board, Without the eaſt Heß itation ©: 
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previous notice, I plunged among them with my Ftheſ 
backſide foremoſt. Before they could recolle&| # 
themſelves from the conſternation occaſioned hy! Wal 
ſuch a ſtrange viſit, I told them my ſituation, and exp 
gave them to underſtand that there was no time MF nag 
to be loſt, One of the number, taking the hint, an) 
led me inſtantly down ſtairs, and diſmiſſed me Jn 


4 


at the ſtreet-door; while the bailiff and his fol. as 


lower, arriving at the breach, were deterred Þ vill 
from entering by the brethren of my deliverer, Ibu 
who preſenting their ſhears, like a range ot de 
chevaux de friſe, commanded them to retire, on fix 
pain of immediate death; and the catchpole, ra- Þ we 
ther than riſque his carcaſe, conſented to dit. WM fei 
charge the debt, comforting himſelf with the v: 
hope of making me priſoner again. There, m 
however, he was diſappointed : I kept ſnug, and ce 
laughed at his eſcape-warrant, until I was or- {uv 
dered abrcad with the regiment, when I conveyed th 


myſelf in a hearſe to Graveiend, where I cm- 
barked for Flanders; but, being obliged to come 
over again on the recruiting ſervice, I was nab- 
bed on another {core : and all the ſatisfaction my 
ai captor has been able to obtain, is a wirt of | 
detainer ; which, I believe, will fix me in this 
place, until the parliament, in its great good: 
„eis, ſhall think proper to diſcharge my debts 
by a new act oi inlolvency,” 

Every body owned, that the captain's ſucceſs 
was equal to the hardmeſs of his enterprize, 
which was altogether in the ityle of a ſoldier: but 
ene of the merchants obſerved, that he mult 
have been a bailiff of ſmall experience, who 
would truſt a priſoner of that conſequence in 
ſuch an unguarded place.“ If the captain (faid Þ7 
Lc) had tallen into the hands ot tuch a cunning 
ical as the fellow that arreſted me, he would 
! of have lound it ſuch an ealy matter to eſcape ; 
tor the minner in which 1 was caught, is perhaps | 
ihe moſt extraordinary that ever was practiled in | 
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F thcſe realms, You mult know, gentlemen, I 
lutfered (uch loſſes by infuring veſſels, during the 


war, that ] was obliged to ſtop payment, thu' my 
expectations were ſuch as encouraged me to ma— 
nage one branch of bulineſs, without coming to 
any immediate compolition with my creditors, 
In ſhort, I received conſignments from abroad 


4 as uſual; and that J might not be ſubject to the 


viſits of thoſe catchpcles, I never ſtirred abroad, 
but turning my firſt floor into a warthoule, or- 
dered all my goods to be hoiſted up by a crane 
fixed to the upper ſtory of my houſe. Divers 
were the ſtratagems praçtiſed by thoſe ingenious 
ferrets, with a view of decoying me from the 
walls of my fortification. I received innumerable 
meſſages from people, who wanted to fee me at 
certain taverns upon particular buſineſs : I was 
ſummoned into the country, to fee my own mo- 
ther, who was ſaid to be at the point of death, 
A gentlewoman, one night, was taken in Jabour 
on my thicſhold : at another time, I was dil - 
turbed with the cry of murder in the ſtreet; and 
once I was alarmed by a falſe fire. But, being 
ſtill upon my guard, I baffled all their attempts, 
and thought myſelf quite ſecure from their inven- 
tion, when one of thote blood-nounds, inſpired, 


I believe, by the devil himſelf, contrived a ſnare 


by which I was at laſt entrapped. He made it 
his buſineſs to enquire into the particulars of my 
traffic; and underſtanding that, among other 
things, there were ſeveral cheſts of Florence en- 
tered at the cuſtom-houſe on my behalf, he or- 
dered himſelf to be incloſed in a box of the ſame 
dimenſions, with air-holes in the bottom, for the 
benefit of Sreathings and No, III. marked upon 


the cover; and being conveyed to my door in 


a cart, among other goods, was, in his turn, 
hoiſted up to my warehouſe, where I ſtood with 
a hammer, in order to open the cheſts, that I 
might compare the contents with the invoice, 
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You may gueſs my ſurpiiſe and conſternation, 


rearing up his head, Ike Lazarus trom the grave, 


me fora thouſand pounds. TIntiteed, I aimed the 
hammer at his head, but in the hurry of my 


peat the blow, he ſtarted up with great agility, 

and executed his office in ſight of feveral ig 
dences, whom he had affſembled in the ſtreet for 
that purpoſe; fo that I could not poſſib y diſen— 
tangle myiclt from the toil, without incurring au 
elcape-warrant, from which ] had no protection, 
But, had I known the contents of the chelt, by 
all that's good i ] would have ordered my porter 
to raiſe it up as high as the crane would permit, 
ani! then have cut the rope by accident.” _ 

% That expedient (ſaid the knight with the read 
ribhon) would have diſcon raged him from ſuch 
hazardous attempts for the future, and would 
have heen an example in terrorem of all his bre— 
thren. Tue ftory puts me in mind of a deli— 
verance atchieved by Tom Hackabout, a very 
Ityut honeſt fellow, an o:d acquuntance of mine, 
who had been fo famous for ma'ming bailiffs, 
that ancther gentleman having been ill uſed at a 
ſpuaging-houſe, no ſooner obtained his liver: 25 
chan, with a view of being revenged upon the 
landlord, he, for five millings, bought o one of 
Tom's notes, which fold at a very lar, -edilcyur, , 

and taking gut a writ upon it, put it into the 

hands of the hailiff who had uled himall. The 

catchpole, after a diHige nt jearch, had an oppor- 

tunity of executing the wilt upon the defendant, 

who, without ceremony, broke one of his ums, 

fractured his Kull, and belabourcd him in uch 

a manner, that he lay without ſenſe or motion on 

the ſpot, By ſuch exploits, this hero became 

fo formidable, that no fingle bailiff would under « 

take to alieſt him; ſo that he appeared in all 


when, upon uncovering the box, I ſaw a bailif 


and heard him declare that he hid a writ again | 


confuſion, miſled my "Wat x before I could re. Þ 
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ublic places untouched,, At length, however, 


$i-veral officers of the Marfhalſca court entered 


; 


into a confederacy againſt him; and two of the 


number, attended by three defpernts tollowets, 


ventured to arreſt "EM one day in the Strand, 
rear Hungerford-markét: he found it impolſible 
ta make reſiſtance, becauſe the whole gang ſprung 

upon him at once, ike ſo mas y l and pi— 
nioned his arms to faſt, that he could not was a 
finger, Perceiving bimf lelf fairy overpowered: 


Ihe defircd to be co \nduRed forthwith to jail, and 


was ſtowed in a boat accordingly : by that time 
they had reached the middle of the : 1ver, he found 
means to ovyerlet the worry by accident, and 
every man diſregarding the priloner, conſulted 
his own ſafety. As for Hackavout, to whom 
that element was quite familiar, he mounted 
aſtride pon the keel of the boat, which was up- 
permoſt, and exhorted the bail! fx to ſwim tor 
their lives; proteſting, before God, that they had 
no other chance to be fave ed. 

The watermen were immediately taken up by 
ſome ot their own friends, who, far from yield - 
ing any aſſiſtance to the catch-po les, kept aloof, 
and exulted in their calami rey. 00 ſhort, two of 
the five went to the bottom, and never taw the light 
of God's fun, and the other three, with great 
di iculty „ faved themielves by laying > hold on the 
rud.jer of a dung-barge, to wich they were Cal - 
ried by the ſtream, while Tom, with great delibe- 
ration, ſwam acroſs to the Su: rey more. Alter 
this atchieverient, he was ſo much dreaded by the 
whole fraternity, that they ſhivered at the very 
mention of his name; and this character, which 
tome people would think an advant tage to a man 
in debt, was the greateſt misfortune that could 
poſhbly happen to him; becauſe no tradelman 


would give him credit for the leaſt trifle, on the 


ſoppoßtion that he could not indemmly bhimſelf 


in the ommon courſe of law.“ 
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The parſon did not approve of Mr. Hacka. 
bout's method of eſcaping, which he conſidered 


his fellow-ſubjects: „It is enough (ſaid he) that 
we ejude the laws of our country, without mur— 
dering the officers of juſtice : for my own part, I 
can lay my hand upon my heart, and ſafely ſay, 
that I forgive from my foul the fellow by whom 
I was made a priſoner, although the circumſtances 
of his behaviour were treacherous, wicked, and 
profane, You muſt know, Mr. Pickle, I was 
one day called into my chapel, in order to join a 
couple in the holy bands of matrimony ; and my 
affairs being at that time ſo ſituated, as to lay 
me under apprehenſions of an arreſt, ] cautioully 


made for that purpoſe, before I would venture 
to come within his reach, He was clothed in a 
ſcaman's jacket and trouſers, and had ſuch an 
air of ſimplicity in his countenance, as diveſted 
me of all tuſpicion : I therefore, without further 
ſcruple, truſted mylelf in his preſence, began to 
exerciſe the duty of my function, and had ac- 
tually performed one half of the ceremony, when 
the ſuppoled woman, pulling out a paper from 
her boſom, exclaimed with a malculine voice, 
„Sir, you are my priſoner, I have got a writ 
againſt you for five hundred pounds.” I was 
thunderſtruck at this declaration, not ſo much on 


heaven) I can bear with patience and reſignation, 
as at the impiety of the wretch, firſt, in diſguiſing 
ſuch a worldly aim under the cloak of religion ; 
and ſecondly, in proſtituting the ſervice, when 
there was no occaſion for ſo doing, his deſign 
having previouſly taken effect. Yet I forgive 
him, poor ſoul! becauſe he knew not what he 
did ; and I hope you, Sir Sipple, will exert the 
ſame chriftian virtue towards the man by whom 
you was likewile over- reached. | 


as a very unchriſtian attempt upon the lives of 


ſurveyed the man through a lattice which was 


account of my own misfortune, which (thank 
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« Oh! damn the raſcal, (cried the knight) 
were I his judge, he ſhould be condemned to 
flimes everlaſting. A villain ! to difgrace me 
in {ſuch a manner, before a;mott all the faſhion. 
able company in town.“ Our bero ex! reeling A 
curioſity to know the particut, is of this ac VEN 
ture, the knight gratified his defire by te! 
him, that one evening, while he was Br fans in 
a partie of cards, at a drum in the houfe of a cer. 
tain lady of quality, he was given to underſtand 
by one of the ſervants, that a ſtranger, very rich- 
ly drefled, was Fly arrived in a chair, preceded 
by five footmen with flambeaus, and that he re- 


fuſed to come up {tairs, until he ſhould be intro- 


duced by Sir Sipple, “ Upon this notice (conti— 
nued the knight) I judged it was ſome of my qua- 
lity friends; and having obtained her |]: 10 mip's 
permiſſion to bring him up, went down to the hall, 
and perceived a bel ſon, whom, to the beſt of my 
recollection, I had never ſeen before. However, 
his appearance was fo magnificent, that I could 
not harbour the leaſt fuſpicion cf his true qua- 
lity; and ſeeing me advance, he faluted me with 
a very genteel bow, obſerving, that though he 
had not the honour of my acquaintance, he 
could not diſpenſe with waiting upon me, even 
on that occaſion, in con:cquence of a letter which 
4. had received from a particular friend. So ſay— 

F, he put a paper into my hand, intimating, 


has he had got a writ againſt me for ten thou- 


ſand pounds, and that it would be my intere{t to 
ſubmit without reſiſtance, for he was provided 
with a guard of twenty men, who ſurrounded the 
door in different diſguiſes, determined to ſecure 
me againſt all opp: ſition. Enraged at the ſcoun- 
drel's fineſſe, and truſting to the aſſiſtance of the 
real footmen aſſembled in the hall, © So, you are 
a raſcally bailiff (ſaid I), whohave aſſumed the 
garb of a gentleman, in order to d'fturb her la- 


dyſhip's company, Take this fellow, my lads, 


1 
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ronounced, than I was ſeized, lifted up, placed 
in a chair, and carried off in the twinkling of an 
eye; not but that the (ſervants of the houſe, and 


the bailiff affirming with undaunted effrontery, 
that I was taken up upon an affair of ſtate, and 
ſo many people appearing in his behalf, the coun. 
teſs would not ſuffer the ſuppoſed meſſenger to he 
inſulted ; and he carried me to the county ail, 
withcut further lett or moleſtation,” 


CHAT. YXCVIL 


Pickle ſeems tolerably ævell reconciled to his cage; 
and is by the clergyman entertained avith the 
memoirs of a noted perſonage, evhom he ſees by 
accident in the Fleet. 

» 


r knight had ſcarce finiſhed his narrative, 
when our hero was told, that a gentle- 
man in the coffee- room wanted to ſee him; and 
when he went thither, he found his friend Crab- 
tree, who had tranſacted all his affairs, accord- 
ing to the determination of the preceding day ; 
and now gave him an account of the remarks 
he had overheard on the ſubje&t of his mis- 
fortune: for the manner of the arreſt was ſo 
public and extraordinary, that thoſe who were 
preſent, immediately propagated it among their 
acquaintance, and it was that ſame evening dil- 
courled upon at ſeveral tea and card-tables, wich 
this variation from the truth, that the debt a- 
mounted to twelve thouſand, inſtead of twelve 
hundred pounds ; from which circumſtance it was 
conjectured, that Peregrine was a bite from the 
beginning, who had found credit on account of 
his effrontery and appearance, and impoſed him- 


and roll him in the kennel : here are ten guineas }' 
fur your trouble.” Theſe words were no ſooner Þ| 


ſome other footmen, made a motion towards my 1 
reſcue, and alarmed all the company above : but 
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ſelf upon the town as a young gentleman of for- 
tune. They rejoiced, therefore, at his calamity, 
which they conſidered as a juſt puniſhment for 
his fraud and preſumption, and began to re- 
view certain particulars of his conduct, that 
plainly demonſtrated him to be a rank adventurer, 
long before he had arrived at the cnd of his 
career, | 

Pickle, who now believed his glory was ſet 
for ever, received this intelligence with that dif- 
dain which enables a man to detach himſelf ef- 
fectually trom the world, and, with great tran» 
quillity, gave the Miſanthrope an entertaining 
detail of what he had ſeen and heard fince their 
laſt parting, While they amuſed themſelves in 
this manner over a diſh of coffee, they were 
joined by the parſon, who congratulated our hero 
upon his bearing miſchance with ſuch philoto- 
phic quiet, and began to regale the two friends 
with tome curious circumſtances relating to the 
private hiſtory of the {ſeveral priſoners, as they 
happened to come in. | 
At length a gentleman entered; at fight of 
whom the clergyman roſe up, and faluted him 
with a moſt reverential bow ; which was gra- 
ciouſly returned by the ſtranger, who, with a 
young man that attended him, retired ta the other 
end of the room, They were no ſooner out of 
hearing, than the communicative prieſt defired 
his company to take particular notice of this per- 
ſon to whom he had paid his reſpects: * That 
man (ſaid he) is this day one of the moſt flagrant 
inſtances of neglected virtue which the world 
can produce, Over and above a coo!, diſcerning 
head, fraught with uncommon learning and ex- 
perience, he is poſſeſſed of ſuch fortitude and re- 
ſolution, as no difficulties can diſcourage, and 
no danger impair ; and ſo indetatigable in his hu- 
manity, that even now, while he is ſurrounded 
with ſuch embarrailments as would diſtract the 
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brain of any ordinary mortal, he has added con. 
Iricrably to his incumbrances, by taking under 
his p. otection that vaung gentleman, K ha, in- 
duced by his character, appen! led to his bere- 
volence for redretis of the grievances under which 
he labeows from the villany ct his guardian.” 


'Peregrine's curichty being excited by this «in. 


comium, he aſked the name of this generous pa. 
tion; of which when be was informed, „“ 1 am 
no ſtianger (fail he) to the fame of that gentle. 
man, - vw ho has made a conſiderable noiſe. in the 
world, on account cf that great cauſe he under- 
took in defence of an unhappy orphan ; and ſmce 
he is a fperſon of ſuch an amiable diſpoſition, I 
2m heart:]v ſorry to. find that bis endeavours have 
pot met with that ſucceſsful ifue which their 
good fortune in the beginning ſeemed to pro- 
miſe, Indeed, the cireumſtance of his eſpouſing 
that cauſe was ſo uncommon and romantic, and 
the depravity of the human heart fo univerſal, 
that ſome people unacquainted with his-real cha- 

racter imagined his views were altogether jelfiſh ; 
aw ſome were not wanting, Who affirmed be 
was a mere adventurer. - Nevertheleſs, I mult 


do him the juſtice to own, I have heard ſome of 


the moſt virulent of thoſe who were concerned 
on the other ſide of the queſtion, bear tetiimony 
in bis favour, obſerving, that be Was deceived in- 
to the expence of the whole, by the planſible 
ſtory which at firſt engaged his compaſſion. Your 
deſcription of his character confirms me in the 
ſame opinion; though I 2m quite ignorant of the 
affair; the particulars of wkich I ſhould be glad 
to learn, as well as a genuine account of” his 
cwn life, agg circumſtances of which are ty 
his enemies, I believe, egregiouſly miſrepre- 
lented.“ 

“ Sir (anſwered the prieſt), that is a piece of 


ſatisfaction which 1 am glad to fir d myſeh ca- 


pable of giving you: I haye had the pleature of 
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FE RE 
being acquainted wrh Mr. M-—— from his 
youth, and every thing which F mall relate con- 
cerning him, you may depend upon as a fat 
which hath fallen under my own cognizance, 
or been vouched upon the credit of undoubted 
evidence, | 

% Mr. M—'s father was a miniſter of the eſta- 
bliſhed church of Scotland, deſcended from a 
very ancient clan, and his matlier nearly related 
to a noble family in the northern part of that 
kingdom. While the fon was bearded at a pub- 


lic {choul, where he made good progreis in the 


Latin tongue, his father died, and he was left an 


orphan, to the care of an uncle, who, finding 
him determined againſt any fervite em} ploymeat, 
kept him at ſchoot that he might prepare himſelf 
for the univ=e: ti! 15 with a view ct being quali- 
fied for bis father's protetlion. | 

„ Here his imagination was fo heated by the war- 
like atchievements he found recorded in the La— 
tin authors, ſuchas Ceſar, Curtius and Buchanan, 
that he was ſeized with an irreſiſtihle thiſt of 
military gloty, and Gere of trying his fortune 
in the army, His maje ity" 8 troops taking the 
field, in conſequence of the rebellion which hap- 
pened in the year ſeventecn hundred and fit. 
teen, this young adventurer, thinking no life 
equa] to that of a ſoldier, found means to fur- 
nin himfelf with a ful and hayonet, and 
leaving the ſchool, 1 to the camp near 
Stirling, with a view of ſigniiizing himſelf in 
the fleid, though he was at that time but just 
turned of thirteen, Lic Ditered his $ ſervice (0 le- 
veral officers, in hope c. being in! Unten in then 
comps ; but they would. not receive him, be- 
cauſe they lighily concluded that po was fume 
ſe 5 broke lodte, withowr thi : Kon ow ledge or 
conſent of his relations. MNotwithitagding this 
diicouragement he continued ine camp, curioully 
pryivg into every part of the ſervice; and ſuch 
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ſuch a tender age, that after his ſmall finances 


were exhauſted, he perſiſted in his deſign; and | 


becauſe he would not make his wants known, | 1 


long 


aftfa 


actually ſubſiſted for ſeveral days on hips, haus 


and ſloes, and other ſpontaneous fruits which} 


he gathered in the woods and fields, Mean while, 
he never failed to be preſent, when any regi- 
ment, or corps of men, were drawn out to be 
exerciſed, and reviewed, and accompan:ed them 
in all their evolutions, which he had learned to 
great perfection, by obſerving the companies 
which were quartered in the place where he was 
at ſchool. This eagerneſs and perſeverance at- 
trated the notice of many officers, who, after 
having commended his ſpirit and zeal, preſſed 
him to return to his parents, and even threatened 
to expel him from the camp, if he would not 
comply with their advice. 

© 'Theſe remonſtrances having no other effact 
than that of warning bim to avoid his monitors, 
they thought proper to alter their behaviour to- 
wards him, tock him into their protection, and 
even into their mels ; and, what above all other 
marks of favour pleaſed the young ſoldier moſt, 
permitted him to incorporate in the battalion, and 
take his turn of duty with the other men, In this 
happy fituation he was diſcovered by a relation of 
his mother, who was a captain in the army, and 
who uſed all his authority and influence in per- 
ſuading NI to return to ſchool; but finding him 
deaf to his admonitions and threats, he took him 
under his own care, and when the army marched 
to Dumblane, left him at Stirling, with exprels 
injunction to keep himſelf within the walls. 

© He temporiſed with his kinſinan, fearing that, 
ſhould he ſeem re fractory, the captain would 
have ordered him to be ſhut up in the caſtle. 
Ir flamed with the deſire of ſeeing a battle, his 
relation no ſooner marched off the ground, 


; : 3 than 
was the reſolution conſpicuous in him, even at | 
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ceec 
ſelf, 
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than he mixed in with another regiment, to 
7 which his former patrons belonged, and pro- 


lantry in helping to retrieve a pair of colours be- 
7 longing to Men's regiment ; ſo that after the 


7 affair, he was preſented to the duke of Argyle, 7H 
and recommended ſtrongly to brigadier Grant, * 
who invited him into his regiment, and promiſed * 
to provide for him with the fiift opportunity: l 
But that gentleman in a little time loft his com- F 
mand upon the duke's diſgrace, and the regiment 5 
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ceeded to the field, where he diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf, even at that early time of life, by his gal- 
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was ordered for Ireland, being given to colonel 
Naſſau, whoſe favour the young volunteer ac- 

| quired to ſuch a degree, that he was recommend- 
ed to the king for an enſigney, which in all pro- 
bability he would have obtained, had not the re- 
giment been unluckily reduced, 

In conſequence of this reduction, which hap- 
pened in the moſt ſevere ſeaſon of the year, he 
was obliged to return to his own country, thro? 
infinite hardſhips to which he was expoſed from 

the narrownels of his circumſtances : and con- 
tinuing ſtil] enamoured of a military life, he en- 
tered into the regiment of Scotch Greys, at that 
time commanded by the late Sir James Campbell, 
who being acquainted with his family and charac- 
| ter, encouraged him with the promiſe of ſpeedy 
preferment. In this corps he remained three 
years, during which he had no opportunity of ſee- 
ing actual ſervice, except at the affair of Glen- 
ſhiel ; and this life of inſipid quiet muſt have 
hung heavy upon a youth of M—'s active diſ- 
poſition, had not he found exerciſe for the mind 
in reading books of amuſement, hiſtory, voyages, 
and geography, together with thoſe that treated 
of the art of war ancient and modern, for which 
he contracted ſuch an eager appetite, that he 
uſed to fpend ſixteen hours a day in this employ- 
ment. About that time he became acquaint- 
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ed with a gentleman of learning and taſte, who 


ohſerving his indefatigable application, als 


' inſatiable thirſt after knowledoe, took upon 


deſire of ſecing foreign countries, and actually 


himſelf the charge of ſuperintending his ſt pes 
and by the direction of ſuch an able guide, th 


young ſoldier converted his attention to a moe 
ſolid and profitable courfe of reading. So in— 


ordinate was his defire of making ſpecdy advan. 


ces in the paths of learning, that within the com- 
paſs of three months, he diligently peruted the 
writings of Locke and M: branche, and made 


himſelf maſter of the firſt fix, and of the 


eleventh and twelfth books of Euchd's Elemenis, 
He conſidered Puffendorf and Grotius with un- 
common care, acquired a tolerable degree of 
knowledge in the French language, and his 1n.4- 
gination was ſo captivated with the deſire of 
learning, that ſeeing no proſpect of a war, or 
views of being provided for in the ſervice, he 
quitted the army, and went through a regular 
courle of univerbty education, Having made 
ſuch progreſs in his ſtudies, he reſolved to quality 
himſelf for the church, and acquired ſuch a ſtock 

of ichool divinity under the inſtructions of a learu— 
ed profeſſor at Edinburgh, that he more than 
once mounted the roſtrum in the public hall, 
and held forth with uncommon applauſe : but 
being diſcouraged from a proiecution of his plan, 
by the unreaſonable auſterity of fome of the 
Scotch clergy, by whom the moſt indifferent 
and innocent words and actions were often miſ- 
conſtrued into levity and railconduct, he re- 

ſolved to embrace the firſt favourable opportu- 
nity of going abroa ad, being inflamed with the 


ſ2t out for Holland, where for the ſpace of two 
years he Rudied the Roman law, with the Jaw 
of nature and nations, under the famous profeſ- 


ſors Tolicu and Bar bey rac. 


n 


n wy 


1 


RT ee 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


193 


ſet out for Paris, with a vicw to make himſelf 
perfect in the French language, and learn ſuch 
uſeful exerciſes, as might be acquired with the 
wretched remnant of his ſlender eſtate, which 
was by that time reduced very low. In ht = 


: journey through the Netherlands, he went to Na- 
mur, and paid his reſpects to biſhop Strickland 


and general Collier, by whom he was received 
with great civility in conſequence of letters of 
recommendation, with which he was provided 
from the Hague, and the old general aſſured him 
of his protection and intereſt for a pair of colours, 
if he was diſpoſed to enter into the Dutch 
ſervice. ; 

Tho' he wes by that time pretty well cured 
of his military Quixotiſm, he would not to- 
tally decline the generous proffer, for which he 
thanked him in the moſt grateful terms, telling 
the general that he would pay his duty to him on 
his return from France, and then, if he could 
determine upon re-engaging in the army, fhould 
think himſelf highly honoured in being under 
his command. | 

Aſter a ſtay of two months in Flanders, he 


' proceeded to Paris, and far from taking up his 


habitation in the ſuburbs of St. Germain, ac- 


; cording to the cuſtom of Engliſh travellers, he 
| hired a private lodging on the other fide of the 
river, and aſlociated chiefly with French officers, 
who (their youthful ſallies being over) are allow- 
ed to be the politeſt gentlemen of that kingdom. 


In this ſcheme he found his account ſo much, 
that he could not but wonder at the folly of his 
countrymen, who loſe the main ſcope of their 
going abroad, by ſpending their time and for- 
tune idly with one another. 

During his reſidence in Holland he had made 
himſelf acquaintedwith the beſt authors in the 
French Language, ſo that he was able to ſhare in 
their converſation ; a circumſtance from which ke 

Vor. III. ä > 


Having thus finiſhed his ſchool education, he 
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found great benefit; for it not only improved 
him in his knowledge of that tongue, but ally Þ 
rended to the enlargement of his acquaintance, in 
the courſe of which, he contracted intimacies in] 
zome families of good fathion, eſpecially thoſe of] 
the long robe, which would have enabled him to“ 
paſs his time very agreeably, had he been a little 
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caſier in point of fortune: but his finances, not- + 
withſtanding the moſt rigid economy, being in 
a few months reduced to a very low ebb, the 1 
proſpect of indigence threw a damp upon all his! 
pleaſures, tho' he never ſuffered himſelf to be! s 
rhereby in any degree diſpirited; being in that Þ : 
reſpect of ſo happy a diſpoſition, that conſcious Þ 
poverty or abundance made very flight impreſhons Þ i 
upon his mind. 11 
This conſumption of his caſh, however, in- t 
volved him in fome perplexity ; and he delibe- Þ \ 
rated with himſelf, whether he ſhould return toÞ 1 
general Collier, or repair to London, where he 
might poſſibly fall into ſome buſineſs not unbe- 
coming a gentleman ; tho' he was very much u 
mortified to find himſelf incapable of gratifying e 
an inordinate defire which poſſeſſed him of mak- f a 
- ing the grand tour, or at leaſt, of viſiting the W n 
ſouthern paits of France. Et 
While he thus heſitated between different ſug-M t 
geſtions, he was one morning viſited by a gen- þ 
tleman who had ſought and cultivated his friend- b 
ſhip, and for whom he had done a good office, in I: 
ſupporting him with ſpirit, againſt a brutal Ger- I * 
man, with whom he had an affair of honour. “ o 
This gentleman came to propoſe a party for aß, h 
fortnight, to Fontainbleau, where the court then ti 


was; and the propoſal being declined by . 
with more than uſual ſtiffneſs, his friend was fi 
very utgent to know the reaſon of his refuſal, and p 
at length, with ſome confuſion, ſaid, “ perhap t! 
our finances are low.“ M replied, that v 
e had wherewithal to defray the expence of bis b 
journey to London, where he could be ſurnithcdF ti 
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with a freſh ſupply ; and this anſwer was no ſooner 
made, than the other taking him by the hand, 
« My dear friend (ſaid he), I am not unacquaint- 
ed.with your affairs, and would have offered you 


my credit long ago, if I had thought it would be 


acceptable ; even now, I do not pretend to give 
you money, but deſire and infilt upon it, that 
you will accept of the Joan of theſe two pieces of 
paper, to be repayed when you marry a woman 
with a fortune of twenty thouſand pounds, or 
obtain an employment of a thouſand a year.” 
So ſaying he preſented him with two actions of 
above two thouſand livres each. 

M — was aſtoniſhed at this unexpected 
inſtance of generoſity in a ſtranger, and with 
ſuitable acknowledgment, peremptorily refuſed 
to incur ſuch an obligation; but at length, he 
was, by dint of importunity, and warm expoſtu— 
lation, prevailed upon to accept one of theactions, 
on condition that the gentleman would take his 
note for the ſum ; and this he abſolutcly rejected 
until M promiſed to draw upon him for 
double the value or more, 1n caſe he ſhould at 
any time want a farther ſupply. This uncom- 
mou act of friendſhip and generoſity, M af- 
terwards had an opportunity to repay tenfold, 
tho' he could nor help regretting the occaſion, on 
his friend's account. That worthy man having, 
by placing too much confidence in a villainous 
lawyer, and a chain of other misfortunes, invol- 


Zer- ved himſelf and his amiable lady in a labyrinth 
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of diflicultics, which threatened the total ruin of 
his family; M felt the inexpreſſible ſat is fac- 
tion of delivering his benefactor from the fnare. 
Being thus reinforced by the generoſity of his 
fiiend, M reſolved to execute his former 
plan of ſeeing the ſouth of France, together with 
the ſea-ports of Spain as far as Cadiz, fron 
whence he propoſed to take a paſſage for London 
by ſea, and with this view, ſent forwards his 
trunks by the Diligence to Lyons, determined to 
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ride poſt, in order to enjoy a better view of the 
country, and for the conveniency of ſtopping at 
thoſe places where there was any thing remark- 
able to be ſeen or enquired into. While he was 
employed in taking leave of his Pariſian friends, 
who furniſhed him with abundant recommenda— 
tion, a gentleman of his own country, who ſpoke 
little or no French, hearing of his intention, 
begged the favour of accompanying him in his 
expedition. 

With this new companion, therefore, he ſet 
out for Lyons, where he was perfectly well 
received by the intendant and ſome of the 
beſt families of the place, in conſequence of 
his letters of recommendation ; and after a ſhort 
ſtay in that city, proceeded down the Rhone, 
to Avignon, in what is called the coche dear; 
then viſiting the principal towns of Dauphiné, 
Languedoc and Provence, he returned to the 
delightful city of Marſcilles, where he and his 
fellow-traveler were ſo much captivated by the 
ſerenity of the air, the good nature and hoſpi- 
tality of the ſprightly inhabitants, that they never 
dreamed of changing their quarters, during the 
whole winter and part of the ſpring : here he 
acquired the acquaintance of the marquis D' Ar- 
gens, attorney-general in the parliament of Aix, 
and of his eldeſt ſon, who now makes ſo great 
a figure in the literary world; and when the affair 
of father Girard and madamoiſelle Cadiere began 
to make a noiſe, he accompanied theſe two gentle- 
men to Toulon, where the marquis was ordered 
to take recognition of the facts, 


On his return to Marſcilles, he found a 


certain noble lord of great fortune under the 
direction of a Swiſs governor, who had ac- 
commodated him with two of his own relations, 
of the ſame country, by way of companions, 


together with five ſervants in his train. They ? 


* 


being abſolute ſtrangers in the place, M-—— | 8 


introduced them to the intendaut, and ſeveral 
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other good families; and had the good fortune to 
be ſo agreeable to his lordſhip, that he propoſed 
and even preſſed him to live with him in England, 
as a friend and companion; and to take upon him 
the ſuperintendence of his affairs, in which caſe he 
would ſettle upon him four hundred a year for life. 

This propoſal was too advantageous to be 
lighted by a perſon of no fortune, or fixed eſta- 
bliſhment: he therefore made no difficulty of 
cloſing with it: but as his lordſhip's departure 
was fixed to a ſhort day, and he urged him to 
accompany him to Paris, and from thence to 
England, M thought it would be nsproper 
and indecent to interfere with the office of his 
governor, who might take umbrage at his favour, 
and therefore excuſed himſelf from a compliance 
with his lordſhip's requeſt, until his minority 
ſhould be expired, as he was within a few months 
of being of age. However, he repeated his im- 
portunities ſo carneſtly, and the govenor joined 
in the requeſt, with ſuch appearance of cordiality, 
that he was prevailed upon to comply with their 


joint deſire; and in a few days ſet out with 


them for Paris, by the way of Lyons. But be- 
fore they had been three days in the city, M—— 
perceived a total change in the behaviour of the 
Swiſs and his two relations, who, in all probabi- 
lity, became jealous of his influence with his 
lordihip ; and he no ſooner made this diſcovery, 
than he reſolved to withdraw himſelf from ſuch a. 
diſagreeable participation of that young nobles 
man's favour. He therefore, in ſpight of all his 
lordihip's intreaties and remonſtrances, quitted 
him for the preſent ; alledgins, as a pretext, that 
he had a longing deſire to ſee Switzerland and the 
banks of the Rhine, and promiſing to meet him 
again in England. 

This his intention being made known to the 
governor and his friends, their countenances im— 
mediately cleared up, their conrtely and com- 
plaiſance returned, and they even furniſhed him 


KE 3 


= A... EI AE 


SO das” (Pen 


198 THE ADVENTURES OP 


with letters for Geneva, Lauſanne, Bern, and 
Soleures ; in conſequence of which, he met wit! 
unuſual civilitics at theſe places. Having made 
this tour with his Scotch friend (who came up 
to him before he leſt Lyons), and viſited the moſt 


conſiderable towns on both ſides of the Rhine, | 


and the courts of the Electors Palatine, Mentz, 
and Cologn, he arrived ia Holland ; and from 
thence thro' the Necherlands, repaired to Lon- 
don, where he found my lord juſt returned from 
Paris. 

His lordſhip received him with expreſſions of 
uncommon joy, would not ſuffer him to ſtir from 
him for ſeveral days, and introduced him to his 
relations. | 

M— accompanied his lordſhip from London 
to his country feat, where he was indeed treated 
with geeat friendſhip and confidence, and con- 
ſulted in every thing; but the noble peer never 
once made mention of the annuity which he had 
promiſed to ſettle upon him; nor did M— re- 
mind him of it, becauſe he conceived it was his 
affair to fulfil his engagements of his own ac- 
cord. M— being tired of the manner of Jiv- 
ing at this place, made an excurfion to Bath, 
where he ſtaid about a fortnight, to pertake of 
the diverſtons;; and, upon his return, found his 
Jordſhip making diſpoſitions for another journey 
to Paris. 

Surprifed at this ſudden reſolution, he endea- 
voured-to-diſſuade him from it: but his remon- 
ftrances were rendered ineffectual by the inſinua- 


tions of a foreigner who had come over with him, 


and filled his imagination with exttavagant no- 
tions of pleaſure, infinitely ſuperior to any which 


he could enjoy while he was in the trammels, and 


under the reſtraints of a governor.r He there- 
fore turned a deaf ear to all M—'s arguments, 
and intreated him to accompany him in the 
journey; but this gentleman, foreſecing that a 
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and eaſy to be miſled, would, in all probability, 
ſquander away great ſums of money, in a way 
that would neither do credit to himſelf, or to 
thoſe who were concerned with him, reliſted all 
his ſolicitations, on pretence of having butineſs 
of conſequence at London; and afterwards had 
reaſon to be extremely well pleaſed with his own 
conduct in this particular. 

Before he ſet out on this expedition, M, in 
juſtice to himſelf, reminded him of the propoſal 
which he had made to him at Marſeilles, de- 
firing to know if he had altered his deſign in 
that particular; in which caſe he would turn his 
thoughts ſome other way; as he would not in 
the leaſt be thought to intrude or pin himſelf up- 
on any man. My lord proteſted in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, that he ſtill continued in his 
former reſolution; and again beſeeching him to 
bear him company into France, promiſed that 
every thing ſhould be ſettled to his ſatisfaction, 


upon their return to England. M-, however, 


ſtill perſiſted in his refuſal, for the above- men- 
tioned reaſons, and though he never heard more 
of the annuity, he nevertheleſs continued to 
ſerve his lordſhip with his advice and good offices 
ever after; particularly in directing his choice to 
an alliance with a lady of eminent virtue, the 
daughter of a noble lord, more conſpicuous for 
his ſhining parts than the ſplendor of his titles, 
(a circumſtance upon which he always reflected 
with particular ſatisfaction, as well on ac- 
count of the extraordinary merit of the lady, as 
becauſe it veſted in her children a conſiderable 
part of that preat eſtate, which, of right, be- 
loaged to her grandmother) and afterwards put 
him in a way to retrieve his eſtate from a heavy 
load of debt he had contracted. When my lord 
ſet out on his Paris expedition, the money M— 
had received from his generous friend at Paris 
was almoſt reduced to the laſt guinea. He had 
not yet reaped the leaſt benefit from his engage- 
| Ix 4 
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ments with his lordſhip; and diidaining to aſk 
for a ſupply trom him, he knew not how to ſub- 
Hit, with any degree of credit, till bis return. 

This uncomfortable proſpect was the more 
difagreeable to him, as, at that time of life, he 
was much inclined to appear in the gay world, 
had contracted a taſte for plays, operas, and 
ot Her public diverſions, and acquired an acquairæ- 
ance with many people of good faſhion, which 
could not be maintained without a contiderable 
expence. In this emergency, he thouglit he 
could not employ his idle time more profitably 
than in tranſlating, from foreign languages, ſuch 
books as were then chiefly in vogue; and upon 
application to a friend, who was a man of letters, 
he was furniſhed with as much buüneſs of that 
kind as he could poilibly manage, and wrote ſome 
pamphlets on the reigning controverſies of that 
time, that had the good fortune to pleaſe. He 
was alſo concerned in a monthly journal of lite- 
rature, and the work was carried on by the two 
iriends jointly, tho' M— did not at all appear 
in the partnerſhip. Ey theſe means be not only 
thent his mornings in uſeful exerciſe, but ſup- 
plied himſelf with money for what the French 
call the menus plaiſirs, during the whole ſummer. 
He frequented all the aſſemblies in and about 
London, and confiderably enlarged his acquaint- 
ance among the fair ſex. 

He had, upon his firſt arrival in England, be- 
come acquainted with a lady at an afembly not 
tar from London: and tho' at that time, he had 
no thoughts of extending his views farther than 
the uſual gallantry of the place, he met with ſuch 
diſtinguiſhing marks of her regard in the ſequel, 
and was ſo particularly encouraged by the advice 
of another lady, with whom he had becu mitt - 
mate in France, and who was now of tert 
parties, that he coutd not help entertaining hopes 
at making an impreſſion upon the he2:it of i145 
Srecable partner, wao was a young lady of an 
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ale an ample fortune and great expectations. He, 
ib- therefore, cultivated her good graces with all the 
aſſiduity and addreſs of which he was maſter ; 1 
bre and ſucceeded ſo well in his endeavours, that + 
he after a due courſe of attendance, aud the death 
d, [of an aunt, by which ſhe received an acceſhon 
nd of fortune, to the amount of three. and twenty 
*. &* thouſand pounds, he ventured to declare his pai- 
ſion, and ſhe not only heard him with patience 
and approbation, but alſo replied in terms ade- 
he quate to his warmeſt wiſh. | 
ly |; Finding himſelf ſo favourably received, he 
ch preſled her to ſecure his happineſs by marriage; 
n | © but, to this propoſal ſhe objected the recency of 
8 i her kinſwoman's death, which would have ren- 
at dered ſuch a ſtep highly indecent, and the diſ- 


ic | pleaſure of her other relations, from whom ſic I 
it F* had ſtill greater expectations, and who at that = 
ee time importuned her to marry a couſin of her 2 
c- oven, whom ſhe could not like. However, that = 
0M might have no cauſe to repine at her delay, 5 


rſhe freely entered with him into an intimacy of 
y | * correſpondence; during which, nothing could. | 
have added to their mutual felicity, which was '1 


the more poignant and refined, from the myſte- 4 
rious and romantic manner of their enjoying it; v1 
t for tho? he publicly viſited her as an acquaint- 1 
—ance, his behaviour on theſe occaſions, was al- 5 


2 ways fo diſtant, reſpectful, and reſerved, that the 
- 227 reſtof the company could not poſſibly ſuſpect the. 4 
t 22 nature of their reciprocal attachment; in conſe- 1 
{ {2 quence of which, they uſed to have private in 


2 3 terviews, unknown to every ſoul upon carth | 

1 27 except her maid, who was neceffarily intruſted 3 
„with the ſecret.. = 
- 3 In this manner they enjoyed the converſation 14 1 


- 2 of each other for above twelve months, without. 
the leaſt interruption ; and though the ſtability 

> 123 of Mr. M—'s fortune entirely depended upon. 
> Þ thcir mariage, yet as he perceived his miſtreſs 3 
i ſo averſc to it, he never urged it with vehemence, | = 
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nor was at all anxious on that ſcore; being eaſily Þ 
induced to defer a ceremony, which, as he then ! 
thought, could in no ſhape have added to their] 
ſatisfaction, tho' he hath ſince altered his ſenti-Þ 
ments. | 5 K 
Be that as it will, his indulgent miſtreſs, in | 
order to ſet his mind at eaſe in that particular, F 
and in full confidence of his honour, inſiſte&*on * 
his accepting a deed of gift of her whole fortune, 
in conſideration of their intended marriage; and 
aſter ſome difficulty he was prevailed upon to. 
receive this proof of her eſteem, well knowing | 
that it would ſtill be in his power to return the | 
obligation. Tho? ſhe often intreated him take 
upon himſelf the entire adminiſtration of her 
finances, and upon divers occaſions preſſed him | 
to accept of large ſums, he never once abuſed þ 
Her generous diſpoſition, or ſolicited her for! 
money, except for ſome humane purpoſe, which 
the was always more ready to fulfil than he to 


propoſe. | 

In the courſe of this correſpondence, he be-] an 
came acquainted with ſome of her female rela-!“ 
tions; and, among the reſt, with a young lady, yo” 
ſo eminently adorned with all the qualifications Þ_ 1 
of mind and perſon, that, notwithſtanding all his 85 
philoſophy and caution, he could not behold and br 
converſe with her, without being deeply ſmitten 6) 
with her charms. He did all in his power to dif- | 1 
courage this dangerous invaſion in the beginning, 1 
and to conceal the leaſt ſymptom of it from her ©. 
relation; he ſummoned all his reflection to his 45 
aid; and thinking it would be baſe and diſhoneſt Ie 
to cheriſh any ſentiment, repugnant to the affec- 5 
vion which he owed to a miſtreſs, who had placed 3 


2uch unlimitted confidence in him, he attempted 
to ſtifle the infant flame by avoiding the amiable h 
inſpirer of it. But the paihon had taken too 
deep a root in his heart, to be ſo caſily extirpated ; 'Þ 
his abſence from the dear object increaſed the tl 
impatience of his love. The inteſtine conflict | 
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1 between that and gratitude, deprived him of his 
reſt and appetite, He was, in a ſhort time, 


* emaciated by continual watching, anxiety, and 


want of nouriſhment ; and ſo much altered from 
his uſual cheerfulneſs, that his miſtreſs being ſur- 


priſed and alarmed at the change, which, from 


| the ſymptoms, ſhe judged was owing to ſome 
& unzalineſs of mind, took all imaginable pains to 
1 diſcover the cauſe. | 


In all probability it did not eſcape her pene- 
tration ; for ſhe more than once, aſked if he was 


in love with her coufin; proteſting that, far from 
being an obſtacle to his happineſs, ſhe would, in 


that caſe, be an advocate for his paſhon. How- 
ever, this declaration was never made without 


: manifeſt ſigns of anxiety and uneatinets, which 
made ſuch an impreſſion upon the heart of M—, 


that he reſolved to ſacrifice his happineſs, and 


even his life, 1ather than take any ſtep which. 


might be conſtrued into an injury or tafult to a 


perſon who had treated him with ſuch gencroſity 


and goodncſs. | 
In conſequence of this reſolution, he formed 


another, which was to go abroad, under pretence 


of recovering his health, but in reality, to avoid 
the temptation, as well as the ſuſpicion: of being 
inconſtant ; and in this deſign he was confirmed 
by his phyſician, who actually thought him in the 


-> rſt ſtage of a conſumption, and therefore adviſ- 


ed him to repair to the ſouth of France, He 
communicated his deſign, with the doctor's opi- 
nion, to the lady, who agreed to it with much leis 


difficulty than he found in conquering his own 


reluctance, at parting with the dear object of his 


love. The conſent of his generous miſtreſs being 
obtained, he waited upon her with the inſtru- 


ment whereby ſhe had made the conveyance of 
her fortune to him; and all his remonſtrances 
being inſufficient to perſuade her to take it back, 
he cancelled it in her preſence, and placed it in 
that. ſtate. upon her. toilet, while ſhe was dieſe 
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ſing; whereupon ſhe ſhed a torrent of tears, fay- 


ing, ſhe now plainly perceived that he wanted to 
tcar himſelf from her, and that his aſſections 


ſected by this proof of her concern; and endea. 
voured to calm the perturbation of her mind, 
by vowing eternal fidelity, and preſſing her to 


accept of his hand in due form, before his Ge- 


parture. By theſe means her tranſports were 
quieted for the preſent, and the marriage deferred, 
tor the fame prudential reafons which had hi- 
therto prevented it. 

Matters being thus compromiſed, and the day 
fixed for his departure, ſhe, together with 


her faithful maid, one morning viſited him 


for the firſt time at his own lodgings; and 
after breakfaſt defiring to ſpeak with him in pri- 
vate, he conducted her into another room, 
where aſſuming an unuſual gravity of aſpect, 
«© My dear M- (ſaid ſhe) you are now going to 
leave me, and God alone knows if ever we ſhall 


meet again: therefore if you really love me 
with that tenderneſs which you profeſs, you will | 
accept of this mark of my friendſhip and un- 


alterable affection; it will at leaſt be a proviſion 


for your journey; and if any accident ſhould be- 
fall me, before I have the happineſs of receiving 
you again into my arms, I ſhall have the ſatisfac- 


tion of knowing that you are not- altogether 
without reſource.” So ſaying, ſhe put an em- 
broidered pocket-book into his hand. He ex- 
preſſed the high ſenſe he had of her generoſity 


2nd affection in the moſt pathetic terms, and 


were ſettled upon another. He was ſenſibly af. | 
| 
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begged leave to ſuſpend his acceptance, until he 1 
ſhould know the contents of her preſent, which 
was ſo extracrdinary, that he abſolutely refuſed * 


to receive it : he was, however, by her repeated 
intreaties, in a manner compelled to receive 


about one half, and ſhe afterwards inliſted upon 
His taking a reinforcement of a conſiderable ſum 
tor the expence of his journey. 
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Having ſtaid with her ten days beyond the 


time he had fixed for his departure, and ſettled 


the method of their correſpondence, he took his 
leave with an heart full of ſorrow, anxiety, and 
diſtraction, produced from the different ſuggeſ- 


tions of his duty and love. He then ſet out for 


France, and after a ſhort ſtay at Paris, proceed- 
ed to Aix in Provence, and from thence to Mar- 
ſeilles, at which two places he continued for 
ſome months: but nothing he met with being 
able to diſſipate thoſe melancholy ideas which 
ſtill preyed upon his imagination, and affected 
his ſpirits, he endeavoured to elude them with a 
ſucceſſion of new objects; and with that view, 
perſuaded a counſellor of the parliament of Aix, 
a man of great worth, learning and good hu— 
mour, to accompany him, in making a tour of 
thoſe parts of France which he had not yet ſeen. 


On their return from this excurſion, they found 


at Aix an Italian Abbe, a perſon of character, 
and great knowledge of men and books, who 
having travelled all over Germany and France, 
was ſo far on his return to his own country. 

M having by means of his friend the 
counſellor contracted an acquaintance with this 
gentleman, and being deſirous of ſeeing ſome 
parts of Italy, particularly the carnival at Ve- 
nice, they ſet out together from Marſeilles, in a 
tartan, for Genoa, coaſting it all the way, and 
lying on ſhore every night. Having ſhewn him 
what was moſt remarkable in this city, his friend 
the Abbe was ſo obliging, as to conduct him thro? 
Tuſcany, and the moſt remarkable cities in Lom- 
bardy, to Venice, where M inſiſted upon 
defraying the expence of the whole tour, in con- 
ſideration of the Abbe's complaiſance, which had 
been of infinite ſervice to him, in the courſe of 
this expedition, Having remained five weeks at 
Venice, he was preparing to ſet out for Rome 
with ſome Engliſh gentlemen whom he had mct 
by accident, when he was all of a ſudden ob- 
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liged to change his reſolution by ſome diſagree- 
able letters which he received from London, 
He had, from his firſt departure, correſponded 
with his generous, though inconſtapt miſtreſs, 
with a religious exactneſs and punctuality ; nor 
was ſhe, for ſome time, leſs obſervant of the 
agreement they had made. Nevertheleſs, ſhe, 
by degrees, became fo negligent and cold in her 
expreſſion, and ſo ſlack in her correſpondence, 
that he could not help obſerving and upbraiding 
her with ſuch indifference; and her endeavours 
to palliate it were ſupported by pretexts ſo frivo- 
lous, as to be eaſily ſeen through by a lover of 
very little diſcernment. | 
While he tortured himſelf with conjectures 
about the cauſe of this unexpected change, he 
received ſuch intelligence from England, as 
when joined with what he himſelf had perceived, 
by her manner of writing, left him little or no 
room to doubt of her fickleneſs and inconſtancy. 
Nevertheleſs, as he knew by experience, that in- 


formations of that kind are not to be entirely re- 


lied upon, he reſolved to be more certainly ap- 
prized; and for that end, departed immediately 
for London, by the way of Tirol, Bavaria, 
Alſace, and Paris. | 

On his arrival in England, he learned with in- 


finite concern, that his intelligence had not been 


at. all exaggerated; and his ſorrow was inexpret- 
fible, to find a perſon, endowed with ſo many 
other noble and amiable qualities, ſeduced into 
an indiſcretion, that of neceility ruined the 
whole plan which had been concerted between 
them for their mutual happineſs. She made 
ſeveral attempts, by letters and interviews, to 
palliate her conduct, and foften him into a recon- 
ciliation; but his honour being concerned, he 
remained deaf to all her iatreaties and propoſals. 
Nevertheleſs, IJ have often heard him ſay, that 
he could not help loving her, and revering the 


memory of a perſon to whoſe generoſity and. 
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goodneſs he owed his fortune, and one whoſe 
foibles were overbalanced by a thoutand good 
qualities. He often inſiſted on making reſtitu- 
tion, but far from complying with that propoſal, 
2 ſhe afterwards often endeavoured to lay him un- 
der yet preater obligations of the ſame kind, and 


1 importuned him, with the warmeſt ſolicitations, 
wh ji to renew their former correſpondence, which he 
© |: as often declined, 

[8 M took this inſtance of the inconſtancy 
mY of the ſex ſo much to heart, that he had almoſt 
0” reſolved for the future, to keep clear of all en- 
of 2 gagements for life, and returned to Paris in or- 
Ii der to diſlipate his anxiety, where he hired an 
we 1 apartment in one of the academies, in the ex- 
1c | erciſes whereof he took fingular delight. Dur- 
ing his reſidence at this place, he had the good 
d, fortune to ingratiate himſelf with a great general, 
10a deſcendant of one of the moſt ancient and il- 
Y. luttrious families in France; having attracted his 
5 notice by ſome 1emarks he had written on Fo— 
8 luard's Polybius, which were accidentally ſhewn 
5 to that great man by one of his aids du camp, 
7 |: who was a particular friend of M The 
is favour he had thus acquired, was ſtrengthened by 


his afſiduities and attention. Upon his return to 
London, he ſent ſome of Handel's neweſt com- 
poſitions to the prince, who was particularly fond 
of that gentleman's productions ; together with 
Clark's edition of Cæſar; and in the ſpring of 
the ſame year, before the French army took the 
field, he was honoured with a moſt obliging let + 
ter from the prince, inviting him to come over, 
if he wanted to ſee the operations of the cam- 
paign, and defiriny he would give himſelf no 
trouble about his equipage. 
92 M=—— having ſtill tome remains of a military 
= diſpoſition, and conceiving this to be a more ſa- 
* vourable opportunity than any he ſhould ever 
meet with again, readily embraced the offer, and 
> faciifiecd the toft delights of love, which at that 


N 
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time he enjoyed without controul, to an eager, 


laborious and dangerous curioſity. In that and 


the following campaign, during which he was 


preſent at the ſiege of Philipſburg, and ſeveral 


other actions, he enlarged his acquaintance among 
the French officers, eſpecially thoſe of the graver. 
ſort, who had a taſte for books and literature; 
and the friendſhip and intereſt of thoſe gentlemen 


were afterwards of ſingular ſervice to him, tho” 
in an affair altogether foreign from their pro- 
feſſion. 


He had all along made diligent inquiry into the 


trade and manufactures of the countries through 
which he had occaſion to travel, more particu- 
larly thoſe of Holland, England, and France; 


and as he was well acquainted with the revenue. 


and. farms of this laſt kingdom, he ſaw with con- 


cern the great diſadvantages under which our to- 


bacco trade (the moſt conſiderable branch of our 
commerce with that people) was carried on; 


what inconſiderable returns were made to the: 
planters, out of the low price given by the French 
company; and how much it was in the power 


of that company to reduce it ſtill lower. M 


had formed a ſcheme to remedy this evil, ſo far as 


it related to the national loſs or gain, by not per- 
mitting the duty of one penny in the pound, old 


ene je to be drawn back, on tobacco, re-cx- - 
He demonſtrated to the miniſtry of that 


porte 
time, that ſo inconſiderable a duty could not in 
the leaſt diminiſh the demand from abroad, which 
was the only circumſtance to be apprehended, 
and that the yearly produce of that revenue would 
amount to one hundred and twenty thouſand 
pounds, without one ſhilling additional expence 
to the public; but the miniſtry having the exciſe- 
ſcheme then in contemplation, could think of no 


other till that ſhould be tried; and that project, 


having miſcarried, he renewed his application, 
when they approved of his ſcheme in every par- 


ticular, . but diſcovered a ſurpriſing backwardacis- 


to carry it into executioa. 
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His expectations in this quarter being diſap- 
pointed, he, by the interpoſition of his friends, 


| preſented a plan to the French company, in 


> 


— oo regs >. 


_ TE 


which he ſet forth the advantages that would ac- 


erue to themſelves, from fixing the price, and ſe- 


curing that ſort of tobacco which beſt ſuited the 
taſte of the public and their manufacture: and 


finally propoſed to furniſh them with any quan- 


tity, at the price which they paid in the port of 
London | 

Aſter ſome diſpute, they agreed to his pros 
pofal, and contracted with him for fifteen thou- 


fand hogſheads a year, for which they obliged 
' themſelves to pay ready money, on its arrival in 


eat ef. A 


N 


any one or more convenient ports in the ſouth or 


wellern coaſts of Great Britain, that he ſhould 
pleaſe to fix upon for that purpoſe. M no 
tooner obtained this contract, than he immedi— 


ately ſet out for America, in order to put it in 
 excceution; and by way of companion carried 
with him a little French Abbe, a man of humour, 
wit and Jcarning, with whom he had been long 


| 004d OfICES. 


acquainted, and for whom he had done many 


On his arrival in Virginia, which opportuncly 


happened at a time when all the gentlemen were 


 allembled in the capital of that province, he pub- 


| iſhed a memorial repreſenting the diiadvantages 
under which their trade was carricd on, the true 
method of redreſiing their owa grievances in 
| that refpect, and propoſing to contract with them 

zor the yearly quantity of fifteen thouſand hogt- 


Sr 


9 
heads of tuch tobacco as was fit for the Fiench 


maiket, at the price avhich he demonitrated to 
be contiderably greater than that which they bad 
formerly 1cccived. 


This remonſtrance met with all the ſucceſs 


and encouragement he could expect: the prin- 
cipal plantcrs, ſceing their own intereſt concern— 
ed, readily aiſented to the propoſal, which, thro? 
their influence, was alſo rclithed by the reſt ; 


— eg at 
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and the only diſſiculty, that remained, related to- T 
the ſecurity for payment of the bills on the ar. plc 
rival of the tobacco in England, and to the time the 
fiipulated for the continuance of the contract. Jof: 

In order to remove theſe objections, Mr. M— 2 pri 
returned to Europe, and found the French com- wh 
pany of farmers diſpoſed to agree to every thing N the 
he deſired for facilitating the execution of the the 
contract, and perfectly well pleaſed with the em 


ſample which he had already ſent; but his good twc 
friend the Abbé (whom he had left behind him in] tha 
America), by an unparalleled piece of treachery, |! to | 
found means ro overturn the whole project. He] pai 


fecretly wrote a memorial to the company, im- ma 
porting, that he found by experience, M—- wi 
could afford to furniſh them at a much lower Þ thi 
price than that which they had agreed to give; his 

and that, by being in poſſeſſion of the contract Þ ne 
for five years, as was intended according to the] de 
propoſal, he would have the company fo much in Þ ki: 
his power, that they muſt afterwards ſubmit to me 
any price he ſhould pleaſe to impoſe; and that if co 
they thought him worthy of ſuch a truſt he] ia; 
would undertake to furniſh them at an eahier rate, [or. 
m conjunction with ſome of the leading men in . 
Vergima and Maryland, with whom he ſaid, he] of 
had already concerted meaſures for that purpoſe.] br 

The comyany were ſo much alarmed at theſe |? ſo 
inſinuations, that they decclined complying with | 
Mr. M 's demands until the Abbe's return; an 
and though they afterwards uſed all their endea- |? w. 
vours to perſuade him to be concerned with that) hz 
little traitor in his undertaking (by which he |? fo 
might ſtill have been a very conſiderable gainer), |? of 
he reſiſted all their ſolicitations, and plainly told 
them in the Abbe's preſence, that he would ne- ev 
ver proſtitute his own principles ſo far, as to m. 
enter into engagements of any kind with a per- hi 
fon of his character, much leſs in a ſcheme that 
had a manifeſt tendency to lower the market 
pr ice of tobaccoin England, 


— 
S 


ed to Thus ended a project the moſt extenſive, ſim- 
e ar. plc and eaſy, and (as appeared by the trial made) 
time] the beſt calculated to raiſe an immenſe fortune, 
ct. of any that was ever undertaken or planned by a 
M— 2 private perſon; a project in the execution of 
* 5 ! ; i 

:om-f# which, M bad the good of the public, and 
hinz“ the glory of putting in a flouriſhing condition 
the the valuable branch of our trade (which gives 
the employment to two great provinces, and above 
two hundred ſail of ſhips) much more at heart 


m in] than his own private intereſt, It was reaſonable 
ery, to expect, that a man whole debts M—— had 
He] paid more than once, whom he had obliged in 


im-] many other reſpects, and whom he had carried 
— |} with him at a very conſiderable expence, on 
wer Þ this expedition, merely with a view of bettering 
ive; his fortune, would have acted with common ho- 
act Þ neſty, if not with gratitude; but ſuch was the 
the depravity of this little monſter's heart, that on 
in] his death-bed he left a confiderable fortune to 
to] mere ſtrangers, with whom he had little or no 
itif Þ connexion, without the leaſt thought of refund- 


he ing the money advanced for him by M, in 
ate, order to prevent his rotting in a jail. 
nia] When M— had once obtained a command 


he 1 of money, he by his knowledge in ſeveral 
oſe.] branches of trade as well as by the aſſiſtance of 
at = ſome intelligent friends at Paris and London, 


- 
— 
— 
hy 
3 


rn; and had he been a man of that ſelſiſh diſpoſition, 


ca - which too much prevails in the world, he might 
hat) have been at this day maſter of a very ample 
he |? fortune: but his ear was never deaf to the voice 
r), |; of diſtreſs, nor his beneficent heart ſhut againſt 


old] the calamities of his fellow-creatures, He was 
ne- even ingenious in contriving the moſt delicate 
to] methods of relieving modeſt indigence, and, by 
er- his induſtrious benevolence, often anticipated 
the requeſts of miſery. 

I could relate a number of examples to illuſ- 
trate my aſſertions, in ſome of which you would 
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found means to employ it to yu good purpoſe ; 
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perceive the moſt diſintereſted generoſity; but ſuch |þ 
a detail would treſpaſs too much upon your time, 
and I do not pretend to dwell upon every minute 
circumſtance of his conduct. Let it ſuffice to 
fay, that upon the declaration of war with Spain, 
he gave up all his commercial {chemes, and called 
in his money from all quarters, with a view of Þ 
ſitting down, for the reſt of his life, contented 
with what he had yot, and reſtraining his libe- 
ralities to what he could ſpare from his yearly 
income. This was a very prudential refolu- | 
tion, could he have kept it; but, upon the break- | 
ing out of the war, he could not without con-“ 
cern ſee many gentlemen of merit, who had“ 
been recommended to him, diſappointed of con- 
miſſions, merely for want of money to ſatisy 


the expectations of the commiſſion brokers oi 


that time; and therefore launched out conſider- 
able ſums tor them on their bare notes, great 
part whereof was loft by the death of ſome in the 
unfortunate expedition to the Well Indies. 

He at length, after many other actions of the 


like nature, from motives of pure humanity, 1! 


lore of juſtice, and obhorrence of oppreſſion, 
embarked in a cauſe, every way the moſt impor- | 
tant that ever came under the diſcuſhon of the 
courts of law in theſe kingdoms ; whether it be 
conſidered in relation to the extraordinary na- 
ture of the caſe, or the immenſe property of no 
leſs than fifty thouſand pounds a year, and three 
peerages that depended upon it. 1 

In the year 1740, the brave admiral who at 
that time commanded his majeſty's fleet in the 
Weſt-Indies, among the other tranſactions of his 
ſquadron, tranſmitted to the duke of Newcaſtle, 
mentioned a young man, who tho' in the capa- 
city of a common ſailor on board one of the ſhips 
under his command, laid claim to the eſtate aud 
titles of the earl of A--—, Theſe pretenſions 
were no ſooner communicated in the public pa- 
pers, than they became the. ſubject of converia- | 
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tion in all companies; and the perſon whom they 


chiefly affected, being alarmed at the appearance 
of a competitor, tho' at ſuch diſtance, began to 


put himſelf in motion, and take all the precau- 
tions which he thought neceſſary to deteat the 
” endeavour of the young upſtart. Indeed the 
carly intelligence he received of Mr. A 
making himſelf known in the Weſt-Indies, fur- 


3 


niſhed him with numberleſs advantages over that 
unhappy young gentleman ; for being in poſſeſ- 
ſion of a plentiful fortune, and lord of many 
manors in the neighbuurhood of the very place 
where the claimant was born, he knew all the 
witneſſes who could give the moſt material evi- 
deace of his legitimacy ; and, if his probity did 


not reſtrain him, had, by his power and inſlu- 


ence, ſuſſicient opportunity and means of apply- 


ing to the paſſions and intereſts of the witneſſes, 


to ſilence many, and gain over others to his ſide: 
' while his competitor, by an abſence of fifteen or 


- ſixteen years from his native country, the want 
of education and friends, together with his pre- 
ſent helpleſs fituation, was rendered abſolutely 


incapable of taking any ſtep for his own advan- 
tage. And although his worthy uncle's conſpi— 


* i ee * 


cuous virtue and religious regard for juſtice and 
truth, might poſſibly be an unconquerable re- 
ſtraint to his taking any undue advantages ; yet 


the conſciences of that huge army of emifſaries 


he kept in pay, were not altogether ſo very 
tender and ſcrupulous. This much, however, 
may be ſaid, without derogation from, or im- 
peachment. of the noble earl's nice virtue and 
honour, that he took care to compromiſe all dif- 
ferences with the other branches of the family, 
whoſe intercſts were, in this affair, connected 
with his own, by ſharing the eſtate with them, 


and alſo retained moſt of the eminent council 


within the har of both kingdoms againſt this 
formidable baſtard, before any ſuit was inſtituted 
by him, | 
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While he was thus entrenching himſelf againſt 


the attack of a poor forlorn youth, at the dil. 


tance of fifteen hundred leagues, continually ex. 
poſed to the dangers of the ſea, the war, and an 
unhealthy climate, Mr. M—, in the common 
courſe of converſation, chanced to atk ſome que. 


ſtions relating to this romantic pretender, of one] 
H—, who was at that time the preſent lord h 
This man, when pref. ſ: 
ed, could not help owning that the late lord |} 
left a ſon, who had been ſpi-“ 
rited away into America, ſoon ofter his father's |? 
death; but ſaid he did not know whether this“ 


A—y's chief agent. 


A—m actually 


was the ſame perſon. 


This information could not fail to make an 
impreſſion on the humanity of Mr. M—, who, | 
being acquainted with the genius of the wicked Þ 
party who had poſſeſſed themſelves of this un- 


happy young man's eſtate and honours, expreſſed 
no ſmall anxiety and apprehenſion leſt they ſhould 
take him off by ſome means or other; and, even 
then ſcemed diſpoſed to contribute towards the 
ſupport of the friendieſs orphan, and to enquire 


more circumſtantially into the nature of his claim. 
his occaſions called him to 

France; and during his abtence, Mr. A—y ar-“ 
rived in London, in the month of October, 1741. 
Here the clergyman was interrupted by Pere- | 
grine, who ſaid there was ſomething ſo extra- 
1nprobable, in the ac-F 
young gentleman's | 


In the mean tune 


ordinary, not to call it 
count he had heard of t:- 
being ſeat into exile, that he would look upon 
himfelf as infinitely obliged to the doctor, if he 


in which he 


would favour him with a iruc repretentation of that |? 


tranſaction, as well as of the manne 


arrived and was known at the iſland of Jamaica. 


The parſon, in compliance with our hero's 


[ 


requeſt, taking up ti. itory from tae beginning, 


* 
- 


% Mr. A—y (ſaid be) is the for of Arthur late 


lord baron of A in, by ins wite Mary Su—4, 
natural daughter to {oi duk, | n 
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aint N —by, whom he publickly married on the 
dil. 21ſt day of July, 1706, contrary to the inclina— 
ex. tion of his mother, and all his other relations, 
l an particularly of Arthur late earl of A—y, who 
mon bore an implacable enmity to the duke her fa- 
que. ther, and for that reaſon, did all that lay in his 
one] power to traverſe the marriage: but finding his 
lord endeavours ineffectual, he was ſo much. offended 


ref. that he would never be perfectly reconciled to 
lord] lord A—m, though he was his preſumptive heir. 
ſpi- | After their nuptials, they cohabited together in 
zer's |; England for the ſpace of two or three years; 


this | during which ſhe miſcarried more than once: 

1 and he being a man of levity, and an extravagant 
an] diſpoſition, not only ſquandered away all that 
vho, he had received of his wife's fortune, but alſo 
ked Þ contracted many conliderable debts, which obli- 
un- ged him to make a precipitate retreat into Ire- 


5 


Ted Þ land, leaving his lady behind him in the houſe 


1d Þ with his mother and ſiſter; who, having alſo been 


2 


ven þ averſe to the match, had always looked upon her 
the] with eyes of diſguſt, 

ulre! It was not Ikely that harmony ſhould long 
aim. ſubſiſt in this family, eſpecially as lady A—m 
to] Vas a woman of a loſty ſpirit, who could not 
ar- tamely bear inſults and ill uſage from perſons, 
-41, | who, the had reaſon to believe, were her enemies 
cre- |; at heart. Accordingly a miſunderſtanding ſoon 
tra- happened among them, which was fomented by 
ac- the malice of one of her fiſters-1n-law : divers 
an's ſcandalous reports of her miſconduct, to which 
pon] the empty pretenſions of a vain, wietched cox- 
he comb (who was made uſe of as an infamous tool 
that for that purpoſe) gave a colourable pretext, were 
| he 7 trumped up, and tranſmitted, with many falſe and 
ica, (4 ageravating circumſlances,; to her huſband in 
ro's Ireland; who being a giddy unthinking man was 
ſo much incenſed at theſe infinuations, that, in 
e the firſt tranſports of his paſſion, he ſent to his 
mother a power of attorney, that ſhe might ſuc 
for aGivorce in his behalf. A libel was thereup- 
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depended upwards of two years. 


Lord A—m finding himſelf abuſed by the“ 
miſrepreſentations of his mother and ſiſter, diſco- 
vered an inclination to be reconciled to his lady: Y 

in conſequence of which, ſhe was ſent over toÞþ 
Dublin by her father, to the care of a gentleman }Þ 
in that city; in whoſe houſe ſhe was received by 
her huſband, with all the demonſtrations of love 
From thence he conducted her to“ 
his lodgings, and then to his country-houſe, where 
ſhe had the misfortune to ſuifer a miſcarriage, þ 


and eſteem. 


* 
1 


on 2 xhibited, containing many ſcandaled alle. 
ee. void of any real foundation in truth; Þ 
but being unſupported by any manner of proof, 
it was at length diſmiſſed with coſts, after it had] 


2 
py 


through fear and reſentment of my lord's be-“ 


haviour, which was often brutal and indecent. 


From the country they removed to Dublin, about 
the latter end of July, or beginnimg of Auguſt, 
1714, where they had not long continued, when | 


her ladyſhip was known to be again with child, 


Lord Am and his iſſue being next in re- 
mainder to the honours and eſtate of Arthur cail Þ 
of A—a, was extremely ſolicitous to have a ſon; 
and, warned by the frequent miſcarriages of his 
lady, reſolved to curb the natural impatience Þ 
nd ruſticity of his diſpoſition, that ſhe might | 
not, as formerly, ſuffer by his outrageous conduct. 
He accordingly cheriſhed her with uncommon | 


tenderneſs and care; and her pregnancy being 


pretty far advanced, conducted her to his coun» | 


try ſeat, where ſhe was delivered of Mr. A—y, 
about the latter end of April or beginning of 
May; for none of the witneſſes have been able, at 
this diſtance, with abſolute certainty, to fix the 
preciſe time of his birth, and there was no regiſter 
kept in the pariſh : as an additional misfortune, 
no gentleman of faſhion lived in that pariſh ; nor 
did thoſe who lived at any conſiderable diſtance, 
care to cultivate an acquaintance with a man of 
turd A-—m's ſtrange conduct. 


d 
5 
8 


alle.] he that as it will, the occaſion was celebrated 
th; Þ by his lordſhip's tenants and dependants upon 
oof, the ſpot, and in the neighbouring town of Neu- 
had] R—ſs, by bonfires, illuminations, and other re- 
joicings; which have made ſuch an impreſſion 
the upon the minds of the people, that in the place 
{co-Þ where'they happened, and the contiguous pariſhes, 
dy: ) ſeveral hundred perſons have already declared 
er to their knowledge and remembrance of this event, 
man] in ſpite of the great power of the claimant's ad- 
d by Þ verſary in that quarter, and the great pains and 
love] indirect methods taken by his numberlets agents 
r toÞ and emiſſaries, as well as by thoſe who are inte- 
here Þ reſted with him, in the event of the ſuit, to 
age, corrupt and ſuppreſs the evidence. 
be-! Lord A — m, aſter the birth of his ſon; 
dent.] who was ſent to nurſe in the neighbourhood, 
bout Þ according to the cuſtom of the country (where 
vuſt, Þ people of the higheſt diſtinction put their children 
hen Þ out to nurſe into farm-houſes and cabins), lived. 
d. in harmony with his lady for the ſpace of two 
re- years: but having by his folly and extravagance, 
earl reduced himſelf to great difficulties, he demanded 
ſon ; the remainder of her fortune from her father the 
f his ] duke of B-—, who abtolutely refuſed to part with 
ence þ a filling until a proper ſettlement ſhould be made 
ight on his daughter, which by that time he had put 
luct.] out of his own power to make, by his folly and 
mon Extravagance. ; | 
cing | As her ladythip, by her endeavours to reform 
oun- the economy of her houſe, had incurred the diſ- 
, pleaſure of ſome idle, profligate fellows, who had 
g of faitened themſelves upon her huſband, and helped 
e, at to conſume his ſubſtance, they ſeized this oppor- 
the tunity of the duke's refuſal; and in order to be 
iſter |1Evenged upon the innocent lady, perſuaded lord 
une, þA—m, that the only means of extracting money 
nor from his grace, would be to turn her away, ON 
nce, |pretence of infidelity to his bed, for which, they 
3 of fhinted, there was but too much foundation. At 
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K tuggeſtions, a moſt infamous plan was pro- 
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jected; in the execution of which, one P-—, 2 
poor, unbred, ſimple, country booby, whom they 
had decoyed into a ſnare, loſt one of his ears, 
and the injured lady retired that fame day to New- 
R—ſs, where ſhe continued ſeveral years. She 
did not, howevor, leave the houſe, without ftrug- 
gling hard to carry her child along with her; 
but far from enjoying ſuch indulgence, ſtri 
orders were given, that the boy ſhould not, tor, 
the future, be brought within her fipht. This 
baſe, inhuman tieatment, inſtead of anſwering the 
end propoſed, produced ſuch a contrary effect, 
that the duke of B—, by a codicil to his will, 
in which he reflects upon lord A—m's evil tem- 
per, directed his executors to pay to his daughter 
an annuity of one hundred pounds, while her lord 
and ſhe ſhould continue to live ſeparate; and this 
allowance was to ceaſe on lord A—m's death. 
While ſhe remained in this ſolitary ſituation, 
the child was univerſally known and received as 
the legitimate fon and heir of her lord, whoſe at- 
fection for the boy was ſo conſpicuous, that in 


the midſt of his own neceſlities, he never failed 
to maintain him in the dreſs and equipage of a 

oung nobleman. In the courſe of his infancy 
his father having often changed his place off 
reſidence, the child was put under the inſtructions Þ 
of a great many diſferent ſchoolmaſters, ſo that] 
he was perfectly well known in a great many dif-F 
ferent parts of the kingdom; and his mother 
ſeized all opportunities (which were but rare, on]! 


account of his father's orders to the contrary) off 


ſeeing and giving him proofs of her maternaiÞ 


tenderneſs, until ſhe ſet out for England, afterf 
having been long in a declining ſtate of health, 
by a paralytical diforder; upon the conſequence 
of which, ſuch dependance was placed by ber, 
inconſiderate huſband, who was by this time re- 
duced to extreme poverty, that he actually mar- 
Tied a woman whom he had long kept as a mi- 
Freis. 'This creature no ſooner underſtood tha 
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tady Al m was departed from Ireland, than 
ſhe openly avowed her marriage, and went about 
publickly with lord A—m, vititing his acquaint- 
ances iu the character of iis wife. 

From this #ra may be dated the beginning of 
Mr. A y's misfortunes : this artful woman, 
who had formerly treated the child with an ap— 
pearance of fondneſs, 1n order to ingratiate her- 
ſelf with the father, now looking upon herſelf 
As ſuſficiently eſtabliſhed in the family, thought 
it was high time to alter her bchaviour with re- 
gard to the unfortunate boy; and accordingly, 
for obvious reaſons, employed a thoutand arti- 
fices to alienate the heart of the weak father 
from his unhappy offspring: yet, notwifhſtand- 
ing all her infinuations, nature ſtill maintained 
her influence in his heart; and though ſhe often 
found means to irritate him by artful and mali— 
cious accuſations, his reſentment never extended 
farther than fatherly correction. She would 
have found it impoſſible to accompliſh his ruin, 
had not her efiorts been reinforced by a new aux- 
iliary, who was no other than his uncle, the 
preſent uſurper of hits title and eſtate; vet even 
this confederacy was over awed, in ſome meaſure, 
by the fear of alarming the unfortunate mother, 
until her diſtemper inerea ſed to a moſt deplorable 
degree of the dead palſy, and the death of her fa- 
ther had reduced her to a moſt forlorn and ab- 
ject ſlate of diſtreſs. Ten they ventured upon 
the execution of their projects; and (tho' their 
a'ms were widely different) concurred in their 
endeavours to remove the hapleſs boy, as the 
common obſtacle to both. 

Lord At--—m, who (as I have already ob- 


ſerved) was a man of weak intelle&s, and ut» 

terly void of any fixed principle of action, being 

by this time reduced to ſuch a pitch of miſery, 

that be was often obliged to 1 his wearing- 

apparel, in order to procure the common nece!- 

aries of life; and having no other fund remain» 
L. 2 
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ing, with which he could relieve his preſent ne. 
ceſlities, except a ſale of the reverſion. of the 
A a eſtate, to which the nonage of his ſon 
was an eſſectual bar, he was advited by his vir- 
tuous brother, and the reft of his counſellors, to 
ſurmount this diſſiculty, by ſecreting his ſon, and 
ſpreading a report of his death. This honeſt 
- project he the more readily ne, becauſe he 
knew that no act of his could fruſtrate the child's 
fucceilion. Accordingly, the boy was removed | 
from the ſchool at which he was then board, | 
to the houſe of ene K—gh, an agent and ac- 
complice of the preſent carl of A--—a, whore 
he was kept for ſeveral months cloicly confined; 
and in the mean time, it was induſtriouſly re- 
ported that he was dead. 

This previous meafure being taken, lord A—m 
publiſhed advertiſements in the gazettes, offering 
reverſions of the A——a eſtate to ſale; and 
emiſſaries of various kinds were employed to 
inveigle ſuch as were innocent of the nature of 
the ſettlement of theſe eſtates, or ſtrangers to the 
affairs of his family. Some poople, impoſed upon 
by the report of the child's death, were drauvn 
in to purchaſe, thinking tbemſclves ſafe in tie Fl 
concurrence of his lord{hip's brother, upon pre- 
ſumption that he was next in remainder to the 
ſucceſſion; others, tempted by the ſmellneſs of 
the price (which rarely exceeded half a year's 
purchaſe, as appears by many deeds), tho' they 
doubted the truth of the buy's being dead, ran] 
ſmall riſque on the contingency of his dying be- 
fore he thould be of age, or in hope of his being 
prevailed upon to contirm the grants of his fa- 
ther; and many moie, were tre ating with him on |} 
the ſame notions, when their tranſactions were 
ſuddenly interrupted, and the ſcheme of raifing 
more. money, for the preſent, defcated by che]! 
unexpected appearance, of the boy, who being 
naturally ſprightly and impatient of reſtraint, had ! 
found means to break from his confinement, and] 
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wandered up and down the ſtreets of Dublin, 
avoiding his father's houſe, and choofing to en- 
counter all ſorts of diſtreſs, rather than ſubject 


himſelf again to the cruelty and malice of the 


woman who ſupplied his mother's place. Thus 
debarred his father's protection, and deſtitute of 
any fixed habitation, he herded with all'the looſe, 
idle, and diſorderly youths in Dublin, ſkulking 
chiefly about the college, ſeveral members and 
ſtudents of which, taking pity on his misfortunes, 
fapplied him at dfferent times with cloaths and 
money, In this unſcitled and uncomfortable 
way of life did he remain, from the year 1725, 
to the latter and of November 1727; at which 
time his father died ſo mijerably poor, that he 
was actually buried at the public expence. 

This unfortunate nobleman was no ſooner 
dead, than his brother Richard, now carl of 
A——a, taking advantage of the non-age and 
helpleſs ſituation of his nephew, ſeized upon all 
the papers of tke defunct, and afterwards uturped 
the title of lord A m, to the ſarprize of the 
ſervants, and others who were acquainted with 
the affairs of the family, This uſurpation, bold 
as it was, produced no other effect than that of 
his being infulted Dy the populace as he went 
through the fireets, and the refuial of the, king 
at aims to enrol the certificate of his brother's 
having died without iflue, The frſt of theie 
inconveniencies he bore without any ſenſe of 
thame, tho' not without repining, conſcious that 
it would gradually vanith with the novelty of his 
invaſion; and as to the laſt, he conquered it by 
mcans well known and. obvious. 

Nor will it ſeem ſtrange, that he ſhould thus 
invade the rights of an orphan with impunity, 
if people will confider, that the Jate lord A—m 
had not only ſquandered away his fortune, with 
the moſt ridiculous extravagance, but alſo aſſo- 
ciated himſelf with low company, ſo that he 
was little known, and leſs regarded, by perſons 
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of any rank and figure in life; and his child, of 
conſequence, debarred of the advantages which 
might have accrued from valuable connexions, 
And tho' it was univerſally known, that lady 
A m had a ſon in Ireland, ſuch was the ob- 
ſcurity in which the father had lived, during the 
laſt years of his life, that few of the nobility 
could be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with the par- 
ticular circumſtances of a tranſaction in which 
they had no concern, and which had happened at 
the diſtance of twelve years before the date of this 
uſurpatien. Moreover, as their firlt imformition 
was no other than common fame, the public cla- 
mour occaſioned by the ſeparation, might inſpire 
ſuch as were ſtrangers to the family affairs, with 
a miſtaken notion of the child's having been 
born about or after the time of that event. The 
hurry and buſtle occaſioned by the arrival of the 
lord heutenant about this period, the reports in- 
duſtriouſly propagated of the (claimant's death, 
the obſcurity and concealment in which the boy 
was obliged to hve, in order to elude the wicked 
attempts of his uncle, might alſo contribute to 
his peaceable enjoyment of an empty title: and 
laſtly, lord chancellor W—m, whoſe immediate 
province it was to iſſue writs far parliament, was 
an unter ſtranger in Ireland, unacquainted with 
the deſcents of families, and conſequently did 
not examine faither than the certificate enrolled 
in the books of the king at arms. Over and 
above theſe circumſtances, which naturally ac- 
count for the ſucceſs of the impoſture, it may 
be obſerved that the hapleſs youth had not one 
relation alive, on the ſide of his father, whote 
inteceſt it was not to forward or connive at his 
deſtruction; that his grandfather the duke of 
B 
in England, in a forlorn, deſtitute, dying con- 
dition, ſecreted from the wold, and even from 
her own relations, by her woman Mary H—, 
who had a particular intereſt to ſecrete her, ans 


was dead; and that his mother was then 
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of altogether dependant upon a miſerable and pre- 
ch J carious allowance from the duchets of B—;, to 
5, whoſe caprice ſhe was moreover a moſt wreteh- 
47 ed ſla ve. | 

ba | Notwithſtanding theſe concurring circum- 
he ſtances in favour of the uſurper, he did not think 
ty himſelf ſecure while the orphan had any chance 
* of finding a friend who would undertake his 
ch cauſe; and therefore laid a plan for his being 
at kidnapped, and ſent to America as a flave. His 
18 coadjutor in this humane {cheme, was a perſon 
| who carried on the trade of tranſporting ſervants 
a- to our plantations, and was deeply intereſted on 
e this occaſion, having for a mere trifle purchaſed: 
h of the late lord -m the reverſion of a con- 
. ſiderable part of the A—a eſtate ; which ſhame- 
e ful bargain was confirmed by the brother, but 
ic could never take plaze, unleis the boy could be 
i- | eifectually removed. | 

3 


5 Every thing being ſettled with this auxiliary, 
* ſeveral ruſtians were employed in ſearch of the 
4 4 unhzppy victim; and the tirſt attempt that was 

: made upon him, in which his uncle perſonally 


ail ſted, happening near one of the great markets 
of the city of Dublin, an honeſt butcher, with 
s |F tlie allitance of his neighbours, reſcued him by 
1 [F force from their cruel! hands. This, however, 
d | was but a ſhort reſpite ; for (tho' warned by this 
1 | adventure, the boy ſeldom crept out of his lurk- 
1 |# Gng-places, without the moſt cautious circum— 
- [# ſpedtion) he was, in March 1727, diſcovered by 
y v3 the diligence of his perſecutors, and forcibly 
e f3 Cciapocd on board of a ſhip bound for Newcaſtle 
2 on Delaware river in America, where he was 
5 fold as a flave, and kept to hard labour, much 
t |} above his age or ſtrength, for the ſpace of thir- 
n teen years, during which he was transferred 
from one perſon to another. 
1 While he remained in this ſervile fituation, he 
+ |} often mentioned, to thoſe in whom he thought 


* Aſach conſidence might be placed, the circum- 
2 L 4 
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ſtances of his birth and title, together with the 
manner of his being exiled from his native coun- 
try; although, in this particular, he neglected 
a caution which he had received in his paſſage, 
importing that ſuch a diſcovery would coſt him 
his life, Mean while the uſurper quietly enjoyed 
his right : and to thoſe who queſtioned him about 
his brother's ſon, conſtantly replicd, That the 
boy had been dead for ſeveral years. And Arthur 
earl of A—a dying in April 1737, he, upon 
Preſence of being next heir, ſucceeded to the 
honours and eſtate of that nobleman. 

The term of the nephew's bondage, which 
had been lengthened out beyond the uſual time, 
on account of his repeated attempts to eſcape, 
being expired in the year 1739, he hired himſelf 
as a common failor in a trading veſlcl bound to 
Jamaica; and there, being entered on board of 
one of his majeſty's ſhips under the command of 
admiral Vernon, openly declared his parentage 
and pretenſions. This extraordinary claim, 
which made a great noiſe jn the fleet, reaching 
the ears of one lieutenant Sn, nearly related 
to the uſurper's Iriſh wife, he believed the young 
gentleman to be an impoſtor; and thinking it 
was incumbent on him to diſcover the cheat, he 
went on board the ſhip to which the claim- 
ant belonged, and having heard the account 
which he gave of himſelf, was, notwithſtand- 
ing his prepoſſeſſions, convinced of the truth of 
what he alledged. On his return to his own ſhip,. 
he chanced to mention this extraordinary affair 
upon the quater-deck, in the hearing af Mr. 
B— n, one of the midſhipmen, who had for- 
merly been at ſchool with Mr. A——y. This 
youny gentleman not only told the lieutenant, 
that he had been ſchool-fellow with lord A—m's 
fon, but alſe declared that he ſhould kaow him 
again, if not greatly altered, as he ſtill retained 
a perpect idea of his countenance. 
Upon this intimation, the licutenant propoſed 
that the experiment ſhould be tried; and went 
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with the midſhipman on board the ſhip that the 
claimant was in for that purpoſe. After all the 
ſailors had been aſſembled upon deck, Mr. B—n, 
caſting his eyes around, immediately diſtinguiſh- 
ed Mr. A—y in the crowd, and laying his hand 
on his ſhoulder, “ This is the man,” ſaid he; 
atfirming at the ſame time, that while he con- 
tinued at ſchool with him, the claimant was re- 
puted and reſpected as lord A—m's ſon and heir, 
and maintained 1n all reſpects ſuitable to the dig- 
nity of his rank, Nay, he was, in like manner, 
recognized by ſeveral other perſons in the fleet, 
who had known him in his infancy. 

Theſe things being reported to the admiral, 
he g-nerouily ordered him to be ſupplied with 
neceflaries, and treated like a gentleman ; and, 
in his next diſpatches, tranimitted an account of 
the affair to the duke of Newcaſtle, among the 


Other tranſactions of the flect. 


In September or October, 1741, Mr. A—y 
arrived in London; and the firſt perſon to whom 
he applied for advice and aſſiſtance, was a man 
of the law, nearly related to the families of A—a 
and A—m, and well acquainted with the parti- 
cular affairs of each; who, far from treating 
him as a baſtard and impoſtor, received him with 
civility and ſeeming kindneſs, aſked him to cat, 
preſented him with a piece of money, and cx- 
cuſing himſelf from meddling in the affair, ad- 
viſed him to go to Irerand, as the moſt proper 


pl for commencing a ſuit for the recovery of 


is right, | 

Before the young gentleman had an opportu- 
nity, or indeed any inclination, to comply with 
this advice, he was accidentally met in the ſtreet 
by that fame H—n, who, as I have mentioned, 
gave Mr. M r the firſt inſight into the affair: 


this man immediately knew the claimant, having 


been formerly an agent for his father, and after- 
wards a creature of his uncle's, with whom he 
was, not without reiſon, ſuſpected to be con- 
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cerned in kidnapping and tranſporting his ne- 
phew. Be that as it will, his connections with 
the uſurper were now broke off by a quarrel, in 
coniequence of which he had thrown up his 
agency; and he invited the hapleſs ſtranger to 
his houſe, with a view of making all pollible ad- 
vantage of ſuch a gueſt. 

There he had not long remained, when his 
treacherous Jandlord, tempering with his inexpe— 
rience, effected a marriage between him and the 
daughter of one of his own friends, who lodged 
in his houſe at the fame time: but afterwards, 
ſeeing no perſon of conſequence willing to eſpoutc 
his cauſe, he looked upon him as an incum- 
brance, and wanted to rid his hands of him ac- 
cordingly. He remembered that Mr. Mr had 
expreſſed himielf with all the humanity of ap- 
prehenſion in favour of the unfortunate young 
nobleman, before his arrival in England; and 
being well acquainted with the generoſity of his 
diſpoſition, he no ſooner underitood that he was 
returned from France, than he waited upon him 


with an account of Mr. A—y's being ſafely ar- | 
rived. Mr. M——r was fincerely rejoiced to 
find, that a perſon who had been ſo cruelly in- 


ured, and undergone ſo long and continued a 
ſeene of diſtreſs, was reſtored to a country where 
he was {ure of obtaining juſtice, and where eve- 
ry good man (as he imagined) would make the 
cauſe his own: and, being informed that the 
youth was in want of neceffaries, he gave twenty 
uineas to H—n for his uie, and promiſed to do 
Pim all the ſervice in his power; but had no in- 
tention to take upon himfelf the whole weight 
of ſuch an important affair, or indeed to appear 
In the cauſe, until he ſhould be fully and tho- 
roughly 1atisficd that the clayinant's pietenions 
were well founded. | 

In the mean time, H—-n infinuating that the 
young gentleman was not f#ſe in his preſent 
iegging from the machinations of his enemies, 
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M—r accommodated him with an apartment in 
his own houſe ; where he was at great pains to 
remedy the defect in his education, by rendering 
him fit to appear as a gentleman in the world. 
Having reecived from him all the inteliigence he 
could give, relating to his own affair, he laid the 
caſe before counſel, and diſpatched a perſon to 
Ireland, to make further enquiries upon the ſame 
ſubject; who, on his firſt arrival in that king- 
dom, found the claimant's birth was as publickly 
known as any circumſtance of that kind could 
poilibly be, at fo great a diſtance of time. 

The uſurper and his friends gave all the inter- 
ruption in their power to any reſcarches concern— 
ing that aſfair; and had recourſe to every art and 
expedient that could be invented, to prevent 1ts 
being brought to a legal difcuiton : privilege, 
bills in chancery, orders of court ſarreptitioufly 
and illegally obtained, and every other invention: 
was made uſe of to bar and prevent 2 fair and. 
honeſt trial by a jury. The uſurper himſelf, and. 
his agents, at the ame time that they formed 
divers conſpiracies againſt his life, in vain endea- 
voured to detach Mr. M r from the orphan's 
canſe by innumerable artifices, inſinuating, ca- 
jolling, and miſrepreſenting with ſurpriſing dex- 


terity and perſeverance. 


His protector, far from being ſatisfied with 
their reaſons, was not only dcaf to their remon- 
ſtrances, but, believing him 1a danger from their 
repeated, efforts, had him privately conveyed into 
the country; where an unhappy accident (which 
he hath ever fince lincerely regretted) furniſhed 
his adverſary with a colourable pretext to cut 
him off in the beginning of his career. 

A man happening to loſe his life by the acci- 
dental diſcharge of a piece, that chanced to be 


in the young gentleman's hands, the account of 


this misfortune no ſooner reached the cars of his 

uncle, than he expreſſed the moſt immoderate 

Joy at having found ſo good a handle for de- 
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ſtroying him, under colour of law. He imme. 
diately conſtituted himſelf proſecutor, ſet hi; 
emiſſaries at work to ſecure a coroner's inqueit 
ſuited to his cruel purpoſes ; ſet out for the place 
in per ſon, to take care that the prifoner ſhould 
not eſcape; inſulted him in jail, in the moſt in- 
human manner; employed a whole army of at- 
tornies and agents, to ſpirit up and carry on a 
moſt virulent proſecution, pracited all the unfair 
methods that could be invented, in order that the 
unhappy gentleman ſhould be tranſported to 
Newgate, from the healthy priſon to which he 
was at firſt committed; endeavoured to inveigle 
him into deſtructive confeſions ; and not to meu— 
tion other more infamous arts employed in the 
aſtair of evidence, aitempted to ſurpriſe him up- 
on his trial in the abſence of his witneſlics and 
counicl, contrary to a previous agreement with 
the proſecutor's own attorney: nay he even ap- 
peared in perſon upon the bench at the trial, in 
order to intimidate the evidence, and brow-bcat 
the unfortunate priſoner at the hat, and expend- 
ed above a thouſand pounds in that-protecntion, 
in ſpite of all his wicked efforts, however, which 
were defeated by the ſpirit and indefatigabie in- 
duſtry of Mr. M—-r, the young gentleman 
was honourably acquitted, to the evident fatit- 
faction of all the impartial ; the misfortune that 
gave a handle for that unnatural profecution, 
appearing to a demonſtratiun to have been a 


mere accident, 


In a few months, his protector, who had now 
openly e:pouſed his cauſe (taking with him we 
gentlemen to witnels his tranfactiuns) conducted 
kim to his native country, with a view to be 
better informed of the ſtrength of his pretenftions, 
than he could be by the intelligences he had hi— 


therto received, or by the claimant's own dark 


zd almoſt obliterated remembrance of the facts 
which were efiential to be known, Upon their 
arrival in Dublin, application was made to thoje 
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perſons whom Mr. Amy had named as his 


ſchoolmaſters and companions, together with the 
ſervants and neighbours of his father. Theſe, 
though examined ſeparately, without having the 
leaſt Previous intimation of what the claimant 
had reported, agreed in their accounts with him, 
as well as with one another, and mentioned 
many pong people as acquainted with the {ame 
fats, ta whom Mr. M—--r had recourte, ard 
ſtil! So with the ſame unvaried information. By 
theſe means, he made ſuch progreis in his in- 
quiries, that in leſs than two months no fewer 
than one hundred perions from different quarters 
of the kingdom, cither perſonally or by! letters, 

communicated their knowledge of the claimant, 
in declarations confunant with one another, as 
well as with the accounts he gave of himſelf. 
Several ſervants vho had hved with his tather, 

and bcen deecived with the ſtory of his death, ſo 
induſtcicufy propagated by his uncle, no {ſooner 
heard of his being in Dublin, than they came 
tom different parts of the country. to ſee him; 
and though great pains were taken to deccive 
them, they, nevertheleſs, knew him at firit fight ; 
ſme of them fell upon their knees to thank 
hcaven for his preſer vation; embraced his legs, 
and ſlied tears of joy far his return, 

Although the conduct of his adverſary, parti- 
cnaily in tbe above-mentioned re een n, to- 
gether with the evidence that already appeared, 
were ſuflicient to convince eli mankind cf the 


truth of the claimant's pretenfions, Mr. Mr, 


111 order to be further facsfied, retolved to ice 
how be would be received upon the ſpot where 
he was born; juſtly concluding, that if he was 
really an mpoſtor, the baſtard of a kitchen- 
wench, produced in a country entirely poflef cd 
by his enemy and his allies, be muſt be looked 
upon in that place with the utmoſt deteſtation 
and contempt. 

This his intention was no ſooner known to the 
adverſe party, than their agents and fiicnds, from 
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all quarters, repaired to that place with all poſ- 
fible diſpatch, and uſed all their influence with 
the people, in remonſtrances, threats, and all 
the other arts they could deviſe, not only to dif- 
countenance the claimant upon his arrival, but 
even to ſpirit up a mob to inſult him. Notwith- 
ſtanding theſe precautions, and the ſervile awe 
and ſubjection in which tenants are kept by their 
landlords in that part of the country, as ſoon as 
it was known that Mr. A—y approached the 
town, the inhabitants crowded out in great mul— 
titudes to receive and welcome him, and accom- 
panied him into town with acclamations and 
other expreiſions of joy, inſomuch that the agents 
of his advertary durit not ſhew their faces. The 
ſovereign of the corporation, who was a particu- 
lar creature and favourite of the uſurper, and 
whoſe all depended upon the iſtue of the caulc, 
was ſo conſcious of the ſtranget's right, and to 
much awed by the behaviour of the people, who 
knew that conſciouſneſs, that he did not think it 
ſafe, even to preſerve the appearance of neu- 
trality npon this occaſion, but actually held the 
ſtirrup while Mr. A y difmounted from his 
horſe. | 
This ſenſe of conviction in the people mani- 
feſted itſelf ſtill more powerfully, when he re- 


turned to the ſame place in the year 1744, about 


which time lord A--——a being informed of his 
reſolution, determined again to be before-hand 
with him, and ſet out ia perſon with his agents 
and friends, ſome of whom were detached before 
him, to prepare for his reception, and induced the 


people to meet him in a body, and accompany | 


him to town, with ſuch expreihons of welcome 
as they had beforc beſtowed on his nephew ; but 
in ſpite of all their art and intereſt, he was ſuf— 


fered to paſs through the ſtreet in a mournful 


ſilence; and though ſeveral barrels of beer were 
produced, to court the favour of the ponulace, 
they had no other eſfect than that of drawing 
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their ridicule upon the donor; whereas, when 


Mr. A y, two days afterwards, appeared, all 
the inhabitants, with gailands, ſtreamers, muſic, 
and other enſigus of joy, crouded out to meet 
him, and uſhered him into town with ſuch de- 
monſtrations of pleaſure and good will, that the 
noble peer found it convenient to hide himſelf 
from the reſcatment of his own tenants, the ef- 
fects of which he mult have ſeverely felt, had not 
he been ſercened by the timely remonſtrances of 
Mr. Mr, and the other gentlemen who accom- 
panicd his competitor. 

Nor did his apprehenſion vaniſh with the trani- 
action of this day; the town was again in uproar 
on the Sunday following, when it was known 
that Mr. A y intended to come thither, from 
Dunmain to church: they went out to meet him 
as before, and conducted him to the church-door 
with acclamations, which terrified his uncle to 
ſuch a degree, that he fled with precipitation in 
a boat, and ſoon after entirely quitted the place. 

It would be almoſt an endlets taſk to enume- 
rate the particular ſteps that were taken by one 
fide to promote, and by the other to delay the 
trial: the young gentleman's adverſaries tinding 
that they could not, by all the ſubterfuges and 
arts they had uſed, evade it, repeated attempts 
were made to affaſſinate him and his protector, 
and every obſtruction thrown in the way of his 
czuſe which craft could invent, villainy execute, 
and undue influence confirm. But all theſe dif- 
ficulties were ſurmounted by the vigilance, con- 
ſtancy, courage, and ſagacity of M -r; and, at 
laſt, the affair was brought to a very folemn trial 
at har, which being continued, by ſeveral ad- 
journments, from the eleventh to the twenty-bith 
day of November, a verdict was found for the 
claimant, by a jury of gentlemen, which in point 
of reputation and property, cannot be cally pa- 
rallcled in the annals of that or any other coun- 
try; a jury that could by no means be ſuſpèected 
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of prepoſſeſſions in ſavour of Mr. An—vy 'to 
whote perſon they were abſolute ſtrangers), eſpe- 
cialiy if we confider that a gentleman in their 


neighbourhood, who was nephew to the fore- 


man, and nearly related to ſome of the reſt of 
their number, forfeited a conſiderable eſtate by 
their deciſion. ; 

This verdict (ſaid the parſon) gave the higheſt 
ſatisfaction to all impartial perſons that were 
within reach of being duly informed of their pro— 
ceedings, and of the different genius and conduct 
of the parties engaged in the conteſt; but more 
eſpecially to ſuch as were in court (as I was) at 
the traal, and had an opportunity of obſerving 
the characters and behaviour of the perſons who 
appeared there to give evidence. Fo ſuch it 
was very apparent, that all the witneſſes produced 
there on the part of the uncle, were either his 
tenants, dependants, pot-companions, or perſons 
{ſome way or other intereſted in the iſſue of the 
ſuit, and remarkable for a low kind of cunning : 
that many of them were perſons of profligate 
lives, who deſerved no credit : that (independent 
of the levity of their characters) thoſe of them 
who went under the denomination of coloncls 
(colonel L—fts alone excepted, who had nothing 
to ſay, and was only brought there in order to 
give credit to that party), made fo ridiculous a 
figure, and gave ſo abſurd, contradictory, and in- 
conſiſtent an evidence, as no court or jury could 
give the leaſt degree of credit to. On the other 
hand, it was obſerved, that the nephew and Mr. 
M—r his chief manager (being abſolute ſtrang- 
ers in that conntry, and unacquainted with the 
characters of the perſons they had to deal with), 
were obliged to lay before the court and jury ſuch 
evidence as came to their hand, ſome of whom 
plainly appeared to have been put upon them by 
their adverſaries, with a deſign to hurt.—-It was 
alſo manifeſt, that the witneſſes produced for 
Mr. A—y were ſuch as could have na manner 


4 
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ef connexion with him, nor any dependance 
 whotſoever upon him, to influence their evidence; 
for the far greateſt part of them had never ſeen 


him from his infancy, till the trial began; and 


many of them (though poor and undignifted with 
the title of colonels) were people of unblemiſhed 


character, of great ſimplicity, and ſuch as no man 


in his ſenſes would pitch upon to ſupport a bad 
cauſe, — It 1s plain that the jury (whoſe well- 
known honour, impartiality, and penetration 
muſt be revered by all who are acquainted with 
them) were not under the leaſt difficulty about 
their verdict; for they were not incloſed above 
half an hour, when they returned with it 
Theſe gentlemen could not help obſerving the 
great inequality of the parties engaged, the great 
advantages that the uncle had in every other re- 
ſpect (except the truth and juſtice of his caſe) 
over the nephew, by means of his vaſt poſlet- 
nons, and of his power and influence all round 
the place of his birth; nor could the contraſt he- 
4ween the different geniuſes of the two parties 
eſcape their obſervation. — They could not but 
ſce and concluded, that a perſon who had con- 
feſſedly tranſported and fold his orphan nephew 
into flavery, who on his return, had carried on 
ſo unwarrantable and cruel a proſecution to take 
away his life, under colour of law, and who had 
alſo given ſuch glaring proofs of his {kill and, dex» 
terity in the management of witneſſes for that 
crucl purpoſe, was in like manner capable of ex- 
erting the ſame happy talent on this occaſion, 
when his all was at ſtake; more efpecially, as he 
had fo many others who were equally intereſted 
with himfelf, and whoſe abilities, in that reſpect, 
fell nothing ſhort of his own, to ſecond him in 
it. The gentlemen of the jury had alſo a near 
view of the manner in which the witnefies deli- 
vered their teſtimonies, and had from thence an 
opportunity of obſerving many circumſtances 
aud diſtinguiſhing characteriſties of truth and 
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fal ſhood, from which a great deal could be ga. 
thered, that could not be adequately conveyea 
by any printed account, how exact toever ; con- 
ſequently, they muſt have been much better! 
judges of the evidence on which they founded 
their verdict, than any perfon, who had not the 


{ame opportunity, can poſſibly be. 

Theſe, Mr. Pickle, were my reflections on 
what I had occahon to obſerve concerning that 
famous trial ; and on my return to England twy 
years after, I could not help pitying the ſelf-{uf- 
ficiency of ſome people, who, at this diſtance, 
pretended to paſs their judgment on that verdict 
with as great poſitiveneſs, as if they had been in 
the ſecrcts of the cauſe, or upon the jury who 
tried it; and-that from no better authority, than 
the declamations of lord An—a's emitlarics, and 
ſome fallified printed accounts, artfully cooked 
up, on purpoſe to miſlead and deceive. 

But to return from this digreſſion; lord A—a, 
the defendant in that cauſe, was ſo conicious of 
the ſtrength and merits of his injured nephew's 

caſe, and that a verdict would go againſt him, 
that he ordered a writ of error to be made oui 
before the trial was ended; and rhe verdict was 
no ſooner given, than he immediately lodged it, 
though he well knew he had no manner ot error 
to aſſign. This expedient was practiſed merely 
for vexation and delay, in order to keep Mr. 
Ay from the poſſeſſion of the ſmall eſtare he had 
recovered by the verdict ; that, his flender funds 
being exhauſted, he might be deprived of other 
means to proſecute his right; and, by the molt 
appreſſive contrivances and ſcandalous chicanery, 
it has been kept up to this day, without his being 
able to aſſign the leaſt ſhadow of any error. 


Lord A a was not the only antagoniſt 
that Mr. A —y had to deal with; all the dif- 
frrent branches of the A — a family, who had 


heen worrying one another at law ever fince tlic 
death of the late earl of A——a about the par- 
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tition of his great eſtate, were now firmly united 
in an eflociation againſt this unfortunate gentle» 
man; mutual deeds were executed among them, 


. by which many great Jordſhips and eſtates were 
given up by the uncle to perioas who had no 
right to poſteſs them, m order to engage them to 


* 
4 


ide with him againſt his nephew, in with-holding 
the unjuſt poſſeiſton of the remainder. 


Thee confederates having held teveral conſuls 
tations againſt their common enemy, and finding 


that his cauſe gathered daily firength ſince the 


trial, by the acceſſion of many witneſſes of figure 


| and reputation, who had not been heard of before; 


and that the only chance they had to prevent the: 
ſpeedy cltablithment of his right, and their own 
defiruction, was by ſtrippins MygM—r of the 
little money that yet rematacd, #d ſtopping all 
turther reſources whereby he might be enabled to. 
proceed; they, therefore, came to a determined 
reſolution to carry that hopeful ſcheme into exe- 
cation; and, in purſuance thereof, they have left 
ro exp<dient or ſhatagem, how extraordinary or 
ſcandalous ſoever, unpractiſed, to diſtreſs Mr. 
A — ad that gentleman. For that end, all 
the oppieſhve arts and dilatory expenſive con- 
trivances that the fertile invention of the loweſt 
pettifoggers of the law could pollibly deviſe, have 
with great dexterity been played off againſt them 
in fruitlets quibbling, and malicious fuits, in- 
tirely foreign to the merits of the cauſe. Not to 
mention numberlefs other acts of oppreiltion, the 
moſt extraordinary and unprecedented proceed- 
ings, by means whereof this ſham writ of error 
hath been kept on foot ever ſince November 1743, 


i; to me (ſaid the doctor) a moſt flagrant inſtance, 
not only of the prevalency of power and money, 


(when employed, as in the preſent cafe, againſt 
an unfortunate, helpleſs man, diiablet, as he is, 
of the means of aſcertaining his right) but of the 
badneſs of a cauſe, that hath recourſe to to many 
iaiquitous expedients to ſupport it. 
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In a word, the whole conduct of lord A-—q 
and his party from the beginning to this time, 
Harh been ſuch, as ſuiticiently manifeſts that it 
could proceed from no other motives than a con- 
ſciouſneis of Mr. A—-y's right, and of their own 
illegal uſurpations, and from a terror of truſting 
the merits of their caſe to a fair diſcuſſion by the 
laws of their country : and that the intention and 
main drift of all their proceedings plainly tends to 
ſtifle and {mother the merits of the caſe. from the 


knowledge of the world, by opprefiive arts and 8 12 
ingenious delays, rather than truſt it to the the 
candid determination of an honeſt jury. What PÞ of 
elie could be the motives of kidnapping the by 
claimant, and tranſporting him when an iatanr!. Jm 
of the various attempts made upon his life fince Pie 
his return? of the attempts to diveſt him of all be 
ailiſtance to aſcertain his right, by endeavouring pl: 
io ſolicitouſly to prevail on Mr. Mr to abandon fa 
him in the beginning? of retaining an army of n 
counſel, before any ſuit had been commenced ? fu 
of the many finifter attempts to prevent the trial wo 
at bar? of the various arts made uſe of to terri— ad 
iy any one from appearing as witneſs for the le. 
claimant, and to ſeduce thoſe who had appeared? ho 
of the thamelets, unprecedented, low tricks now 1 
practiſed, to keep him out of the poſſeſſion of that le 
eſtate tor which he had obtained the verdict, there- (1 
by to diſable him from bringing his cauſe to a 1 
further hearing; and of the attempts made to buy la 


up Mr. M 's dehts, and to ſpirit up ſuits 
againſt him? Is it not obvious from all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, as well as from the obſtructions they 
have given to the attorney-general's proceeding, 
to make a report to his mayeſty, on the claimant's 
petition to the king for the pecrage, which was re- 
ferred by his majeſty to that gentleman, ſo far back 
as 1743; that all their efforts are bent to that 
one point of ſtifling, rather than ſuffering the me- 
rits of this cauſe to come to a fair and candlid ; 
hearing; and that the ſole conſideration at pre- ; 
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he ſhall or ſhall not find money to bring this 
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ſent between them and this unfortunate man is 
not whether he 1s right or wrong, but whether 


cauſe to a final determination. 


Lord Aa and his confederates, not thin ing 


7 themſelves ſafe with all theſe expedicnts, whale 


there was a poſiibihty of theit autagoniti's ob» 
taining any alliſtance from ſuch. as hun Nanty, 
compatſion; genetolity, or a love of juſticc might 
induce to lay open their purſes to his : afliſtance, 
in aſcertaining his right, have, by the: nic Ives and 
their numerous emiliaries, employed all the arts 


of ng, ſlander, and neee againſt him, 


pieces, 


by traducing his cauſe, vitifying his 5 rſon, and 
moſt baſely and cruelly tearing his character to 
by a thouland miſrepreſentations, pur- 
poſely invented and induſtri: uſly propagated in all 
places of reſort, wich 16 a kind of cow ardly aſ- 


ſaſſination that there | is no guarding againſt: yet, 
in ſpite of all thete machinations; and the ſhame- 
ful indifference of mankind, who ſtand :zloof 


unconcerned, and fee this unbapp y- gentleman 
moſt inhumanly oppreſſed by the weigitt of laws 
leſs power and faction, M far rom jufler- 
ing himſelf to be dejected by the multiplying 

difliculties that crowd upon him, flill exerts him- 
ſelf with amazing fortitude and afliduity, and will 
(doubt not) bring the affair he began and car- 
ricd on with ſo much ſpirir, while his finances 
laſted, to an happy concluſion. 

It would exceed the bounds of my inten: ion, 
and perhaps tieſpaſs too much upon your time, 
were I to enumerate the low artifices and ſhamèe- 
ful quibbles, by which the uſurper has found 
means to procraſtinate the deciſion of the conteſt 
between him and his haplcts nephew, or to give a 
detail of the damage and per blcxity, which Mr. 
M— has ſuſtained and been involved in, by the 
treachery and ingratitude of {ſome who liſted them- 
telves under him in tac proſecution of this affair, 
and by the villainy of others, who, under various 
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pretences of material diſcoveries they had t; ne h 
make, &c. had faſtened themſelves upon hin, info 
and continued to do all the miſchief in cher diat- 
power, until the cloven foot was detected. his 


One inſtance, however, is ſo flagrantly flagj. doin 
tious, that J cannot reſiſt the inclination I feelto erde 
relate it, as an example of the molt infernal per. gH— 
fidy that perhaps ever entered the human hear; miſe 
] have already mentioned the part which H- PP" 
acted in the beginning of M—'s connexion with 198© 
the unfortunare ſtranger, and hinted that the“ ben. 
ſaid H n lay under many obligations to that ea 
gentleman, before Mr. A—y's arrival in England. Any 
He had been chief agent to Lord A y, and, 23 
it afterwards appeared, received ſeveral payments Þ 
of a ſecret penſion which that lord enjoyed, fur 
which he either could not, nor would not account, Þ 
His lordſhip therefore, in order to compel hin 


to it, took out writs againſt him, and his houk Þ 


was continually furrounded with catchpolcs fer rea! 
the ſpace of two whole years. | | [ 
Mr. M believing, from H—n's own ac+ : oth 
count of the matter, that the poor man vis 4d 
greatly injured, and proſecuted on account of his Þ 7s 
attachment to the unhappy young gentleman, “ 11 
did him all the good offices in his power, and Þ haf 
became ſecurity for him on ſeveral occaſions: W 
nay, fuch was his opinion of his integrity, that“ 7 5 
after Mr. A y was cleared of the proſecution} the 
carried on againſt him by his uncle, his perſon] Ler 
was truſted to the care of this hypocrite, who u 
qeſired t3iat the young gentleman might lodge at 3 me 
his houfe for the convenience of air, M 5 he 
own occaſions calling him often into the coun-| =— 
dr vi 8 
"Having thus, by his conſummate diſſimula- © 
tron, acquired ſuch a valuable charge, he wrote 2 FI 


letter to one of lord A—y's attornies, offering to © 
betray Mr. An—ey; provided his lordſhip would e 
1i-ttle his account and give him a diſcharge for. 
eight hundred pounds of the penhon, which? 
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nie had reccived and not accounted for. Mr. M— 
= . 2 
informed of this treacherous propoſal, imme— 


diately removed his lodger from his houſe into 


his own, without aſſigning his reaſons for 0 
doing until he was obliged to declare it, in 
order to free himſelf from the importunities of 


per H-n, who earneſtly folicited his return. This 


miſcreant finding himſelf detected and diſap— 
pointed in his villainous deſign, was ſo much en- 
raged at his miſcarriage, that, forgetting all the 
the“ 3 e ; 
years, he practited all rhe miſchief that his ma- 
lice could contrive againſt him; and at length 


5 


benefits he had received from M— for a feries of 


entered into a confederacy with one G—tr—y, 
and ſeveral other abandoned wretches, who, as 
f,r before ſaid, undcr Various pretences of being able 
to make material diſcoveries, and otherwiſe to 


unt. ©: 
hin {erve the cauſe, had found means to be employed 
wb ; in ſome extra-buſineſs relating to it, tho' their 
fer real intention was to betray the claumnant, 

© Theſe confederatcs, in conjunction with ſome 
5 other auxiliaries of infamous character, being in- 
vez] formed that Mr. M—r was on the point of ſecu- 
his ing a conſiderable ſum, to enable bim to proſe- 
an, cute Mr. An y's right, and to bring it to a 
and Pappy conclubon, contrived a decp-laid ſcheme 
no: to dijappoint him in it, and at once to ruin the 
hat] cauſe. And previous meaſures being taken for 
nal that wicked purpoſe, they impoſed upon the young 
ſon] gentleman's inexperience and credulity, by 3aft- 
cho! nuations equally. falſe, plauſihle, and malicious: 
at to which they at length gained his belief, by the 
; mention of ſome circumſtances that gave what 
on- they alledged an air of probability, and even of 
truth. They ſwore that Mr. M -- had taken 
Ha- Lut an action againſt him for a very large ſum of 
e a2 money; that they had actually ſeen Lac writ ; 
„to tat the intention of It was to throw him into 
uid] priſon for life, and ruin his cauſe, in confequence 
for of an agreement made by him with lord A—ey, 
ich and his other enemies, to retrieve the money that 


2 tc had laid out in the cauſe, 
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This plauſible tale was enforced with ſuch an 
air of truth, candour, and carneſt concern for his 
ſafety, and was ftrengthened by ſo many impre— 
cations, and corroborating circumſtances of their 
invention, as would have ſtaggercd one of much 
greater experience, and knowledge of mankind, 
than Mr, A—eyv could be ſuppoſed at that time. 
The notion of perpctual impriſonment, and the 
eertala ruin they made him helicve his cauſe was 
threatened with, worked upon Ins imagination to 
fuch a degree, that he ſullcred himſelf to be led 
like a lamb to the flaughter, by this arttul band 
of villains; who ſecured him at the lodgings of 
one Pr—nt—ce, an intimate of G-—-y's for 
ſeveral days, under colour of his being hunted 
by bail:is employed by Mr. M-—, where he was 
Dot only obliged by them to change his name, 
but eveu his wife was not iuilered to have acceſs 
to him, 

Their deſign was to have fold him, or drawn 
him into a rwnous compromiſe with his adverſa- 
ries, for a valuable conſideration to themſelves. 
But as no ties are binding amongſt ſuch a knot of 
villains, the reſt of the conſpirators were jockicd 
by G—ſt—ey ; who, in order to monopolize the 
advantage to himſelf, hurried his prize into the 
country, and ſecreted him even from his confe— 
derates, in a place of conccalment one hundred 
miles from London, under the ſame ridiculous 
pretence of M 
againſt him, and of bailiffs being in purſuit of 
him every where round London. 


He was no ſooner there than G—ſt—ey, as a 


previous {tep. to the other villainy he intended, 
tricked him out of a bond for fix thoutand pounds 
under colour of his having a perion ready to ad- 


yance the like ſum upon it, as an immediate fund 


for carryins on his cauſe; aſſuring him, at the 
ſame time, that he had a ſet of gentlemen ready, 
who were willing to advance twenty-five thou- 
ſand pounds more tor:the ſame purpoſe, aud to 
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allow him five hundred pounds a year for his 
maintenance, "till his cauſe ſhould be made an 
end of, provided that Mr. M— ſhould have no 
further concern with him or his cauſe. 

Mr. A--cy, having by this time received ſome 

intimations of the deceit that had been put upon 
him, made anſwer, that he ſhould look upon 
himſelf as a very ungrateful monſter, indeed, if 
ne deſerted a perſon who had ſaved his life, and 
jo generouſly ventured his own, together with 
nis fortane, in his cauſe, until he ſhould firſt be 
certain of the truth of what was alledged of him, 
and abſolutely rejected the propofal. 'G—ſt—ey, 
who had no other view in making it than to 
cover the ſecret villainy he meditated againſt him, 
and to facilitate the execntion therefore, caſily re- 
ceded from it, when he found Mr. A ev ſo 
averſe to it, and undertook neverthelcfs to raite 
the money; adding that he might, if he pleaſed, 
return to Mr. M whenever it was ſecured. 
The whole drift of his pretended undertaking to 
raiſe the twenty-tive thouſand pounds, was only 
to lay a foundation for a dextrous contrivance 
to draw Mr. A—cy unwarily into the execution 
of a deed, relinquiſhing all his right and title, 
under a notion of its being a deed to ſecure the 
repayment of that ſum. 
G—it—ey having, as he imagined, ſo far 
paved the way for the execution of ſuch a deed, 
enters into an agreement with an agent, em- 
ployed for that purpoſe by Mr. A—ey' s adver- 
laries, purporting, that in conſideration of tha 
payment o: a bond for ſix thouſand pounds, which 
he, 8 had, as he pretented, laid out 
in Mr. A—ey' s cauic, and of an annuity of ſeven 
hundred pounds a year, he was to procure for 
them from Mr. A=-ey a deed ready executed, 
relinquiſhing all right and title to the An—ev 
citite and honours. Every thing being prepared 
for the execution of this infernal ſcheme, un- 
known to Mr, Am—Cy, G—ſt-=cy then thought 
Vor. III. MI | 
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Proper to ſend for him to town from his retire. 
ment, in order, as he pretended, to exccutc a 
1ecurity of twenty-five thouſand pounds. 

This intended victim to that villain's avarice 
no ſooner arrived in town, full of hopes of money 
to carry on his cauſe, and of agrecably ſurpriſing 
His friend and protector Mr. M with to ſea- 
ſonable and unexpected a reinforcement, than 
an unforeſeen difficulty aroſe, concerning the pay- 
ment of G—ſt—ey's ſix thouſand pound bond, 
hat money was to have been raiſed out of the 
eſtate of a lunatic, which could not be donc 
without the leave of the Court of Chancery, tv 
whom an account muſt have been given of the 
intended application of it. While preparations 
were making to rectify this omitiion, G—ſt—ey 
immediately carried Mr. A—ey again into the 
country, leſt he ſhould happen to be undeceived 
by ſome means or other, 

In the mean time, this wicked machination 


was providentially diſcovered by Mr. M—r, be- 


fore 1t could be carried into execution, by means 
of the jealouſies that aroſe among the conſpira- 
tors themſelves ; and was, at the fame time, con- 
armed to him by a perſon whom the very agent 
Jor the An--—ey party had entrufted with the 
tecret. Mr no ſooner retracted it, than he com- 
municated his diſcovery to one of Mr. Ay“ 
counſel, a man of great worth; and immediate- 
iy thereupon took proper meaſures to defeat 
it. He then found mcans to lay open to Nr. 
A—ey himiclf, the treacherous ſcheme that was 
2aid for his deſtruction : he was highly ſenſible of 
it: and could never afterwards reflect on the 
mare that he had ſo unwarily been drawn into, 
and had ſo narrowly eicaped, without a mixture 
of horror, ſhame, and gratitude to his delivercr. 
The conſummate afſurance of the monſters 
who were engaged in this plot, after they had 
yeen detected, and upbraided with their treachery 
x3 icarce to be paralleled ; for they not only 
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orrned the fact of ſpititing Mr, A—ey away, in 
the manner above mentioned, but juſtified their 
doing it as tending to his ſervice. They alfo 
maintained, that they had actually ſecured the 
twenty-ſive thoufand pound for him, tho' they 
never could name any one PErign who was to 
have advanced the money. No man was more 
ative in this ſcheme than H—n ; nor any man 
more ſolieſtous to keep Mr. Ag ey up in the 
felſe impreſlions he had reccived, or in projecting 
methods to ruin his protector, chan he. 

Among many other expedients for that pur- 
poſe, a moſt malicious attempt was made to 
lodge an information againſt him, for tĩcafonable 
Practices, with the ſor etary of ſtate, notwith- 

ſtanding the repeated proofs he had given of his 
hos os wad as a preparatory. fiep to his accu— 
ſation, a letter, which this traitor dictated, was 
c picd! by 1 zer perſo n, and actually ſent ro the 
carl of Cad iy ting, that the perſon who 
8 the letter had an 1{Tair of conſequence to 
rommunicate to his lordſhip, it he would ap- 
point a time of receiving the information. Fut 
that per fon upon full co avickion of the vill: ainy of 
the ſcheme, abſolutely refuicd to proceed further 
in it; io that his malice ence more proved abor- 
tive; and before he had time to execute any 
other contrivance of the {fame nature, he was im- 
priſoned in this very jail for debt. 

Here, finding his creditors inexorable, and 
himſelf diſtitute oi all other reſource, he made 
application to the very man whom he had injured 
in ſuch an outrageous manner, tet forth his de- 
plorable caſe in the moſt 5 terms, and in- 
treated him, with the moſt abject bumil ty, to 
ue his influence in his behalf. The diſtreſs of 
this vatlet immediately difarmed M———r of his 
reſentment, and cven excited his compaſtion, 
Vithout ſending any anſwer to his remon= 
{ttances, he interceded for him with his eredi— 
tors; and the Penn to whom he was chiefly in» 
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debted, refuſing to releaſe him without ſecurity, 
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this unwearied benefactor joined with the pri- 
ſoner in a bond for above two hundred and forty 
pounds, for which he obtained his releaſe. 

He was no ſooner diſcharged, however, than 
he entered into freſh combinations with G y 
and others, in order to thwart his deliverer in his 
ſchemes of railing money, and otherwiſe to dif- 
treſs and deprive him of liberty ; for which pur- 
poſe, no art or induſtry (perjury not excepted ) 
hath been ſpared. And, what is ſtill more ex- 
traordinary, this perſidious monſter baving found 


money to take up the bond, in conſequence of 


which he regained his freedom, hath procured a 
writ againſt M r, upon that very obligation ; 
and taken aſlignments to ſome other debts of that 
gentleman, with the ſame chriſtian intention. 
But, hitherto, he hath by ſurpriſing ſagacity 
and unſhaken reſolution, baflled all their internal 
contrivances, and retorted ſome of their machi- 
nations on their own heads. At this time, 
when he is ſuppoſed by ſome, andrepreſcnted by 
others, as under the circumſtances of oblivion 
and deſpondence, he proceeds in his deſign with 
the utmoſt calmneſs and intrepidity, meditating 
ſchemes, and ripening meaſures, that will onc 
day confound his enemies, and attract the nctice 
and admiration of mankind.” 

Peregrine, having thanked the prieſt for his 
obliging information, expreiled his furprite at the 
ſcandalous inattention of the world to an aſſair of 
ſcuh importance: obſerving, that, by ſuch in- 
human neglect, this unfortunate young gentlc- 
man, Mr. A—ey, was ablolutey deprived of all 


the bencſit of ſociety; the ſole end of which is, 
to protect the rights, redreſs the grievances, and 


promote the happineſs of individuals. As for 
the character of Mr, he ſaid it was ſo roman- 
tically ſingular in all its circumſtances that, tho' 
other motives were wanting, curioſity alone 
would induce him to ſeck his acquaintance: but 
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he did not at all wonder at the ungrateful returns 
which had been made to his generoſity by H—n 
and many others, whom he had ſerved in a man- 
ner that few, beſides himſelf, would have done; 
for he had been long convinced of the truth 
conveyed in theſe lines of a celebrated Italian 
author : 


Li beneficii, che per la log grandezza, non 
pronno offer guiderdonati, con la fcelerata moneta 
dell ingratitudine, ſono pagali. | 


„The ſtory which you have related of that 
young gentleman (ſaid he) bears a very ſtrong 
reiemblance to the fate of a Spaniſh nobleman, 
as it was communicated io me by one of his own 
intimate friends at Paris. The counteſs d' Al- 
varez died immediately aſter the birth of a fon, 
and the huſband ſurviving her but three years, 
the child was left fole heir to his honours. and 


«ſtate, under the guardianſhip of his uncle, who 


had a ſmall fortune and a great many children. 
This inhuman relation, coveting the wealth of 
his infant ward, formed a deſign againſt the life 
of the helpleſs orphan, and truſted the execution 
of it to his valet de chambre, who was tempted 
to undertake the murder by the promiſe of a con- 
ſiderable reward. He accordingly ſtabbed the 


boy with a knife, in three defferent places, on 


the right fide of his neck: but, as he was not 


uſed to ſuch barbarous attempts, his hand failed 


in the performance; and he was ſeized with ſuch 


remorſe, that, perceiving the wounds were not. 


mortal, he carried the hapleſs victim to the houſe 
of a furgeon, by whoſe care they were healed : 
and in the mean time, that he night not forfeit 
his recompence, found means to perſuade his 
employer, that his orders were performed. A 
bundle being made up for the purpoſe, was pub— 
lickly interred as the body of the child, who was 
faid to have been ſuddenly carried whey a con- 
b) 
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vulſion ; and the uncle, without oppoſition, ſuc- 
ceeded to his honours and eſtate, The boy being 
cured of his hurts, was; about the age of fix, 


delivered, with 4 ſmall ſum of money, to a mer- 


chant juſt embarking for Tuikey ; who was given 
to underſtand, that he was the baſtard of a man 
of quality: and that, for ſamily reaſons, it was 
neceſlary to conceal his birth. 

Whlyle the unfortunate orphan remained in 
this deplorable ſtate of boimlage, all the childreu 
of the uſurper died one after another; and Le 
himſelf being taken dangerouſly ill, attributed all 
his afflictions to the juſt judgment of God, and 
communicate his anxicty on that ſubject to the 
valet de chambre, who bad been employed in the 
murder of his nephew. That domeſtic, in order 
to quiet his maſter's conſcience, and calm the 
perturbation of his ſpirits, confeiled what he had 
done, and gave lum hopes of ſtill tinding the 
boy, by dint of induſtry and expence. Thie 
unhappy child being the only hope of the family 
of Alvarez, the uncle immediately ordered a mi- 
nute inquiry to be ſet on foot; in con fequence of 
which he was informed, that the orphan had 
been fold to a Turk, who had afterwards tranſ- 
lerred him to an Engliſh merchant, by whom 
lic was conveyed to London. Eg 

An expreſs was immediately diſpatched to this 
capital, where he underſtood that the unhappy 
exile had, in conſideration of his feithful ſer— 
vices, been bound apprentice to.a French barbcr 
ſurgeon ; and after he had ſufficiently qualified 
himſelf in that profeition, been received into the 
family of, the count de Gallas, at that time the 
emperor's embaſſador at the court of London. 
From the houſe of this nobleman he was traced. 
into the ſervice of count d'Oberſtorf, where hg 
had married his lady's chamber-maid, and then 
gone to {ettle as a ſurgeon in Bohemia. 

In the courſe of thete enquiries, leveral years 


elapſed; his uncle, who was very much, attached. 
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to the houſe of Auſtria, lived at Barcelona, when 
the father of this empreſs queen reſided in that 
city, and lent him a very conſiderable ſum ot 
money in the moſt preſling emergency of his af- 
fairs 3 and when that prince was on the point of 
returning to Germany, the old count finding 
his end approaching, ſent his father conſeſſor to 


bis majeſty, with a circumſtantial account of the: 


barbarity he had practiſed again his nephew, 
for which he unplored forgiveneſs, and bergetl 
he would give orders, that the orphan, when 
ſound, ſhould inherit the dipnitics and fortune 
which he had unjuſtly uſurped. 

His majeſty atſured the old man, that he riot 
make himſelf caty on that ſcore, and ordered the 
conteflor to follow him to Vienna, unmediatcly 
aſter the count's death, in order ro alliſt his en- 
deavours in finding out the injured heir. The 
prieſt did not fail to yield obedience to this come 
mand: he informed himſelf of certain natural 
marks on the young count's body, which were 
known to the nurſe and women who attended 
him in his infancy; and with a gentleman 
whom the emperor ordcred to accompany him, 
ſet out for Bohemia, where he ſoon found the 
object of his enquiry, in the capacity of major 
domo to a nobleman of that country, he ha- 
ving quitted his profcilion of ſurgery for that. 
ottice. | 

He was not a little ſurpriſed, when he ſound 
himſelf circumſtantially catechiſed about the par- 


ticulars of his life, by perions commitlioned for 


that purpoſe by the emperor. He told them, 
that he was ablolutely ignorant of his own birth, 
though he had been informed, during his ref- 
dence in 'Furkey, that he was the baſtard of a 
Spaniſh grandee, and gave them a minute detail 
of the pilgrimage he had un dergone, This in- 
formation agrecing with the intelligence which 
the prieſt had alrcady received, and being corro— 
borated by the marks upon his body, and the 
AM 4 


j 


243 THE ADVENTURES OF 


very ſcars of the wounds which had been inflicte 
upon him in his 1nfancy, the conteflor, without 
further heſitation, ſaluted him by the name of 
count d' Alvarez, grandee of Spain, and explain- 
ed the whole myſtery of his fortune. | 

If he was agreeably amazed at this explana- 
tion, the caſe was otherwiſe with his wife, who 
thought herfelf in great danger of being aban- 
doned by an huſband of ſuch high rank; but Ic 
immediately diſpelled her apprehenſion, by al- 


ſuring her, that has ſhe had ſhared in his ad- 


verſity, ſhe ſhould alſo partake of his good fortune. 
He {ct out immediately for Vienna, to make his 
acknowledgments to the emperor, who favourcd 
him with a very gracious reception, promiſed to 
uſe his influence, ſo that he might enjoy the ho— 
nours and eſtate of his family; and in the mean 
time, acknowledged himſelf his debtor for four 
hundred thoujand florins, which he had borrow- 
ed from his uncle. He threw himſelf at the feet 
of his auguſt protector, expreſſed the molt 
grateful ſenſe of his goodneſs, and begged he 
might be permitted to ſettle 1a ſome of his impe- 
rial majeſty's dominions. | 
This requeit was immediately granted; he was 
allowed to purchaſe Jand in any part of the he- 
reditary dominions of the houſe of Auſtria, to the 
amount of the ſum I have mentioned; and made 
choice of the country of Ratibor in Sileſia, 
where, in all probability, he {till refides.” 
Peregrine had ſcarce finiſhed this narrative, 
when he perceived Mr. M r ſlip ſomething 
into the hand of the young man with whom he 
had been converſing at the other end of the room, 
and riſe up from the table in order to take his 
leave. He at once underſtood the meaning of 
this conveyance, and longed for an opportunity 


to be acquainted with ſuch a rare inſtance of pri- 


mitive benevolence ; but the conſciouſneſs of his 
preſent ſituation hindered him from making any 
advance, that might be conſtrued into forwards 
nels or preſumption, 
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E AF. XCVIII. 


He is ſurpriſed with the appearance of Hatehway 
and Pipes, who take up their habitation in his 
neighbourhoo, contrary to his inclination and 
expreſs defire. | | 


RENE now regularly initiated in the myſ- 
0 tcrics of the Fleet, and reconciled in ſome 
meaſure to the cuſtoms of the place, he began 
to bear the edge of reflection without wineing; 
and thinking it would be highly imprudent in him 
to defer any longer, the purpoſes by which only 
he could enjoy auy caſe and ſatisfaction in his 
confinement, he feſolved ro reſnme his taſk 9: 
tranſlating, and every week compoſe an orcas 
fional paper, by way of revenge upon the mini- 
ſter, àagainſt whom he had denounced cterna! 
war. With this view he locked Jumicif up in 
his chamber, and went to work with great ea- 
gerneſs and application; when he was interrupt 
ed by a tichet porter, who, putting a letter in 
his hand, vaniſhed in a moment, before he. had 
time to peruſe the contents. 

Our hero, opening the billet, was not a _hittle» 
ſurpiiſed to find a bank note for fifty pounds, 
incloſcd in a blank ſheet of paper; and having 
exercifed his memory and penetration on the 
ſabict of.this unexpected windfal, had juſt con- 
cluded, that it could come from no other than: 
the lady who had fo kindly vitited him a few 
days before, when his ears were tuddenly inva- 
ded by the well-known ſound of that whiſtle 
which always hung about the neck of Pipes, as 
a memortal of his former occupation. This tunc 
being performed, he heard the noiſe of a wood: 
leg afccnding the ſtair : upon which he opened 


| iis door, and beheld his friend Hatchway, witty 


his old ſhip-mate at his back, 
| NM 5 
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After a cordial ſhake of the hand, with the 
uſual ſalutation of“ What cheer, couſin Pickle /” 


and caſting his eyes around the apartment, “split 
my topſtay-fail (ſaid he, with an arch ſheer), 
you have got into a ſnug birth, couſin. Here 
you may fit all weathers, without being turned 
out to take your watch, and no fear of the ſhip's 
dragging her anchor. You ha'n't much room 
to ſpare, tis true: an' I had known as how you 
itowed ſo cloſe, Tom ſhou!d have flung my 
own hammock for you, and then you mought 
have knocked down this great lubberly hurricane 
houſe. But, mayhap, you turn in double, and 
ſo you don't chute to truſt yourſelf and your doxy 
to a clue and canvaſs.” 72 

Pickle bore his jokes with great good-humour, 
rallied him in his turn about the dairy-maid at 
the garriſop, enquiring about his friends in the 
country, aſked if he had been to viſit his niece, 
and, finaiiy, expreſſed a deſue of knowing the 
cauſe of his journey to London. The licute— 
nant ſat is ſied his curioſity in all theſe particulars; 
and in anſwer to the laſt queſtion, obſerved, that 
from the information of Vrpes, underſtanding he 
was land-locked, hc had come from the coun- 
try in order to tow him into the oſſing. 1 
know not how the wind fits (ſaid he), but if fo 
be, as three thouſand pounds will bring you 
clear of the cape, ſay the word, and you than't 
l'e wind-bound another glaſs, for want of the 
money.” 

This was an offer which few people, in our 
hero's ſituation, would have altogether refuſed; 
eſpecially, as he had all the reaſon in the world 
to believe, that, far from being a vain, unmean- 
ing compliment, it was the genuine tribute of 
friend{hip, which the lieutenant would have wil- 
lingly, ay and with pleature, paid. Nevertheleſs, 
Peregrine peremptorily refuſed his aſſiſtance, tho' 
not without exprefling himſelf in terms of ac- 


honeſt Jack ſeated himſelf without ceremony; 


— 
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knowledgment ſuitable to the oe ti n. He told 
him it would he time enough to make uſe of his 
generolity, when he ſhould find himſelf deſtitute 
of all other reſource. Jack employed all his 
rhetoric, with a view of perſuading him te 
take this opportunity to procure his own en- 
largement; and finding his arguments ine ſſec- 
tual, inſiſted upon his accepting an immediate 
ſupply for his neceſſary occations ; ſwearing with 
great vehemence that he would never return to 
the garriſon, unleſs he would put him upon the 
footing of any other tenant, and receive his rent 
accordingly. 

Our young gentleman as poſitively ſwore, that 
he never would conſider him in that light ; re- 
monſtrating, that he had long ago ſettled the 
houſe upon him for life, as a pledge of his own 
eſteem, as well as in conformity with the commo- 
dore's defire; and beſeeching him to return to 
his uſual avocations, proteſted that, if ever his 
ſituation ſhould ſubject him to the necellity of 
borrowing from his fricnds, 'Mr. Hatchway 
ſhould he the firſt man to whom he would apply 
himſelf for ſuccour. To convince him that this 
was not the caſe at preſent, he produced the 
bank-note which he had received in the letter, 
together with his own ready money ; and men- 
tioned ſome other funds, which hc invented ex- 
tempore, in order to amuſe the lieutenant's con- 
cern. In the cloſe of this expoſtulation, he de- 
ſired Pipes to conduct Mr. Hatchway to the 
coftec-houſe, where he might entertain himſelf 
with the news-papers for half an hour; during 
which he would put on his cloaths, and beſpeak 
ſomething for dinner, that they might enjoy each 
other's company, as long as his occaſions would 
permit him to ſtay in that place. 

The two ſailors were no ſooner gone, than 
he took up the pen, and wrote the following let— 


ter, in which he incloſed the bank-note, to his 


generous benefactreis ; 
M 6 
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Manam, 
OUR humanity is not more ingenious than 


| Poſe upon me by an act of gencroſity, which no 
pcrion upon earth, but your ladyſhip is capable 
of committing. Tho' your name was not tub- 
ſcribed on the paper, your ſentiments were fully 
diſplayed zn the contents, which I muit beg leave 
to reitore, with the ſame ſenfe of gratitude, and 
for the fame reaſons I expreſted, when laſt I had 
the honour to converſe with you upon this ſub- 
zeet. Tho' I am deprived of my liberty, by the 
villainy and ingratitude of mankind, I am not 
yet deititute of the other conveniencies of life; 
aud, therefore, beg to be excutcd for incurring 
an unneceſſary addition to that load of obligation 
you have already laid upon, 
Madam, 
Your ladyſhip's molt devoted, 
Humble ſervant, 


Having dreſſed himſelf, and repaired to the 
Place of appointment, he diſpatched this epiſtle 
by the hands of Pipes, who was ordered to leave 
it at her ladyſhip's houſe, without ſtaying for an 
anſwer; and in the mean time gave directions 
or dinner, which he and his friend Hatchway 
cat very cheerſully in his own apartment, after 
he had entertained him with a fight of ail the 
curioſities in the. place. During their repaſt, 
fack repeated bis kind offers to our adventurer, 
wa declined them with his former obſtinacy, 
and beeged he might be no more 1importuned on 
that ſubject : but, it he inſiſted upon giving fore 
{:c{h proofs of his frieudihip, he might have an 
opportunity of exhibiting it in taking Pipes un- 
der his care and protection; for nothing aſlected 


my ſuſpicion. In. vain you attempt to im- 
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him ſo much as his inability to provide for ſuch 
a faithful adherent, 

The hcutcnant deſired he would give himſelf 
no trouble upon that ſcore; he being, of his 
own accord, perfectly well diſpoſed to beriiend 
his old ſhip mate, who ſhould never want, while 
he had a ſhilling to ſpare. But he began to drop 
ſome hints of an intention to fix his quarters in 
the Fleet, obſerving, that the air ſecmed to be 
very good in that place, and that he was tircd of 
living i in the country. What he taid did not a» 
mount to a plain declaration, and therefore Fe- 
regrine did not anfwer it as ſuch, tho' he perce:ve 
ed his drift ; ; and took an opportunity of deſcrib- 
ing the inconvenicncies of the place, in ſuch a 
manner, as he hoped would deter him from put- 
ting ſuch an extravagant plan in execution. 

his expedient, however, far trom anſwer- 


ing the nt propo d had a quite contrary effect, 


and furniſhed Hatchway with an argument a— 
gainſt his own unwillingneſs to quit ſuch a diſ- 
aorceable place. In all probubitity, Jack would 
have been more explicit, with regard to the f-heme 
he had p: Aalen if the convertation had not 
been interrupted | by the artiv: . of Cadwallader, 
who never failed in the Penne of his diur— 
nal viſit. Hatchway, conjecturing that this 
{tranger might have ſome private buſincl with his 
friend, quitted the apartment, on pretence of 
taking a turn: and meeting Pipes at ihe door, 
delired his company at the Ba: re, hy which name 
the open ſpacc is diſtinguiſhed; where, during a 
courie of perambulation, theſe two compan.ons 
held a council upon Vick oy in conſeqt ence of 
which it was determined, nce he obſlipatcly per 
ſiſted to retuſe their afl! ee that they the und 
t. iKE lodgings in his neighbourkood, with a view 

f being at hand to miniſter unto his occaiions, 
in ſpite of his falfe delicacy, according to the 
(mergency of his allairs. 

This reſolution' being taken, they conſulted 
the bart-kceper of the coflee-houſe about lodging, 
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and ſhe directed them to the warden; ro whon 
the licutenant, in his great wiſdom, repreſented 
himſelf as a kinſman to Veregrine, who, rather 
than leave that young gentleman by himſelf to 
the unavoidable diſcomforts of a priſon, was in- 
clined to keep him company, till ſuch time as 
his affairs could be put in order. This meaſure he 
the more anxiouſly defired to take, becauſe the 
priſoner was ſometimes ſubject to a diſordered 
imagination, upon which occaſion he ſtood in 
need of extraordinary attendance ; and therefore 
he (the lieutenant) intreated the warden to ac- 
commodate him with a lodging for himſelf and 


his ſervant, for which he was ready to make 


any reaionable acknowledgment. 'The warden, 
who was a ſenſible and humane man, could not 
help applauding his reſolution ; and ſeveral rooms 
being at that time unoccupied, he put him im- 
mediately in poſſeſſion of a couple, which were 
forthwith prepared for his reception. 

This affair being ſettled to his ſatisſaction, he 
diſpatched Pipes for his portmanteau; and re- 
turning to the coffee houſe, found Peregrine, 
with whom he ſpent the remaining part of the 
evening. Our hero, taking it for granted that 
he propoſed to ſet out for the garriſon next day, 
wrote a memorandum of ſome books which he 
had left in that habitation, and which he now 
defired Jack to {end np to town by the waggon, 
directed for Mr. Crabtree. He cautioned him 
againſt giving the leaſt hint of his misfortune in 
the neighbourhood, that it might remain, as long 
as poſſible, concealed from the knowledge of his 


ſiſter (who, he knew, would afflict herſelf im- 


moderately at the news) nor reach the ears of 
the reſt of his family, who would exult and 
triumph over his diſtreſs. 

Hatchway liſtened to his injunctions with 
great attention, and promiſed to demean himſelf 
accordingly : then the diſcourſe ſhifted to an a- 
greeable recapitulation of the merry ſcenes they 
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had formerly acted together: and the evening 
being pretty far advanced, Peregrine, with ſeem- 
ing reluctance, told him that the gates of the 
Fleet would in à few minutes be ſhut for the 
night, and that there was an abſolute neceſſity 
for his withdrawing to his lodging. Jack repli- 
ed, that he could not think of parting with him 
ſo ſoon, after ſuch a long ſeparation ; and that he 
was determined to ſtay with him an hour or two 
longer, if he ſhonld be obliged to take up his 
lodging in the ſtreets. Pickle,.rather than diſ- 
oblige his gveſt, indulged him in his defire, and 
rc{olved to give him a ſhare of his own bed. A 
pair of chickens and 'ſparagus were beſpoken 
for ſupper, at which Pipes attended with an air 
of internal ſatisfaction ; and the bottle was ban— 
dicd about in a jovial manner till midnight, when 
the heutenunt rote up to take his leave, obferving 
that being fatigued with riding, he was inclincd 
to turn in. Pipes, upon this intimation, pro— 
duced a lanthorn ready lighted : and Jack, ſhak- 
ing his entertainer by the hand, wiſhed him good 
night, and promiſed to vifit him again be times in 
the morning. = 

Peregrine, imagining that his behavicur pro- 
ceded from the wine, which he had plentifully 
drank, told him, that it he was diſpoſed to 
tleep, his bed was ready prepared in the room, 
and ordered his attendant to undreſs his maſter; 
upon which Mr. Hatchway gave him to under- 
ſtand, that he had no occaſton to incommode 
his fricnd, having already provided a lodging 
for bimſelf : and the young zentleman demand— 
ing an explanation, he frankly owned what he 
had done, ſaying, © You gave me ſuch a diſmal 
account of the place, that I could not think of 
leaving you in it without company.“ Our young 
gentleman, who was natwally impaticnt of be- 
nefits, and foreſaw that this uncommon inſtance 
of Hatchway's friendſhip would encroach upon 
the plan which he had formed for his own ſub- 
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fiſtence, by engroſſing his time and attention, ſy 
as that he thould not be able to proſecute his la- 
bours ; cloſeted the lieutenant next day, and 
demonſtrated to him the folly and ill confcquen— 
ces of the ſtep he had taken. He obferved, that 
the world in general would look upon it as the et— 
fect of mere madneſs; and, if his relations were 
ſo diſpoſed, they might make it the foundation 
for a ſtatute of lunacy againſt him; that bis ab- 
ſence from the garriſon muſt be a very preat 
detriment to his private affairs; and, laſtly, that 
his preſence in the Fleet would be a very grcat 
Eindrance to Pickle himſelf, whoſe hope of re- 
gaining his liberty altogether depended upon his 
being detached from all company and inter— 
ruption. 


To theſe remonſtrances Jack replied, that, as 


to the opinion of the world, it was no more to 
him than a rotten net-line ; and if his relations 
had a mind to have his upper works condemned, 
he did not doubt but he ſhould he able to ſtand 
te ſurvey, without being declared unfit for ſer— 
Vice, that he had no affairs at the garri ſon, but 
ſuch as would keep cold; and with regard to 
Pickle's being interrupted by his preſence, he 
gave him his word, that he would never come 
along-ſide of him, except when he ſhould give 
kim the ſignal for holding diſcourſe. In con— 
eluſion, he ſignified his refolution to ſtay where 
he was, at all events, without making himſelf 
accountable to any perſon what ſocver. 

Peregrine ſeeing him determined, deſiſted from 
any further importunity; reſolving, however, to 
tire him out of his plan by reſerve and ſaperci- 
lious neglect ; for he could not bear the thought 
of being ſo notoriouily oblige by any perſon 
upon earth. With this view he quitted the licu— 
tenant, upon ſome ſhght pretence ; after having 
told him, that he could not have the pleaſure 


of his company to dinner, becauſe he was en- 


gaged with a particular club of nis fellow- 
priſoners. 
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Jack was a ſtranger to the punctilios of beha- 
viour, and therefore did not take this declaration 
amiſs ; but had immediate recourſe to the advice 
of his counſellor Mr. Pipes, who propoted that 
he ſhould go to the coftee-houfe and kitchen, 
and pive the people to underſtand that he would 
pay for all ſach liquor and proviſions as Mr. 


Pickle ſhould order to be ſent to his own lodging. 


This expedient was immediately practiſed ; and 
as there was no credit in the place, Hatchway 
depoſited a ſum of money, by way of ſecurity, 
to the cook and the vinter, intimating, that 
there was a neceſſity for taking that method of be- 
friending his couhn Peregrine, who was ſubject 
to ſtrange whims, that rendered it impotiible to 
jerve him any other wav, 

In conſequence of theſe infinuations, it was 
that fame day rumoured about the Fleet, that 


Mr. Pickle was an unhappy gentleman diſordered 


in his underſtanding, and that the licutenant was 
his near relation, who had ſubjected himſelf to 
the inconvenience of living in a jail, with the fole 
view of keeping a ſtrict eye over his conduct. 
This report, however, did not reach the ears of 
our hero till the next day, when he jent one of 
the rnnnetrs of the Fleet, who attended him, to bes 
ſneak and pay for a couple of pullets, and ſome- 
thing elſe for dinner, to which he had already 
invited his friend Hatchway, in hopes of being 
able ro perſuade him to retire into the country, 
after he had undergone a whole day's mort ifica- 
tion in the place. "The meſſenger returned with 
an aſſurance, that the dinner ſhould be made rea- 
dy according to Jus directions, and reſtored the 


money, obſerving that his kinſman had paid for 


what was beſpoke. | 
Peregrine was eqally ſurpriſed and diſguſted 


at this information, and reſolved to chide the 
lieutenant ſeverely, for this unſcaſonable treat, 
which he conſidered as a thing.repupnant to his 


reputation, Mean while, he diſpatched his 
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attendant for wine to the coffee-houſe, and findin 
his credit bolſtered up in that place by the. ſarir 
means, was enraged at the preſumptiom of Jack, 
friendſhip. He Gueſtioned the valet about it 
with ſuch. manifeſtation of diſpleaſure, that the 
er afraid of diſobliging ſuch a good maſter, 
rankly communicated the ſtory which was cireu- 
lated at his expence. The young gentleman was 
ſo much incenſcd at this piece of intelligence, 
that he wrote a bitrer expoſtulation to the lieu 
tenant, wherein he not only retracted his invit2. 
tio n. 1 nt declared that he would never converſe 
with him, while he Mould remain within the 
place. | 
Having thus obeyed the dickates of his anger, 
lie gave notice to th ie cook, that he Could not 
ſor what was ordered. een 
ing to the coffee houſe, he told the landlord, that 
whereas he underſtood the ſtranger with the 
wooden leg had prepoiletied him and others wit! 
ridiculous 20tions, tending to bring the ſanity of 
bis intellects in que tion ; and to confirm this 
imputation, had, under the pretence of confan- 
guinity, undertaken to defray his expences ; he 
could not help (in juſtice to himſelf} declaring, 


that the ſame perſon Was, in reality, the madman 
who had given his keepers the flip ; that there» 


fore, he (the landlord) would not find his ac- 


connt in complying with his orders, and encou- 
raging him to frequent his houſe; and that, for 
his own part, he would never enter the door, or 
favour him with the leait trifle of his cuſtom, if 


ever lie ſhould for the future find himſelf an- 
ticipated in his payments by that unhappy lu- 
natic. 


The vintner was confounded at this retorted 


charge: and after much perplexity and dclibe- 
ration, concluded, that both parties were diſtracted; 
the ſtranger in paying 2 man's debts againſt 
his will, and Pickle, 1a being offended at "Facts 
forwardueſs of. lricudſhig. 
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Thſe afficiates commit. an aſſault upon Crabtree, 
tur which they are Faniſhed from the Fleet. 
Peregrine begins t9 feel the effects of confine- 
Mcitt. 


UR adventurer having Lined at an ordi- 
() nary, and in the afternoon retired to his 
own apartment, as ufual, with his friend Cad- 
wallader; Hatchway and his aft: dciate, after they 
had been obliged to diſcuſs the provifion for lich 
they had paid, renewed their conference upon 
the old ſubject. Pipes giving his 
to underſtand, that Percgrinc's chief conſident 
was the old deaf batchelor, whom he had ſcen at 
his lodging the preceding day, Mr. Hatchway, 
in his great penctration, diſcovered, that the 
young g gentleman's obſtinacy proceeded from the 
advice of the Miſanthrope, whom, for that rea- 
ſon, it was their buſineſs to chaſtiſe. Pipes en- 
tered into this opinion the more willingly, as he 
had all along believed the ſenior to be a {ſort of 
vizzard, or ſome caco-demon, whom it was not 
very creditable to be acg1 uainted with. Indced, 
he had been inſpired with this notion by the 
inſinuations of Badgi, who had formerly dropped 
ſome hints touching Crabtree's profound knows 
ledge 1 in the magic art; mentionins, in particu- 
lar, his being pole] ed af the phil ofopher” s ſtone ; 
an aſſertion to which Tom had given implicit. 
credit until. his maſter: was ſent to priſon for 
debt, when he could no longer ſuppoſe Cad wal- 
lader lord of ſuch a valuable ſecret, or elſe he 
would have certainly procured the enlargement. 
of his moſt intimate friend. 

With theſe ſentiments he eſpouſcd the reſents 
ment of Hatchway. They deterinined to ſeize 
the ſuppoſed copjurer, with the Hitt « ee 
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on his return from his viſit to Peregrine, and, 
without helitation, exerciſe upon him the dilci- 
pline of the pump. This plan they would have 
executed that fame cvening, had not the mitin- 
thrope luckily withdrawn himſelf, by accident, 
before it was dark, and even before they had in— 
telligence of his retreat. Bur, next day, they 
kept themſelves upon the watch *till he appeared, 
and Pipes lifting his hat, as Crabtree paſled, «0 
damn ye, old Dunny (ſaid he), you and i muſt 
grapple by and by; and, a'gad I ſhall lie ſo 
near your quarter, that your car ports will let in 
the ſound, tho'f they are double caulked with 
oakum,” 

The mifanthrope's ears were not quite ſo faſt 
cloſed, but that they received this intimation; 
which, tho' delivered in terms that he did not 
well underſtand, had ſuch an eſſct upon his ap- 
preheniion, that ke ſignified his doubts to Pere- 
griae, obſerving, that he did not much like the 
Tooks of that ſame ruffian with the wooden leg. 
Pickle aſſured him, he had nothing to fear from 
the two ſailors, who could have no cauſe of re— 
ſentment againſt-him ; or if they had, would no: 
venture to take any ſtep, which they knew muſt 
block up all the avenues to that reconcilement, 
about which they were ſo anxious; and, more- 
over, give ſuch offence to the governor of the 
place, as would infallibly induce him to expel 
them both from his territories. | 

Notwithſtanding this aſſurance, the young gen- 
tleman was not ſo confident of the licutenant's 
diſcretion, as to bòlieve that Crabtree's fears 
were altogether without foundation: he forth- 
with conjectured that lack had taken umbi ace 


at an intimacy, from which he found himſelf. 


excluded, and impured his diſgrace to the inſi- 
nuations of Cadwa'lader, whom, in all likeli— 
hood, he intended to puniſh for his ſuppoſed ad- 
vice. He knew his friend could ſuſtain no great 
damage from the licutenant's reſentment, in 2 
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place which he could immediately alarm with 
his crics, and therefore wiſhed he might fall into 
the ſnare, becauſe it would furuiſh him with 
a pretence of complaint; in conſequence of 
which, the ſailors would be obliged to ſhitt their 
quarters, ſo as that he fhould be rid of their 
company, in which be at preſent could tind no 
enjoyment. 

Every thing happened as he had foreſeen ; the 
mitanthrope, in his retreat from Peregrine's cham- 
ber, was aſſaulted by Hatchway and his aflociate, 
who ſeized him by the collar without ceremony, 
and began ro drag him towards the pump, at 
which they wouli have certainly complimented 
him with a very diſagrecable bath, had not he cx- 
altcd his voice in ſuch a manner, as in a moment 
brought a number of the inhabitants, and Pickle 
himſelf, to his aid. The aifailants would have 
perſiſted in their deſign, had the oppoſition 
been ſuch, as they could have faced with any 
poſſibility of ſucceſs; nor did they quit their 
prey, before a dozen, at Icaſt, had come to his 
reſcue, and Percprine, with a menacing aſpect 
and air of authority, commanded Jus old valet to 
withdraw: then they thought proper to ſheer 
of}, and betake themiclves to cloſe quailers, while 
our hero accompanicd the affrighted Cadwallader 
to the gate, and exhibited to the warden a formal 
complaint againſt the rioters, upon whum he re— 
torted the charge of lunacy, which was ſupporte 
ed by the evidence of twenty perſons, who had 
been cye-witneſſes of the outrage committed 
againſt the old gentieman. 

The governor, in conicquence of this infor- 
mation, ſent a meling. to Mr. Haichway, warn- 
ing him to move his lodging next day, on pain 
o! being expelled. The hcutcnant contuma— 
ciouſly refuling to comply with this intimation, 
was in the morning, while he amuſed himfelf in 
valking upon the Bare, tuddenly ſurrounded by 
the conſtables of the court, who took him aud 
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his adhering priſoners, before they were aware, 
and delivered them into the hands of the turn: 
Keys, by whom they were immediately diſmiſſed, 
and their baggage conveyed to the fide of the 
ditch. 

This expulſion was not performed without an 
obſtinate oppoſition on the part of the delin— 
quents, who, had they not been ſurpriſed, would 
have ſet the whole Fket at dehance, and, in all 
probability, have acted divers tragedies, before 
they could have been overpowered. Things being 
circumſtanced as they were, the lieutenant did 
not part with his conductor, without tweaking 
his noſe, by way of farewcl; and Pipes, in imi— 
tation of ſuch a laudable example, communicated 
a token of remembrance, in an applicatioa to the 
fole eye of his attendant, who ſcorning to be 
out-done in this kind of courteſy, returned the 
compliment with ſuch good will, that Tom's or- 
gan performed the office of a multiplying glas. 
Theſe were mutual hints for {tippitg; and ace 
Cordingly cach was naked from the waiſt up- 
wards in a trice. A ring of butchers from the 
market was immediately formed; a couple of the 
reverend Flamens, who, in morning gowns, ply 
for marriages in that quarter of the town, con- 
ſtituted themſelves ſeconds and umpires of the 
approaching conteſt, and the battle began with - 
Out further preparation. The combatants were, 
in point of ſtrength and agility, pretty equally 
matched; but the jailor had been regularly trait. 
ed to rhe art of bruifing: he had more than once 
ſignalized himſelf in public, by his prowets and 
ſbill in this exerciſe, and loft one cye upon the 
ſtage in the courſe of his exploits. This was a 
mrsfortune of which Pipes did not fail to take the 
advantage: he had already ſuſtained ſeveral bard 
knocks upon his temples and jaws, and found it 
impracticable to ſmite his antagoniſt upon the 
victualling-oftice, ſo dextrouſly was it Gdefeniicd 
againſt aſlault. He then changed his battery, 
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and being ambi- dexter, raiſed ſuch a clatter 
upon the turnkey's blind fide, that this hero, be- 
licving him left-handed, converted his attention 
that way, and oppoſed the unenlightened ſide of 
his face to the right hand of Pipes, which being 
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thus unprevided againſt, ſlily beftowed upon him 


a peg under the $fth rib, that in an inſtant laid 
him ſenſcleſs on the pavement, at the feet of his 
conqueror., Pipes was congratulated upon his 


victory, not only by his friend Hatchway, but 


alſo by all the by - Randers, particularly the prieſt 
who had eſpou led his cauſe, and now invited the 
trangers to his lodgings in a neighbouring ales 
houte, where they were entertained 10 much to 
their liking, that they determined to feck no 
other habitation while they ſhould continue in 
town: and notwithf{tanding the diſgrace and dif- 
courayement they had met with, in theig-endca- 
vours ito ſerve our adventurer, the ey were! "(till re- 
ſolved to perſevere in their good offices, or, in 
the vulgar phraſe, to ſce him out. 


While they ſettled themſelves in this manner, 


and acquired familiar connexions round all the 


purizeus of the ditch, Peregrine found himfclf 
deprived of the company of Cadwallader, who 
fenified by letter, that he did not choſe to ha- 
zard his perſon again in viſiting him, while ſuck 
aſſaſſins oecupicd the avenues through which he 
muſt paſs; for he had been at pains to inquire 
into the metions of the ſeamen, and informed 
himſelf exactly of the harbour in which they 
were moored. 

Our hero had been fo much accuſtomet to the 
converſation of Crabtree, which was altogether 
ſuitable to the ſingularity of Ins own difpoliticn, 
that he could very kill afford to be debarted of it 
at this juncture, when almoſt every other ſource 
of enjoyment was ſtopped. He was, however, 
obliged ro {ubmit to the hardſhips 
tion; and as the characters of his fellow pri- 
toncrs did nar at all improve upon him, he was 
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compelled to ſeck for ſatisfaction within himſcif, 
Not but that he had an opportunity of converſing 
with ſome people, who ncither wanted ſente no; 
were deficient in point of principle; yet there 


appcared in the behaviour of them all, without 


exception, a certain want of decorum, a fſquila 
of jentiment, a fort of jailiſh caſt contracted in 
the courſe of confinement, which dilputted the 
delicacy of our hero's obſervation. le, there- 
fore, detached himſelf from their parties as much 
as he could, without giving offence to thoſe a- 
mong whom he was obliged to live, and refumed 
his labours with incredible eagerneſs and peric- 
verance, his ipuits being ſupported by the tuccets 
of ſome ſevere Philippics, which he occaſionaliy 
publiſhed againſt the author of his misfortunc. 
Nor was his humanity unemployed in the vaca- 
tions of his revenge : a man muſt be void of all 
ſympathy and compatiion, who can retide among 
fo many miſerable objecks, without ſceling'an in- 


elination to relieve their diſtreſs. Every day al- 


moſt preſented to his view ſuch lamentable ſcencs, 
as were molt likely to attract his notice, and 
engage his benevolence. Reveries of fortune, 
attended with the moſt deplorable circumſtancts 
of domcitic woe, were continually intruding upon 
his acquaintance ; his ears were invaded with 
the cries of the hapleſs wife, who, from the cn- 


joyment of alluence and pleaſure, was forced to 


follow her huſband to this abode of wretchedneis 
and want; his eyes were every minute aſlailed 
with the meagre appearance of hunger and cold ; 
and his fancy teemed with athoufand aggravations 
of their milery. 

Thus ſituated, his purſe was never ſhut while 
his heart remained open, Without reflecting 
upon the ſlenderneſs of his ſtore, he exerciſed his 
charity to all the children of diſtreſs, and acquired 
a popularity, which, though pleaſing, was far 
from being profitable. In ſhort, his bounty kept 
no pace with his circ: umſtanecs, and ia a little 
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time he was utterly exhauſted. He had recourſe 
to his bookſeller, from whom, with great dith- 
culty, he obtained a ſmall reinforcement ; and 
immediately relapſed into the ſame want of re- 
tention. 
found it incurable : he foreſaw that by his own 
induſtry he ſhould never be able to defray the 
expence of theſe occahons ; and this reflection 
ſunk deep into his-mind. The approbation of the 
public, which he had earned or might acquire, 
like a cordial often repeated, began. to loſe its 
effect upon his imagination; his health ſuffered 
by his ſedentary life and auſtere application; his 
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rits decayed ; ſo that he became melancholy, liſt- 
leſs, and altogether incapahle of protecuting the 
only mcans he had left for his ſubliſtence ; and 
(what did not at all contribute to the alleviation 
of theſe particulars) he was given to underſtand 
by his lawyer, that he had Joſt his cauſe, and 
was condemned in coſts. Even this was not the 
moſt mortifying piece of intelligence he received; 
he at the ſame time. learned that his bookſeller 
was a bankrupt, and his friend Crabtree at the 
point of death. 

Theſe were comfortable conſiderations to a 
youth of Peregrine's diſpoſition, which was ſo 
capricious, that the. more his miſery cncreaſed 
the more haughty and inflexible he became. 
Rather than be beholden to Hatchway, who till 
hovered about the gate, eager for an opportunity 
to aſliſt him, he choſe to undergo the want of 
almoſt every convenience of lite, and actually 
pledged his wearing apparel to an lriſh pawn= 
broker in the Fleet, for money to purchaſe thoſe 
things, without which he muit have abſolutely 
periſhec,. He was gradually irritated by his mis- 
fortunes into a rancorous reſentment againſt man- 
kind in general, and his heart io alienated from 
the enjoyments of life, that he did not care how 
Joon he quitted his miſcrable eaifigace. Though 
| vob, III. N 


He was conſcious of his infirmity, and 


eye- ſight failed, his appetite forſook him, his ſpi- 
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He had ſhocking examples of the viciſhtudes of 
fortune continually before his eyes, he could ne- 
ver -be reconciled to the idea of living like his 


fellow-ſufferers, in the-moſt abject degree of de- 


pendance. If he refuſed to accept of favours from 
His own allies and intimate friends, whom he had 
formerly obliged, it is not to be ſuppoſed that he 
would liſten to propoſals of that kind from any of 
35 fellow-priſoners, with whom hethad-contractcd 
acquaintance.: he was even more cautious than 
ever of incurring obligations; he now-ſhunned his 
former meſs-mates, in order to avoid difagreeable 
tenders of triendſhip. Imayining that he perceived 


an inclination in the clergyman, to learn the ſtate 


of his finance, he diſcouraged and declined the 
explanation, and at length ſecluded himſelf from 


all ſociety. 


. 


He receives an unexpected viſit; and the clouds of 
misfortune begin 40 ſeparate. 


HIL E he pined in this forlorn condi— 

tion, with an equal abhorrence of the 
world and himſelf, captain Gauntlet arrived in 
town, in order to employ his intereft for pro- 
motion in the army : and in conſequence of his 
wife's particular defire, made it his buſineſs to 
inquire for Peregrine, to whom he longed to he 
reconciled, even though at the expence of a ſligh: 
ſubmiſſion. But he could hear no tidings of him, 
at the place to which he was directed; and, on 


the ſuppoſition that our hero had gone to reſide 


in the country, applied himſelf to his own bu- 
fineſs, with intention to renew his enquiries, af— 
ter that affair ſhould be tranſacted. He commu» 
nicated his demands to his ſuppoſed patron, who 
had aſſumed the merit of making him a captain, 
nd been gratified with a valuab!< preſent on that 
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conſideration z and was cajoled with hopes of 


ſucceeding in his preſent aim, by the ſame in- 


tereſt, 

Mean while, he became acquainted with one 
of the clerks belonging to the war ofiice, whoſe 
advice and aſſiſtance, he was told, would be a 
furtherance to his ſcheme. As he had occahon 
to diſcourſe with this gentleman, upon the cir- 
cumſtances of his expectation, he learned that 
the nobleman, upon whom he depended, was a 
perſon of no conſequence in the ſtate, and alto— 
cether incapable of aſſiſting him in his advance- 
ment. At the ſame time, his counſellor ex— 
pretied his ſurprize that captain Gauntlet did not 
rather intereſt in his cauſe the noble peer, to 
whoſe good offices he owed his laſt commiſ- 
ſion. 

This remark introduced an explanation, by 
which Godfrey diſcovered, to his infinite aſto— 
niſhment, the miſtake in which he had continued 
ſo long, with regard to his patron; tho” he could 
not divine the motive Which induced anobleman, 

| with whom he had no acquaintance or connec 
tion, to interpoſe his intluence in his behalf. 
Whatſoever that might be, he thought it was his 
duty to make his acknowledgment; and for that 
purpoſe went next morning to his houſe, where 
| he was politely received, and given to underſtand 
that Mr. Pickle was the perſon to whoſe friendſhip 
he was indebted for his laſt promotion. 
Inexpreſſible were the tranſports of gratitude, 
atetion, and remorſe, that took poſſeſſion of 
the ſoul of Gauntlet, when this myſtery was un- 
folded. Good heaven! (cried he, liftiog ap 
his hands) have I lived io long in a ſtate of ani—- 


moſity with my benefactor ? I intended to have 


reconciled myſelf to him, at any rate, before I 


was ſenſible of this obligation; but now ſhall 


not enjoy a moment's quiet until I have an op- 
portunity of expreſſing to him my ſenſe of his 
nee friendſhip. I preſume, irom the nature of 
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the favour conferred upon him, in my behalf, 
that Mr. Pickle is well known to your lordſhip: 
and I ſhould think myſelf extremely happy, if 
you could inform me in what part of the coun- 
try he is to be found: for the perſon with whom 
he lodged, ſome time ago, could give me no in- 
telligence of his motions.” : 

The nobleman, touched with this inſtance of 
generous ſelf-denial in Peregrine, as well as with 
the ſenſibility of his friend, lamented the un- 
happineſs of our hero, while he gave Gauntlet to 
underſtand that he had been long diſordered in 
his intellects, in conſequence of having ſquan- 
dered away his fortune; and that his creditors 
had thrown him into the Fleet-priſon: but whe— 
ther he ſtill continued in that confinement, or 
was releaſed from his misfortunes by death, his 
lordſhip did not know, becauſe he had never en- 
quired. 

Godfrey no ſooner received this intimation, 
than (his blood boiliag with grief and impatience) 
he craved pardon for bis abrupt departure; then 
quitting his informer on the inſtant, reimbarked 
in his hackney coach, and ordered himſelf to 
be conveyed directly to the Fleet. As the vehicle 
proceeded along one fide of the market, he was 
ſurpriſed with the appearance of Hatchway and 
Pipes, who ſtood cheapening colliflowers at a 
green-ſtall, their heads being caſed in wortted 
night-caps, half covered with their hats, and a 
ſhort tobacco-pipe in the mouth of each. He 
was rejoiced at fight of the two ſeamen, which 
he took for an happy omen of finding his friend : 
and ordering the coachman to ſtop the carriage, 
called to the lieutenant by his name. Jack re- 
plying with an Hi/loah, looking behind him, and 
recognizing the face of his old acquaintance, ran 
up to the coach with great eagerneſs. Shaking 
the captain heartily by the hand, ** Odd's heart! 
(taid he) I am glad thou haſt fallen in with us; 
we ſhall now be able to find the trim of the vet- 
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ſel, and lay her about on t'other tack. For my 
own part, I have had many a conſort in my time, 
that 1s, in the way of good fellowſhip, and 1 
always made ſhift to ware' em at one time or an- 
other: but this headſtrong toad will neither obey 
the helm nor the ſheet; and, for aught I know, 
will founder where a lies at anchor.“ 

Gauntlet, who conceived part of his meaning, 
alighted immediately; and being conducted to 
the ſailor's lodging, was informed of every thing 
that had paſſed between the lieutenant and Pickle. 
He, in his turn, communicated to Jack the dit- 
.covery which he had made, with regard to his 


commiſſion; at which the other gave no figns of 


ſurpriſe: but taking the pipe from his mouth, 
„Why, look ye, captain (ſaid he), that's not 
'the only good turn you have owed him. That 
ſame money you received from the commodore as 
an old debt, was all a fham, contrived by Pickle 
for your ſervice; but a'wool drive under his bare 
Poles, without ſails and rigging, or a meſs of 
proviſion on board, rather than take the ſame 
alliſtance from another man.” 


Godfrey was not only amazed, but chagrined 


at the knowledge of tins anecdote; which gave 
umbrage to his pride, while it ſtimulated his 
deſire of doing ſomething in return for the obliga- 
tion, He enquired into the preſent circumſtances 
.of the priſoner; and underſtanding that he was 
indiſpoſed, and but inditFerently provided with 
the common neceſſarics of life, tho' ſtill deaf to 
all offers of aſſiſtance, began to be extremely 
concerned at the account of his ſavage obſtinacy 
and pride, which would, he ſeared, exclude him 
from the privilege of relieving him in his diſtreſs. 
However, he reſolved to leave no expedient un- 
tried, that might have any tendency to ſurmount 
ſuch deſtructive prejudice; and, entering the jail, 
was directed to the apartment of the wretched 
priſoner. He knocked ſoftly at the door, and 
when it was opened, ſtarted back with horror 
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and aſtoniſhment : the figure that preſented it- 
ſelf to his view, was the remains of his once happy 
friend; but ſo miſerably altered and diſguiſed, 
that his features were ſcarce cognizable. Ihe 
florid, the ſprightly, the gay, the elevated youth, 
was now metamorphoſed into a wan, dejected, 
meagre, ſqualid ſpectre; the hollow-eyed repre- 
ſentative of diſtemper, indigence, and deſpair: 
yet his eyes retained a certain ferocity, which 
threw a diſmal gleam athwaft the cloudineſs of 
his aſpect, and he, in filence, viewed his old 
companion with à look betokening conſuſion and 
diſdain. As for Gauntlet, he could not, with» 
Gut emotion, behold ſuch a woful reverſe cf fate, 
in a perſon for whom he cntertained the nobleſt 
ſentiments of friendſliip, gratitude and eſteem : 
his ſorrow was at firſt too big for utterance, and 
he ſhed a flood of tears before he could pronounce 
one word, 

Peregrine, in ſpite of his miſantbrophy, could 
not help being affected with this uncommon tet- 
timony of regard: but he ſtrove to ſtiſſe his ſen- 
tations: his brows contracted themſelves into a 
ſevere frown ; his eyes kindled into the appear- 


ance of live coals: he waved with his hand, in 


ſignal for Godfrey to be gone, and leave ſuch a 
- wretch as him to the miteries of his fate; and 
finding nature too ſtrong to be ſuppreſſed, uttered 
a decp groan and wept aloud. 

The ſoldier, ſeeing him thus melted, unable 
to reſtrain the ſtrong impulſe of his aſlection, 
ſprung towards, and claſped him in his arms, 
„% My dearcſt friend, and beſt benefactor (ſaid 
he), Jam come hither to humble myſelf for the 
offence I was ſo unhappy as to give, at our laſt 
parting; to beg a reconci] ation, to thank you 
jor the eaſe and affluence I have enjoyed through 
your means, and to reſcue you, in ſpite of yours» 
lelf, from this melancholy fituation ; of which, 
but an hour ago, I was utterly ignorant. Do not 
deny me the ſatis faction of acquitting wylſclt, ws 
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point of duty and obligation. You mult cer- 
tainly have had ſome regard for a perſon, in 


whoſe favour you have exerted yourſelf fo much; 
and if any part of that eſteem remains, you will 


not refuſe him an opportunity of approving him- 


ſelf, in ſome meaſure, worthy of it. Let me 
not ſuffer the moſt mortifying of all repulſes, 


that of lighted friendſhip; but kindly ſacrifice 


your reſentment and inflexibility to the requeſt 
of one, who is at all times ready to. ſacrifice his 
life for your honour and advantage. If you will 


not yield to my intreaties, have ſome fegard to- 


the withes of my Sophy, who laid me under the 
ſtrongeſt injunctions to ſolicit your forgiveneſs, 
even before ſhe knew how much. I was indebted 
to your generofity; or, if that confideration 
ſhould be of no weight, I hope you will relax a 
little for the take of poor Emilia, whoſe reſent- 
ment hath been long ſubdued by her affection, 
and who now droops in ſecret at your neglect.” 
Every word of this addreſs, delivered in the 
moſt pathetic manner, made an impreſſion upon 
the mind of Peregrine: he was affected with the 
ſubmiſſion of his friend, who, in reality, had 
given him no juſt cauſe to complain. He knew 
that no ordinary motive had ſwayed him to a 
condeſcenſion, ſo extraordinary in a man of his 
punctilious temper : he conſidered it, therefore, 
as the genuine effect of eager gratitude and diſ- 
intereſted love, and his heart began to relent ac- 
cordingly. When he heard himtelf conjured in 
the name of the gentle Sophy, his obſtinacy was 
quite overcome; and when Emilia was recalled 
to his remembrance, his whole frame underwent 
a violent agitation. He took his friend by the 
hand, with a ſoftened look; and as ſoon as he 
recovered the faculty of ſpeech, winch had been 
overpowered in the conflict of paſſions that tran(- 
ported him, proteſted, that he retained no veſ- 
tige of animoſity, but conſidered him in the light 


of au aitectionate comrade, the tics of whole 
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friendſhip, adverſity could not unbind. He men- 
tioned Sophy in the moſt reſpectful terms; ſpoke 
of Emilia with the moſt reverential awe, as the 
object of his inviolable love and veneration; but 
difclaimed all hope of ever more attracting her 
regard; and excuſed himſelf from profiting by 
'Godfrey's kind intention, declaring, with a re- 
ſolute air, that he had broke off all connection 
with mankind, and that he impatiently longed 
for the hour of his diſſolution, which, if it ſhould 
not ſoon arrive by the courſe of nature, he was 
reſolved to haſten it with his own hands, rather 
than be expoſed to the contempt, and more into- 
lerable pity, of. a raſcally world. 

Gauntler argued againſt this frantic determi- 
nation with all the vehemence of expoſtulating 
friendſhip ; but his remonſtrances did not pro- 
duce the deſired effect upon our deſperate hero, 
who calmlv refuted all his arguments, and aſſert- 
ed the recti ude of his deſign from the pretended 
maxims of reaſon and true philoſophy. 


neſs on one ſide, and deliberation on the other, 
a letter was brought to Peregrine, who threw it 
_careleſsly aſide unopened, tho” the ſuperſcription 
was in an hand-writing to which he was a 
ſtranger : and, in all probability, the contents 
would never have been peruſed, had nꝰt Gaunt- 
Jet inſiſted upon his waving all ceremony, and 
reading it forthwith. Thus ſolicited, Pickle un- 
ſealed the biller, which, to his no ſmall furprize, 
contained the following intimation: 


Mr. P. PICK LE. 


SIR, 


F | Hs comes to inform you, that after many 
dangers and diſappointments, I am, by the 
bleſſing of God, ſafely arrived in the Downs, on 


While this diſpute was carried on with eager- 


board of the Gomberoon Indiaman, having made 
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a tolerable voyage; by which 1 hope I ſhall be 
enabled to repay, with intereſt, the ſeven bun- 
dred pounds which I borrowed of you betore my 
departure from England. I take this opportu- 
nity of writing by our purſer, who goes expreſs 
with diſpatches for the Company, that you may 
have this ſatisfactory notice as ſoon as poſſible. 
relating to one whom I ſuppoſe you have long 
given over as loft. I have incloſed it in a letter 
to my broker, who, I hope, knows your addreſs, 
and will forward it accordingly: and I am, with 
reſpect, Sir, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


BENJAMIN CuIN TZ. 


Ve hai no ſooner taker a curiory view of thie 


agreeabie epiſtle, than his countenance cleared 
up, and reaching it to his fiend, with a ſmile, 
„There (faid he), is a more convincing argu= 


ment, on your ſide of the quettion, than all the 
caſuiſts in the univerſe can advance.” Gauntlet 


wondering at this obſervation, took the paper, 


and caſting his eyes greedily upon the conteatY, 
congratulated him upon the receipt of it, with 
extravagant demonſtrations of joy : © Not on 
account of the ſum (ſaid he), which, upon my 
honour, I would, with pleaſure, pay three times 
over for your convenience and ſatisfaction ; but 
becauſe it ſeems to have reconciled you to life, 
and diſpoſed your mind for re-enjoying the com- 
forts of ſociety.” | 

The inſtantaneous effect which this unexpect- 


ed ſmile of fortune produced in the appearance of 


our adventurer, is altogether inconceivable; it 

plumped up his cheeks in a moment, unbended 

and enliphtened every feature of his face; ele- 

vated his head, which had begun to fink, as it 

were, between his ſhoulders ; and _— a {uear- 
e 
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ing, diſpirited tone, ſwelled up his voice to a 
clear, manly accent. Godfrey, taking advan- 
tage of this favourable change, began to regale 
him with proſpects cf future ſucceſs: he reminded 
him of his youth and qualifications, which were 
certainly deſigned for better days than thoſe he 


by which he might arrive at wealth and reputa- 
tion; he importuned him to accept of a ſum 
for his immediate occaſions ; and earneſtly beg- 
ged, that he would allow him to diſcharge the 
debt for which he was confined ; obſerving, that 
Sophy's fortune had enabled him to exhibit that 
proof of his gratitude, without any detriment to 
his affairs; and proteſting that he ſhould not 
believe himſelf in poſſeſſion of Mr. Pickle's 
eſteem, unleſs he was permitted to make ſome 
ſich return of good-will to the man, who had 
not only raiſed him from indigence and feorn to 
competence and reputable rank. but alto im- 
powered him to obtain the poſſeſſion of an ex- 
cellent woman, who had filled up the meaſure of 
his felicity. | 

Peregrine declared himſelf already overpaid for 
all his good offices, by the pleaſure he enjoyed 
in employing them, and the happy cffects they 
tad produced, 1n the mutual ſatisfaction of two 
perſons ſo dear to his affection; and àſſured his 
friend, that one time or other he would ſet his 
conſcience at cale, and remove the ſcruples of 


but, at preſent, he could not make uſe of his 
friedſhip, without giving juſt cauſe of offence 
to honeſt Hatchway, who was prior to him in 
point of ſolicitation, and had manifeſted his at- 
tachment with ſurprifing obſtinacy and perſe— 
verance, | 


had as yet ſeen ; he pointed out various paths, 


his honour, by having recourſe to his aliſtance : | 
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Peregrine reconciles himſelf to the heutenant; and 
renews his connection with ſociety. Divers plans 
are projected in his behalf; and he has occaſion 
to exhibit a remarkable proof of ſelf-denial, 


ö captain, with reluctance, yielded the 
preference in this particular to Jack, who 
was immediately invited to a conference, by a 
note ſubſeribed with Pickle's own hand. He was 
found at the priſon- gate waiting for Gauntlet, to 
know the iſſue of his negociation. He no ſooner 
received this ſummons, than he ſet all his fails, 
and made the beſt of his way to his fricad's 
apartment; being admitted by the turnkey, in 
conſcquence of Peregrine's requeſt, communi— 
cated by the meſſenger who carried the billet 
Pipes followed cloſe in the wake of his ſhip- 
mate; and, in à few minutes after the note had 
been diſpatched, Peregrine and Gauntlet heard 
the ſound of the ſtump, aſcending the wooden 
ſtair-caſe with ſuch velocity, that they at firſt 
miſtook it for the application of drum-ſticks to 
the head of an empty barrel. Tlis uncommon 
ſpced, however, was attended with a misfortune ; 
he chanced to overlook a ſmall defect in one of 
the ſteps, and his prop plunging into a hole, he 
fell backwards, to the imminent danger of his 
life. Tom was luckily at his back, and ſuſtained 
him in his arms, ſo as that he eſcaped without 
any other damage than the loſs of his wooden 
leg, which was ſnapt in the middle, by the weight 
of his body, in falling; and ſuch was his impa- 
tience, that he would not give himſelf the trou- 
ble to diſengage the fractured member. Unbuck- 
ling the whole equipage in a trice, he left it ſtick- 


ing in the crevice, ſaying a rotten cable was not 


worth heaving up, and, in this natural ſtate of 
| N 
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expedition. 

Peregrine taking him cordially by the hand, 
ſeated him upon one tide of his bed; and after 
having made an apology for that reſerve, of which 
he had ſo juſtly complained, aſked, if he could 
conveniently accommodate him with the loan of 
twenty guineas, The heutenant, without open- 
ing his mouth, pulled out his purſe; and Pipes, 
who overheard the demand, applying the whiſtle 
to his lips, performed a loud overture, jn token 
of his joy. Matters being thus bronght to an 
accommodation, our hero told the captain, that 
he ſhould be glad of his company at dinner, with 
their common friend Hatchway, it he would in 
the mean time leave him to the miniſtry of Pipes; 
and the ſoldier went away for the preient, in 
order to pay a ſhort viſit to his uncle, who, at 
that time, languiſhed in a declining ſtate ot 


hour. 
The heutenant, having ſurveyed the diſmal 


moved at the ſpectacle, and began to upbraid him 
with his obſtinate pride, which (he ſwore) uus 
no better than ſelf- murder. But the young gen- 
tleman interrupted him in the courſe of his mo— 
ralizing, by telling him he had reaſons for his 
conduct, which, perhaps, he ſhould impart in 
due ſeaſon; but, at preſent, his defign was to 
alter that plan of behaviour, and make bintſelf 
ſome amcnds for the miſeiy he had undergo: c. 
He accordingly ſent Pipes to redcem his cloaths 
from the pawn-broker's wardrobe, and beipeak 
ſomething comfortable for dinner. When God- 
frey came back, he was very agrecabiy ſurpriſed 
to ſee ſuch a favouradle alteration in his exter- 
nals; for, by the afliſtance of his valet, he bad 
purified himſelf from the dregs of his diſtreſs, 
and now appeared in a decent ſuit, with clean 
linen, while his ſace was diſencumbeted gf the 


mutilation, hopped into the room with infinite 


health, promiſing to return at the appointed 


appearance of his friend, could not help being 
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hair that overſhadowed it, and his apartment 
prepared for the reception of company. 

They enjoyed their meal with great ſatisfac- 
tion, entertaining one another with a recapitu- 
lation of their former advantures at the garriſon. 
In the afternoon, Gauntlet taking his leave, in 
order to write a letter to his ſiſter, at the de- 
fire of his uncle, who finding his end approach» 
ing, wanted to fee her without loſs of time; Pe- 
regrine wade his appearance on the Bare, and 
was eomplimented on his coming abroad again, 
not or ly by his old meſs-mates, who had not ſeen 
him for many weeks, but by a number of thoſe 
objects whom his liberality had fed, before his 
funds were exhauſted. Hatchway was, by his 
intereſt which the warden, put in poſſeſſion of his 
former quarters, and Pipes diſpatched to make 
inquiry about Crabtree at his former lodging, 
where he learned that the Miſanthrope, after a 
very ſevere fit of illneſs, was removed to Ken- 
ungton Gravel-pits, for the convenience of 
breathing a purer air than that of London, 

la conſequence of this in formation, Peregrine, 
who knew the narrownefs of the old gentleman's 
fortune, next day defired his triend Gauntlet to 
take the trouble of vriting him, in his name, 
with a letter, in which he cxpreited great con- 
cern for his indiſpoſition, gave him notice of the 
fortunate intelligence he had received from the 
Downs, and conjmed him to make ue of his 
puitc, if ke was in the leaſt hampered in his Cir- 
cumſtances. The captain took coach immedi-— 
atcly, and ſet out for the place, according to 
the direction which Pipes had procured. 


Cadwallader having ſeen him at Bath, knew 


him again at firſt ſight; and, tho' reduced to 
a ikelcton, believed himſelf in ſuch a fair way of 
oing well, that he would have accompanied him 


to the Fleet immediately, had not he been re- 


ſtrained by his nurie, who was, by his phy- 
lc ian invented, with full authority 0 ditpute and 
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oppoſe his will in every thing that ſhe ſhould 
think prejudicial to his health ; for he was con- 
ſidered, by thoſe who had the care of him, as 
an old humouriſt, not a little diſtempered in his 
brain. He enquired particularly about the failors, 
who (he ſaid) had deterred him from carrying 
on his uſual correſpondence with Pickle, and 
been the immediate cauſe of his indiſpoſition by 
terrifying him into a fever. Underſtanding that 
the breach between Pickle and Hatchway was 
happily cemented, and that he was no longer in 
any danger from the lieutenant's reſentment, he 
promiſed to be at the Fleet with the firſt conve- 
nient opportunity; and, in the mean time, wrote 
an anſwer to Pceregrine's letter, importing that 
he was obliged to him for his offer, but had not 
the leaſt occaſion for his aſſiſtance. 

In a few days, our adventurer recovered his 
vigour, complexion, and vivacity; he mingled 
again in the diverſions and parties of the place; 
and he received, in a little time, the money he had 
lent upon bottomry, which, together with the 
intereſt, amounted to upwards of eleven hundred 
pounds. The poſſeſſion of this ſum, while it 
buoyed up his ſpirits, involved him in perplexity. 
Sometimes he thought it was incumbent upon 
him, as a man of honour, to employ the greateſt 
part of it, in diminiſhing the debt for which he 


ſuffered ; on the other hand, he confidered that 


obligation effaced, by the treacherous behaviour 
of his creditor, who had injured him to ten times 
the value of the ſum; and in theſe ſentiments, 
entertained thoughts of attempting his eſcape 
from priſon, with a view of conveying himſelf, 
with the ſhipwreck of his fortune, to another 
country, in which he might uſe it to better ad- 
vantage. 

Both ſuggeſtions were attended with ſuch 
doubts and difficulties, that he heſitated between 
them, and for the preſent laid out a thouſand 
pounds in ſtock, the intereſt of which, together 
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with the fruits of his own induſtry, he hoped, 
would ſupport him above want in his contine- 


ment, until ſomething ſhould occur, that would 


point out the expediency of ſome other deter- 
mination. Gauntlet ſtill inſiſted upon having 
the honour of obtaining his liberty, at the ex- 
pence of taking up his notes to Gleanum, and 
exhorted him to purchaſe a commiſſion with part 
of the money which he had retrieved. The lieu— 
tenant affirmed, that it was his privilege to pro» 
cure the releaſe of his couſin Pickle, becauſe he 
enjoyed a very handſome ſum by his aunt, which 
of right belonged to the young gentleman, to 
whom he was, moreover, indebted for the ute 
of his furniture, and for the very houſe that 
ſtood over his head; and that, although he had 
already made a will in kis favour, he ſhould ne- 
ver be ſatisfied, nor caſy in his mind, fo long 


as he remained deprived of his liberty, and want- 
ed any of the conveniencies of life. 


Cadwallader, who by this time aſſiſted at their 
councils, and was beſt acquainted with the pecu- 
larity and unbending diſpoſition of the youth, 
propoſed, that ſeeing he was ſo averſe to obliga- 
tions, Mr. Hatchway ſhould purchaſe of him 
the garriſon with its appendages, which, at a 
moderate price, would fell for more money than 
would be ſutticient to diſcharge his debts; that, 


if the ſervile ſubordination of the army did not 


ſuit his inclinations, he might with his rever- 


ſion, buy a comfortable annuity, and retire with 


him to the country, where he might live abſo— 
lately independent, and entertain himſelf, as 
uſual, with the ridiculous characters of mankind. 

This plan was to Pickle, leſs diſagreeable than 
any other project which had as yet been ſuggeſt- 
ed; and the lieutenant declared himſelf ready to 
execnte his part of it, without delay; but the 
folct.r was mortified at the thoughts of ſeeing his 
allſtance unncceſſary, and eagerly objected to the 
retiement, as à icheme that would blaſt the faire 
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eſt promiſes of fame and fortune, and bury his 
youth and talents in ſolitude and obſcurity. 
This earneſt oppoſition on the part of Gauatlct 


hindered our adventurer from forming any imme 


diate reſolution ; which was alſo retarded by his 
unwillingneſs to part with the garriſon upon any 
terms, becauſe he looked upon it as a part of 
his inheritance, which he could not diſpoſe of, 
without committing an inſult upon the memory 
of the deceaſed commodore. 


CHAP. CI 


He is engaged in a wery extraordinary correſpons 
dence, which is interrupted by a very unexpetted 
evert. ; 


\ HILE this affair was in agitation, the 
'Y captain told him, in the courſe of con- 
verſation, that Emilia was arrived in town, and 


had enquired about Mr. Pickle with ſuch an 


eagcrneis of concern, as ſeemed to proclaim that 
ſhe was in ſome meaſure informed of his misfor- 
tune: he, therefore, deſired to know if he might 
be allowed to make her acquainted with his ſitua- 
tion, provided he ſhould be again importuned 
by her on that ſubject, which he had at firſt in- 
duftriouſly waved. 
This proof or rather preſumption of her ſym- 


pathiſing regard, did not fail to operate power- 


fully upon the boſom of Peregrine, which was 
immediately filled with thoſe tumults which love, 
il ſtifled, frequently excites, He obſerved, that 
his diſgrace was ſuch as could not be effectually 
concealed; therefore he ſaw no reaſon for de- 
priving himſelf of Emilia's compaſſion, ſince he 
was for ever excluded from her aſfetion; and 
deſired Godfey to preſent to his ſiſter, the lowly 
reſpects of a deſpairing lover. 

But, notwithſtanding his declaration of de- 
ſpondence on this head, his imagination involun- 
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tarily teemed with more agreeable ideas: the pro- 
poſal of Crabtree had taken root in his reſſection, 
and he could not help forming plans of paſtoral 
felicity, in the arms of the lovely Emilia, re- 
mote from thoſe pompous ſcenes, which he now 


deteſted and deſpiſed. He amuſed his fancy with 


the proſpect of being able to ſupport her in a 
ſtate of independency, by means of the flender 
annuity which it was in his power to purchaize, 
together with the fruits of thoſe endeavours, 
which would profitably employ his vacant hours.; 
and foreſaw proviſion for his growing family in 
the friendihip of the licutenant, who had already 
conſtituted him his heir. He even parceled out 
his hours among the neceflary cares of the world, 
the pleaſures of domeſtic bliſs, and the enjoy- 


ments of a country life; and ſpent the night in 


ideal parties with his charming bride, ſometimes 
walking by the ſedgy bank of . ſome tranſparent 


ſtream, ſometimes pruning the luxuriant vine, 


and ſometimes ſitting in ſocial converſe with her 
in a ſhady grove of his own planting. 

Theſe, however, were no more than th 
ſhadowy phantoms of imagination, which he well 
knew, would never be realized:: not that he be- 
lieved ſuch happineſs unattainable by a perfon in 
his circumſtances; but becauſe he would not ſtoap 
to propoſe a ſcheme, which might, in any ſhape, 
ſeem to interfere with the intereſt of Emilia, or 
ſubject himſelf to a repulſe from that young lady, 
who had rejected his addreſſes in the zenith ef 
his fortune. 

While he diverted himſelf with theſe agreeable 
reveries, an unexpected event intervened in 
which ſhe and her brother were deeply intereſted, 
The uncle was tapped for the droply, and died 
in a few days after the operation; having be- 
queathed, in his will, five thouſand pounds to 


his nephew, and twice that ſum to his niece, 


who had always enjoyed the greateſt mare of his 
favour, 
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If our adventurer, before this occurrence 
looked upon his love for Emilia as a paſſion whic| 
it was neceſſary, at any rate, to conquer or ſup 
preſs; he now conſidered her acceihon of for 
tune as a circumſtance which confirmed that ne 
ceſſity, and reſolved to diſcourage every though 
on that ſubject, which. ſhould tend to the pre 
pagation of hope. One day in the midſt of; 
converſation. calculated for. the purpoſe, Gol 
frey put into his hand a letter directed to Mr 
Pickle, in the hand-Writing of Emilia; whict 
the youth no ſooner recognized, than his cheek 
were covered with a crimion dye, and he began 
to tremble with violent agitation : for he, at 
once, gueſſed the import of the billet, which h. 
kiſſed with great reverence and devotion, an 
was not at all ſurpriſed when he read the ſollos- 
Words. | | 


8 IR, 


Have performed a ſufficient ſacrifice to my 

reputation, in retaining hitherto the appear 
ance of that reſentment, which I had long ago 
diſmiſſed; and as the late favourable change in 
my ſituation, impowers me to avow my genuine 
fentimeuts, without fear of cenſure, or ſuſpicion 
of nercenary deſign, I take this opportanity to 
aſſure you, that if I ſtill maintain that place in 
your heart, which I was vain enough to think | 
once poſſeſſed, I am willing to make the ficſt ad- 
vances to an accommodation ; and have actually 
furniſhed my brother with full powers to con- 
clude it in the name of your. appeaſed 


EMIL IA. 
Pickle, m— kiſſed the ſubſcription with 


_ ardous, fell upon his knees, and lifting up 
is ces, „ Thank heaven | (cried he with an 
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air of tranſport) I have not been miſtaken in my 
opinion of that generous maid. I believed her 
inſpired with the moſt dignihed and heroic ſenti— 
ments, and now the gives me a convincing proof 
of her magnavimity : it is now my buſineſs to 
approve myſelf worthy of her regard. May 
heaven inftict upon me the keeneſt arrows of its 
vengeance, if ] do not, at this inftant, contem- 
plate the character of Emilia with the moſt per- 
tet love and adoration; yet, amiable and 1n- 
chanting as ſhe is, Jam, more than ever, deter- 
mined to jacrißce the intereſt of my paſſion to 
my glory, tho' my life ſhould fail in the conteſt; 
and even to refuſe an offer, which, others ald 
the whole univerſe ſhould not bribe me to 
forego.” 

This declaration was not ſo unexpected as un- 
welcome to his friend Gauntlet, who repreſented 
that his glory was not at all intcreſted in the 
affair ; becauſe he had already vindicated his ge- 


nerofity, in repeated. proffers to lay his whole 


fortune at Emilia's feet, when it was impofhble 
that any thing ſelfiſhi could enter into the propo- 
ſal: but that, in rejecting her preſent 7 
he would give the world an opportunity to ſay 
that his pride was capricious, his obſtinacy in- 
vincible, and his Siſter would have undeniable 
reaſon to believe, that either his paſſion for her 
was diſſembled, or the ardour of it conſiderably 
abated. 

In anſwer to theſs remonſtrances, Pickle ob- 
ſerved, that he had long ſet the world at den- 
ance; and as to the opinion of Emilia, he did 
not doubt that ſhe would applaud, in her heart, 
the reſolution he had taken, and do juſtice to the 
purity of his intention 

It was not an caſy taſk to divert. our hero from 


his deſigns, at any time of life; but, ſince his 


confinement, his inflexibility was become almoſt 
inſurmountable. The captain, therefore, aftar 
having diicharged his confcignce, in aſſuring him 
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that his ſiſter's happineſs was at ſtake, that liis 
mother had approved of the ſteps the had taken, 
and that he himſelf ſhould be extremely mortiiied 
at his refuſal, forbore to preſs him with further 
argument, Which ſerved only to rivet him the 
more ſtrongly in his own opinion; and undertook 
to deliver this anſwer to Emilia's letter. 


Mavam, 


HAT I revere the dignity of your virtue 

| with the utmoſt veneration, and love you 
infinitely more than life, I am at all times ready 
to demonſtrate; but the ſacrifice to honour, it is 
now My turn to pay; and ſuch is the rigour of 
my deſtiny, that in order to juſtify your gene- 
roſity, I muſt refuſe to profit by your condeſcen- 
ion. Madam, I am doomed to be for ever 
wretched; and to ſigh without ceaſing, for the 
poſſeſſion cf that jewel, which, tho' now in my 
offer, I dare not enjoy. I ſhall not pretend to 
expreſs the anguiſh that tears my heart, whilſt ! 
communicate this fatal renunciation ; but appeal 
to the delicacy of your own ſentiments, which 
can judge of my ſufferings, and will, doubtlci;, 
do juſtice to the ſelf-denial of your forlorn 


P. PICKLE, 


Emilia, who knew the nieety of our e 


pride, had foreſeen the purport of this cpiſtle, 
"before it came to her hands, ſhe did not there- 
fore deſpair of ſucceſs, nor deſiſt from the pro- 
ſecution of her plan; which was no other than 
that of ſecuring her own happinets, in eſpoufing 
the man upon whom ſhe had fixed her unalter- 
able affection. Conſident of his honour, and 
fully ſatisficd of the mutual paſhon with which 
they were inſpired, ſhe gradually decoyed him 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
into a literary correſpondence, wherein ſhe at- 
tempted to refute the arguments on which he 
grounded his refuſal; and, without doubt, the 
young gentleman was not a little pleaſed with 
the enjoyment of ſuch delightful: commerce, in 
the coins of which-he had (more than ever) an 
opportunity of admiring the porgnancy of her wit, 
and the elegance of her underſtanding. 


The contemplation of ſuch exceilency, while 


it ſtrengthened the chains with which the held 


him enflaved, added emulation to the other mo— 
tives which induced him to maintain the diſpute; 


and much ſubtlery of reaſoning was expended 


upon buth fides of this very particular queſtion, 


without any proſpect of conviction on either 
part: till, at laſt, the began to deſpair of making 
him a proſelyte to her opinion by d:nt of argu» 


ment; and reſolved for the future, to apply her- 


ſelf chicſy to the irreſiſtible prepoſſefiions of his 
love, which were not at all diminiſhed or im- 
paired by rhe eſſays of her pen. With this view 
ſhe propoſed a conference, pretending that it 
was impoflible to convey all her reflections up- 
on this ſubject, in a ſeries of ſhort letters: and 
Godfrey undertook to bail him for the day: but, 
conſcious of her power, he would not truſt 
himſelf in her preſence, tho' his heart throbbed 
with all the eagerneſs of deſire to ſee her fair 
eyes diſrobed of that reſentment which they had 
wore ſo long, and to enjoy the raviſhing iweets of 
a fond reconciliation, 

Nature could not have held ont againſt ſuch 
powerful attacks, had not the pride and caprice 
of his diſpottion been gratified to the full in the 
triumph of his reſiſtance; he looked upon the 
conteſt as altogether original, and perſevered 
with obſtinacy, becauſe he thought himſelf ſure 
of favourable terms, whenever he ſhould he diſ- 
poſed to capitulate. Perhaps he might have over- 
thot himſelf, in the courſe of his perteverance : 
a young lady of Emilia's fortune and attractions 
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could not fail to find herſelf ſurrounded by temp. 
tations, which few women can rchſt. She might 
have miſinterpreted the meaning of ſome para- 
graph, or taken umbrage at an unguarded ex- 


| 3 in one of Peregrine's letters: ſhe might 


ave been tired out by his obſtinate peculiarity, 
or, at the long run, conſtrued it into madneis, 
ſlight, or indifference; or, rather than waſte her 
prime in fruitleſs endeavours to ſubdue the pride 
of an head ſtrong humoriſt, ſhe might have liſtened 
to the voice of ſome admicer, fraught with quali— 
fications ſufficient to engage her c{tecm and aſſec- 
tion. But all theſe poſſibilities were providentially 
prevented by an accident, attended with more 
important conſcquences than any we have hi- 
therto recounted. 

Early one morning, Pipes was diſturbed by 
the arrival of a meſlenger, who had been ſent 
expreſs from the country by Mr. Clover, with 
a packet for the lieutenant, and arrived in 
town over night; but as he was oblized to 
have recourſe to the information of Jack's cor- 
reſpondent in the city, touching the place of 
his abode, before he demanded entrance at the 
Fleet, the gate was ſhut; nor would the turnkeys 
admit him, altho* he told them, that he was 
charged with a mellage of the utmoſt conſequence; 
ſo that he was fain to tarty till day-break, when 
he, at his earneſt ſolicitation, was allowed to 
enter. | | 

Hatchway, opened the packet, found a letter 
incloſed for Peregrine, with an earneſt requeſt, 
that he ſhould forward it to the hands of that 
young gentleman with all poſſible diſpatch. Jack, 
who could not dive into the meaning of this ex- 
traordinary injunction, began to imagine that 
Mrs. Clover lay at the point of death, and want- 
ed to take her Jaſt farewei of her brother; and 
this conceit worked 1o flrongly upon his imagi— 
nation, that, while he huddled on his cloaths, 
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and made the beſt of his way to the apartment 
of our hero, he could not help curing, within 
himſelf, the folly of the huſband in ſending fuch 
lila greeable meſſages to a man of Peregrine's 
impatient temper, already ſoured by his own ͤ un- 
caly ſituation. 

his reflection would have induced him to 
ſappreſs the letter, had not he been afraid to 
tamper with the tickliſh diſpoſition of his friend 
to whom, while he delivercd it, “ As for my 
own part (ſaid hc), mayhap I may have as much 
natural affection as another; but, when my ſpouſe 
arted, I bore my misfortune like a Britiſh man 
and a chriſtian : for, why ? he's no better than 
a freſh-water ſailor, who knows not how to {tem 
the current of miſchance.”” 

Pickle being waked from a pleaſant dream, in 
which the fair Emilia was principally concerned, 
and hearing this ſtrange preamble. fat up in his 
hed, and unſealed the letter in a ſtate of mor- 
tiſication and diſguſt: but what were the emo- 
tions of his ſoul, when he read the following in- 
timation ! | 


Dear Brother, 


| bs hath pleaſed God to take your father ſud- 
4 denly off, by a fit of apoplexy; and as he 
has died inteſtate, I give you this notice, that 
you may, with all ſpeed, come down and take 
poſſeſhon of your right in deſpite of maſter 
Gam and his mother, who, you may be 1ure, 
do not fit eaſy under this unexpected diſpenſation 
of providence. 1 have, by virtue of being a 
juſtice of the peace, taken ſuch precautions as I 
thought necetlary for your advantage; and the 
funeral ſhall be deferred until your pleaſure be 
mnown. Your ſiſter, though ſincerely afflicted 
by her father's fate, ſubmits to the will of heaven 
with laudable refignation, and begs you will ſet 


—— . — 
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that he was actually awake: 
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out for this place. without delay; in which re- 
gueſt ſhe is joined by, Sir, 


Your aſfectionate brother, and 
Humble ſervant, 


CHARLES CLOVER. 


Peregrine, at firſt, looked upon this epiſtle as 
à mere illuſion of the brain, and a continuation 
of the reverie in which he had been engaged. He 
read it ten times over, without being perſuaded 
he rubbed his eyes, 
and ſhook. his head, in order to ſhake off the 
drowſy vapours that ſurrounded him: he hemm'd 
thrice with great vociſeration, ſnapp'd his fingers, 
tieak'd his noſe, ſtarted vp from his bed, and, 


opening the caſement, took a ſurvey of the well- 


known objects that appeared on each fide of his 
habitation, Every thing ſcemed congruous and 
connected, and he ſaid, within himſelf, “ Sure 


this is the moſt diſtinct. dream that ever fleep 


roduced.” Then he had recourſe again to the 
oO 


paper, which he carefully peruſed, without find- 


ing any variation. from his firſt notion of the 
contents. | | 

Hatchway, ſeeing-all his extravagances of ac- 
tion, accompanied with a wild ſtare of diſtrac- 


tion, began to believe that his head was at length. 


fairly turned, and was really meditating means 
for ſecuring his perſon 3 when Pickle, in a tone 
of ſurpriſc, exclaimed, © Good God! 
or am I not awake!“ Why look ye, couiin 
Fickle (replied the lieutenant), that is a queſtion 
which the deep ſea-line of my underſtanding is 
not long enough to ſound ; but, how ſomever, 
tho'f I can't truſt to the obſervation J have taken, 
it ſhall go hard but I will fall upon a way to guels 
whereabouts we are.” So ſaying he litted up a 
pitcher full of cold water, that. ſtood behind the 
outward door, and diſcharged it in the face cf 
Peregrine without ceremony or hehtation, 
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This remedy produced the deſired effect: un- 


palatable as it was, the young gentleman nv 
ſooner recovered his breath, which was endau- 
gered by ſuch a ſudden application, than he 
thanked his friend Jack for the ſeaſonable opera- 
tion he had performed. Having no longer anv 
juſt reaſon to doubt the reality of what appeared 
ſo convincingly to his ſenſes, he ſhifted himſelf on 
the inſtant, not without hurry and trepidation ; 
and putting on his morning dreſs, ſallied forth to 
the Bare, in order to deliberate with himſclf on 
the important intelligence he had received. 
Hatchway, not yet fully convinced of his ſani- 
ty, and curious to know the purport of the letter, 
which had affected him in ſuch an extraordinary 
manner, carefully attended his footſteps in this 
excurſion, in hope cf being ſavoured with his 
confidence, in the courſe of their perambula- 


tion, Our hero no ſooner appeared at the (tree: 
door, than he was ſaluted by the meſſenger, 


who having poſted himſelf in the way for that 
purpoſe, ** God bleſs your noble honour, ſquire 


- Pickle (cried he), and give you joy of ſucceed- 


ing to your father's eſtate.” Theſe words had 
ſcarce proceeded from his mouth, when the lien- 
tenant hopping eagerly towards the countrvman, 
ſqueezed his hand with great affection, and aſked | 
if the old gentleman had actually taken his de- 
parture: “ Ay maſter Hatchway (replied the 
other), in ſuch a woundy haſte, that he forgot to 
make a will.” *© Body of me ! (exclaimed the 
ſeaman) theſe are the beſt tidings I have heard 
ſince I firſt went to ſea, Here, my lad, take my 
purſe, and ſtow thyſelf chocque full of the beft 
liquor in the land.“ So faying, he tipped the 
peaſant with ten pieces, and immediately the 
whole place echoed with the ſound of 'Tom's 
inſtrument. Peregrine, repairing to the walk, 


communicated the billet to his honeſt friend, 
who at his deſire went forthwith to the lodgings 
of captain Gauntlet, and returned in leſs than 

vol. III. | 


O 
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Half an hour with that gentleman, who (1 
nced not ſay) was heartily rejoiced at the ve» 
cation, 


TH Ay. CH. 


Peregrine Folds a conſultation with his friends, in con- 
ſequence of which he bids adieu to the Pleet. He 
arrives at his father's houſe, and afferts his igt of 
inheritancc. 


OR did our hero keep the miſanthrope in 
| 1gnorance of this happy turn of fortune: 
Pipes was diſpatched to the ſenior, with a meſ— 
lage requeſting his immediate preſence ; and he 
accordingly appeared, in obedience to the ſum- 
mons, growling with diſcontent, for having been 
deprived of ſeveral hours of his natural reſt, His 
month was immediately ſtopped with the letter, 
at which he foiled horrible à ghoſtly grin ; and, af- 
tera compliment of gratulation, they entered in- 
to a cloſe divan, about the meaſutes to be taken 
in contequence of this event. 

There was no room for much debate: it was 
unanimouſly agreed, that Pickle ſhould ſet out, 
with all poflible diſpatch, for the garriſon, to 
which Gauntlet and Hatchway refolved to ar- 
tend hir. Pipes was accordingly ordered to 
prepare a couple of poſt-chaiſe, while Godfrey 
went to procure bail for his friend, and provide 
them with money for the expence of the expe- 
dition, but not before he was defired by Pere- 
grine to conceal this piece of news from his ſiſter, 
that our youth might have an opportunity to 
ſurprite her in a moſt intereſting manner, after he 
ſhould have ſettled his atFaiis, 

All theſe previous ſtcps being taken in leis 
than an hour, our hero took his leave of the 
Fleet, after he had left twenty guineas with thc 
warden fur the relief of the poor priſoners, a 
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great number of whom convoyed him to the gate, 
pouring forth prayers for his long life and pro- 
ſperity; and he took the road to the garriſon, 
in the molt elevated tranſports of joy, unallayed 
with the leaſt mixture of grief at the death of a 
parent whoſe paternal tendernets he had never 
known. His breaſt was abſoutely a ſtranger to 
that boaſted Erooyn, or inſtinct of affection, by 
which the charities are ſuppoſed to ſubſiſt. 

Of all the journies he had ever made, this, 
fare, was the moſt delightful : he felt all the ex- 
taſy that muſt naturally be produced in a young 
man of his imagination, from ſuch a ſudden 
tranſition in point of circumſtance ; he found 
himſelf delivered from confinement and diſgrace, 
without being obliged to any perſon upon earth 
for his deliveraace ; he had it now in his power 
to retort the contempt of the world, in a manner 
ſuited to his moſt ſanguine wiſh ; he was recon- 
ciled to his friend, and enabled to gratify his 
love, even upon his own terms; and ſaw himſelf 
in poſſeiion of a fortune more ample than his 
firſt inheritance, with a ſtock of experience that 
would ſteer him clear of all thoſe quickſands 
among which he had been formerly wrecked. 

In the middle of their journey, while they 
halted at an inn for a ſhort refreſhment and 
change of hories, a poſtilion running up to Pe- 
regrine in the yard, fell at his feet, claſped his 
knees with great eagerneſs and agitation, and pre- 
ſented to him the individual face of his old valet 
de chambre. The youth perceiving him in ſuch 
an abject garb and attitude, commanded him to 
riſe and tell the cauſe of ſuch a miſerable reverſe 
in his fortune. Upon which Hadgi gave him to 
underſtand, that he had been ruined by his wife, 
who having robbed him of all his cath and valu- 
able effects, had eloped from his houſe, with 
one of his own cuſtomers, who appeared in the 
character of a French count, who was in reality 
no other than an Italian fidler ; 2 in conſe- 
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quence of this retreat, he (the huſband) was diſ- 
abled from paying a conſiderable ſum which he 
had ſet apart for his wine merchant, who being 
diſappointed in his expectation, took out an ex- 
ecution againſt his effects; and the reſt of his 
creditors following his example, hunted him out 
of houſe and home: ſo that finding his perſon 
in danger at London, he had been obliged to 
eſcape into the country, ſkulking about from one 
village to another, till being quite deſtitute of all 
ſupport, he had un'ertaken his preſent office, to 
ſave himſelf from ſtarving. 

Peregrine liſtened with compaſſion to his la— 
mentable tale, which too well accounted for his 
not appearing in the Fleet, with offers of ſervice 
to his maſter in diſtreſs, a circumſtance that 
Pickle had all along imputed to his avarice and 


ingratitude. He aſſured him, that as he had 


been the means of throwing in his way the tempt- 
ation to which he u fell a ſacrifice, he would 


charge himſelf with the retrieval of his affairs: 


in the mean time, he made him taſte of his 


bounty, and deſired him to continue in his preſent 


employment, until he ſhould. return from the 


garriſon, when he would conſider his fituation, 


aud do ſomething for his immediate relief. 

Hadgi attempted to kiſs his ſhoe, and wept, or 
affected to weep, with ſenſibility, at this gracious 
reception; he even made a merit of his unwil- 
lingneſs to exerciſe his new occupation, and 
earneſtly begged that he might be allowed to give 
immediate attendance upon his dear maſter, 
from whom he could not bear the thoughts of a 
ſecond parting. His entreaties were reinforced 
by the interceſſion of his two friends, in conſe- 
quence of which the Swiſs was permitted to fol- 


low them at his own leiſure, while they fer for- 
wards after a flight repaſt, and reached the place 


of their deſtination before ten o'clock at night. 
Peregrine, inſtead of alighting at the garriſon, 
rode ſtraightway to his father's houſe; and no 


F 
˖ 
[ 
[ 
t 
t 


diſ.- 
he 
eing 
ex. 
his 
out 
ion 
0 
one 
all 
to 


PEREGRINE PICK-LE. 293 


perſon appearing to receive him, not even a ſer- 
vant to take care of his chaiſe, he diſmounted 
without afliſtance. Being followed by his two 
friends, he advanced into the hall, where per- 
ceiving a bell- rope, he made immediate appli— 
cation to it, in ſuch a manner as brought a cou- 
ple of footmen into his preſence. After having 
reprimanded them, with a ſtern look, for their 
neglect, in point of attendance, he commanded 
them to ſhew im into an apartment; and as 
they ſeemed unwilling to yield obedience to his 
orders, aſked, if they did not belong to the 
family ? : 
One of them, who took upon. himſelf the of- 
fice of ipokefman, replied with a ſullen air, that 
they had been in the ſervice of old Mr. Pickle, - 


and now that he was dead, thought themſelves. 


bound toobey no body but their lady, and her 
ſon Mr. Gamaliel. This declaration had ſearce 
procceded from his mouth, when our hero gave 
theri to underſtand, that ſince they were not diſ- 


poſed to own any other maſter, they muit change 


their quarters immediately. He ordered them 
to decamp without further preparation; and as 
they ſtill continued reſtiff, they were kicked out 
of doors by the captain and his friend Hatchway, 
Squire Gam, who overheard every thing that 
paſſed, and was now more than ever inflamed 
with that rancour which he had ſucked with his. 
mother's milk, flew to the aſſiſtance of his adhe- 
reats, with a piſtol] in each hand, bellowing 
Hie ves ! thieves ! with great vociferation, as if 
he had miſtaken the buſineſs of the ſtrangers, and 
actually believed himtelf in danger of being rob- 
bed. Under this pretence he ditcharged a piece 
at his brother, who luckily eſcaped the ſhot, 
cloſed with him in a moment, and wreliting the 
other piſtol from his gripe, turned him out into 
the court yard, to the confolation of his two 
dependants. . 1 

By this time, Pipes and the two poſtilions had 


taken poſſeſſion of the ſtables, without bei 
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oppoſed by the coachman and his deputy, who 
quietly ſubmitted to the authority of their new 
ſovereign : but the noiſe of the piſtol had alarm- 
ed Mrs. Pickle, who running down ſtairs, with 
the moſt frantic appearance, attended by two 
maids and the curate, who ſtill maintained his 
place of chaplain and ghoſtly director in the fa- 
mily, would have affaulted our hero with Let 
nails, had not the bcen reſtrained by her atten- 
dants. Tho' they prevented her from uſing her 
hands, they could not hinder her from cxerciſing 
her tongue, which the wagged againſt him with 
all the virulence of malice. She atked, if he 
was come to butcher his brother, to inſult his 
father's corpſe, and triumph in her affliction; ſhe 
beſtowed upon him the epithets of ſpendthrift, 
Jailbird, and unnatural ruffian; ſhe begged par- 
don of God for having brought ſuch a monitez 
into the world, accuſed him of having brought 
His father's grey [heirs with ſorrow to the grave; 
and aſſirmed, that were he to touch the body, 
it would bleed at his approach. 
Without pretending to refute the articles of 
this ridiculous charge, he allowed her to ring out 
her alarm; and then calmly replied, that if fhe 
.did not quietly retire -to her chamber, and be- 
have as became a perſon in her prcſent ſituation, 
he ſhould inſiſt upon her removing to another 

lodging, without delay; for he was determined 
to be maſter in his own family. The lady, who, 
in all probability, expected that he would en- 
deavour to appeaſe her with all the tenderneſs of 
filial ſubmiſſion, was ſo much exaſperated at his 
cavalier behaviour, that her conſtitution could 
not ſupport the tranſports of her ſpirits; and 
ſhe was carried off by her women in a fit, 
while the officious clergyman was diſmiſſed 
after his pupil, with all the circumſtances of 
diſgrace. TE 

Our hero having thus made his quarters good, 
took poſſeſſion of the beſt apartment in the houſe, 
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and ſcnt notice of his arrival to Mr. Clover, who 
with his wife, viſited him in leſs than an hour, 
and was not a little ſurpriſed to find him ſo ſud— 
denly ſettled in his father's houſe. The meetin 
of Julia and her brother was extremely pathetic. 
She had always loved him with uncommoa 
tenderneſs, and looked upon him as the orna- 
ment of her family; but ſhe had heard of his 
extravagancies with regret, and though ſhe con- 
ſidered the ſtories that were circulated at his 
expence, as the malicious exaggerations of his 
mother and her darling ſon, her appreheniion 
had been grievouſly alarmed by an account of 
his impriſonment nd diſtreſs, which had. heen 
accidentally conveyed to that country by a gen- 
tleman from London, who had been formerly 
of his acquaintance; ſhe could not, therefore, 
without the moſt tender emotions of joy, ſee him, 
as it were, ieſtored to his rightful inheritance, 
and re-eſtabliſhed in that ſtation of life which 
ſhe thought he could fill with dignity and im- 
portance. 

After their mutual expreſſions of affection, ſhe 
retired to her mother's chamber, with a view to 
make a ſecond offer of her ſervice and attend- 
auce, which had been already rejected with ſcorn 
ſince her father's death; while Peregrine con- 
ſulted his brother-1n-law, about the affairs of the 
family, fo far as they had fallen within his cog 
nizance and obſervation. 

Mr. Clover told him, that though he ws 
never favoured with the confidence of the d- 
funct, he knew ſome of his intimates, who had 
been tampered with by Mrs. Pickle, and even 
engaged to ſecond the remonſtrances by which 
ſhe had often endeavoured to perſuade her huſ— 
hand to ſettle his affairs by a formal will; but 
that he had from time to time evaded their im- 
portunities with ſurpriſing excuſes of procraſti— 
nation, that plainly appeared to be the reſult of 
wventien and delign, far above the ſuppoſed 
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pitch of his capacity; a circumſtance from which 
Mr. Clover concluded, that the old gentleman 
1magined his life would not have been ſecure, 
had he once taken ſuch a ſtep as would have 
rendered 1t unnecetfary to the independence of 
his ſecond fon. He moreover obſerved, that, 
in coniequence of this information, he no ſooner 
heard of Mr. Pickle's death, which happened 
at the club, than he went directly, with a lawyer, 
to- his houſe, before any cabal or conſpiracy could 
be formed againſt the rightful heir, and, in 
preſence of witneffes provided for the purpoſe, 
icaled up all the papers of the deceated, aſter 


the widow had, in the firſt tranſports of her 


torrow and vexation, fairly owned, that her 
tuſband had died inteſtate. 

Peregrine was extremely well ſatisſied with 
this intelligence, by which all his doubts were 
diſpeiled; and having cheerfully ſupped with his 
fizends on a cold collation which his brother-1n- 
l, had brought in his char:ot, they retired to 
ic ft, in different chambers, after Julia had met 
with anether repulſe from her capricious mother, 
whoſe overflowing rage had now ſubſided into 
the ſor mer channel of calm inveteracy. 


Next morning the houſe was ſupplied with 


ſt me ſervants from the garriſon, and preparations 
were made for the funeral of the deceated. Gam 
having taken lodgings in the neighbourhood, 
came with a chaife and cart to demand his mo- 
ther, together with his own cloaths, and her 
erſonal etlects. 6 

Our hero, though he would not ſuffer him to 
enter the door, allowed his propoſal to be com- 
municated to the widow, who eagerly embraced 
he opportunity of removing, and was, with her 
own baggage, and that of her beloved ſon, con- 
veyed to the place which he had prepared for 
her reception. Thither ſhe was followed by her 
woman, who was deſired by Pereprice to allure 
her malſtret>, that until a regular proviſion could 
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be ſettled upon her, ſhe might command him, 


in point of money, or any other accommodation 
in his power, 


,,, 


He performs the laft offices to his father, and re- 
tarus to London pon @ very. intereſting deſign. 


UITS of mourning being provided for him« 


10 telf, his friends and adherents, and every 


other previous meaſure taken, ſuitable to the oc- 
caulon, his father was interred, in a private man- 
ner, in the parith church; and his papers being 


examined, in preſcnce of many perſons of ho- 


nour and integrity, invited for that purpoſe, no 
will was found, or any other deed, in favour of 
the ſecond fon, tho' it appeared by the marriage 
ſettiement, that the widow was 1ntitled to a join- 


ture of five hundred pounds a year. 'The teſt 


of his papers conſiſted of Eaſt-India bonds, 
South Sex annuiries, mortgages, notes and af 
ſignments, to the amount of fourſcore thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fixty pounds, excluſive of the 
houſe, plate and furniture, horſes, equipage and 
cattle, with the garden and park adjacent, to a 
very conſiderable extent. 

This was a ſum that even exceeded his ex- 
pectation, and could not fail to entertain his 
fancy with the moſt agrecable ideas. He found 
himſelf immediately a man of vaſt confequence 
among his country neighbours, who vifited him 
with compliments of congratulation, aud treated 
him with ſuch reſpe& as would have effectuaily 
ſpoiled wad} ana man of his diſpoſition, who 
had not the ſame advantages of experience as he 
bad already purchaſed at a very extravagant 
price. Thus ſhielded with caution, he bore his 
proſperity with ſurpriſing temperance, every 
dody was charmed with his affability and mode- 
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ration. When he made a circuit round the gen- 
tlemen of the diſtrict, in order to repay the cour- 
teſy which he owed, he was careſſed by them 


himſelf as a candidate tor the county, at the 
next election, which, they ſuppoſed, would ſoon 
happen, becauſe the preſent member was in a 
declining ſtate of health. Nor did his perſon 
and adcareis etcape unheeded by the ladies, many 
of whom did not ſeruple to ſpread their attrac- 
tions before him, with a view of captivating ſuch 
a valuable prize : nay, ſuch an impreſhon did 
this legacy make upon a certain peer, who re- 
ſided in this part of the country, that he culti- 
vated Pickle's acquaintance with great eagerneſs, 
and without circumlocution, offered to him in 
marriage his only daughter, with a very con- 
ſiclerable fortune. 

Our hero expreſſed himſelf, upon this occa— 
ſion, as became a man of honour, ſenſibility, and 
politeneſs; and frankly gave his lordſhip to un- 
deſtand, that his heart was already engaged. 
He was pleaſed with the opportunity of making 
ſuch a facrifice to his paſhon for Emilia, which, 
by this time, inflamed his thoughts to ſuch a de- 
gree of impatience, that he refolved to depart 
for London, with all poſſible ſpeed ; and for that 
purpote induſtriouſſly employed almoſt every 
hour of his time in regulating his domeſtic affairs. 
He paid off all his father's ſervants, and hired 
others, at the recommendation of his ſiſter, who 
promiſed to ſuperintend his houſhold in his ab- 
tence : he advanced the firſt half-yearly payment 
of his mother's jointure; and as for his brother 
Gam, he gave him divers opportunities of ae— 
knowledging his faults, ſo as that he might have 
anfwered to his own conſcience for taking any 
ſtep in his favour ; but that young gentleman 
was not yet ſuthciently humbled by misfortune, 
and not only forbore to make any overtures of 
peace, but alſo took all occaſions to ſlander the 


with uncommon aſſiduity, and adviſed to offer 
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conduct and revile the perſon of our hero, being, 
in this practice, comforted and abetted by. his 
righteous mamma. | | 
Every thing being thus ſettled for the preſent, 
the triumvirate {ct out on their return to town, 
ia the ſame manner with that in which they had 
arrived in the country, except in this ſmall varia- 
tion, that Hatchway's chaiſe- companion was 
now the valet de chambre reſitted, inſtead of 
Pipes, who, with another lacquey, attended 


them on horſeback. When they had performed 


two-thirds of their way to London, they chanced 


to overtake a country-ſ{quire, on his return from 
a viſit to one of his neighbours, who had enter- 
tained him with ſuch hoſpitality, that, (as the 
lieutenant obſerved) he rolled himiclf almoſt gun- 
wale to every motion of his horſe, which was a 
fine hunter: and when the chaiſes paſſed him ar 
full ſpeed he ſct up the ſportiman's hollow, in a 
voice that ſounded like a French horn, clapping 
ſpurs to Sorrel at the ſame time, in order to keep 
up with the pace of the machine. 

Peregrine, who was animated with an uncom— 
mon flow of ſpirits, ordered his poſtilion to pro— 
ceed more ſoftly ; and entered into converſation 
with the ſtranger, touching the make and met- 
tle of his horie, upon which he deſcanted with 
ſo much learning, that the ſquire was aſtoniſhed 
at his knowledge, When they approached his 
habitation, he invited the young gentleman and 
his company to halt, and driak a bottle of his 
ale; and was fo preſſing in his ſolicitation, that 
they complied with his requeſt. He accordingly 
conducted them through a ſpacious avenue, 
that extended as far as the highway, to the 
gate of a large chateau, of a moſt noble and 
venerable appearance, which induced them to 
alight and view the apartments, contrary to 


their firſt intention of drinking a glaſs of his Oc- 


tober at the door, | 
The rooms were every way ſuitable to the 
magnificence of the outſide, and our hero ima- 
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| gined they had made a tour through the whole G 
| 1weep, when the Jandlord gave him to under- th 
| ſtand that they had not yet ſeen the beſt apart- jo 
| ment of the Cole, and immediately led them n. 


into a ſpacious dining-room, which Peregrine 
did not enter without giving manifeſt ſigns of un- 
common aſtoniſhment. Ihe pannels all round. 
were covered with. portraits, at full length, by | 
Vandyke; and not one of them appeared with- F 
out a ridiculous tye perriwig, in the ſtyle of thoſe 
that uſually hang over the ſhops of two-penny 
barbers. The ſtrait boots in which the figures had 
been originally painted, and the other circum- 
ſtances of attitude and drapery, ſo inconſiſtent 
with this monſtrous furniture of the head, ex- 
bibited ſuch a ludicrous appearance, that Pickle's 
wonder, in a little time, gave way to his mirth, 
and he was ſeized with a violent fit of laughter 
which had well nigh deprived him of his breath. 
The ſquire, half pleaſed and half offended at 
this expreſſion of ridicule, © I know (ſaid he) 
what makes you laugh ſo woefully : you think it 
ftrange to zee my vorefathers booted and ſpurred, 
with huge three tailed pertiwigs on their pates. 
The truth of the matter is this: I could not abide 
to zee the pictures of my vamily with a parcel 
of looſe hair hanging about their eyes, like zo 
many colts; and zo | employed a painter vellow 
fiom Lundon to clap decent perriwigs upon their 
ikulls, at the rate of vive ſhillings a head, and 
offered him three ſhillings a-piece to furniſh 
each with a handſome pair of ſhoes and ſtock- 
ings : but the raſcal, thinking I muſt have em 
done at any price after their heads were covered, 
hageled with me for vour ſhillings a picture; and | 
Zo, rather than be impoſed upon, I turned him 
olf, and ſhall let em ſtand as they are, till zome 
more reaſonable brother of the bruſh comes round 
the country.” | 
Fiekle commended his reſolution, tho', in his 
heart, he bleiied himſelf from ſuch a barbarous 
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Goth: and, aſter they had diſpatched two or 
three botties of his beer they procecded on their 
journey, and arrived in town about eleven at 
night. 


CHAP. the Lan. 


He enjoys an interview with Emilia, and makes hime 
felf ample amends for all the mortiſications of his 
life. 


CDFREY, who had taken leave of his ſiſter, 
Jon pretence of making a ſhort excurſion 
with Pcregrine, whoſe health required the en- 
joyment of freth air, after his long confinement, 
tent a meſſage to her, that ſame night, announc- 
ing his arrival, and giving her notice that he 
would breakfaſt with her next morning; when 
he and our hero, who had dreſſed himſelf for the 
purpoſe, taking a Hackney-coach, repaired ta 
her lodging, and were introduced into a parlour, 
adjoining to that in which the tea-table was ſet. 
Here they had not waited many minutes when 
they heard the found of feet, coming down ſtairs; 
upon which our hero's heart began to beat the 
alarm. He concealed himſelf behind the ſcreen, 
by the direction of his friend, whoſe ears being 
ſaluted with Sophy's voice from the next room, 
he flew into it with great ardour, and enjoyed 
upon her lips the ſweet tranſports of a meeting fo 
unexpected: for he had left her 1a her father's 


houſe at Windſor. 


Amidſt theſe emotions, he had almoſt forgot 
the ſituation of Peregrine; when Emilia, aſ- 
ſuming an enchanting air, „Is not this (ſaid 
ſhe) a moſt provoking ſcene to a young woman, 
like me, who am doomed to wear the willow; 
by the ſtrange caprice of my lover? Upon my 
word, brother, you have done me infinite pre- 
judice, in promoting this jaunt with my obſtt- 
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nate correſpondent; who, I ſuppoſe, is fo ra- 
viſhed with this tranſient glimpſe of liberty, that 
he will never be perſuaded to incur unneceſſary 
confinement for the future.” “ My dear fiſter, 
(replied the captain, tauntingly) your own pride 
ſer him the example; ſo you mult e'en ſtand to 
the conſequence of his imitation.” “ *Tis a 
hard caſe, however (anſwered the fair offender), 
that I ſhould ſuffer all my life, by one venial 
treſpaſs. Heigh ho! who would imagine that a 
ſprightly girl, ſuch as I, with ten thouſand 
pounds, ſhould go a begging? I have a good 
mind to marry the next perſon that aiks me the 
queſtion, in order to be revenge] upon this un- 
yielding humouriſt. Did the dear fellow diſcover 
no inclination to ſee me, in all the term of his 
releaſement? Well, if ever I can catch the fugt- 
tive again, he ſhall ſing in his cage for life.“ 


idea of Peregrine's tranſports, while he over— 
heard this declaration; which was no ſooner pro— 
nounced, than, unable to refift the impetuoſity 
of his pailion, he ſprung from his Jurking-place, 
exclaiming, „ Here I ſurrender;”” and ruthing 
into her preſence, was ſo dazzled with her beau— 
ty, that his ſpeech failed: he was fixed, like a 
ſtatue, to the floor; and all his faculties were 
abſorpt in admiration. Indeed, the was now in 
the full bloom of her charms, and it was nearly 
impoilible to look upon her without emotion. 
What then muſt have been the extaſy of eur 
youth, whoſe paſkon was whetted with all the 
incitements which could ſtimulate the human 
heart! The ladies ſcreamed with ſurprize at his 
appearance, and Emilia underwent ſuch agitation 
as fluſhed every charm with irreſiſtible energy: 
her cheeks glowed with a moſt delicate ſuffuſion, 
and her boſom-heaved with ſuch bewitching un- 


contain the ſnowy hemiſphercs, that roſe like a 
viſion of paradiſe to his view, 


It is impollible to convey to the reader a juſt 


dulation, that the cambrick could not conceal or 
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While he was almoſt fainting with unutterable 
deliglit, ſhe ſeemed ready to fink under the tu- 
mults of tenderneſs and confulion ; when our 
hero, perceiving her condition, obeyed the im- 
pulſe of his love, and circled the charmer in his 
arms, without ſuffering the leaſt frown or ſymp- 
tom of difpleaſure. Not all the pleaſures of his 
life had amounted to the ineffable joy of this 
embrace, in which he continued for ſome mi— 
nutes totally entranced. He faſtened upon her 
pouting lips, with all the eagerneſs of rapture : 
and, while his brain ſeemed to whitl round with 
tranſport, exclaimed in a dehrium of bliſs, 
«« Heaven and earth! this is too much to 
bear.“ 

His imagination was accordingly relieved, and 
his attention in ſome meaſure divided, by the in- 
terpoſition of Sophy, who kindly chid him for 
his having overiooked his old friends: thus ac- 
coſted, he quitted his delicious armful, and, ſa- 
lut ing Mrs. Gauntlet, aſked pardon for his ne- 
glect; obſerving, that ſuch rudeneſs was excuſe- 
able, conſidering the long and unhappy exile 
which he had ſuffered, from the jewel of his 
foul. Then turning to Emilia,“ I am come, 
madam (ſaid he), to claim the performance of 
your promiſe, which I can produce under your 
own fair hand: you may, therefore, lay aſide all 
ſuperfluous ceremony and ſhyneſs, and crown 
my happineſs without farther delay; for upon 
my ſoul ! my thoughts are wound up to the Jaſt 
pitch of expectation, and I thall certainly run 
diſtracted, if I am doomed to any term of pro- 
bation.” : 

His miſtreſs, having by this time recollected 
Lerſelf, replied with a moſt exhilarating ſmile, 
« I ought to puniſh you for your obſtinacy, 
with the mortification of a twelve month's trial ; 
but *tis dangerous to tamper with an admirer of 
your diſpofition, and therefore, I think, I muſt 
make ſure of you while it is in my power.“ 
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* You are willing, then, to take me for better 
for worſe, in prelence of heaven and thele wit- 
nefſes?” cried Peregrine kneeling, and applying 
her hand to his lips. At this interrogation, her 
features ſoftened into an amazing expreſſion of 
condeſcending love; and while ſhe darted a tide- 
glance, that thrilled to his marrow, and heaved a 
ſigh more ſoft than Zephyr's balmy wing, her 
anſwer was, © Why—ay and heaven grant 
me patience to bear the humours of ſuch a yoke- 
fellow.“ “ And may the ſame powers (replicd 
the youth) grant me life and opportunity to ma- 
nifeſt the immenſity of my love. Mean while, 
| have eighty thouſand pounds, which ſhall be 
laid immediately in your lap.” 

So faying, he ſcaled the contract upon her lips, 
and explained the myſtery of his laſt words, 
which had begun to operate upon the wonder 
of the two ſiſters. Sophy was agrecably ſurpriſed 
with the account of his good fortune: nor was 
it, in all probability, unacceptable to the lovely 


opportunity to uphraid her admirer with the in- 
flexibility of his pride, which (the ſcrupled not 
to ſay) would have baffled all the ſupgeitions of 
h s- pailton, had not it been gratiſied by this pro- 
vidential event. 

Matters being thus happily matured, the lover 
begged that immediate recourſe might be had to 
the church, and his happineſs aſcertained before 
night. But the bride objected, with great vche- 
mence, to ſuch precipitation, being defirous of 
her mother's preſence at the ceremony; and ſhe 
was ſeconded in her opinion by her brother's wife. 
Peregrine, maddening with defire, aſſaulted her 
with the moſt earneſt intreaties, repreſenting, 
that, as her mother's conſent was already obtain- 
ed, there were ſurely no neceſſity for a delay, that 
mult infallibly make a dangerous impreſſion upon 
his brain and conſtitution. He fell at her feet, 
in all the agony of impaticace ; ſwore chat his life 


Emilia; tho', from this information, ſhe took an 
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and intellects would actually be in jeopardy by 
her xefuſal; and when ſhe attempted to argue him 
out of his demand, began to rave with ſuch ex- 
travapance, that Sophy was frightened into con- 
viction: and Godfrey enforcing the remon- 
ſtrances of his friend, the amiable Emilia was 
teazed into compliance. 

After breakſaſt the bridegroom and his com- 
panion ſet out for the Commons for a licence, 
having firſt agreed upon the houſe at which the 
ceremony ſhould be performed, in the lodgings 
of the bride; and the permiſſion being obtained, 
they found means to engage a clergyman, who 
undertook to attend them at their own time and 
place. Then a ring was purchaſed for the occa- 
ſion; and they went in fearch of the licutenant, 
with whom they dined at a tavern, and not only 


made him acquainted with the ſteps they had 


taken, but deliced that he would Rand god-father 
to the bride: an employment which Jack ace 
cepted with demonſtrations of particular ſatis» 
faction; till chancing to look into the ſtreet, 
and ſceing Cadwaliader approach the door, in 
conſequence of a meſſage they had ſent to him 
hy Pipes, he declined the otſice in favour of the 
lentor ; who was accordingly ordained for that 
purpoſe, on the ſuppoſition that ſuch a mark of 
regard might facilitate his concurrence with a 
match, which otherwiſe he would certainly 
oppoſe, as he was a piofciied enemy to wed- 
lock, and, as yet, ignorant of Peregrine's inten- 
tion, | | 
After having congratulated Pickle upon his 
ſucccſhon, and ſhouk his two friends by the 
hand, the miſanthrope aixed whoſe mare was 
dead, that he was ſummoned m ſuch a plaguy 
hurry from his dinner, which he had been fain 
to gobble up like a cannibal. Our nero gave him 
to underſtand, that they had made an appoint- 
ment to drink tea with two agrceable ladies, and 
were unwilling that he ſhould loſe the opportu- 
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nity of enjoying an entertainment which he loved 
{o much. Crabtree, ſhrivelling up his face, like 
an autumn leaf, at this intimation, curſed his 
.complaiſance, and ſwore they ſhould keep their 
aſlignation without him; for he and letchery had 
Mook hands many years ago. | 

The bridegroom, however, likening him unto 
an old coachman, who ſtill delights in the ſmack 
of the whip, and dropping ſeme flattering hints 
of his manhood, even at theſe years, he was 
gradually prevailed upon to accompany them to 
«he place of rendezvous ; where, being uſhered 
into a dining room, they had not waited three 
minutes, when they were joined by the parſon, 
who had obſerved the hour with great punctuality. 

This gentleman no ſooner centered the room, 
than Cadwallader, in a whiſper to Gauntzlct, 
aſked if that was not the cock-bawd; and be- 
fore the captain could make any reply, “ What 
an unconſcionable whore-maſter the rogue is 
{faid he) ſcarce diſcharged from confinement, 
and ſweetened with a little freſh air, when he 
wenches with a pimp in canonicals in his pay.” 
The door again opened, and Emilia broke in 


upon them, with ſuch dignity of mien, and di- 


vinity of aſpect, as inſpucd every ſpectator with 
aſtoniſhment and admiration. "ihe heutenant, 
who had not ſeen her fince her charms were 
ripened into ſuch perfection, expreſſed his won- 
der and approbation in an exclamation of Add's 
zooks! what a glorious galley !” and the miſan- 
thrope's viſage was inſtantly metamorphoſed into 
the face of a mountain goat. He licked his lips 
inſtinctively, ſnuffed the air, and ſquinted with 
a moſt horrible obliquity of viſion. 

The bride and her ſiſter being ſeated, and 


Hatchway having renewed his acquaintance with 


the former, who recognized him with particular 
civility, Peregrine withdrew into another apart- 
ment with his friend Crabtree, to whom he im- 
parted the deſign of this meeting, which the lat- 
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ter no ſooner underſtood, than he attempted to 


retreat, without making any other reply than 


that of Pihaw ! rot your matrimony! can't 
you put your neck into the nooſe, without my be- 


ing a witneſs of your folly ?” 
The young gentleman, in order to vanquiſh 


this averſion, ſtepped to the door of the next 
room, and begged the favour of ſpeaking with 


Emilia, to whom he introduced the tefly old 


batchelor, as one of his particular friends, who 


deſired to have the honour of giving her away. 
The bewitching {mile with which he received 
his ſalute, and granted his requeſt, at once over- 
came the diſapprobation of the mifanthiope, whe 


with a relaxation in his countenance, which 


had never been perceived before that inſtant, 


thanked her in the moſt polite terms for ſuch an 


agrecable maik of diſtinction. tHe accordingly 
led her into the dining- room, where the ceremo- 
ny was per formed without delay; and after the 


huſband had aſſerted his prerogative on her lips, 


the whole company ſaluted her by the name of 
Mrs. Pickle, 
I ſhall leave the ſenſible reader to judge what 


-paſſed at this juncture, within the boſoms of the 


new married couple: Peregrine's heart was fired 
with inexpreſſible ardour and 1npatience ; while 


the tranſports of the bride were mingled with a 


daſh of diftidence and apprehenſion. Gauntlet 
ſaw it would be too much for both, to bear their 
preſent tantalizing ſituation 'till night, without 
ſome amuſement to diverge their thoughts; and 
therefore propoſed to pats part of the evening at 
the public entertainments in Marybone-gardens, 
which were at that time frequented by the beſt 
company in town. The ſcheme was reliſhed by 
the diſcreet Sophy, who ſaw the meaning of the 
propoſal, and the bride ſubmitted to the perſua- 
fion of her ſiſter ; ſo that after tea, two coaches 
were called, and Peregrine was forcibly ſeparated 
from his charmer, during the conveyance, 
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The new married couple and their company 
having made ſhift to ſpend the evening, and ſup- 
ped on a flight collation in one of the box=s, 
Peregrine's patience was almoſt quite exhauſted ; 
and taking Godfrey aſide, he imparted his inten- 
tion to withdraw in private from the fea-wit of his 
friend Hatchway, who would, otherwiſe, re- 
tard his bliſs, with unſeaſonable impediments, 
which, at preſent, he could not poſſibly bear. 
Gauntlet, who ſympathized with his impaticace, 


nadertook to intoxicate the licutenant with bum 


pers to the joy of the bride, and, in the mean 
time, deſired Sophy to retire with his ſiſter, un- 
der the auſpices of Cadwallader, who promiſed 
to ſquire them home. | 

The ladies were accordingly conducted to the 
coach, and Jack propoſed to the captain, that, 
for the ſake of the joke, the bridegroom {h0ull 
be plied with liquor, in ſuch a manner as would 
eſfectually diſable him from enjoying the fruits of 
his good fortune for one night at leaſt. Gauntlet 
ſeemed to reliſh the ſcheme, and they prevailed 
upon Pickle to accompany them to a certain ta- 
vern, on pretence of drinking a farewel glaſs to 
a ſingle life; there the bottle was circulate, till 
Hatchway's brain began to ſuffer innovation. 
As he had ſecured our hero's hat and fword, he 
felt no apprehenſion of an clopement, which, 
however, was effected; and the youth haſtened 
on the wings of love to the arms of his enchant- 
ing bride. He found Crabtree in a parlour, wait- 
ing for his return, and diſpoſed to entertain him 
with a lecture upon temperance; to which he 
paid very little attention, but ringing for Emilia's 
maid, defired to know if her mittreſs was a— 
bed. Being anſwered in the affirmative, he ſent 
her up (ſtairs to announce his arrival, undreſſed 
hiraſelf to a looſe gown- and ſlippers, and wiſh- 
ing the miſanthrope good night, after having 
delired to fre him next day, followed in perſon 
to the delicious ſcene, where he found her ele- 
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gantly diſhed out, the faireſt daughtcr of chaſtity 


and love. 

When he approached, ſhe was overwhelmed 
with confuſion, and hid her lovely face from his 
tranſporting view. Mrs. Gauntlct, ſeeing his 


eyes kindled at the occaſion, kiſſed her charming 


ſiſter, who, throwing her ſnowy arms about her 
neck, would have detained her in the room, 
had not Peregrine gently diſengaged her conſi— 
dante from her embrace, and conducted her 
trembling to the door; which having bolted and 
barricadoed, he profited by his good fortune, 


and his felicity was perfect. 


Next day he roſe about noon, and found his 
three friends aſſembld, when he learned that Jack 
had fallen in his own ſnare, and bcen obliged to 
lie in the ſame tavern where he fell: a cireum- 
ſtance of which he was ſo much aſhamed, that 
Peregrine and his wife eſcaped many jokes, which 
he would have certainly cracked, had he not lain 
under the imputation of this diſgrace. In half 
an hour after he came down, Mts. Pickle appear- 
ed with Sophy, bluſhing like Aurora or the god- 
deſs of health, and ſending forth emanations of 
beauty unparalleled : ſhe was complimented upon 
her change of fituation by all pretent, and by 
none more warmly than by old Crabtree, who 
declared himſelf fo well ſatisfied with his friend's 
fortune, as to be almoſt reconciled to that inſti- 
tution againſt which he had declaimed during 

An expreſs was immediately diſpatched to Mrs. 
Gauntlet, with an account of her daughter's mar- 
riage; a town houſe was hired, and a handſome 
equipage ſet up, in which the new married pair 
appeared at all public places, to the aſtoniſhment 
of our adventurer's fair-weather ſricnds, and the 
admiration of all the world: for, in point of fi- 
gure, ſuch another couple was not to be found in 
the whole united kingdom. Envy deſpaired, and 
detraction was ſtruck dumb, when our hero's 
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| new acceſhon of fortune was conſigned to the 
celebration of public fame: Emilia attracted the | 
notice of all obſervers, from the pert templar to 
the Sovercign himſelf, who was pleaſed to beſtow 
encomiums upon the excellence of her beauty. 
Many perſons of conſequence, who had dropped | 
the acquaintance of Peregrine, in the beginning | 
of his decline, now made open efforts to culti- 1 
vate his friendſhip anew : but he diſcouraged | 
all theſe advances with the moſt mortity!ng 
diſdainz and one day, when the nobleman, 
whom he had formerly obliged, came up to him 
in the drawing room, with the ſalutation of 
« Your ſervant, Mr. Pickle,” he eyed him with 
a look of ineffable contempt, ſaying, ** 1 ſup- 
poſe your lordſhip is miſtaken in your man,” 
and turned his head another way, in preſence of 
the whole court. | | 
When he had made a circuit round all the!“ 
places frequented by the beau-monde, to the 
utter confuſion of thoſe againſt whom his re- 
ſentment was kindled ; paid off his debts, and ; 
ſettled his money-matters in town; Hatchway 
was diſmiſſed to the country, in order to pre- 
pare for the reception of his fair Emilia. In a 
a few days after his departure, the whole com- a 
pany (Cadwallader himſelf included) ſet out for 
his father's houſe, and, in their way, took up | 
Mrs. Gauntlet the mother, who was ſincerely 
rejoieed to fee our hero in the capacity of her 
ſon-in-law, From her habitation they proceed- 
ed homewards at an eaſy pace, and, amidſt the | 
acclamations of the whole pariſh, entered their 
own houſe, where Emilia was received in the 
moſt tender manner, by Mr. Clover's wife, who 
had provided every thing for her eaſe and accom ' 
modation, and, next day, ſurrendered unto her 
the management of her own houſehold affairs, | 
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